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1754-1776. 


THE  LEE  PAPEKS. 


To  Miss  Sid]n^ey  Lee. 

Batli,  October  y®  8*^  [1754.] 

My  dear  Sister, 

I fancy  you  have  liearVI  before  this  time  tliat  our 
Regiment  is  order’d  to  Virginia.  I hope  you  won’t 
attribute  it  to  any  want  of  affection  towards  you,  if 
I leave  Europe  without  seeing  (you)  if  it  is  in  my 
power  you  may  be  convinc’d  1 will.  But  I am  afraid 
that  the  hurry  and  confusion  of  my  affairs  will  de- 
j)rive  me  of  that  pleasure,  tho’  I don’t  knoiv  that 
a Melancholy  parting  and  a long  farewell  ought  to  be 
styl’d  a pleasure.  I hope  to  settle  all  my  affairs  in  a 
short  time,  and  I shall  send  a paper  inclos’d  to  you, 
which  I conjure  you  not  to  open  unless  you  hear  that 
some  accident  has  happen’d  to  me.  If  you  should  live 
to  see  that  day,  you  will  perha2:>s  find  me  not  a less  af- 
fectionate Brother  than  those  who  wou’d  have  made 
more  professions  and  lieen  more  observant  of  little  offi- 
cious duties.  You  will  doubtless  be  surpris’d  how  I 
came  into  this  paid  of  the  world,  after  I had  wrote  you 
word  that  you  might  expect  me  with  you  a recruiting. 
Shall  I tell  you  honestly  my  reason  ? My  Mother  seems 
by  her  frivolous  objections  to  be  so  little  desirous  to  see 
me,  and  Mr.  Mather  is  so  very  (I  may  say  immodestly) 
unreasonable  in  regard  to  my  Uncle  Hanmer’s  live  hun- 
dred i^ounds  (you  imagin’d  good  naturdly  that  He  had 
propos’d  an  Equal  division  of  the  sum,  but  you  little 
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know  how  incapable  any  man  whose  life  or  Education 
has  been  the  least  amongst  Lawyers  is  of  what  is  just, 
honorable,  or  modest.  In  short  after  a long  Preamble 
in  what  he  styles  (Mr.  Mather’s  j^i'oposals,  concerning 
Sir  Thomas  Hanmer’s  Legacy.  He  modestly  claims  the 
whole,  and  is  surpris’d  that  Mr.  Lee  shou’d  think  of  de- 
feating the  will.  I wrote  to  my  Uncle  Bunbury  lately 
upon  this  head  and  pi’oposed  to  him,  an  equal  division 
of  it ; I dare  say  he  is  well  inclin’d,  but  his  indolence 
gets  the  better  of  all  other  considerations.  In  short 
these  are  the  lowest  terms  I will  enter  into  in  regard  to 
this  disputed  Sum,  an  equal  Division.  If  they  refuse 
agreeing  to  these  Conditions,  which  are  more  than  com- 
patible with  Equity,  I cannot  think  of  living  on  a toler- 
able footing  with  ’em.  I can  now  say  no  more,  but  l)eg 
you  will  be  convinced  that  I am  with  the  most  utmost 
Sincerity  your 

most  affectionate  Brother 

Charles  Lee. 

My  Compliments  to  all  my  acquaintances  at  Chester, 
and  to  my  Belations  remember  me  most  kindly. 


To  Miss  Sidney  Lee. 

Schenectada,  June  y®  18^^  [1756.] 

My  dear  Sister, 

I suppose  that  you  won’t  believe  me  when  I tell 
you  that  I have  wrote  several  Letters  to  you  from 
Pliiladelphia,  New  York,  and  this  place,  as  you  ima- 
gine that  this  disorder  (indolence)  has  taken  too  deep 
root  in  me,  ever  to  be  eradicated,  therefore  I shall  not 
go  about  to  convince  you  of  anything,  but  only  en- 
deavour to  persuade  you  that  (indolent  or  not  indolent) 
there  can  be  no  brother  more  Sincerely  affectionate  than 
myself.  The  clear  frosts  of  this  place  have  entirely  re- 
< over’d  me ; and  I believe  that  I have  now  a sufficient 
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quantity  of  liealth  and  strengtli  to  answer  the  fatigues 
of  tljis  Campaign,  which  I assure  you  does  not  require 
a little  ; the  severest  work  in  Flandei’s  is  allow’d  by 
those  that  have  serv’d  there  to  be  a party  of  jileasure 
compar’d  to  this.  There  is  one  horrid  circumstance  at- 
tending this  sort  of  service  which  is,  that  if  you,  hap- 
pen to  be  left  disabled  in  the  Field,  the  highest  blessing 
that  you  can  wish  foi’  is,  that  some  friends  will  imme- 
diately Knock  you  on  the  head,  for  it  is  great  odds  that 
you  suffer  some  terrible  lingering  death  from  these  sav- 
ages ; such  I’m  afraid  was  the  fate  of  our  poor  wound- 
ed friends  at  the  Monongahela ; but  the  Indians  may 
indeed  be  excus’d  more  than  the  French,  for  they  are 
bred  up  in  these  bloody  notions.  Such  is  tlie  nature  of 
their  wars  one  with  the  other;  but  the  latter,  what 
treatment  can  be  equal  to  their  monstrous  cruelties ; for 
it  is  certain  that  these  patterns  of  generosity  and  hu- 
manity (as  They  are  pleas’d  to  style  themselves)  com- 
mit more  murders  and  butcheries  uj^on  men,  women  and 
children  wdth  their  own  hands  th^vn  do  their  savage  Al- 
lies. It  is  an  uncomfortable  situation  enough  we  are  in 
here;  wm  cannot  stir  out  to  take  a walk  unless  we  are 
twenty  together  in  number  well  arm’d,  for  the  French 
Indians  are  continually  skulking  about  us,  and  carry  off 
every  day  a great  many  scal]:)S — the  place  itself  is  very 
pleasant  (not  from  any  Society)  but  from  the  finess  of 
the  Situation  and  the  delightful  sky,  whicli  must  put 
ev’ry  thing  animate  into  spirits,  indeed  there  is  a mag- 
nilicience  and  greatness  through  the  immense  extent 
(which  we  have  seen  of  this  Continent)  not  equat’d  in 
any  j^art  of  Europe ; our  Elvers  and  Lakes  (even  the 
greatest)  are  to  these  little  rivulets  and  brooks ; indeed 
Nature  in  every  Article  seems  to  be  in  great  here  wdiat 
on  your  side  the  Waters,  she  is  in  small.  Some  of  their 
Towns  are  very  good;  Philadelphia  is  charming,  and 
really  very  sociable  2:)eo2^1e  ; the  women  there  are  ex- 
treamly  2)retty  and  most  2)assionately  fond  of  red  coats, 
^vdiich  is  for  us  a most  fortunate  piece  of  absurdity. 
As  for  accounts  of  the  Indians  I would  refer  you  to 
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Goldens  history  of  the  Five  Nations,  which  I advise 
you  to  purchase  and  read,  for  you  will  find  it  prodi- 
giously entertaining,  and  literally  true  by  what  little  I 
can  judge  from  my  own  ex]3erience.  I have  liv’d  a great 
/ deal  among  the  Mohocks,  and  have  pick’d  up  a little  of 
their  language.  I can  assure  you  that  they  are  a much 
better  sort  of  people  than  commonly  represented ; They 
are  hospitable,  friendly,  and  civil  to  an  immense  degree ; 
in  good  breeding  I think  they  infinitely  surpass  the 
French  or  any  other  people  that  ever  I saw,  if  you  will 
allow  good  breeding  to  consist  in  a constant  desire  to  do 
ev’ry thing  that  will  please  you,  and  a strict  carefulness 
to  not  say  or  do  anything  that  may  offend  you.  Their 
parts  are  most  astonishingly  quick;  in  their  j^^^i’sons 
they  are  generally  tall,  slender,  and  delicate  shapes ; but 
I assure  you  that  if  you  were  to  see  the  young  War- 
riors dress’d  out  and  arm’d  you  would  never  allow  that 
there  was  such  a thing  as  gentillity  amongst  our  finest 
gentlemen  at  St.  James’s  ! You  may  perhaps  think 
that  I am  joking,  but  I give  you  my  word  and  honour 
that  I am  serious ; for  whether  it  is  from  their  dress 
which  has  no  ligatures,  or  from  their  continual  exercise 
in  hunting  I cannot  tell,  but  they  acquire  something  of 
an  ease  and  g]*acefulness  in  their  walk  and  air  which  is  not 
to  be  met  with  elsewhere,  their  Dress  I like  most  wonder- 
fully, but  don’t  know  how  to  describe  it,  they  wear  a 
sort  of  mantle  thrown  over  their  left  shoulder,  their 
right  is  bare ; this  mantle  is  lac’d  and  generally  red  or 
blue  mixed,  or  l:)lack  and  yellow.  They  have  only  one 
lock  of  hair  upon  their  heads  which  they  truss  up  with 
feathers  and  paint  it,  as  they  do  likewise  their  faces 
and  necks,  their  Complexion  is  deep  olive,  their  eyes 
and  teeth  very  fine,  but  their  skins  are  most  inexpressibly 
soft  and  silky.  Their  men  are  in  general  handsomer  than 
their  women,  but  I have  seen  some  of  them  very  pretty. 
I have  the  honour  to  be  adopted  by  the  Mohocks  into  the 
Tril)e  of  the  bear  under  the  name  of  Ounewaterika, 
which  signifies  boiling  water,  or  one  whose  spirits  are 
never  asleep,  by  which  I am  entitled  to  a Seat  and  the 
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privilege  of  Smoking  a pipe  in  tlieir  Councils  ; Imt  I 
do  not  flatter  myself  that  I am  so  much  indebted 
to  my  OAvn  merit  for  these  dignities  as  to  my  alliance 
Avith  one  of  the  most  illustrious  families  of  the  Six 
Nations.  My  Wife  is  daughter  to  the  famous  White 
Thunder  Avho  is  Belt  of  Wampum  to  the  Senakas 
Avhich  is  in  fact  their  Lord  Treasurer.  She  is  a very 
great  beauty  and  is  more  like  your  friend  Mrs.  Griffith 
than  anybody  I knoAV.  I shall  say  -nothing  of  her  ac* 
complishments  for  you  must  be  certain  that  a Woman 
of  her  fashion  cannot  be  AAdthout  many.  I must  men- 
tion to  you  an  instance  of  gratitude  Avhich  a young  In- 
dian shew’d  me  lately.  He  is  called  Joseph  and  has 
liv’d  Avith  me  a great  deal.  AlAoufc  a month  ago,  he 
says  to  me,  OnneAvaterika,  you  are  my  best  Brother  and 
I Avill  make  you  a handsome  present  that  you  may  re- 
member me.  I coil’d  not  conceive  what  he  meant;  but 
he  immediately  set  out  for  Tikenderoga  (the  French 
fort)  Avhere  he  lay  sculking  for  two  or  three  days  until 
he  had  an  opportunity  of  knocking  on  the  head  a 
French  Sergeant,  and  taking  off  his  scalp,  with  Avliich 
he  hurried  away  to  me  and  presented  it  to  me  elegantly 
dress’d  up  Avith  ribbons.  You  may  think  that  I am  en- 
deaAmuring  to  make  my  Letter  Bomantic  but  I give 
you  my  Avord  and  honour  that  it  is  every  syllable  facts. 
Lord  Loudun  is  not  yet  landed  but  every  minute  ex- 
pected. I hope  that  his  hands  may  not  be  tyed  up  like 
Braddock’s,  for  to  this  he  OAved  all  his  misfortunes. 
There  Avill  come  a day  (I  hope)  Avhen  justice  Avill  be 
done  to  this  man’s  memory,  Avho  has  left  feAV  behind 
him  that  are  his  Erpials,  in  Courage,  honesty  and  Zeal 
for  the  Publick,  his  death  Avas  a cruel  stroke  to  us  in 
particular,  and  a very  unhappy  stroke  for  the  Nation  in 
general.  I have  at  length  purchas’d  a Company  in  this 
Beginient  for  nine  hundred  ijounds  ditference.  You 
surprise  me  veiy  much  concerning  Wilbraham,  not  so 
much  for  his  Marriage  as  for  his  reasons  for  his  gentle 
treatment  of  Mr.  Eanach  Avho  has  not  the  reputation  of 
];eing  a very  terrible  fighter.  If  I can  find  an  oppor- 
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tiinity  I will  send  yon  some  curiosities ; such  as  blue 
and  yellow  Nightingales,  IVlockingbirds  and  spotted 
squirrels,  these  are  the  most  beautiful  creatures  in  the 
world.  They  are  not  much  larger  than  a common 
mouse,  theii*  shape  and  tails  the  same  with  the  squirrels 
in  England,  but  their  body’s  are  streak’d  over  with  col- 
ours as  beautiful  as  those  of  a peacock.  I am  angry 
with  my  Aunt  Townshend  for  not  sending  George  over, 
his  Youth  ouo:ht  to  be  an  encouragement,  and  as  to  his 
learning  I believe  there  is  as  much  to  be  acquir’d  in  the 
Woods  of  America  as  at  Chester  School.  We  expect 
very  soon  to  attack  Tikenderoga.  Our  body  will  consist 
of  about  twelve  thousand  men  besides  the  Mohocks  and 
Eiver  Indians,  but  I believe  we  shall  meet  with  very 
strong  Opposition,  it  being  so  easy  for  the  French  to 
draw  down  all  the  force  of  Canada  to  that  place,  so 
that  in  a very  little  time  you  must  expect  to  hear  of  our 
either  striking  or  receiving  a great  blow.  Capt.  Hob- 
son from  whom  I have  purchas’d  will  pass  thro’  Chester 
and  visit  you.  I desire  my  sincere  respects  to  my  Mo- 
ther, all  my  Aunts,  Mr.  Mather,  to  Miss  Dicas,  and  tell 
her  if  I con’d  afford  it,  I wou’d  bring  her  over  a young 
Warrior  for  a husband  infinitely  siq^erior  both  in  beau- 
ty and  sense  to  any  Irish  horse  Officer  she  ever  saw — 
remember  me  to  poor  old  Margaret, 

and  Ijelieve  me,  D'’  Sister 

to  be  most  affectionately 

Your  Cha:  Lee. 


I 


To  Miss  Sidxey  Lee. 

Albany  8023^"  the  16^^  1758. 

My  Sistee. 

You  shou’d  have  bear’d  from  me  long  before  this,  but 
I really  had  it  not  in  my  ])ower,  as  our  illustrious  Chief 
thinks  it  necessary  to  conceal  from  the  officers  of  his 
Army  the  time  when  each  packet  is  to  sail  dreading 
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very  justly  tliat  some  truth  might  be  sent  over  not  alto- 
gether to  his  honour,  advantage  and  glory.  We  tliere- 
fore  are  oblig’d  to  seize  the  op2:)ortunities  of  private 
hands  when  they  present  themselves.  This  is  the  first 
which  I have  met  with  and  I shall  not  neglect  it. 
Capt.  Hervey  immediately  after  the  affair  of  Tiende- 
roga  wrote  to  his  Brother,  with  a note  enclos’d  for  my 
Uncle  Bunbury,  to  inform  him  of  my  being  Avounded, 
Avhich  account  he  undoubtedly  communicated  either  to 
you  or  my  Mother.  I was  Amry  uneasy  in  not  being  able 
to  Avrite  myself,  as  I Avas  sensible  that  people  are  apt  to 
paint  things  [Avhich]  they  receive  from  a second  hand  in 
a Avorse  light  than  they  really  are ; my  wound  had  at 
first  a very  bad  appearance ; it  Avas  a muskett  shot 
which  pass’d  thro’  my  body  and  broke  tAvo  of  my  ribs. 
I lay  senseless  for  some  time  and  Avith  great  difficulty 
was  carried  out  of  the  field  by  my  servant ; Ave  have 
lost  sev’ral  officers,  amongst  ’em  a young  man  Avhom  I 
fancy  you  kncAV  at  Chester.  He  Avas  a natural  son  of 
Tom  Hervey’s,  his  name,  Bartman.  He  had  not  long 
had  a com])any  in  our  Begiment.  We  all  regrett  him 
much.  He  had  all  the  good  qualities  Avhich  cou’d  be 
desir’d  either  in  an  officer  or  a companion.  As  to  a 
detail  of  our  affairs,  or  rather  the  blunders  of  this 
damn’d  beastly  poltroon  (avIio  to  the  scourge  and  dis- 
honour of  the  Nation,  is  unhappily  at  the  head  of  our 
Army,  as  an  instrument  of  divine  A^engeance  to  bring 
about  national  losses  and  national  dishonour)  I refer  you 
to  the  Narrative  here  inclos’d,  a coppy  of  Avhich  I desire 
you  Avill  transmit  to  Cob  Armiger.  I shall  not  ])e 
asham’d  should  it  be  communicated  to  others,  as  I think 
silence  or  eAmn  patience  is  some  disgrace  to  a man  Avho 
is  not  an  absolute  dependent  and  mercenary,  and  Avho 
has  }>een  an  eye  Avitness  to  such  superlative  blundering, 
pusillanimity,  and  infamy.  We  are  at  present  a good 
deal  elated  Avith  the  success  of  Mr.  Bradstreet  Avho  has 
taken  and  destroy’d  the  Fort  of  Cadadaugui  (it  Avas  a 
A^ery  important  place  to  the  French,  as  a magazine  for 
their  Indian  stores)  there  Avere  found  in  it  a 1 00  2)ieces 
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of  cannon,  10,000  barrels  of  provisions,  and  an  immense 
treasure  of  skins,  furs,  vermillion,  and  all  sorts  of  Indian 
finery.  It  is  situated  on  the  North  end  of  Lake  Onta- 
rio at  the  head  of  the  River  St.  Lawrence,  (the  loss  of 
this  place,  with  that  of  Louisbourg  may  probably  be  the 
occasion  of  a famine  in  Canada)  if  our  Bool:>y  in  Chief 
had  only  acted  with  the  spirit  and  prudence  of  an  old 
Woman,  their  whole  Country  must  inevitably  have  this 
year  been  reduc’d. 

We  are  now  waiting  for  six  Regiments  from  Louis- 
bourg in  order  to  cross  Lake  George  a second  time  and 
make  another  attempt  on  Tienderoga,  but  I’m  afraid  we 
shall  make  a scurvy  figure.  The  Indians  will  not  go 
with  us.  They  told  the  General  that  the  English  Army 
had  very  fine  limbs  but  no  head.  That  he  Avas  an  old 
Scpiali  that  he  shou’d  Avear  a petticoat,  go  home  and 
make  sugar,  and  not  by  pretending  to  a task  AAdiich  he 
Avas  not  ecpial  to,  blunder  so  many  braver  men  than 
liimself  into  distruction.  We  Avho  are  Avounded,  are 
still  at  Albany,  Avaiting  for  the  convoy  of  these  Regi- 
ments in  order  to  march  u])  to  the  Lake.  My  Avounds 
are  almost  heal’d.  Dick  Mather’s  head  makes  a great 
noise  upon  this  Continent ; it  is  looked  upon  as  the 
greatest  prodigy.  A musket  ball  was  absolute’ly  flat- 
ten’d against  his  forehead,  just  in  the  manner  that  you 
may  liaA^e  seen  a bullet  of  clay  Avhen  it  has  been  throAvn 
against  a stone  Avail.  I liaA-e  advis’d  him  to  becpieath 
both  his  head  and  ball  to  the  Royal  Society  as  a much 
greater  curiosity  tlian  they  were  eA^er  before  presented 
Avith.  This  letter  Avill  come  to  your  hands,  by  means 
of  a ])oor  unhap])y  creature  Avho  Avas  once  an  officer  in 
our  Regiment.  He  Avas  oldiged  to  leave  it  for  being  a 
little  backAvard  in  action,  but  this  I beg  you  aauII  keep 
a secret,  his  Father  and  Mother  are  A^ery  I'espectable 
people  in  N.  Yoi’k,  avIio  insist  on  his  leaving  this  Conti- 
nent. I have  ])een  A^ery  much  obliged  to  ’em  and  liaAm 
a very  great  esteem  for  ’em.  I must  therefore  intreat, 
and  desire  that  if  you  can  by  any  means  assist  this  lad, 
you  A\  ill  do  it.  He  intends  to  settle  at  LiA^erjjool.  He 


THE  LEE  PAPEES. 


9 


writes  very  well  and  understands  acconnts.  I slion’d 
tliink  you  have  interest  with  some  of  the  Gentlemen 
there  to  make  him  Clerk  to  some  Merclk  or  procure  him 
some  place  in  an  office.  If  you  can  accomplish  it,  I 
shall  be  very  much  oblig’d  to  yon.  Dick  Mather  has 
promised  to  write  to  Mr.  Cumins.  I fancy  he  is  a very 
proper  person  to  apply  to.  I am  sorry  I have  not  tlie 
sj^otted  squirrels  ready  to  send  you. 

My  duty  to  my  Mother,  Compliments  to  Mr.  Mather 
and  my  Aunts.  1 hope  you  rec"^  a letter  which  I sent 
from  Fort  Edward. 

I am  My  D""  Sister, 

Yours  with  the  most  sincere 
Atfection — Adieu  ! 

Charles  Lee. 


“Narrative” — enclosed  in  letter  of  September  16""® 

1758. 

On  the  5*^  of  July  we  embark’d  on  Lake  George  with 
an  Army  of  Fifteen  thousand  men,  consisting  of  9 thou- 
sand Provincials,  5000  Regulars  A 1000  Rangers,  all  in 
perfect  health  A spirits.  Early  the  next  morning  we 
made  the  North  end  of  the  Lake,  when  we  discovered 
a Camp  and  expected  to  meet  with  the  principal  oppo- 
sition, being  a very  strong  post.  But  to  our  great  sur- 
prise upon  our  first  motions  to  land,  the  Erench  deserted 
their  Camp  in  the  most  pi*ecipitate  manner,  leaving  their 
tents  standing,  their  letters.  Commissions,  Swords,  Ac.; 
in  short  eveiything  had  tlie  appearance  of  the  utmost 
panick  A confusion  amongst  ’em;  We  here  took  one 
Prisoner,  who  informed  us  that  the  Enemy  had  near 
four  thousand  Regulars  at  Tikenderoga,  very  few  Cana- 
dians A no  Indians.  The  same  morning  we  moved  on 
in  Columns  thro’  the  wood  towards  the  Fort.  M^hen 
we  had  proceeded  half  wayonr  light  infantry  A Marks 
Men  were  attack’d  by  a body  of  6 or  700  French  Scouts, 
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who  after  an  engagement  of  an  hour  or  little  more,  were 
entirely  routed,  very  near  the  whole  l)eing  drown’d, 
kill’d  or  taken  ; on  our  side  very  few  men  were  lost,  but 
amongst  these  few,  the  most  estimable  Lord  Howe, 
whose  only  fault  was  that  of  not  knoAving  his  OAvn 
value ; the  loss  of  him  was  so  great,  that  it  Avou’d  not 
be  rant  to  exclaim — 


Oh,  what  a fall  was  there,  my  Countrymen  ! 
Then  you,  & I,  mid  all  of  us  fell  down. 


It  AA'as  entirely  oAving  to  his  activity  and  industry 
that  CA^erything  Avas  in  readiness  at  so  much  an  earlier 
season  of  the  year  than  usual ; it  Avas  oAving  to  his  Augi- 
lance  and  caution  that  the  Indians  Avith  all  their  inge- 
nuity, finesses  & perseA^erance  had  not  been  able  for  the 
space  of  seA-eral  months  to  steal  off  a single  sentinel,  by 
AAdiich  means  (for  the  first  time)  the  French  Avere  totally 
del)arr’d  from  intelligence;  it  Avas  OAving  to  his  Aveight, 
consequence,  and  s|)irit  that  the  General  Avas  preA^ented 
from  folloAAung  the  dictates  of  his  Aveak  and  despicable 
managers  so  blindly  & implicitly  as  he  afterAvards  did, 
cfe  it  is  most  certain  that  had  he  liv’d  the  Public  wou’d 
not  haA^e  suffer’d  this  loss,  nor  our  arms  been  disgrac’d 
in  this  manner.  But  shou’d  I enter  into  a detail  of  his 
good  qualities  my  digression  Avou’d  be  so  long,  I shou’d 
entirely  lose  sight  of  my  intended  subject,  I shall  there- 
fore, Avishing  all  honor  to  his  memory,  proceed  to  my 
Story.  When  our  Avounded  Avere  dress’d  and  the  Pri- 
soners sent  aAvay  AA^e  again  moA^’d  on,  but  haAung  loss’d 
our  Guides,  and  the  night  approaching,  a mistake  hap- 
jDen’d  AApicli  might  turned  out  A^ery  fatal ; it  Avas  occa- 
sion’d by  the  Indian  A\^ar  cry,  AAdiich  Avas  heard  on  our 
flanks,  the  consequence  of  it  Avas  that  some  ProAuncials 
Bangers  fir’d  on  each  other  & at  length  the  fire  be- 
came almost  general.  The  darkness  and  thickness  of 
the  AA^oods  must  haA^e  made  this  a A^ery  dismal  tragedy, 
had  not  the  officers  exerted  tliemseh^es  to  the  utmost  to 
rectify  the  error,  by  Avhich  menus  in  a short  time  the 
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confusion  subsided  very  little  miscliief  ^v^as  done. 
That  night  we  lay  upon  our  arms  in  the  woods  Sl  the 
next  morning  return’d  to  the  landing  ])lace  in  order  to 
assemble  together  our  Troo2:>s  who  were  a good  deal 
scattered  & divided  thro’  ignorance  of  the  woods. 

That  same  day  the  Reg*  six  Companies  of 
Royal  Americans,  with  4,000  Provincials  and  two 
pieces  of  Cannon  were  detach’d  to  take  ])ossession  of 
the  Saw  Mill  which  is  within  a mile  of  the  Fort,  a place 
excessively  strong  by  nature  & where  there  were  two 
Battalions  posted;  but  before  we  cou’d  ap])roach,  to 
our  great  astonishment  the  French  abandon’d  this  post 
as  they  did  the  former,  sulfer’d  us  peaceably  to  pass 
the  river  and  take  ]3ossession  of  the  Eminence.  We 
now  concluded  the  whole  alfair  decided  in  our  favor,  as 
it  was  ever  our  opinion,  that  to  he  before  the  Fort  was 
to  conquer,  A indeed  as  far  as  there  can  be  any  cer- 
tainty in  human  affairs  we  might  flatter  ourselves  that 
our  Success  was,  every  thing  conspir’d  to  it ; our  troops 
were  numerous  A iu  vast  spirits,  both  men  and  offi- 
cers ; the  French  by  all  appearances  in  the  extreamest 
confusion  and  j)anick.  They  without  a single  Indian, 
M'e  with  a most  formidable  body,  for  at  this  place  we 
were  join’d  by  four  hundred  of  the  choicest  Warriors 
of  the  six  nations  (a  greater  number  than  ever  we  cou’d 
assemble  together  before)  we  had  likewise  one  hundred 
choice  Stockbrido;e  Indians.  With  these  our  Rangers 
A L.  Infantry  we  cou’d  immediately  in  great  measure 
have  cut  offi  the  communication  between  the  Fort  Tien- 
deroga  A Crown  Point,  A rendred  Lake  Champlain 
useless  to  them.  What  a glorious  Situation  was  this  ! 
in  short  everything  had  so  charming  an  aspect,  that 
without  being  much  elated  I shou’d  have  look’d  upon 
any  man  as  a desponding  dastard  who  could  entertain 
a doubt  of  our  success ; little  did  we  dream  that  it  was 
still  in  the  power  of  one  blunderer  to  render  all  these 
favoral)le  promising  circumstances  abortive,  but  our 
nolde  Leader  soon  convinc’d  us  that  there  can  be  no 
situation  so  disadvantageous,  no  success  A victory  so 
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certain,  altlio’  it  is  absolutely  in  your  liands  cfe  only 
Avaits  until  you  grasp  it,  but  tliat  a miscarriage  may  be 
brought  about  by  the  incapacity  of  a single  person.  I 
really  did  not  think  that  so  great  a share  of  stupidity 
and  absurdity  could  be  in  the  possession  of  any  man. 
Fortune  and  the  pusillanimity  of  the  French  had  cram’d 
victory  into  his  mouth,  l>ut  he  contrived  to  spit  it  out 
again.  He  sends  his  favourite  Engineer  (but  I shou’d 
here  inform  you  that  this  favourite  Engineer  was  quite 
a stripling,  Avho  had  never  seen  the  least  service,  & of 
scarcely  any  rank  on  the  establishment)  thro’  partiality 
to  whom,  he  had  remov’d  all  the  other  Engineers  Avho 
Avere  his  superiors,  on  the  most  trilling  errands,  in  order 
to  give  him  the  chief  command.  This  Gentleman  Avith 
one  of  his  Aid  de  Camps  he  sends  to  reconnoiti'e ; what 
their  Eeport  Avas  I cannot  tell,  but  the  Regulars  Avere 
immediately  order’d  to  march  thro’  the  intervals  of  the 
Provincials  A Avith  Bayonets  fix’d  against  the  Ene- 
my’s lines  Avhich  Avere  throAAui  up  before  the  Fort,  A 
under  their  Cannon ; the  attack  Avas  accordingly  made, 
AAutli  most  perfect  regularity  coolness  & resolution ; 
had  the  attempt  been  only  hazardous  & rash  to  the 
last  degree,  Avith  a bare  possibility  in  our  faA^our,  Ave 
might  have  succeeded  by  the  excess Ae  gallantry  of  the 
Troo])s,  but  on  our  next  approach  Ave  found  that  it  Avas 
not  in  the  poAver  of  Courage  or  ev^en  of  Chance  to  be- 
stoAv  success  unless  Ave  alter’d  our  method,  the  uneve- 
ness  and  ruggedness  of  the  ground  (aaRIcIi  Avas  almost 
made  impassable  by  great  fallen  trees,  the  lieight 
of  the  breastworks  Avhich  Avas  at  least  eight  feet,  ren- 
der’d it  an  absolute  impossibility : this  Avas  perceiA^’d 
A^ery  soon,  & had  Ave  j)i‘ofited  of  our  early  discovery, 
A beat  the  retreat  in  proper  time,  there  Avms  no  loss 
sustain’d  A\diich  Avas  hj  any  means  irreparable,  but  so 
far  from  any  order  of  this  kind  l)eing  taken,  that  no 
General  Avas  heard  of,  no  Aid  de  Camps  seen,  no  instruc- 
tions receiv’d;  but  every  officer  left  at  the  head  of  his 
division,  Company,  or  scpiad,  to  fall  a sacrifice  to  his 
OAVJi  good  Ijeliaviour  and  the  stiqjidity  of  his  Com- 
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mander.  The  fire  was  prodigiously  hot,  the  slaughter 
of  officers  very  great,  almost  all  wounded,  the  men  still 
furiously  rushing  forwards  without  any  Leadei’s.  Five 
hours  they  persisted  in  this  dial)o]ical  attempt,  and  at 
length  were  oblig’d  to  retire,  which  they  did  in  2:)retty 
good  order  notwithstanding  they  were  their  own  Gene- 
rals. These  jiroceedings  must  undoul)tedly  ap])ear  most 
astonishingly  absurd  to  23eo2:>le  who  Avere  at  a distance, 
but  they  are  still  more  glaringly  so  to  us  who  were 
upon  the  S2:)ot  cfe  saw  the  disj^osition  of  tlie  ground. 
Tliere  was  one  hill  in  j^articular  which  seem’d  to  offer 
itself  as  an  ally  to  us,  it  immediately  commanded  the 
lines  from  hence  two  small  pieces  of  cannon  well 
jdanted  must  have  drove  the  French  in  a veiy  short 
time  from  their  breast  work,  the  consequence  of  which 
woii’d  have  been  that  the  greatest  j^art  of  ’em  must 
have  either  surrendered  or  drown’d  themselves  in  the 
Lake,  for  the  Fort  was  not  large  enough  to  liave  con- 
tain’d half  of  ’em  ; but  notwithstanding  some  of  our 
Cannon  was  brought  & in  readiness,  this  never 
was  thought  of,  which  (one  wou’d  imagine  must  have 
occur’d  to  any  blockhead  who  was  not  absolutely  so  far 
sunk  in  Idiotism  as  to  be  oblig’d  to  wear  a bib  and 
bells.  So  far,  his  behaviour  cou’d  only  be  call’d  stiq^id, 
ridiculous  & absurd ; but  the  sul)sequent  2:>art  was 
dishonorable  and  infamous,  & had  some  strong  symi^- 
toms  of  cowardice.  There  still  remain’d  in  our  Canq) 
thirteen  thousand  men  fit  for  duty  (for  the  kill’d  and 
wounded  at  the  attack  of  the  lines  amounted  to  not 
more  than  two  thousand)  all  the  Eminences  which  com- 
manded the  Fort  were  still  in  our  possession,  the  com- 
munication by  Lake  George  was  o2:>en  l)ehind  us,  and 
cou’d  not  be  interrujited.  The  troops  were  not  in  the 
least  dispirited,  but  rather  seem’d  desirous  and  eager  to 
be  again  employed ; no  man  dream’d  of  retiring ; 
nothing  was  easier  than  to  have  erected  batteries  that 
same  night,  for  the  Fort  was  in  reality  invested.  But 
what  did  our  General  do  ? Instead  of  attenqjting  by 
vigorous  efforts  to  retrieve  the  loss  and  disgrace  which 
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be  had  broiiglit  upon  us  l)y  liis  blunderSj  be  most  shame' 
fully  al)andon’d  these  advantageous  ]3osts,  and  retreat’d 
to  his  Ijattoes  with  so  much  hurry,  precipitation  and 
confusion  as  to  give  it  entirely  the  air  of  a flight ; He 
burn VI  and  destroy’d  a great  quantity  of  provision  and 
ammunition,  and  without  waiting  for  the  detached 
Party’s  to  come  in,  or  making  the  least  regulation  for 
the  security  of  his  Trooj)s  in  their  reimbarkation.  He 
threw  himself  into  one  of  the  first  boats,  row’d  off,  and 
was  almost  the  earliest  Messenger  of  the  Public  loss 
and  his  own  infamy.  In  this  manner  did  thirteen 
thousand  men,  who  were  not  in  the  least  fright,  run 
away  from  three  tliousand,  who  were  in  the  greatest. 

I have  now  given  a faithful  narrative  of  the  proceed- 
ings and  conduct  of  this  glorious  Chief,  in  which  I 
solemnly  declare  there  is  not  the  least  exaggeration,  nor 
has  any  expression  drop’d  from  me  thro’  personal  pique 
against  the  man,  but  from  an  indignation  to  see  the 
Public  so  grossly  abus’d,  in  having  a person  a2:)pointed 
to  the  head  of  its  Army  who  is  so  utterly  destitute  of 
all  accomplishments  necessary  for  that  high  station, 
that  he  does  not  seem  to  have  one  in2:redient  which 
con’d  render  him  passable  for  a subaltern  Officer.  He 
is  now  at  the  Lake,  but  what  he  is  employed  in.  Heaven 
alone  can  guess ; but  this  I will  venture  to  iDronounce 
that  shou’d  it  jDlease  God  all  on  a sudden  to  endow  him 
with  new  faculties,  and  give  him  sufficient  reason  to 
form  any  sensible  schemes  foi*  the  service  of  the  Publick, 
it  wou’d  be  all  in  vain,  as  the  Troops  have  too  mean  an 
opinion  of  his  qualifications  as  General  (both  in  point 
of  courage  and  capacity)  to  act  with  any  sort  of  spirit 
under  his  ausj^ices.  Cap^  Cunningham  one  of  his  Aid 
de  Camps  and  his  favourite  Oracle  was  immediately 
despatch’d  with  an  Acc^  of  this  affair,  it  must  be  a 
curious  piece,  I’d  give  the  World  to  see  it;  but  I’m 
afraid  it  Avou’d  recjuire  more  genius  than  ever  he  Avas 
master  of,  to  trump  up  a story  Avhich  can  palliate  and 
soften  blunders  so  glailng  and  conduct  so  infamous; 
and  I most  sincerely  Avish  that  if  he  endeavours  to  im- 
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pose  on  tlie  Ministry  (which  we  here  imagine  he  will) 
that  they  will  give  him  the  reception  he  deserves. 


To  Lord  , [Imperfect.] 

My  Lord, 

As  I am  so  very  well  acquainted  with  your  piiDctu- 
ality  and  kindness  in  ansAvering  all  letters,  I must  con- 
clude that  one  (Avhich  I wrote  to  you  from  on  board  ship 
in  the  harbour  of  N.  York,  sometime  l^efore  we  sailed 
for  Nova  Scotia)  has  miscarried,  nor  indeed  is  tins  a 
singular  complaint,  especially  in  regard  to  those  letters 
which  are  sent  to  the  publick  packet t for  it  is  imagined 
(and  with  reason)  that  there  are  a certain  set  of  Critick 
ap23ointed  (by  our  noble  Commander)  whose  busyness 
it  is  to  open  all  letters,  and  not  (as  was  the  busyness  of 
Ancient  Criticks)  to  expunge  disagreeable  passages  from 
Avri tings,  but  to  condemn  universally  those  to  the  Flames 
which  may  contain  any,  in  Avhich  class  Truth  of  every 
kind  is  most  undoubtedly  included,  but  I can  assure  you 
that  this  is  the  only  article  of  Generalship  in  which  He 
coppies  Alexander,  for  (if  I remember  right)  that  Mo- 
narch did  once  practice  something  of  this  nature.  How- 
ever the  miscarriage  of  this  letter  is  no  great  loss  to  your 
Lordship,  altho’  it  is  to  me,  as  from  such  a seeming  neg- 
ligence 1 must  have  a little  sufEered  in  your  good  opinion. 
It  contained  some  account  of  our  situation  and  expecta- 
tions at  that  time,  which  at  present  (even  to  call  to 
mind)  Avou’d  be  im2:)ertinent — as  you  must  undoubtedly 
long  before  this  be  acquainted  Avith  all  the  consequences 
of  that  formidable  apparatus  intended  against  Cape 
Breton,  Avith  our  boldness  in  sailing  out  (convoy’d  by 
three  or  four  small  Frigates)  almost  in  the  face  of  Beau- 
fremont’s  Fleet,  with  our  miraculous  escape  under  the 
conduct  of  General  Providence,  for  to  his  management 
alone  it  Avas  owing ; your  Lordship  is  likeAvise  certainly 
acquainted  Avith  our  glorious  return  to  N.  York,  after 
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having  perform’d  the  most  surprising  feats  that  ever 
were  heard  or  read  of — as  to  the  loss  of  Fort  William 
Henry,  I believe  it  would  puzzle  much  wisei*  persons 
than  myself  to  give  any  I’easons  why  it  was  lost,  or  even 
to  guess  how : concerning  this  affair  I fancy  yon  Gen- 
tlemen, on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  must  remain 
some  time  in  the  dark,  at  least  it  is  very  probable,  as 
We,  who  are  almost  on  the  spot,  have  very  imperfect 
Ideas  of  the  causes  of  this  misfortune — thus  far  I will 
venture  to  tell  you — General  who  left  to  command  on 
this  important  Frontier  was  stripped  of  every  Soldier, 
every  Officer,  every  Kanger,  every  Gunner,  of  Avdiom  at 
that  time  a good  opinion  was  entertained — whether 
justly  or  no,  I cannot  pretend  to  say,  this.  He  com- 
plained of  himself,  and  it  was  obvious  to  every  jDerson 
who  knew  any  thing  of  the  Country,  and  did  not  look 
ujion  it  as  mutiny  or  sedition  to  see  with  their  own  eyes, 
that  the  Country  was  left  in  every  respect  in  so  defence- 
less a State,  that  some  misfortune  of  this  kind  must  ne- 
cessarily happen — this  was  said  (long  before  it  did  hap- 
pen) fry  almost  all  Peojde,  and  in  all  Comjranies ; But 
the  particular  defence  of  the  Fort  was  (if  possible)  still 
more  extraordinary  than  the  general  disposition  for  the 
Protection  of  the  Frontier — Coll.  Monroe  the  Com- 
manding Officer  was  a very  worthy  old  Gentlewoman — 
but  terribly  affiicted  with  a paraletic  disorder  of  which 
She  is  since  dead — but  the  Second  in  command  who  was 
chief  Manager,  is  esteem’d  one  of  the  most  experienc’d 
Captains  of  the  age,  and  so  undouldedly  he  is,  otherwise 
he  con’d  never  be  chosen  by  so  judicious  and  penetrating 

a Commander  as  the  E of  L d — n for  his  chief 

and  sole  Counsellor  he  consulted  as  his  Oracle — nay 
adoi‘’d  by  him — his  God  Almighty — but  notwithstand- 
ing his  infallibility  there  have  some  circumstances  aj:)- 
pear’d  which  are  not  altogether  to  his  honor  and  glory 
— such  as  his  having  reported  to  General  Webb,  that 
the  French  Batteries  (which  were  scarcely  begun)  were 
at  the  distance  of  130  yards — but  they  have  since  un- 
fortunately turn’d  out  to  he  at  more  than  650  yards — 
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for  L’d  Howe  lias  had  the  malicious  curiosity  to  take  a 
tramp  to  the  place — measure  the  ground,  and  most  in- 
humanly to  report  the  trutli — which  was  in  effect  little 
less  than  to  give  the  lie  to  this  illustrious  Coll  Young — 
for  that  is  the  gentleman’s  name — He  came  out  of  the 
Dutch  Service,  where  I suppose  he  learnt  that  method 
of  capitulating,  which  he  has  since  put  in  ju'actice — 
thei'e  are  likewise  some  reports  which  are  not  advanta- 
geous to  him  in  regard  to  his  integrity  concerning  a few 
little  private  agreements  of  his  own  with  Montcalm,  hut 
I cannot  pretend  to  say  whether  they  are  true  or  not — 
they  are  talk’d  of  publicly  by  the  Army — perhaps  it  is 
only  the  general  tenor  of  his  conduct  which  gives  birth 
to  such  stories,  and  renders  the  blackest  circumstances 
concerning  him  credible — tliis  is  certain,  the  place  was 
either  lost  thro’  treachery,  most  wretch’d  management, 
or  infamous  cowardice — and  if  tlie  publick  rests  satis- 
fied without  a thorough  examination  into  the  causes  of 
it,  they  must  be  overcome  with  so  profound  a lethargy, 
that  I sliould  think  it  wou’d  be  much  better  to  make  a 
present  at  once  of  all  our  possessions  in  America  to  the 
French,  than  to  make  any  struggles  about  the  matter, 
without  the  least  chance  of  keeping  what  we  have,  or 
recovering  what  we  have  lost,  when  such  proceedings 
are  passed  over  in  silence ; nay,  it  will  certainly  l)e  for 
interest,  as  every  vain  struggle  we  can  make,  must  be- 
come additional  expense  to  us,  both  in  blood  and  money 
— it  seems  to  us  a little  curious  that  the  peoj^le  in  Eng- 
land should  be  so  furious  and  vociferous  against  their 
Admirals  and  Generals  for  any  unsuccess  in  Euroj)e, 
and  at  the  same  time  remain  utterly  insensible  and  stu- 
pid in  regard  to  our  American  blunders — As  to  our  not 
attacking  Cape  Breton,  I don’t  see  how  either  the  Ad- 
miral or  the  General  can  be  blam’d;  the  French  were 
too  strong  for  us,  according  to  all  intelligence 

we  ^ 
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To  Miss  Sidney  Lee. 

Sister, 

You  must  not  take  it  ill  that  I only  write  to  you  a 
very  few  lines,  the  packet  is  to  sail  early  tomorrow  of 
which  I have  this  instant  receiv’d  notice.  My  wound 
wliich  I rec'^  at  the  lines  of  Ticonderoga  has  at  length 
heal’d  up,  but  I have  had  since  an  Escape  infinitely 
more  surprising;  a little  cowardly  Surgeon  had  treated 
me  very  ill ; compos’d  a stupid  libel  on  me,  which  he 
read  to  the  General  and  whole  Camp,  I thrash’d  him  as 
he  deserved ; the  scoundrel  had  not  spirit  to  resent  it 
properly,  but  waited  for  me  on  a road  which  he  knew 
I was  to  pass,  seiz’d  my  horse  by  the  bridle,  presented 
a pistol  at  my  heai*t,  (so  close  that  the  muzzle  almost 
touc’d  me)  and  fir’d.  My  horse  foidunately  at  that 
instant  started  to  the  right,  which  sav’d  me ; but  the 
shock  was  very  violent,  and  the  contusion  very  great, 
exactly  under  my  heart ; He  wou’d  have  dispatch’d  me 
with  a second  pistol,  but  Capt.  Dunbar  (who  was  with 
me)  struck  it  out  of  his  hand.  He  is  to  be  try’d  by  a 
Court  Martial,  and  will  undoubtedly  be  broke.  We 
have  no  news  stirring  here,  but  a rumour  that  General 
Forbes  has  taken  Fort  Ducpiesne.  I wish  to  God  it 
may  be  true,  for  nothing  can  possibly  be  mo]*e  important 
to  our  nation  than  this  place.  We  are  much  pleas’d 
with  our  new  General  Amhurst,  the  Indians  seem  well 
inclin’d  towards  us.  The  Oneydas  (who  were  our  most 
violent  Enemy s)  have  declared  for  us.  I hope  we  shall 
have  no  peace  ’till  N.  America  is  ours.  I never  received 
an  answer  to  the  letter  I wrote  from  Fort  Edward  to 
you,  nor  to  one  from  Albany.  One  came  to  my  hands 
a few  days  ago  dated  in  January.  Adieu,  My  D''  Sister, 
exj)ect  to  receive  soon  a long  letter  from  me.  My  duty 
to  my  Mother  ; and  love  to  all  friends, 

I am  most  affectionately 
' Yours 

Long  Island. 

Dec^  y"  7'"^  [1758.] 


Charles  Lee. 
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To  Miss  Sidney  Lee. 


My  D''  Sister, 

The  present  hurry  and  confusion  of  our  situation  will 
only  permit  me  to  send  you  these  few  lines,  which  I 
ho])e  you  will  consider  as  a proof  that  I am  not  cpiite 
so  negligent  as  you  frequently  accuse  me  of.  You  must 
be  satisfy’d  that  in  few  words  I tell  you  we  have  after 
a siege  of  nineteen  days  reduc’d  the  most  important 
post  of  Niagara,  a place  of  great  strength  and  prodi- 
gious consequence  to  our  nation.  It  cuts  off  all  com- 
munication between  Canada  and  all  other  Settlements 
in  America  belonging  to  the  French ; it  entirely  com- 
mands the  numerous  back  nations  of  Indians,  and  con- 
sequently engrosses  the  whole  fur  trade  to  us,  a more 
solid  and  real  advantage  to  the  Puldick  than  the  whole 
Commerce  with  the  E.  Indies.  This  happy  event  was 
brought  about  by  only  two  thousand  men  of  which  our 
Eegiment  compos’d  one  half.  The  French  Garrison 
consisted  of  600  men,  a reinforcement  of  1500  were  be- 
hind us,  waiting  an  opportunity  to  throw  themselves 
in.  This  they  attempted  on  the  26*"^  of  this  month,  and 
were  totally  defeated  under  the  Cannon  of  the  Fort 
with  the  entire  loss  of  officers  and  men,  their  Indians 
excepted,  who  escap’d  as  usual  by  their  inimitable 
swiftness.  The  Garrison  surrendered  in  consequence 
of  this  the  same  nioflit.  On  our  side  in  this  sieo:e  our 
General  Priddeaux,  and  our  second  in  command  kill’d, 
some  few  officers  wounded,  and  about  two  hundred 
soldiers  kill’d  and  wounded,  with  some  few  of  our 
Indians.  I myself  escap’d  unhurt,  but  two  musket  balls 
at  the  same  instant  graz’d  my  liair.  Your  friend 
Dunbar,  for  such  I find  he  is,  altho’  you  never  saw  him, 
is  safe.  He  behav’d  as  usual  much  to  his  rej^mtation. 
This  place  is  quite  a paradise  situated  on  the  West  end 
of  Lake  Ontario,  and  wash’d  by  Niagara  Piver  18 
miles  from  the  great  falls,  the  most  stupendous  Cataract 
of  the  World.  1 believe  I sliall  settle,  marry  and  trade 
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liere.  Our  plunder  has  been  considerable,  amongst 
which  there  are  some  fine  skins,  which  I intend  to  send 
to  you  by  the  first  opportunity  to  dispose  of  as  you 
please.  You  must  present  some  of  ’em  to  my  Mother. 
You  may  perhaps  think  opportunities  frequent  and 
expect  ’em  too  soon,  but  I would  have  you  reflect  that 
we  are  at  least  700  miles  from  the  first  seaport.  Adieu, 
my  D"’  Sister.  My  duty  to  my  Mother,  and  respects  to 
]\P  Mather,  and  all  my  acquaintance,  but  to  my  Aunts 
I beg  you  will  be  particular. 

I am  most  Sincerely 

Your  aifectionate  Brother 

CiiA : Lee. 

ksiagara 

July  y'^  30'"^  [1759.] 


To  Sir  William  Bitnbury. 


Niagara,  August  y*"  9^^  1759. 

Dear  S® 

I do’nt  know  whether  this  Letter  may  be  time  enough 
for  the  Pacquet,  liut  I am  determin’d  at  least  not  to 
lose  an  opportunity  Avdiich  offers  itself  from  this  place, 
to  assure  you  of  my  respects,  A to  acquaint  you  with 
our  happy  reduction  of  this  important  Fort  of  Niagara, 
which  is  to  the  English  Nation  a most  glorious  and 
solidly  advantageous  acquisition,  by  its  strength  most 
formidable,  A by  its  situation  absolute  Empress  of  the 
Inland  parts  of  North  America,  commanding  the  two 
great  Lakes,  Erie,  Ontario;  the  Biver  Ohio,  all  the 
upper  nations  of  Indians,  and  consequently  engrossing 
the  whole  Fur  trade,  cutting  off  the  communication 
between  Canada  A Missasipi,  A thus  defeating  their 
favourite  and  long  projected  sclieme  of  forming  a chain 
round  our  Colonies,  so  as  in  time  to  have  justled  us 
into  the  Sea.  This  event  was  brought  about  by  a mere 
handful  of  men,  2000  only  from  the  body  of  the  Army, 
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with  1000  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations,  Our  Artillery 
was  trifling  & bad ; onr  Engineers  (as  usual)  execraldy 
ignorant.  The  Senekas,  the  most  numerous  tfe  powerful 
tribe  of  onr  Indians,  wave  ling  and  irresolute,  ready  to 
desert  ns  on  the  first  prospect  of  nnsnccess.  Onr  first 
A second  in  Command  Priddeaiix  and  Johnstone  (both 
worthy  and  brave  men)  kill’d  on  the  same  day  in  the 
Trenches,  by  ^vhich  means  the  command  devolved  on 
Sir  J ohnston,  a very  good  and  valnal)le  man,  but 

utterly  a stranger  to  military  affairs.  On  the  part  of 
the  Enemy,  they  had  a Gariison  of  620  men  in  the  Fort 
Commanded  by  an  able  and  experienced  Engineer,  were 
absolute  masters  of  the  Lake  by  means  of  their  arm’d 
sloops  (add  to  this  a reinforcement  of  Fi'ench  A Utawawa 
Indians,  to  the  amount  of  1500  men — a number  erpial 
to  our  army,  now  reduc’d  by  fatigue,  death  or  wounds) 
l^ehind  us,  ready  to  throw  themselves  in  the  first  oppor- 
tunity. These  circumstances  gave  but  a dull  as])ect  to 
the  face  of  our  affairs ; but  the  courage  and  perseve- 
rance of  our  Troops  surmounted  all  difficulties.  On  the 
the  Enemy  attempted  to  force  a passage  into  the 
Fort,  tfe  were  opposed  by  about  900  men  only,  the  rest 
were  emj)loy’d  to  defend  our  Camp  A the  Trenches. 
Our  men  received  their  fire  ^vitli  great  intrepidity,  and 
immediately  rush’d  in  with  their  Bayonets,  the  victory 
w'as  cpiick  & decisive  in  our  favour,  almost  their  entire 
party  cut  off,  except  tlie  Indians  who  escap’d  as  usual 
by  their  inimitable  speed  of  foot.  The  action  happen’d 
under  the  Cannon  of  the  Fort,  which  surrendered  the 
same  night.  It  was  with  difficulty  we  restrain’d  onr 
Mohocks  & Oneidas  from  sacrificing  all  their  officers,  & 
indeed  it  would  have  been  but  justice  for  they  had  a 
few  hours  before  surpris’d  a party  of  our  Light  Infan- 
try, cut  off  their  heads  A arms,  and  fix’d  them  u])oii 
Poles.  I suppose  in  terrorem  to  us.  Thus  was  Niagara 
reduc’d  on  the  19th  day  from  our  first  opening  the 
Trenches.  The  loss  on  our  side  is  190  kill’d  tfe  wounded 
with  some  few  Indians.  The  situation  of  this  ]dace 
and  the  country  round  it  are  certainly  most  magnificent. 
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It  stands  on  Lake  Ontario  at  the  mouth  of  Niagara 
River  18  miles  from  the  great  falls,  the  most  stupendous 
Cataract  in  the  known  World.  Had  I a throat  of 
Bi  ‘ass  a thousand  top.gues  I might  attempt  to  describe 
it,  but  without  them  it  certainly  beggars  all  description. 
The  country  resembles  Ickwoith  Park,  if  not  surpasses 
it.  Fo]*  an  immense  space  around  it,  it  is  fill’d  with 
Deer,  Bears,  Turkeys,  Raccoons,  in  short  all  sort  of 
game.  The  Lake  affoi’ds  Salmon  other  excellent 
fish.  But  I am  afraid  you  will  think  I am  growing 
Romantick,  therefore  shall  only  say  it  is  such  a Paradise 
& such  an  acquisition  to  our  Nation,  that  I woii’d  not 
sacrifice  it  to  redeem  the  dominions  of  any  one  Electoral 
Prince  in  Geiinany  from  the  hands  of  the  Enemy.  I 
ho])e  my  aunt  tfc  Cousins  are  well,  I long  to  see  ’em  but 
God  knows  when  I shall  have  that  satisfaction.  In  the 
meantime  I beg  you  will  assui’e  them  that  I am  most 
sincerely  theirs,  and  believe  me  D''  Sir  to  be 

your  affectionate  nephew 

C.  Lee. 


FpvOm  the  Eael  of  Pembeoke. 

London,  Nov.  26*^’  1759. 

Your  American  posts,  my  Dear  Lee,  are  damn’d  hard 
upon  me,  and  mal  reglees  you  and  Montgomery  are  so 
good,  as  to  write  to  me  often  from  thence  I have  been 
u})on  honor  very  exact  in  my  answers,  without  having 
been  lucky  enough  that  either  of  you  should  have  heard 
from  me,  this  time  I liope  to  l)e  more  fortunate,  having 
recommended  my  letter  to  the  best  hand.  I envy  you 
all  the  sej*vice  you  have  seen,  whilst  I have  been  in  the 
most  sluggish  inactivity — I have  indeed  got  a son,  but 
celcc  ne  conte  gueres — our  good  fortune,  and  that  of  our 
friends  has  been  indefatigable  this  year.  To-day  I have 
the  news  of  the  Surrender  of  Munster,  and  the  French 
in  Germany  i*etiring,  probably  into  winter  quarters. 
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Daun  is  doing  tlie  same,  and  is  likely  to  leave  tlie  ama- 
zing K.  of  Prussia  once  more  in  possession  of  Saxony. 
The  liussians  we  flatter  ourselves  will  move  no  more. 
The  Brest  fleet  is  out,  Hawke  after  them,  and  a good 
account  of  them  hoped  for,  and  expected  every  moment 
— Next  year,  I hope  to  have  something  to  do  in  Ger- 
many, where  they  talk  of  sending  us — I believe  you 
already  know  my  trade — L*'  Col.  to  Gen.  Eliott’s  Light 
Dragoons.  Being  as  horse  mad  as  ever,  and  having  the 
rank  of  Colonel  before,  by  being  the  King’s  Aid  de 
Camp,  I preferr’d  that  to  a young  reg^'  of  foot — so 
many  children  have  of  late  been  made  Generals,  that 
we  children  Colonels  are  already  very  high  on  the  list, 
the  Biding  Ac.  of  this  new  Corps  has  kept  me  fully  em- 
ployed all  summer,  and  I am  now  come  up  to  town  for 
winter  quarters,  which  the  season  makes  now  much 
more  pleasant  than  the  Country  ones.  AVe  are  all  here 
in  grief  for  the  loss  of  poor  AVolfe.  No  l)ody  of  that 
age  can  be  more  publicly  and  privately  admir’d  and  re- 
gretted— The  war  in  America  we  are  in  hopes  will  l)e 
over  very  soon  ; if  so,  I shall  ho])e  to  have  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  you  very  soon — The  French’s  fighting  days 
seem  to  be  over  or  at  least  suspended — Every  day  ])ro- 
duces  a change  amongst  them  of  generals.  Admirals, 
and  Ministry,  and  everything  speaks  them  to  be  in  the 
greatest  poverty  and  disunion.  It  don’t  often  happen 
here,  or  any  where  else,  I believe,  but  there  is  certainl}' 
at  present  amongst  all  here  the  greatest  spirit  and  unan- 
imity imaginable,  and  no  appearances  of  want,  much 
debauch  and  good  living,  so  pray  come  amongst  us  soon, 
you  have  the  good  fortune  not  only  to  have  seen  service 
enough  most  of  it  successful — All  your  friends  are  well 
— Adieu,  my  D"*-  Lee,  let  me  hear  from  you  when  you 
can,  and  be  assur’d,  that  no  one  can  interest  themselves 
more  sincerely  about  you,  than 

most  aff''-  friend 

A liumble  Servant 

PE.AiniiOKE. 


To  Capt.  Charles  Lee  in  the 
44  th  Begt.  Albany. 
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From  Sir  AVilliam  Buj^^bury. 

London,  Nov.  28tli,  1759. 

Dear  C it  apples, 

You  have  obliged  me  very  much  by  a second  letter, 
come  lately  to  my  Hands,  and  dated  from  Niagara  : AA^e 
liad  before  had  accounts  of  the  Beduction  of  it  and  your 
being  in  possession  of  the  glorious  Country  around, 
which  by  your  description  must  be  a Paradise  indeed, 
and  it  is  much  to  be  wished  it  may  never  again  go  out 
of  our  hands : our  accpiisitions  this  year  have  been  so 
great  and  important,  that  it  has  been  thought  proj^er  to 
ap])oint  tomorrow,  a public  thanksgiving  day;  & tho’ 
Amherst  has  not  gott  so  forward  as  was  expected,  yet 
lie  sends  AA^ord  He  is  Master  of  Lake  Champlain ; which 
as  we  are  possessed  on  the  other  side  of  Quelieck  must 
bound  the  Enemy  between  the  two  in  such  a manner,  as 
we  conclude  here  Avill  distress  them  extremely,  if  not 
oldige  them  to  make  submission  A surrender — in  Eu- 
rope  you  will  have  heard  Boscawen  fell  in  with  the 
Toulon  Fleet  and  took  four  of  them ; and  Ave  are  noAv 
in  hourly  expectation  of  HaAALe’s  overtaking  the  Brest 
■fleet,  Avhich  has  stolen  out  of  the  harbour  t’other  day  in 
order,  as  it  is  supposed  to  coAmr  a descent  either  upon 
Ireland  or  this  Country  Avhich  they  have  long  threat- 
ened us  Avith : but  it  must  be  a very  desperate  game 
they  are  playing,  since,  if  our  ships  liaA^e  the  luck  to 
come  nj)  with  them,  all  have  little  Fear  here  of  their 
giving  them  such  a bloAV,  as  Avill  put  an  end  to  the 
Naval  force  of  France  for  some  time  to  come — but  I 
will  talk  no  more  of  Puldick  affairs ; it  will  probably 
be  of  greater  satisfaction  to  you  to  hear  of  the  Avelfare 
of  your  friends  and  relations,  Avhicli  I am  happily  ena- 
l>led  at  present  to  assure  you  off ; for  I know  not  of 
any  exception  amongst  them  all : my  son  is  gone  to 
Turin,  and  I hope  Ave  may  presume  upon  his  health,  tho 
we  have  not  lately  heard  from  him  He  is  to  stay  there 
five  or  six  months  and  afterwards  to  ramble  about  Italy 


THE  LEE  PAPEES. 


25 


another  tAvelve  months — Your  sister  Sydy  complains 
you  do  not  write  so  often  as  she  wishes ; I gave  her  tlie 
satisfaction  of  knowing  you  had  favoi'ed  me  lately  witli 
a letter,  and  that  you  were  well  and  hap})y  as  I aniANull- 
ing  to  suppose  by  the  strain  of  your  style,  which  is 
very  lively  and  interesting  the  books  and  chocolate  you 
desired  have  l)een  sent  to  M'’  Callroff  near  a month  agoe, 
who  has  taken  the  charge  of  them,  and  I hope  they  will 
get  safe  to  your  hands : but  sure  you  are  not  to  stay  on 
that  Continent  for  ever : We  wish  you  to  come  again 
amongst  your  friends,  and  surely  some  change  might  be 
procured  as  well  as  advance  on  this  side  of  the  water, 
if  you  desired  it : Lord  Gi*anby  commands  in  Germany 
at  present,  and  is  likely  to  be  at  the  head  of  the  Army 
on  this  side  of  the  water  too,  if  Ligonier  drops ; and  it 
is  supj)osed  he  cannot  last  a great  while  longer:  the 
taking  of  Munster  which  we  had  advice  of  t’other  day 
will  1:)e  of  great  Importance  to  our  allied  army  and  se- 
cure them  good  winter  quarters. 

A great  many  matches  are  talked  of  here  in  Town, 
so  that  if  you  do  not  come  soon,  all  our  hne  young  la- 
dies will  be  disposed  of  : the  Duke  of  Beaufort’s  Sister, 
Lady  Anne  Somerset,  to  Lord  Nortliampton,  Lady  Ju- 
lian CVdyear  to  Mr.  Dawkins ; Lady  Mary  Douglas  to 
Lord  lioubary,  as  it  is  said,  cfe  God  knows  how  many 
more  which  would  tire  me  to  Avrite  tk  you  to  read,  but 
I know  of  none  of  your  particular  acquaintance,  that 
have  or  are  about  changing  their  state.  Bray,  go  on 
writing  to  us,  for  I know  no  body  Ijetter  qualified  to 
enteu’tain  by  their  letters.  I wish  I had  as  good  a knack 
on  my  side  for  the  sake  of  your  amusement : your  aunt 
A Cousins  beg  to  live  constantly  in  yi*.  memory  and 
good  wishes ; they  desire  I will  assure  you  you  have 
theirs  most  heartily ; and  I hope  I need  not  add  that 
you  ^vill  invariably  have  those  of  your  affectionate  and 
obliged  uncle. 


W“  B UNBURY. 
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To  Miss  Sidney  Lee. 

Philadelpliia,  March  y"  [1760.] 

My  D®  Sister, 

As  an  excellent  opportunity  oilers  itself  at  present  to 
w]‘ite  to  you,  I shall  not  neglect  it,  which  in  reallity  I 
have  seldom  been  guilty  of,  notwithstanding  your 
heavy  accusations;  since  the  siege  of  Niagara  (fi'oni 
which  place  I wrote  to  yon.  Sir  Will™  A Ld.  Pem- 
broke) I have  received  only  one  letter  from  yon,  which 
came  to  my  hands  a few  days  ago,  dated  Nov.  y® 
nor  indeed  was  it  possible  that  I should  have  receiv’d 
any,  from  the  whimsical  situation  I have  been  in,  or 
more  properly  from  my  having  been  in  no  situation  at 
all;  on  the  19*^  of  SepP  I was  order’d  out  on  a scout 
with  one  other  officer  and  fourteen  men  to  discover  (if 
jiossible)  what  was  become  of  the  remains  of  the 
French  Army  which  escap’d  from  the  Battle;  we  had 
the  satisfaction  of  being  the  first  English  who  ever 
cross’d  the  vast  Lake  of  Erie ; we  pass’d  through  tlie 
French  Forts  of  Pres(|’  Isle  and  Yinango  descended 
do\Mi  the  Ivivers  of  Buffalo  and  Ohio  and  in  14  days 
arrived  safe  (tho’  naked  A almost  starv’d)  at  Fort 
Dnqnesne ; if  yon  have  an  inclination  to  be  accpiainted 
with  all  these  places  yon  must  consult  the  maps,  as  an 
history  of  ’em  from  me  won’d  not  only  be  very  imperfect 
but  extreamly  tedious  At  this  place,  I saw  yonr 
Friend  Mallier,  who  was  in  good  health,  but  a little  in 
liquor,  as  indeed  were  most  of  the  officers  I saw  there, 
from  Fort  Dnqnesne,  I took  a little  jaunt  of  700  miles 
to  Gen.  Amherst  at  Crown  Point,  from  thence  another 
of  five  hundred  and  fifty  to  Oswego,  and  from  Oswego 
another  trifling  of  600  to  this  place  where  I am  now 
recruiting.  These  pretty  trips  altogether  have  employ’d 
me  three  months,  so  that  it  was  almost  impossible  any 
of  yonr  letters  shon’d  have  reach’d  me  unless  yon  were 
to  do,  as  Swift  says  They  us’d  to  contrive  with  L*^ 
Peterborough  direct  at  him,  not  to  him,  and  so  some- 
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times  catcli  him  flying.  It  is  now  tlie  l)eginning  of 
Marcli,  but  we  are  entii’ely  strangers  to  the  plan  of 
operations  for  the  insning  campaign  so  extremely  close 
and  reserv’d  is  our  General.  He  is  indeed  in  every 
respect  the  reverse  of  his  two  predecessors,  and  conse- 
quently a man  of  great  abilities  worth  : altho’  I 
ought  to  do  that  nol)le  pair  of  chiefs  the  justice  to  de- 
clare, 1 do’nt  believe  the  most  sagacious  person  con’d 
ever  penetrate  into  any  of  their  schemes.  Now  that  I 
am  speaking  of  Generals,  what  an  irreparable  loss  was 
that  glorious  Hero,  Wolf ! (fe  such  frankness,  such  un- 
boun'ded  generosity  to  paidiculars,  such  zeal  for  the 
pul)lick,  with  such  *amazing  talents  for  ^var,  that  not  to 
be  in  raptures  with  this  divine  character,  is  I think  an 
impiety  to  our  country  which  gave  him  l)irth.  Our 
uncle  Bunbury’s  Friend  G.  Townshend  seems  to  have 
been  sparing  of  his  eulogiums  upon  the  fallen  Conqueror 
on  whom  (as  the  whole  glory  of  this  mighty  acquisition 
was  conferr’d  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  the  Army) 
He  seems  to  have  look’d  with  an  invidious  eye ; such  is 
the  fate  of  superior,  unrivall’d  merit  in  onr  Cotempora- 
ries. I have  this  instant  received  a large  pacquet  of 
letters  across  the  country  from  Niagara,  in  which  there 
are  two  inclos’d  from  you  dated  April  y®  29*^  and  June 
the  3 A They  have  made  me  extreamly  happy,  not 
only  in  giving  me  fresh  proofs  of  yonr  affectionate 
punctuality,  but  in  convincing  me  that  I am  not  yet 
worn  out  from  the  memory  of  several  persons  whose 
friendship  and  good  opinion  I esteem  an  honour  and 
felicity.  I must  therefore  insist  that  you  return  imme- 
diately my  warmest  thanks  to  M"'®  Gordon,  her  daughter, 
and  particularly  my  Aunts,  for  their  kind  sentiments 
toAvards  one  who  in  this  long  banishment  looks  upon 
nothing  dreadful  but  the  being  absented  from  them  & 
some  other  such  generous  friends.  I am  a little  incens’d 
at  my  Uncle  Bunbury  for  not  informing  you  of  my  let- 
ter from  Niagara,  tho  I do  assure  you  I Avrote  another 
at  the  same  time  to  you,  and  am  much  surpris’d  how  it 
cou’d  miscarry.  You  seem  anxious  to  know  how  the 
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little  surgeon  escap’d  witlioiit  being  try’d.  I must  tell 
you,  it  was  tlie  fault  of  myself  and  the  other  two  gen- 
tlemen, Dunbar  and  Baillie,  for  the  little  Villain,  after 
having  some  time  stiffly  denied  every  circumstance 
thought  proper  to  retract  on  the  app]*oach  of  the  C. 
Martial,  throwing  himself  on  the  mercy  of  the  General, 
beg’d  him  to  intercede  so  far  with  us  as  to  permit  him 
after  a ])ublick  acknowledgment  of  his  crime  to  sell 
out,  and  not  deprive  him  of  the  only  means  he  had  of 
supporting  himself  in  the  world ; we  foolishly  consent’d, 
of  which  we  often  heartily  repented,  not  upon  his  ac- 
count so  much  as  that  it  prevented  us  bringing  to  light 
the  villainy  of  another  man  no  less  a person  than  the 
Major  of  our  own  Regiment,  one  Beckwith,  a Yorkshire 
man;  the  detestable  tyranny  of  this  j^etty  Caligula, 
Myself  and  some  other  Captains  had  oppos’d  as  much 
as  lay  in  our  power,  for  which  he  bore  us  the  most  in- 
veterate hatred,  but  to*  me  in  j^articular.  He  try’d 
every  method  underhand  to  hurt  (like  all  offended 
Cowards)  which  I return’d  l)y  open  afflronts,  these  he 
so  ill-dio-ested  that  in  the  course  of  this  affair  We  had 

O 

discover’d  that  it  was  with  his  pistols  the  Surgeon 
made  this  attempt : that  he  Avas  privy  in  some  measure 
to  the  design;  some  even  suspect  he  urg’d  him  to  it, 
for  Capt.  Dunbar  declares  that  Avhen  he  return’d  the  pis- 
tols to  this  Avorthy  Major  and  acquainted  him  Avith  the 
attempt  and  miscarriage,  he  exclaim’d.  Is  he  not  dead  ? 
Avith  the  seeming  disap j)ointment  of  Othello  Avhen  he 
cries  out.  Not  Cassio  dead  ? then  murder’s  out  of  time. 
These  were  the  means  by  AAdiich  he  avoid’d  a Court 
Martial,  and  not  by  any  factious  and  national  cabal ; 
and  I do  assure  you,  this  Avhole  Corps  of  Offlcers  are 
most  unexceptionable  young  men ; you  Avill  perhaps  be 
astonish’d  how  such  a scoundrel  as  this  Maj*’  shou’d  be 
suffer’d  to  remain  in  the  Army ; many  AAdiimsical  cir- 
cumstances too  tedious  to  enumerate  have  concur’d  to 
it ; but  as  soon  as  this  Campaign  is  finish’d  (and  this 
from  the  situation  of  the  French  must  undoubtedly  be 
the  last)  I shall  take  care  to  rout  him  or  myself  out  of 
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the  f(H*  in  a Reg*  ^ntll  such  an  al)andon\l  mis- 

creant I will  not  serve,  but  to  leave  this  odious  to])ie, 
the  person  who  Avill  deliver  this  letter  to  yon  is  one 
Capt.  Grant.  He  was  in  onr  Halifax  Ex])edition 
master  of  one  of  onr  Regimental  Transports,  lie  is  an 
honest,  blunt,  well  meaning  Tar,  and  toleral)ly  well 
dress’d,  for  he  has  a black  velvet  waistcoat  lac’d  with 
silver ; any  civilities  you  can  shew  liiin  will  much 
oblige  me.  His  ship  is  to  sail  immediately  for  Liver- 
])ool  which  won’d  have  been  a glorious  o})portnnity  of 
sending  some  Indian  cnriositys  I had  collected  for  you 
iSz  some  others.  Those  for  you  consist  only  of  a pair  of 
fine  shoes  and  a child’s  cradle,  in  case  of  marriage.  It 
is  a most  ingenious  contrivance,  for  the  child  is  swadled 
in  such  a manner  as  to  keep  his  limbs  always  sti*ait  which 
is  the  cause  perhaps  of  that  inimitable  elegance  of  sha2:)e 
in  Indians  not  to  be  met  with  in  Europeans.  I have 
likewise  a few  furs  for  yon,  but  these  things  are  at 
Niagara,  with  which  place  there  can  be  no  conininnica- 
tion  before  May ; the  spotted  Sqnirrells  I mentioned  to 
yon  are  not  to  be  had  at  this  time  of  year,  as  the  ground 
is  too  hard  with  frost  to  come  at  their  nests ; but  you 
may  depend  upon  having  ’em  the  first  opportunity;  I 
wou’d  send  yon  some  mocking  birds  which  imitate  the 
sounds  not  only  of  all  other  l)irds,  but  likewise  of  many 
beasts  ; but  these  they  say  will  not  live  in  the  Climate 
of  England.  What  yon  tell  me  of  Capt.  Townshend 
does  not  mnch  surprise  me,  for  I knew  he  had  always 
too  great  a propensity  to  be  important  and  exceedingly 
wise,  unless  some  Friend  would  have  kindness  enough 
to  be  constantly  laughing  at  him,  which  Miss  Piice  us’d 
to  accuse  me  of  as  a piece  of  cruelty ; but  I wish  to 
God  that  Boy  George  had  been  sent  over  when  I wrote 
for  him,  he  had  ])een  now  one  of  our  oldest  Lieutenants. 
I wish  in  your  next  letter  yon  won’d  send  me  a minute 
description  of  that  light  Infantry  Regiment.  I must 
now  hnish  as  Capt.  Grant  hails  me  and  tells  me  he 
must  weigh.  My  compliments  or  rather  love  to  L‘* 
Malpa’s  his  wife  and  her  mother — Miss  Price,  I really 
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have  a perfect  esteem  for,  as  likewise  for  Miss  Hamhle* 
tons. 

Adieu,  my  Sister 
I am  most  sincerely 
Yours — CiiA.  Lee. 

My  mother  you  must  assure  of  my  Most  dutifull 
respects  and  M""  Mather — send  me  Thucidides. 


To  Miss  Sidney  Lee. 


My  dear  Sister, 

I i*eceiv’d  yours  of  y®  20th  of  January  whicli  has  a 
good  deal  confounded  me  ; it  is  impossible  for  me  to 
come  over  lief  ore  the  Campaign  is  over,  when  it  shall 
be  hnish’d  I will  hy  to  you;  in  the  meantime  jointly 
with  M""  Mana  endeavour  to  prevent  any  prejudice 
AVilson  may  do  me. 

Adieu,  my  D’'  Sister 

Yours  most  affectionately 

Charles  Lee. 

New  Yoi%  May  y"  16'^  [1  <"^0.] 


To  AIiss  SiDNEA"  Lee. 

My  Sister, 

I rec’d  your  letter  and  shall  accept  of  my  uncle’s 
invitation  the  moment  I have  settled  my  busyness,  when 
I say  Imsyness,  I don’t  mean  anything  relating  to  AVil- 
son (your  apprehensions  on  that  head  seems  to  have 
been  entirely  groundless)  but  an  introduction  to  Air. 
Pitt,  which  some  of  my  friends  here  have  promis’d  to 
procure  me  ; I am  inclin’d  to  flatter  myself  that  it  may 
be  of  service  to  me  as  I can  inform  him  of  many  cir- 
cumstances in  regal'd  to  some  parts  of  N.  America 
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which  he  may  perhaps  be  glad  to  hear  and  whicli  lie 
can  alone  have  from  me.  When  I have  done  this,  I 
shall  hy  to  you — My  love  to  all  where  you  are,  and 
believe  me  to  be 

Yours  most  Sincerely 

C.  Lee. 


London,  Fryday  [1760-61.] 

To  Miss  Lee,  at  S’"  Bunbury’s 

at  Barton,  Sutfolk. 


To  Miss  Sidney  Lee. 


D®  Sister, 

I re’d  your  letter,  and  wou’d  by  no  means  advise 
you  to  come  to  town  before  the  23'’'^  and  God  knows 
whether  I shall  then  be  able  to  set  out.  I have  had  an 
unlucky  illness  which  has  confin’d  me  at  home  for  some 
time  and  consequently  prevented  me  from  doing  my 
necessary  busyness  ; I have  such  a propensity  to  quack- 
ery, that  I shall  some  time  or  other  make  my  exit  in  this 
wise  manner,  I had  a very  hard  struggle  for  my  life 
this-  time,  which  has  given  me  enough  of  experiments 
for  one  while  ; Harry’s  colours  will  be  down  in  a few 
days.  Adieu,  and  believe  me  to  be 

Most  affectionately 

Yours — C.  Lee. 

Feb.  y«  10^^  [1761.] 

If  you  can,  stay  at  Barton,  ’till  I write. 


To  Miss  Sidney  Lee. 


D''  Sister, 

I rec’d  your  letter,  but  am  so  far  from  pretending 
to  dictate  to  you  what  you  shou’d  or  shou’d  not  do, 
that  I wou’d  scarcely  venture  to  give  you  my  opinion  ; I 
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oan  iiiforiu  yon  of  my  situation,  and  from  tlience  yon 
may  settle  yonr  plan,  a fresli  cold  wliicli  I canglit  liad 
put  it  out  of  my  po^ver  to  stir  about  any  Imsyness,  ])e' 
fore  yesterday ; when  I presented  a petition  to  the 
King  ; Bute  has  promis’d  to  speak  in  my  favor  and 
give  an  aiiSAver  very  soon  ; before  I receive  this  answer, 
it  will  be  impossilde  for  me  to  say  when  I can  go  to 
Chester  ; I s hon’d  therefore  think,  if  it  will  not  be  al)- 
solntely  inconvenient,  that  yon  liad  better  remain  at 
Barton,  nntill  I can  give  yon  a positive  answer,  unless 
yon  have  an  inclination  to  stay  sometime  in  London, 
and  enjoy  its  pleasures  ; if  this  is  the  case,  Chester 
need  not  be  thonglit  of ; I have  so  pressing  an  invita- 
tion from  Tlianet  with  so  warm  professions  of 
Friendship  that  I won’d  willingly  pay  him  a visit  if 
my  affairs  will  permit.  Harry’s  colours  will  be  down 
with  Havers.  Adieu,  my  D'’  Sister,  and  l^elieve  me  to 
be  ^vdth  the  greatest  affection  yours 

Charles  Lee. 

London,  Fel)  y"  19th  [1761] 


To  Miss  Sidney  Lee. 


ly  Sister, 

I don’t  don])t  Imt  I appear’d  very  ol)stinate  in  re- 
sisting all  your  solicitions  in  I'egard  to  Bol)  : my  reasons 
will  perhaps  appear  not  less  ^^dlimsical : l)nt  they  were 
founded  upon  a iTile  which  I had  laid  down  to  myself, 
and  which  I am  determin’d  never  to  violate,  viz : to 
adhere  to  my  oatli,  tho’  ever  so  rash  or  absurd.  I will 
not  answer  for  the  propriety  of  such  a Besolntion  but 
I have  liigotry  enough,  religiously  to  observe  it.  If 
yon  rememl)er  Miss  Dica'-^,  one  evening  at  Mrs.  M^il- 
liams’s  in  her  teazing  manner,  Avon’d  not  let  me  rest, 
but  insisted  upon  my  not  taking  Bob  from  Chester.  I 
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was  provok’d  by  lier  impertinent  importunity  to  swear 
solemnly  that  I won’d.  I accordingly  determin’d  to 
carry  liiin  with  me,  and  have  satisfy’d  my  conscience. 
Bnt  now  like  an  orthodox  Catholic  as  it  were,  joerhaps 
quibbling  with  myself,  am  determin’d  to  satisfy  yon  l^y 
consigning  Mr.  Bobert  into  your  hands,  and  accordingly 
shall  send  him  l)y  the  first  opportunity ; as  I won’d 
anything  else.  My  D"*  Sister  which  may  contribute  to 
your  pleasure,  I only  desire  in  return  that  you  wou’d 
excuse  (as  Cassius  says)  this  rash  humour  which  my 
mother  gave  me.  Now  to  myself.  Thanet  who  is 
firmness  itself,  prescribed  to  Mr.  Townshend  a certain 
day  on  whicli  he  must  expect  a positive  answer  in  re- 
gard to  my  preferment ; otherwise  he  was  resolv’d  to 
apply  personally  to  the  King.  This  was  so  urgent  that 
he  con’d  not  resist.  He  did  speak  to  the  King,  who 
has  promis’d  to  promote  me  the  first  vacancy.  Is  not 
this  friendship  ? By  my  soul  T think  so  ; and  in  the 
reflection  of  the  Friendship  of  such  men  consists  the 
greatest  happiness  of  my  life.  Pembroke  too,  he 
reconciles  me  to  Mankind  in  some  measure.  I yester- 
day saw  a letter  from  him  to  1/  Ligonier  wherein  he 
says,  I coil’d  wish  to  be  well  with  you,  but  your  usage 
of  Lee,  in  whose  interest  you  know  I am  so  deejily  con- 
cern’d shocks  me  : you  can  have  no  real  objection  to 
him,  unless  he  is  too  honest.  This,  from  such  a man, 
might  I think  puff  up  a man  the  most  remote  from 
vanity,  which,  I confess,  is  not  my  case.  I think  of 
going  into  Suffolk  tomorrow,  for  I have  no  busyness 
here.  I wish  I had  not  been  so  hasty  in  quitting  Ches- 
ter there  was  no  necessity — Adieu, 

D’'  Sister,  yours 

C.  Lee 


London,  July  y®  [1761.] 
3 
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[To  Sir  William  Joiiksois^.] 

London  July  25^^  1764. 

Dear  Sir 

Tlie  liberty  wbicli  I take  in  so  abiTiptly  writing  to 
yon  will  pi*ol)ably  surprise  you  particularly  upon  a suli- 
ject  of  so  extraordinary  a nature — 1)ut  tlie  confidence  I 
liave  in  your  good  nature  universal  desire  to  oblige 
encourages  me  to  the  undertaking.  You  must  know 
Sir  that  Lady  Susan  Strangway  a daughter  of  Lord 
Ilchister  has  to  the  great  mortihcation  of  her  family 
ck  friends  taken  it  into  her  head  to  marry  a Mr. 
O’Brien  a Player.  Her  father  tfc  uncle  (Lord  Hol- 
land) are  desirous  of  providing  for  tliem,  but  not  at 
home.  They  turned  their  eyes  to  America  where  they 
have  thoughts  of  procuring  or  purcliasing  for  the  hus- 
l)and  some  employment  of  sufficient  salary  for  their  im- 
mediate support,  cfc  olitaining  a grant  of  lands  as  an  es- 
talilisliment  for  their  family.  As  I had  been  some 
time  in  America  they  consulted  me  on  this  subject.  I 
replied  that  New  York  was  undoulitedly  the  most  eli- 
gible 23i*ovince  for  residence — but  upon  inquiry  we  find 
veiy  little  or  no  land  in  this  province  remains  ungranted 
unless  what  is  the  immediate  propeidy  of  the  Indians. 
AYe  therefore  a23plied  to  our  friend  George  Croghan 
who  is  of  opinion  that  the  Mohawks  would  easily  be 
prevailed  upon  to  part  with  a small  tract  of  theirs  & 
points  out  that  part  lying  betwixt  Canada  & Can- 
ajoharie  Creeks  as  the  most  desiraide  purchase.  If  Sir 
you  think  that  tliis  can  be  effected  consistently  with 
the  interests  of  the  country  in  a manner  satisfactory 
to  the  Indians  & upon  easy  terms  to  us  you  will  lay  us 
under  an  eternal  obligation  in  biinging  it  about.  I say 
us  because  Patterson  of  Gage’s  Light  Infantry  (Avhom 
you  must  have  known)  & myself  are  to  be  joined  in 
the  patent.  An  order  is  already  dispatched  to  the 
Governor  of  New  York  to  survey  cC  grant  sixty  thou- 
sand acres  in  any  part  of  the  province  which  is  not  yet 
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granted  or  claimed  by  the  Indians,  or  to  j^i^i'cliase  tins 
quantity  from  the  Indians  in  the  King’s  name  accord- 
ing to  the  regulations  made  l)y  the  Lords  of  trade.  If 
through  your  means  they  consent  to  the  sale  these  sixty 
thousand  acres  are  intended  for  Lady  Susan  her  hus- 
band ik  a Mr.  Upton  (an  intimate  friend  of  mine)  (k 
both  Dr.  Hillsborough  & Lord  Holland  have  solemnly 
engaged  that  forty  thousand  more  sliall  be  added,  for 
Patterson  (k  myself  the  instant  the  Council  assemldes. 
As  the  case  stands  thus  we  think  ifc  will  be  the  most 
sensible  method  to  ao;ree  with  the  Indians  for  the  whole 
hundred  thousand  together  rather  than  sixty  thousand 
& forty  at  another — that  if  the  purchase  of  sixty  is 
practicable  that  of  a hundred  is  equally  so.  You,  Sir 
are  the  best  judge  of  the  ^practicability  of  the  one  tk 
the  other — perhaps  they  are  neither.  To  you  we  refer 
it  ik  entreat  your  interest  to  alfect  it  if  you  think  it 
unexceptionable.  I hatter  myself  you  will  at  all  events 
give  us  your  opinion  l)y  the  first  opportunity,  directed 
to  me  at  Clotworthy  Upton’s  Esq.  in  Lower  Grosvenor 
st.  London.  Crosrhan  who  I understand  sets  out  for 
America  in  a few  weeks  can  more  fully  explain  our  in- 
tentions than  anything  I can  write — In  the  interim  we 
would  request  that  if  any  other  persons  have  intentions 
of  making  purchases  of  this  nature  from  the  Indians 
you  would  if  possible  contrive  that  a tract  of  this  quan- 
tity may  be  reserved  for  us  on  or  near  the  river.  I 
shall  at  present  make  no  ajDologies  for  this  extraordi- 
nary liberty  as  I have  thoughts  of  writing  to  you  by 
Croghan,  who  has  I fancy  given  you  the  outlines  of 
our  people  at  the  head  of  affairs.  He  has  undou1)tedly 
hinted  to  you  their  vigor,  decision  <k  amazing  depth  in 
American  affairs.  By  all  that  is  sacred  their  absurdity 
is  intolerable.  Unless  they  are  roused  by  your  remon- 
strances our  acquisitions  in  that  hemisphere  will  be 
fruitless.  Sir  Jeffrey  Amherst  does  I am  persuaded 
contribute  all  in  his  power  to  continue  them  in  their 
errors  by  his  most  Avicked  misrepresentations.  I lia\^e 
used  my  utmost  efforts  to  Aveaken  their  force  but  I am 
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afraid  with  little  success.  In  my  next  I shall  speak 
more  at  large — in  the  mean  time  believe  dear  Sir  that 
I am  with  the  unmost  sincerity 

Yonr  humble  Servant 

Charles  Lee. 


To  Sir  Charles  Bunbery. 

Dec"'  7 1764 

[^Extract  .*] 

Some  business  has  unfortunately  fallen  out  which 
prevents  my  having  the  happiness  of  visiting  you  as  I 
purposed  before  I left  England.  I intended  to  have 
been  down  with  you  to-morrow,  but  my  business  can- 
not be  finished  before  Monday,  and  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  that  I should  be  ready  for  the  packet  at  Har- 
wich on  Wednesday  morning.  You  must  therefore,  in 
the  vulgar  language,  take  the  will  for  the  deed.  My 
j)resent  scheme  is  this,  to  go  into  the  Polish  service, 
to  which  I am  so  strongly  recommended  that  I can 
scarcely  fail.  What  can  I do  l)etter  ? I see  no  chance 
of  being  provided  for  at  home ; my  income  is  miserably 
scanty ; my  inclinations  greater  than  those  who  are  ig- 
norant of  my  circumstances  suppose.  It  is  wretched- 
ness itself  not  to  be  able  to  herd  with  the  class  of  men 
we  have  been  accustomed  to  from  our  infancy ; it  is 
dishonest  to  strain  aV)ove  our  faculties,  and  it  is  morti- 
fying to  avail  ourselves  of  shifts  which  I have  found 
necessary.  My  resolutions  are  therefore  to  live  in  any 
part  of  the  world  where  I can  find  respectable  employ- 
ment, at  least  ’till  my  mother’s  death. 
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To  Miss  Sidney  Lee. 

Warsaw,  April  y®  |T765.J 

My  Sister, 

My  reasons  for  being  long  silent  will  I liope  for 
once  in  iny  life  appear  good  ones ; I really  tlionght 
tliat  any  letter  wliicli  con’d  not  ascertain  yon  of  my 
success  or  miscan'iage  won’d  have  been  little  satis- 
factory to  yon,  and  as  my  stay  at  any  particular  place 
was  short  I con’d  entertain  yon  little  with  my  account 
of  ’em.  I shall  now  give  yon  a slight  sketch  of  each. 
My  reception  at  Brunswick,  was  if  possible  better  than 
I con’d  have  expect’d  even  from  Connt  La  Lippes  re- 
commendation. The  Hereditary  Prince  did  not  treat 
me  like  a stranger  well  recommended  bnt  like  an  old 
deserving  Client  and  Friend.  He  gave  me  the  strongest 
letters  for  the  Conrt  of  Berlin  A Warsaw  (bnt  in 
parenthesis  I ought  to  tell  yon  that  I adore  the  Lady 
Augusta,  Her  person.  Her  manner,  bnt  above  all  hei* 
excellent  temper — in  two  days  we  were  so  good  friends 
that  I talked  politicks  as  freely  to  her  as  I shon’d  to 
yon)  bnt  to  return  to  the  Prince  (who  I believe  adores 
his  wife  too)  his  letters  procur’d  me  a reception  at  Ber- 
lin both  from  the  King  and  Princes  which  strangers 
of  the  highest  rank  do  not  meet  with  at  that  Conrt ; 
each  time  I was  at  Conrt  the  King  talk’d  to  me  more 
than  half  an  hour,  and  what  was  fortunate  upon  tlie 
topick  I am  best  accpiainted  with  American  affairs.  He 
is  a very  different  man  from  ^vhat  I expect’d,  liotli  in 
Person  A address.  In  person  I think  he  resembles  Lord 
Middlesex ; in  his  address  he  is  totally  nncerenionions 
and  familiar ; his  words  are  the  commonest  and  not  the 
least  ‘ recherches  ’ as  I was  taught  to  exjiect ; in  short  his 
manner  is  such  as  to  banish  that  constraint  and  awe  which 
his  high  character  naturally  raises.  The  Hereditary 
Prince  of  Prussia,  his  Nephew,  is  really  an  uncommon 
fine  figure,  and  unaffectedly  civil  in  his  behaviour.  He 
is  likewise  extreamly  curious  on  the  subject  of  America 
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— in  July,  lie  is  to  be  inarried  to  tlie  sister  of  my  God, 
the  Hereditary  Prince,  and  sister  likewise  of  her  who 
Avas  intended  for  our  king.  She  is  extreamly  handsome, 
but  inferior  still  as  I am  told  to  onr  intended  Queen. 
What  a snare  has  onr  gracious  bless’d  Monarch  escaped 
— had  he  fallen  into  it  the  consequences  might  have 
been  horrible — a handsome,  witty,  and  in  every  respect 
accomplish’d  wife,  might  possibly  have  gain’d  so  per- 
nicious an  ascendency  over  him  as  to  have  depriv’d  ns 
of  the  salutary  and  jDioiis  counsels  of  the  Earls  of  Bute 
and  Sandwdch — I have  been  six  weeks  at  Warsaw,  and 
was  persuaded  that  my  expedition  woii’d  turn  out  fruit- 
less, when  the  King  (contrary  I believe  to  the  inclina- 
tion of  many  whom  the  Constitution  of  this  Country 
renders  it  necessary  to  manage)  declared  me  his  Aid 
de  Camp  with  what  appointment  I am  ignoi*ant  as  yet ; 
small  ones  will  suffice  as  I have  no  great  necessary  ex- 
])enses ; having  an  appartment  at  Prince  Czartorinsky, 
A the  Kings  table,  you  may  believe  that  the  life  of  a 
Courtier  is  not  the  best  adajited  to  my  disposition ; in- 
deed I shou’d  not  have  accepted  it,  did  I not  like  the 
King’s  character,  as  a Man.  He  is  indeed  as  far  as  I 
can  be  allow’d  to  judge  upon  so  short  an  acquaintance 
fraught  with  good  qualities — not  the  least  elevated 
with  his  good  fortune,  and  the  bearing  well  a sudden 
vast  accession  of  power,  wealth,  and  grandeur,  is 
perhaps  the  strongest  test  of  a good  heart.  He 
knows  the  English  language  perfectly,  altho’  for  want 
of  practice,  he  does  not  speak  it  fluently — He  is  inti- 
mately conversant  with  all  our  l)est  writers,  and  swears 
]>y  Shakspeare,  upon  which  subject  you  will  readily 
imagine  I shall  not  quarrel  with  him  Prince  Czar- 
torinsky with  whom  I live,  s]:)eaks  and  writes  English 
fluently  and  critically.  He  has  almost  every  book  in 
our  language  at  his  fingers  ends.  Shou’d  Europe  be 
again  involved  in  war,  my  present  situation  may  be  of 
great  use  to  me ; ’till  tlien  it  is  better  than  Idleing  at 
Home.  Next  summer  I hope  to  have  the  pleasure  of 
being  with  you  in  England,  as  I shall  easily  procure 
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leave.  . I liave  not  lieard  from  Manwairiiig  a syllable 
ill  regard  to  wliat  we  flatter’d  ourselves  of  tlie  monev 
due  to  my  Fatlier.  Send  your  letter  to  Upton  in  Gros- 
venor  street,  and  likewise  tlie  sword  wliicli  was  esteem’d 
to  be  Cromwell’s  from  Cliester  must  be  directed  to  liim  ; 
it  is  for  tlie  Kiim  of  Poland,  wlio  altlio’  a kino:  is  a 
great  admirer  of  that  extraordinary  Man.  This  I beg 
yon  will  do  with  haste — I desire  you  will  tell  M’'  Man- 
Avairing  to  pay  Three  ]ioiinds  ten  to  the  stocking  man 
at  the  Corner  of  Bond  street,  likeAvise  for  a pair  of 
boots  to  Mr.  Bhinier  at  Charing  Ci*oss — I beg  y’'  jiardon 
my  d""  sister  for  giving  yon  such  dirty  commissions,  but 
I know  you  think  nothing  a trouble — I have  now  only 
to  beg  my  love  to  my  mother.  Aunts,  and  the  Biiii- 
bnry’s,  and  to  assure  yon  I am  and  ever  shall  be 
Yours  most  aifectionately 

Charles  Lee. 

Miss  Lee,  at  Gen : Arniiger’s 

in  Upper  Brook  street  Grosvenor  Square  London. 


To  THE  Earl  of  Charlemoxt. 

Warsaw,  June  1st,  1765. 

My  dear  Lord,; 

A Letter  AAdiich  I some  time  asco  Avrote  to  Lord 
Thanet,  I hope  you  considered  as  in  part  intended 
for  you,  other\\dse  I must  appear  a prodigy  of  ingrati- 
tude ; I desired  him  to  communicate  it  to  yon,  and  as 
it  contained  the  AAdiole  history  of  my  peregrination  and 
success,  I thought  it  Avoiild  be  rather  troublesome,  than 
an  instance  of  my  duty  and  affection,  to  scraAvl  out 
another  to  yon  at  the  same  time ; I therefore  Avaited,  in 
liopes  that  something  might  turn  up  here,  Avhicli  niiglit 
probably  amuse  yon,  but  as  I might  Avait  nntill  doomsday, 
and  this  never  happen,  (for  WarsaAv,  if  tlie  Avine  and 
climate  Avere  better,  is  absolutely  the  court  of  Alcinons, 
nothing  to  do  Avith  tlie  affairs  of  this  bustling  Avorld, 
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nor  do  I tliink  whatever  passes,  i^ood  or  bad,  gives  her 
the  least  concern)  I say,  iny  Lord,  therefore,  as  I 
despair  of  anything  stirring  worth  your  hearing,  I can  no 
longer  delay  paying  my  tribute,  so  long  due,  of  duty  and 
atfection ; but  I should  begin  with  asking  a thousand 
pardons,  for  having  so  long  kept  in  my  hands  the  in- 
closed, from  Prince  Czartoryski  to  your  Lordship ; 
but,  as  I knew  it  included  no  business,  I put  it  off  from 
day  to  day  for  the  aforesaid  reasons.  The  longer  I am 
acquainted  with  this  man,  the  more  I like  him,  the 
moi'e  I admire  his  talents ; a retentive  memory,  solid 
judgment,  and  quickness,  are  seldom  united  in  the  same 
person,  yet  they  are  so  superlatively  in  him.  To  be 
master  of  several  languages,  and  possess  likeAvise  an  ex- 
tensive knowledge  of  things,  is  miraculous,  yet  he  is 
possessed  of  one  and  the  other.  It  is  a pity  that  he  has 
not  a better  theatre  to  act  on;  l)ut  really  this  country 
is  a wretched  one  ; nor  do  I tliink  there  is  the  least 
chance  of  bettering  lier  situation,  for,  any  attempt, 
either  on  the  part  of  the  King,  of  the  leading  men,  or 
the  common  gentry,  to  mend  the  Constitution,  are  pro- 
tested against  by  her  kind  neighbors,  through  a tender- 
ness for  her  interests ; — though,  it  must  be  confessed  that, 
were  lier  neighliours  not  to  interfere,  there  would  be  no 
great  probability  of  a reform,  for  tlie  general  run  of 
their  gentry,  who  have  such  an  insurmountable  negative 
power  (as  a single  veto  dissolves  the  diet)  are,  if  possi- 
l>le,  more  ignorant,  obstinate,  and  bigotted,  than  the 
Hidalgos  of  Portugal ; and  those  few  who  are  better 
informed  than  the  herd,  whether  it  is  from  despair, 
or  their  natural  disposition,  pass  their  hours  in  such 
consumate  idleness  and  dissipation,  that  our  Macaroni 
club,  or  Betty’s  loungers,  are,  comparatively  speaking, 
men  of  Imsiness  and  application. — Were  I to  call  the 
common  peojile  brutes,  I should  injure  the  quadruped 
creation,  they  are  such  mere  moving  clods  of  stinking 
earth.  This  certainly  must  be  the  effect  of  slavery ; 
there  cannot  lie  so  monstrous  a jiliysical  difference  be- 
twixt man  and  man.  I would  to  God  that  our  Tory 
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writers,  with  David  Hume  at  their  head,  and  the  favor- 
ers of  our  damnable  administration,  were  to  join  this 
noble  community,  that  they  might  reap  the  fruits  which 
their  blessed  labors  entitle  them  to,  and  that  the  effects 
might  not  fall  on  harmless  posterity.  I have,  if  possi- 
ble, since  my  ])assage  through  Germany,  and  my  resi- 
dence here,  a greater  horror  of  slavery  than  ever.  For 
God’s  sake,  you  patriot  few  at  princi2nis  oh  state  ; 

for  absolute  power  is  a serpent  of  that  wriggling,  pene- 
trating kind,  that,  if  it  can  but  introduce  its  head,  it  is 
in  vain  to  pull  at  the  tail.  It  is  curious  to  hear  me 
converse  on  these  subjects  with  the  King  ; to  hear  me 
advance  my  doctrines,  not  the  most  favourable  to  mon- 
archy, to  defend  even  the  beheading  the  martyr 
Charles  ; but  it  still  more  curious  to  hear  his  opinions, 
which  are  singular  for  a crowned  head ; in  short,  he  is 
as  warm  an  advocate  for  the  natural  rights  of  mankind, 
as  was  Algernon  Sydney  himself.  It  is  not  to  give  you 
a specimen  of  my  proficiency  in  the  trade  of  a courtier, 
when  I assure  you,  that  this  King  is  really  an  accom- 
plished person,  he  is  competently  conversant  with  books, 
his  notions  are  just,  his  intentions  honest,  and  his  tem- 
per not  to  be  ruffled.  What  he  is  most  faulty  in  is, 
that  he  passes  too  much  time  with  the  women  ; but  that 
is  the  vice  of  the  place.  Italy  is  nothing  to  this  country 
in  cicisbeisni ; the  men  and  women  are  ever  together, 
taking  snuff,  yawning,  groaning  with  ennui,  without  a 
syllable  to  utter,  but  cannot  separate.  You  may  be 
assured,  therefore,  my  dear  Lord,  that  I,  who  think  that 
dangling  should  be  punished  with  the  pillory,  pass,  if 
possible,  for  a more  odd  fellow  than  I have  done  in 
other  countries  ; but  I am  not  satisfied  with  appearing 
aV)surd  myself,  I have  broke  into  their  parties  by  pre- 
vailing upon  Wroughton,  our  resident  here,  who  was 
as  determined  a yawner  as  the  rest,  sometimes  to  mount 
a hoTse,  and  look  into  a book.  In  a few  weeks  I set 
out  for  Breslau,  to  be  present  at  an  anti-yaivning  party, 
a review  of  the  King  of  Prussia’s,  where  I may  possibly 
collect  materials  for  a letter  to  you,  somewhat  less  dull 
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than  the  j)resent.  In  the  meantime,  my  dear  Lord,  if 
yon  liave  a spare  half-honr,  disj)ose  of  it  charitably  in 
preparing  me  the  smallest  dish  of  politics  ; but  chiefly 
inform  me  of  your  health  and  welfare,  which  cannot  be 
more  devoutly  wished  for  by  any  man,  than  by  your 
most  obliged,  and 

Humble  servant, 

Charles  Lee. 

P.S.  Prince  Czartoryslvi  is  much,  and  1 believe  Avarm- 
ly  yours  ; it  is  to  his  house  yon  must  have  the  kindness 
to  direct  me,  that  is,  “ Chez  Le  Prince  General  de 
Podolia^  VarsovieC 


To  Miss  Sidjstey  Lee. 

Constantinople,  March  y®  1766. 

My  Dear  Sister, 

The  uncertainty  of  my  destiny  for  many  months 
before  I left  Warsaw  Avas  the  occasion  of  my  long  si- 
lence ; one  Avhile  the  Kinor  had  thonoht  of  sendino:  me 
on  some  busyness  to  England;  another  to  Berlin  on 
some  busyness;  at  length  he  propos’d  a jaunt  to  Con- 
stantino|)le  Avith  his  Embassador,  Avhich  I embrac’d 
Avith  great  eagerness,  as  to  see  these  countries,  the  The- 
atre of  so  great  actions,  Avhich  Ave  are  so  Avell  ac- 
quainted Avith  from  School  had  been  long  the  object  of 
my  Avishes  and  curiosity — the  day  this  j)i’oposal  Avas 
made  to  me,  I set  out  and  join’d  the  Embassador  upon 
the  Frontiers,  but  I found  his  motions  so  sIoav,  that  my 
patience  Avas  Avorn  out,  and  I avail’d  myself  of  an  Es- 
cort upon  the  Grand  Signor’s  treasure,  Avhich  is  annn- 
ally  sent  from  MoldaAna  to  precede  liim,  AAdiich  I often 
repented,  for  from  the  indolence  aAvkAvardness,  and 
brutality  of  the  Guard,  I suffer’d  many  inconveniences 
— the  cold  in  the  mountains  of  Bulgaria  Avas  excessive ; 
Ave  pass’d  some  nights  in  ’em  Avithoiit  fire  or  2)roAdsion 
for  ourselves  or  horses  from  the  stupid  im23roA^idence  of 
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oiir  conductors,  several  men  and  Horses  dyed  of  cold, 
and  had  not  my  frame  been  something  harden’d  l)y  my 
American  Expedition,  I shou’d  perhajjs  have  acconipa- 
ny’d  ’em — However  I have  not  come  off  free,  for  a 
Rlienmatism  has  confin’d  me  to  my  room  for  some  days 
— whence  I have  seen  so  little  of  this  place  that  you 
will  not  be  troubled  with  a descrij)tion  of  it.  My  next 
letter  will  lie  something  in  detail,  perlia])s  impertinently 
so,  as  so  many  voyage- writers  have  exhausted  the  sub- 
ject. On  my  journey  I .con’d  not  help  reflecting  upon 
the  vast  obligations  onr  Country  has  to  Mr.  David 
Hume  and  other  Monarchical  VYiiters  who  ^vou’d  en- 
tail upon  ns  their  favourite  absolute  Government ; at 
least  we  must  imag:ine  these  to  be  their  intentions  when 
they  woii’d  weaken  onr  jealousy  which  is  the  preserva- 
tive of  liberty,  and  lessen  the  horrors  of  des})otism. 
Here  they  wou’d  see  their  beloved  scheme  come  to  per- 
fection; the  finest  jirovinces  of  Europe  upon  Avhich 
Nature  has  pour’d  a profusion  of  her  gifts,  one  con- 
tinued desert ; the  few  Inhabitants  who  survive  the  op- 
pression of  Their  Tyrants  presenting  famine  and  appre- 
hensions of  still  greater  misery  on  their  countenances, 
to  each  trifling  village  burying  places  of  so  prodigious 
extent,  as  to  denote  the  once  existence  of  a considerable 
To\vn,  in  short  every  s])ecies  of  wretchedness  I most  sin- 
cerely wish  that  Mr.  Hume  and  his  fellow  Laborers 
were  to  join  this  happy  community  that  they  might 
enjoy  the  just  fruits  of  their  labors  and  not  entail  ’em 
on  innocent  posterity. 

May  God  prosper  the  Americans  in  tlieir  resolu- 
tions, that  there  may  be  one  Asylum  at  least  on  tlie 
earth  for  men,  who  prefer  their  natural  rights  to  the  fan- 
tastical prerogative  of  a foolish  perveided  head  because 
it  wears  a Crown — My  D’'  Sister  I cannot  write  to  you 
more  at  present  for  the  pacquet  is  making  up.  I un- 
fortunately did  not  know  yesterday  that  a Courier  was 
to  depart,  otherwise  my  Letter  should  have  been  longer 
— an  English  ship  will  soon  sail  when  you  shall  receive 
one  of  greater  bulk — Direct  to  me,  as  usual,  to  Tho® 
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Wrougliton,  Esq.  Resident  de  sa  Majeste  Britain qiie  a 
Varsovie — My  love  to  my  mother  and  aunts,  and  be- 
lieve me,  My  D""  Sister,  to  be 

Yours  most  affectionately. 

Charles  Lee. 

My  servant  is  still  vcitli  me — well.  He  is  a very 
clever  lad,  but  excessive  troublesome,  from  excess  of 
spirits  which  run  out  into  all  sorts  of  mischief. 


To  Miss  Sihxey  Lee. 

Constantinople  May  y^"  28*^  1766. 

My  D®  Sister, 

I have  this  instant  rec’d  yours  with  the  melancholy 
account  of  my  Mothers  death;  had  it  happen’d  some 
years  before,  I shou’d  not  have  been  so  shocked  as  I 
really  find  myself;  for  I confess  in  the  latter  part  of 
iier  life  tliat  my  affection  for  her  was  much  stronger 
than  in  the  former : I cannot  say  that  I take  kindly 
your  upbraidings.  In  what  instance  have  I given  you 
reason  to  think  my  love  and  esteem  for  you  abated? 
Is  it  because  I have  not  l)een  exact  in  answering  your 
letters  ? If  I had  ever  lieen  exact  in  any  article  of  my 
life,  if  I had  ever  been  attentive  to  busyness  of  the 
nearest  concern  to  myself,  if  in  short  my  own  interest 
con’d  ever  prevail  ovei’  the  negligence  and  carelessness 
Avdth  which  Nature  lias  cursed  me,  you  might  have  had 
some  colour  for  your  accusations;  and  I am  sorry  to 
find  tliat  a deviation  from  the  dull  ceremonial  of  Let- 
ter writing  shou’d  make  an  impression  in  your  mind  so 
much  to  the  disadvantage  of  one,  who  has  ever  and 
ever  will  sincerely  love  you.  You  ask  as  a mighty 
favor  the  use  of  my  trifling  plate  : is  this  kind?  You 
know  that  you  are  Mistress  of  it,  and  everything  els 
whicli  is  ill  my  power  to  contribute  to  your  conve- 
niency : the  liooks  pictures  (and  I wish  there  were  more 
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essential  articles)  are  undoubtedly  yours,  and  nothing 
l)ut  absolute  necessity,  of  wliicli  (from  my  circum- 
stances at  present  and  ex2)erience  I can  see  little  dan- 
ger) shall  ever  ol)lige  me  to  redemand  ’em.  1 wish 
indeed  my  circumstances  were  such  as  to  enable  me  to 
render  yours  more  easy ; if  our  affairs  in  America  go 
on  as  well,  as  Upton  writes  me  they  promise,  this  may 
soon  be  possible.  I think  you  push  your  (economy  too 
far,  there  is  no  great  expence  in  conveying  yourself  by 
the  Machines  to  Barton.  You  may  expect  to  see  me 
in  England  this  winter.  I intend  to  set  out  for  War- 
saw in  three  weeks,  where  I shall  entreat  tlie  King 
(for  I think  being  attach’d  to  a Prince  of  his  excellent 
character  the  highest  ornament)  to  continue  me  in  the 
capacity  of  Aid  de  Camp,  which  will  not  interfere  with 
any  provision  made  for  me  at  home;  and  U.  Thanet 
flatters  me  that  this  may  soon  take  place.  Assure  my 
Aunt  Williams  of  my  warmest  affection  love  and  re- 
spect ; my  aunt  Molly  likewise  that  I am  sincerely 
hers  — We  must  love  and  cherish.  My  D'’-  Sister,  these 
two  remains  of  our  family,  of  which  Death  within  so 
short  a period  has  made  so  dreadfull  a havock.  I beg 
you  will  assure  M''.  Mather  in  the  strongest  terms  of 
my  esteem  and  gratitude  for  his  tender  treatment  of 
our  mother.  I shall  write  to  him  by  the  first  opportu- 
nity. I am  much  concern’d  at  your  account  of  Miss 
Dicas,  as  I have  really  a friendship  for  her — My  love 
to  her  and  M"*"-  Hink’s.  I need  use  no  words  to  con- 
vince my  Cousin  Townshend  of  my  affection : that  lad 
George  is  I am  afraid  going  fast  down  the  hill ; five 
nights  ago  ha23pen’d  here  a most  dreadfull  Earthquake, 
it  has  thrown  down  the  greatest  part  of  the  stone 
buildings,  demolish’d  their  most  magnificent  Mosques, 
and  bury’d  an  infinite  number  of  People  under  the 
ruins;  The  house  I am  in  is  of  wood,  has  therefore  re- 
ceiv’d no  damage.  I siq^pose  you  will  have  a detail  of 
this  calamity  in  the  papers. 

Adieu  My  D’' Sister,  and  tliink  more  justly  of 
your  affectionate  Brother 

Charles  Lee. 
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Grant  of  Lands  in  East  Florida. 


[seal] 

Present 


At  the  C(mrt  of  S*  Jameses 

the  Dmj  of  December  1766. 


The  Kings  most  Excellent  Majesty 
His  lio}  al  Iliglniess,  [ Earl  of  Ashbnrnliam, 
the  Duke  of  Cmnlierland  i Earl  of  Harconrt. 


Lord  President, 

Lord  Privy  Seal, 

Luke  of  Grafton, 

Duke  of  Qneensberry, 
Duke  of  Ancaster, 
Marquis  of  Granby, 
Lord  Chamberlain, 
Earl  of  Huntingdon^ 
Earl  of  Litchfield 
Earl  of  Cholniondeley, 
Earl  of  Bristol, 


Earl  of  Bessborongh, 
Earl  of  Hillsboroimh, 
Earl  of  Shelburne, 
Viscount  Falmouth, 
Viscount  Villiers, 
Lord  Le  Des23encer, 
Lord  Bathurst, 

Lord  Landys, 

Mr.  Treasurer  of  1 
the  Household  | 
Bobert  Kugent,  Esq. 


AAbiEREAS  ajiplication  hath  been  made  to  His  Maj- 
esty at  this  Board  by  Major  Charles  Lee  praying  for 
a Grant  of  Lands  in  his  Majesty’s  province  of  East 
Florida  in  order  to  make  a settlement  thereupon — His 
Majesty  this  day  took  the  same  into  consideration  and 
having  received  the  oiiinion  of  the  Lords  Commis- 
sioners for  Trade  and  Plantations,  and  also  of  a Com- 
mittee of  the  Lords  of  his  Majesty’s  most  honorable 
Privy  Council  thereupon  is  hereby  pleased  with  the 
advice  of  his  Privy  Council  to  order  that  the  Governor 
or  Commander  in  chief  of  his  Majesty’s  Province  of 
East  Florida  for  the  time  being  do  cause  twenty  thou- 
sand acres  of  land  to  be  surveyed  in  one  contiguous 
tract  in  such  part  of  the  said  Province  as  the  said 
Charles  Lee  or  his  Attorney  shall  choose  not  already 
granted  or  surveyed  to  others,  and  that  ujion  a return 
of  such  survey  conformalde  to  his  Majesty’s  directions 
in  his  general  instructions  he  do  pass  a grant  for  the 
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same  to  the  said  Charles  Lee  under  the  seal  of  the  said 
Province  upon  the  following  terms  conditions  and  I'e- 
servations  (viz)  : 

That  the  grantee  do  settle  the  lands  with  protestant 
white  inhabitants  within  ten  years  from  the  date  of 
the  Grant  in  the  propoidion  of  one  person  for  every 
hundred  acres. 

That  if  one-third  of  the  Land  is  not  settled  with 
protestant  white  Inhabitants  in  the  above  mentioned 
proportion,  within  three  yeai's  from  the  date  of  the 
Gi*ant  the  whole  l^e  forfeited  to  his  Majesty,  his  heirs 
and  successors. 

That  such  part  of  the  whole  tract  as  is  not  settled 
with  protestant  white  Inhal:)itants  at  the  expiration  of 
ten  years  from  the  date  of  the  Grant  do  revert  to  his 
Majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors. 

That  an  annucil  Quit  rent  of  one  half  penny  sterling 
per  acre  be  reserved  to  his  Majesty  his  heirs  and  suc- 
cessors payable  on  the  feast  of  Michael  in  eve]*y 
year,  to  commence  and  become  payable  upon  one  half 
of  the  said  land  on  the  feast  of  Saint  Michael  which 
shall  first  happen  after  the  expiration  of  five  years 
from  the  date  of  the  Grant,  and  to  be  payable  on  every 
ensuing  feast  of  S^  Michael  or  within  fourteen  days 
after,  and  the  whole  cpiantity  to  be  subject  in  like 
manner  to  the  like  cpiit  rent  at  the  expiration  of  ten 
years. 

That  there  be  a reservation  in  the  said  Grant  to 
his  Majesty  his  heirs  and  successors  of  all  those  parts 
of  the  land  which  the  surveyor  shall  upon  the  return 
of  the  survey  report  to  be  proper  for  erecting  foififica- 
tion’s  Publick  Wharfs  and  naval  yards  or  for  other 
military  purposes. 

That  there  be  a reservation  to  his  Majesty  his  heirs 
and  successors  of  all  mines  of  gold  silver  copper  lead 
and  coals. 

That  if  any  part  of  the  said  land  shall  appear  by 
the  surveyor’s  report  to  be  well  adapted  to  the  growth 
of  liemj)  or  flax,  it  shall  be  a condition  of  the  grant 
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tliat  the  Grantee  shall  sew  and  continue  annually  to 
cultivate  a due  2:>roportion  of  the  land  not  less  than 
one  acre  in  every  thousand  with  that  beneficial  article 
of  produce. 

And  the  grantee 

Pi  ’ovince  of  East  Florida  for  the  time  being,  and 
all  others,  whom  it  may  concern,  are  required  to  carry 
his  Majesty’s  commands  hereby  signed  into  execution. 

W.  Blair. 

Endorsed:  3*^  DecenP  1766.  Order  in  Council  for 
a Grant  of  Lands  to  Major  Charles  Lee. 


To  Miss  Sidney  Lee. 

Dec"  y^  23'"  1766. 

My  D""  Sister, 

I am  now  five  days  in  England,  and  write  you  only 
these  two  lines  to  apprize  you  of  it.  I am  at  j)resent 
in  a Tavern  with  several  of  my  acquaintances  with 
whom  it  is  as  yet  the  honeymoon.  I steal  this  to  you 
from  the  side-table.  When  this  honeymoon  and  the 
hurry  of  my  liusyness  is  past  you  may  expect  to  see  me. 
I am  at  Lord  Thanet’s.  Adieu,  my  D"  Sister 
Your  most  affectionate  Brother 

Charles  Lee. 


TO  Charles  Lee. 

New  York,  Jany  15^^  1767. 

Dear  Sir, 

I have  many  thanks  to  return  you  for  your  favors 
from  Calais  cC  Lyons,  which  made  me  very  happy,  par- 
ticularly those  from  Lord  Holland  in  giving  me  the 
power  to  settle  onr  affairs  without  more  delay,  and 
which  I flatter  myself  is  now  done  in  a manner  that 


THE  LEE  PAPERS. 


49 


will  be  more  satisfactory  and  in  the  end  more  prolital)le 
to  all  parties  than  any  other  left  ns  to  clmse.  It  wonld 
be  needless  to  tell  yon  minutely  all  that  I did  concern- 
ing M""  Patterson’s  location  on  Connecticut  Piver  bnt 
as  that  transaction  illustrates  ^vdiat  follow’d  to  the  pres- 
ent time,  I must  beg  your  patience  for  a history  that  1 
will  endeavour  to  make  as  concise  as  possible. 

In  my  last  letters  to  yon  I told  yon  I should  consult 
the  Governor — he  advised  entering  a caveat  against 
granting  those  lands,  which  I did  immediately,  before 
Sir  Harry  wrote  his  last  letter  to  Lord  Holland,  where 
I don’t  find  he  takes  any  notice  of  it. 

He  was  exceeding  angry  at  it,  and  was  hardly  civil 
to  me  when  we  met  after^vards,  and  I)eing  then  just  on 
the  eve  of  his  departure  with  M’’  Carlton,  to  run  the  di- 
vision line  between  this  Province  and  Quebec,  nothing 
con’d  be  done  in  it  ’till  his  return,  having  by  chance 
heard  that  on  his  return  he  was  to  go  Sir  W'"  Johnson’s 
to  make  some  considerable  purchases  from  the  Indians, 
I lost  no  time,  l:>ut  directly  wrote  to  Sir  W"'  (fearing 
the  location  on  the  Connect.  Piver  might  be  given 
against  ns)  l^egging  him  as  a man,  a gentleman  cfc  a 
Countryman^  to  stand  my  friend,  and  if  tliere  were  any 
valuable  purchases  made  to  inform  me  where  I might 
place  a location  should  the  other,  as  I fear’d  it  won’d 
be  taken  from  ns.  I am  ashamed  to  tell  yon  what  a 
very  supplicating  kind  of  letter  I Avrote  to  him,  l)nt  am 
much  more,  to  tell  yon  what  kind  of  an  answer  I got, 
notwithstanding  his  warm  professions  to  ns  on  coming 
here,  he  wrote  me  a very  cool  civil  assurance  of  doiny 
anything  in  his  power,  bnt  as  he  hieiu  nothing  of  the 
intended  purchases  he  con’d  not  say  anything  till  Sir 
Harry  had  l)een  with  him,  which,  entre  nous,  was  false ; 
for  he  had  pointed  out  the  location  for  Sir  Harry,  and 
he.  S’"  W”"  Geifi  Gage,  a M''  Hassenclever  who  has 
emljarked  an  immense  ca2)ital  in  iron-works  in  this  prov- 
ince, and  the  Gov''  were,  with  some  others  on  his  ac- 
count, the  purchasers  of  a tract  suj^j^osed  to  contain 
200,000  acres : 2)artly  on  the  Moha^vk  P:  and  riuuiing 
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heliiiid  a tract  on  the  banks  of  the  Eiver,  call’d  Cosby’s 
Manor  and  the  German  Flats,  famous  for  the  nnmljer 
of  Germans  settled  there,  and  the  C][nality  of  the  land, 
which  yon  may  have  heard  to  l^e  on  both  sides  the 
River  mncli  superior  to  any  other  j^art  of  this  country, 
the  day  after  Sir  Ily  arrived,  I was  summoned  to  shew 
cause  l)efore  the  Council  to  the  Caveat  I had  entered 
’gn’st  passing  any  grants  for  such  and  such  Townships 
on  the  Connecticnt  R,  until  I conld  be  heard  by  myself 
or  Conncil.  As  M'’  P.’®  arrival  still  disappointed  me 
all  I conld  do  was  to  draw  np  a kind  of  2:>etition  to  the 
Governor  A Conncil  begging  a future  day,  when  M*" 
Pate  might  be  arrived  ^vlio  had  taken  all  the  steps  rel- 
ative to  that  location,  and  who  I did  not  doubt  would 
l)e  al)le  to  prove  the  propriety  of  his  proceedings,  the 
misrepresentations  of  the  pretenders  under  the  N.  H. 
Grants,  A that  his  Majesty’s  Mandamus’s  ought  to  be 
prefer’d  to  all  others.  I was  called  in,  A S'"  H.  with 
warmth  endeavoured  to  prove  to  the  Conncil  A me,  tliat 
the  Surveyors  return  was  false,  to  make  the  matter 
short,  they  called  in  a Lawyer  against  me,  who  spoke 
in  the  behalf  of  a man  who  with  as  many  children  and 
grandchildren  as  Priam,  claimed  the  townshij)  of  Ful- 
ham. I AVTis  very  angry  and  told  them  I tliought  they 
did  not  use  me  genteely  in  calling  in  a lawyer,  I was 
not  prepared  to  plead  a cause,  that  all  I wanted  was  a 
future  day  that  they  Avere  the  judges  of  the  affair,  and 
if  tliey  AA^ou’d  so — if  not  I had  no  more  to  say — and 
AvithdreAV — they  did  not  and  immediately  the  land  Avas 
granted — To  sheAv  you  the  situation  one’s  in  Avith  these 
peo])le,  Avho  have  not  one  liberal  idea  or  l^enevolent 
])rinciple,  most  of  those  toAAUis  AA^ere  sold  the  next  day 
among  them,  for  little  or  no  tiling,  just  to  pay  the  fees, 
that  one  in  particular  of  Fulham,  the  man  himself 
oAvned  tlie  next  coming  Avas,  from  28,000  acres  reduced 
to  1200  Avhat  Avith  his  hxAvyer,  friends  among  the  board, 
GoA^ernor  A Secretary,  and  those  A'ery  people  Avho  had 
|)rofessed  themselves  my  friends,  and  who  as  Counsel- 
lors I should  have  exjjected  genteel  treatment  from,  the 
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moment  tliey  liad  a glimpse  of  making  a penny,  tliey 
ga\'e  me  ii]:),  but  tliere  is  not  one  of  them  tliat  tlie  gliost 
of  a farthing  would  not  lead  into  the  meanest  action, 
the  Grovernor  then  proposed  a tract  of  vacant  land  np(^n 
the  Connecticut  R.,  but  150  miles  higher  than  P.’®  loca- 
tion, wliich  was  near  100  from  Hertford  the  first  mar- 
ket and  principal  town  of  Connecticut  which  is  80 
miles  from  the  mouth  of  tlie  River.  I told  him  (be- 
fore the  Council)  that  I was  very  sure  H.  would  not 
jLay  fees  for  such  lands,  and  then  produced  the  copies 
of  thos^e  letters  from  HillsborouHi  & board  of  trade 
concerning  his  proposal  of  Ticonderoga  to  us.  This  was 
sufficient  to  prove  wliat  I said,  as  the  location  offered 
now  was  considerably  lieyond  that  again.  I then 
asked  S'"  what  land  that  was,  lately  taken  up  from 
the  Indians — he  told  me  it  was  a purchase  he  had 
made  for  himself  tfe  family,  who  they  were  that  were 
concerned  beside  that  tlie  money  was  paid  (fee  (fee  (fee 
as  much  as  to  tell  me,  I need  have  no  hopes  there — ^all 
this  kind  of  treatment  made  me  very  shy  of  going  to 
the  fort,  and  I complained  of  the  Governor  Wadly  and 
many  officers  who  have  mandamus’s  likewise,  and  were 
foisted  from  place  to  place  did  the  same  which  occa- 
sioned satirical  verses  lampoons,  advertizenk®  and  I 
don’t  know  what  myself. 


To  Miss  Sidney  Lee. 

London,  Feby.  ye  6th.  1767. 

My  Sistee, 

The  reason  of  my  delaying  so  long  to  write  was  the 
expectation  I have  daily  liv’d  in  of  being  ascertain’d 
wliether  I am  to  expect  my  promotion,  or  look  upon 
myself  as  absolutely  jii’oscrib’d.  Five  weeks  ago  I 
deliver’d  my  letter  of  recommendation  from  His  Polish 
Majesty  to  his  brother  King,  when  I reminded  him  of 
his  promise  in  my  favor  to  L'^-  Thanet  three  years  ago. 
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To  all  tills  I liave  not  received  tlie  least  answer,  but 
have  been  flatter’d  by  Mr.  Conway  that  something 
would  soon  be  done.  I believe  you  know  Patterson, 
He  will  deliver  yon  this  letter.  I beg  and  entreat  that 
you  will  show  him  all  the  civilities  in  your  power.  I 
shall  lie  oblig’d  to  my  Aunts  if  they  do  the  same.  He 
is  a very  sensilde  modest  pretty  young  man,  and  I 
think  is  rather  an  acquisition  to  one  who  lives  at  Ches- 
ter, which  at  iiresent  is  not  remarkalile  for  shining 
men’s  society.  I hope  at  the  latter  end  of  April  to  be 
doivn  with  yon;  before,  it  is  inqiossible.  As  I place 
my  principal  liojies  of  success  on  the  assistance  of  the 
Hereditary  Prince,  on  whom  I must  therefore  pay  my 
Court  the  moment  of  his  arrival. 

I lieg  my  love  to  my  Aunts,  and  believe  me 
my  d^’  Sister  to  l)e 

Yours  aifectionately 

Chaeles  Lee. 


Thomas  Weoughtois^  to  Chaeles  Lee. 

Warsaw,  the  29th  April,  1767. 

My  Deae  Coloa^el, 

I admire  very  much  the  subtility  of  your  reasoning, 
A the  arguments  you  run  after  to  j)rove  me  in  fault 
for  the  silence  you  have  so  long  observed,  which  I con- 
fess has  furnished  me  witli  sul)ject  for  reflexions,  that 
did  no  lionour  to  mankind  in  general.  But  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  has  given  me  so  much  2:)leasure,  that  I 
ought  in  gratitude  to  forget  every  uneasy  thought  that 
I have  permitted  to  torment  me  whilst  I was  in  exj^ec- 
tation  of  it,  A therefore  shall  proceed  immediately  to 
thank  you  for  the  intelligence  it  brings  me,  A the 
assurances  it  renews  of  your  affection  A friendship. 

I should  have  been  lieartily  glad  to  have  heard,  my 
dear  Colonel,  that  His  Majesty’s  recommendation  had 
l)een  more  successful  in  jjrocuring  you  an  esta])lisli- 
ment  equal  to  your  merit  and  wishes,  but  am  not  at  all 
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surprised  that  you  hud  tlie  door  sliiit  against  you  ])y 
the  person  A\dio  has  sucli  unbounded  Credit,  as  you 
have  ever  too  freely  indulged  a liberty  of  declaiming, 
which  many  infamous  & invidious  people  liave  not 
failed  to  inform  him  of.  The  Principle  on  which  you 
tlms  openly  speak  your  mind  is  honest  and  patriotic,  but 
not  politic,  cfe  as  it  Avill  not  succeed  in  changing  men  or 
times,  common  prudence  should  teach  us  to  hold  our 
tongues  rather  than  to  riscpie  our  own  fortunes  Avithout 
any  jArospect  of  adALantage  to  ourselves  or  neighliors. 
Excuse  this  scrap  of  adAUce,  my  dear  Colonel,  ck  place 
it  to  the  vent  of  a heart  entirely  devoted  to  your 
Interest. 

I remember  my  promise  to  inform  you  of  the  trans- 
actions of  this  place,  & had  I received  a line  from 
you  upon  the  road,  should  liaA^e  endeaAmured  to  find 
time  during  the  Diet,  to  haA^e  given  you  a sketch  of 
the  critical  unexpected  affairs  that  agitated  us ; it 
Avill  be  needless  noAA^,  as  the  public  pajAers,  ck  your 
other  Correspondents  must  have  doubtless  not  failed  to 
instruct  you:  the  important  affair  of  the  Dissidents  Avas 
rudely  & insolently  refused ; and  yoTi  cannot  be  igno- 
rant that  those  gentlemen  haA^e  formed  Iaa^o  confedera- 
tions in  Poland  & in  Lithuania,  supported  by  a Pussian 
Army  of  30,  or  40,000  men,  A that  Ave  expect  a Diet 
extraordinary  in  the  months  of  August  or  September 
for  terminating  their  demands  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
poAA^ers  Avho  interest  themselves  in  their  behalf:  and 
tho’  it  is  inpAOSsible  to  say  hoAV  it  Avill  end,  yet  the  ap- 
pearances at  present  are  much  in  their  favour,  and  Ave 
liaA^e  all  reason  to  think  that  it  aaOII  be  conducted  AAuth- 
out  any  interruption  of  the  trancpiility  of  the  Pepublic. 

You  must  not  imagine  that,  hoAvever  important  this 
negotiation  is,  that  our  gi*eat  men  cannot  find  time  for 
other  amusements  and  engagements.  The  object  that 
engrosses  our  attention  at  this  moment  is  LoAm  and  the 
family  of  ClaA^'ereau  (you  remember  the  French  Actor 
and  his  tAvo  daughters).  Prince  Caspar  Lubomirski 
marries  the  youngest  daughter  to  day,  and  the  eldest 
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run  away  witli  a married  Musician  two  days  ago,  Lav- 
ing received  from  [Kepnin]  5000  <£  as  a recompense 
for  so  infamous  a part,  and  as  serving  only  for  a cloak 
to  Lis  views  of  getting  Ler  out  of  Ler  fatlier’s  Louse. 
TLe  fatlier  Las  acted  on  tliis  occasion  like  a Prince,  and 
tlie  Ami)’'  like  a Comedian ; tlie  latter  langlis  & is  con- 
tent witli  Lis  dexterity,  and  Lis  flatterers  tell  Lim  Le  is 
un  liahile  negotiateur  ‘ but  every  prudent  and  impar- 
tial man  must  condemn  a person  of  Lis  rank  and  cLar- 
acter,  fatlier  of  many  cliildren,  and  passed  tLe  Leat  of 
yontli,  for  Laving  committed  sncL  an  extravagance. 

TLe  Chart  clu  JPais  remains  pretty  nmcL  tlie  same 
as  wLen  you  left  ns,  tLe  same  friend sliips  and  tlie  same 
(jiiarrels.  Yon  Lave  been  tlie  instriinient  of  making 
Lind’s  fortune  Las  given  Lim  tlie  absolute 

direction  and  education  C Lamb  ell  an’ s son, 

witli  a pension  for  life  of  is  to  travel  witli  Lim 


cannot  but  congratulate 
great  merit,  as  a scliolar 


in  a couple  of  years 
liotli  parties ; for  Lind 
and  a man  of  principles  A 

I am  nmcL  obliged  to  you,  my  dear  Colonel,  for 
yonr  otfer  of  service,  and  am  convinced  tLat  you  would 
seize  any  opportunity  of  being  useful  to  me ; I don’t 
know  in  wliat  manner  yon  can  do  me  a greater  tlian 
in  tlie  conservation  of  your  sentiments  for  me ; take 
cai'e  of  yonr  liealtli,  and  Lnsbaiid  well  yonr  fortune 
wliicli  is  sufficient  to  make  you  Lappy;  and  in  yonr 
La])piness,  I sliall  always  find  a sincere  satisfaction. 
Adieu,  my  dear  Colonel,  I am  and  shall  be  to  tlie  end 
of  my  life. 

Your  affiectioiiate  friend  & Servant 

Thomas  WnouoiiTox.f 

To  Cob  diaries  Lee 

at  tlie  IP'  Hoiffi*'  tlie  Earl  of  Tlianet’s 

London. 


* These  blanks  indicate  parts  torn  ont  in  the  original, 
f Appointed  Resident  at  the  Court  of  Warsaw,  May  15,  1762.  London  Maga- 
zine, 1762,  286. 
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To  Miss  Sidney  IjEe. 

London,  May  y®  12^^  1767. 

D®  Sister, 

I was  in  hopes  of  answering  yonr  kind  letter  l)efore 
this  in  propria  jjersona,  but  no  sooner  one  speculation 
ceases  but  another  arises.  The  Hereditary  Prince,  I be- 
lieve, does  not  chnse  to  interfere  any  more  in  recommen 
dations,  as  He  has  not  always  met  ^vith  compliance. 
The  day  before  yesterday  I din’d  at  Conway’s  but  c*^ 
gather  no  information  on  my  subject.  What  detains 
me  at  present  is  the  settling  my  American  affairs,  which 
depends  on  the  arrival  of  Lord  Holland  who  is  hourly 
.expected.  If  they  turn  out  as  I hope,  my  circumstances 
will  enable  me  to  render  your’s  more  easy,  wliich  is  one 
of  my  iDrincipal  reasons  for  wishing  some  addition.  I 
am  extreamly  concern’d  at  yonr  complaints  of  want  of 
health,  but  I hope  to  find  you  free  of  ’em  ^vhen  I come 
down  which  I hope  will  be  soon 


To  THE  Kino  of  Poland. 

London,  October  20,  1767. 
Most  Excellent  Sir,  and  most  dear  Master, 

Yonr  Majesty  will  better  imagine,  than  I can  ex- 
press the  pleasure  I have  received  from  your  kind  and 
gracious  letter  : the  assurances  it  gives  me  of  yonr  good 
opinion  and  regard,  I shall  ever  consider  as  the  liaj)- 
piest,  the  most  hononrable  circumstance  of  my  life. 
They  make  ample  amends  for  the  enmities  I have 
dra^vn  uiion  myself  from  certain  powerful  quarters  in 
my  own  country,  where,  perhaps,  from  some  just  judg- 
ment of  God,  the  same  qualities  which  would  recom- 
mend to  yonr  Majesty  are  highly  olmoxious.  I devoutly 

* The  remainder  relates  solely  to  private  friends  and  their  affairs.  H.  E. 
Bunbury. 
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and  proudly  liope,  for  niy  own  liononr,  that  I 
niay  e.ver  2)Ossess  a place  in  tlie  esteem  of  your  Majesty, 
and  remain  tlie  aversion  of  those  who  so  widely,  so 
totally,  differ  from  yon. 

1 am  concerned  I cannot  more  fully,  and  in  a more 
satisfactory  manner,  answer  the  several  questions  of 
your  jMajesty  on  the  state  of  our  country,  than  what  I 
am  ahle  to  do.  Of  some  of  these  articles,  the  cause, 
tliough  generally  treated  of,  appears  not  in  the  least 
understood ; on  others,  opinions  are  so  various  that  it  is 
presumption  to  decide  ; but  some  are,  I think  obvious 
to  every  mmi  of  common  understanding ; and  of  this 
class  may  l)e  reckoned  Mr.  Pitt’s  quitting  the  stage  and 
the  conduct  of  the  American  colonies  towards  the 
mother  country.  M^ith  res])ect  to  the  first,  it  is  mani- 
fest, from  a thousand  circumstances,  that  with  the 
liealth  and  frame  of  this  extraordinary  man,  the  under- 
standing is  likewise  ^vorn  out.  Before  I came  to  Eng- 
land, I did  not  lay  much  stress  on  those  parts  of  his 
conduct  rvhich  the  newspajrers  have  so  worried ; and  I 
recollect  your  Majesty  was  of  the  same  way  of  thinking, 
that  there  was  nothing  very  monstrous  in  his  accept- 
ance of  a ])eerage,  ]j>ut  that  it  niiglit  l^e  imprudent,  and 
ai'gued  a senselessness  of  glory,  to  foideit  the  name  of 
I^itt  for  any  title  the  king  could  l)estow.  But  since  I 
am  a little  more  l:)ehind  the  scenes,  and  am  made  ac- 
(piainted  ^vitli  several  circnmstances  previous,  concomi- 
tant, and  subsequent  to  this  event,  I am  apt  to  agree 
with  the  majority  of  the  better  sort,  that  this  once 
noble  mind  is  quite  overthrown.  Can  it  be  reconciled 
to  reason,  that  the  same  man  who  had  rendered  his 
name  so  illustrious  and  so  tremendous  to  the  greatest 
])art  of  tlie  glo])e,  should  split  upon  ribbons  and  titles; 
that  when  he  had  arrived  at  a higher  pinnacle  of  glory 
than  ever  citizen  did  since  the  days  of  E])aniinondas, 
lie  should  l)e  captivated  liy  sucli  a baulde,  even  though 
it  should  lie  attended  with  no  ill  consequences  to  the 
affairs  of  his  country  ? l)ut  when  such  terrible  ones 
were  visilde,  it  must  be  construed  downright  madness. 
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Mr.  Pitt,  say  they,  Avas  tlie  only  man  avIio  had  capacity, 
spirit,  and  poAA^er  to  assert  the  liononr  and  interest  of 
the  nation  Avith  foreign  states,  correct  the  abuses,  and 
stem  the  torrent  of  corruption  at  liome.  Ilis  pOAver 
Avas  not  founded  on  Amst  pro])erty  or  cal)inet  faA'Onr, 
l)ut  on  Ids  popularity.  By  sinking  into  a j^eerage,  his 
]Aopularity  AAmnld  A^anish  of  course,  and  AAdth  it  all 
poAA^er  of  rendering,  at  a most  critical  time,  any  farther 
serAHces  to  his  country.  If  it  is  objected  that  it  is  ])os- 
sible  to  accept  a title  and  retain  the  integrity  of  the 
citizen,  they  alloAV  it ; but  that,  unfortunately,  tlie 
bidk  of  the  people  aauU  not  be  persuaded  of  it ; that  a 
popular  minister  must,  tlierefore,  not  only  be  strictly 
Aurtuous,  but,  like  Caesar’s  Avife,  Ids  Aurtue  must  not  be 
suspected ; that  this  persuasion  of  the  peo])le,  ridiculous 
as  it  may  appear  at  first  sight,  is  founded  on  too  mucli 
justice  ; for  they  obserAm,  that,  from  the  time  of  Went- 
AAmrth  doAvn  to  that  of  Pulteney,  not  one  instance  can 
be  produced  of  a man’s  changing  his  seat  from  the 
loAA^er  to  the  upper  house,  AAdthout  a thorough  renuncia- 
tion of  all  principles  and  pul)lic  \drtue ; but  AAdiether 
this  opinion  is  AA^ell  or  ill  founded,  as  it  is  a prevalent 
one,  this  revolt,  error,  folly,  or  madness,  of  such  a man 
has  some  direful  etfects  ; it  taints  Avitli  jealousy  all 
public  affiance,  establishes  a doubt,  Avdiether  such  a thing 
as  public  virtue  can  exist : in  short,  it  makes  the  bulk 
of  mankind  indiffierent  AAdio  are  in,  AAdio  are  out,  as  they 
are  almost  persuaded  that  all  men  are,  or  Avill  proAm,  in 
tlie  end,  equally  A^ain,  apostates  to  the  common  cause, 
either  through  interestedness,  vanity,  or  madness. 

Such  are  the  arguments  not  only  made  use  of  by 
the  majority  of  Mr.  Pitt’s  once  admirers,  but  they 
Avere  stated  to  him  by  those  AAdio  Avere  supposed  to 
liaAm  the  greatest  AA^eight  Avith  him.  Loi'd  Camden,  in 
particular,  concluding  this  resolution  to  be  a short  fit 
of  compliance,  and  that  his  friend  Avouhl  soon  see  the 
danger  of  the  measure,  delayed  the  signing  of  the  pat- 
ent for  tAvo  days.  But  his  lordship  Avas  mistaken,  the 
disorder  had  taken  deej)er  root  than  he  imagined ; no 
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girl  could  shew  more  impatience  for  a new  toy,  than 
this  first  of  men  did,  till  the  testimony  of  his  folly  Avas 
signed  and  sealed  to  the  whole  Avorld.  Your  Majesty 
AAull  probably  olp’ect,  that  though  Mr.  Pitt  played  the 
cliild  in  one  article,  it  is  no  j)i*oof  of  the  general  failure 
of  his  understanding;  that  no  man  Avas  ever  blessed 
Avith  so  entire  faculties,  as  not,  on  some  particular  occa- 
sion, and  in  some  unlucky  inomeut,  to  l^etray  Aveakness. 
But  this  is  not  the  case  Avith  Pitt,  the  decay  of  his 
parts  is  not  only  indicated  by  the  act  itself,  but  con- 
firmed l)y  his  conduct  in  public  and  private  character : 
In  public  the  doctrines  he  broaches  are  diametrically 
tlie  reverse  of  Avhat  he  has,  thi'ougrh  the  Avhole  course 
of  his  life,  asserted : In  private,  he  is  totally  metamor- 
pliosed ; from  the  extreme  of  plainness  and  simplicity, 
he  is  all  parade,  magnificence  and  ostentation.  But  I 
might  liaA^e  spared  your  Majesty  this  prolix  detail, 
Avhen  in  feAV  Avords,  it  Avould  have  sufficed  to  liaAm  said, 
that  he  has  fits  of  crying,  starting,  and  every  effect  of 
hysteric ; it  is  affirmed,  indeed,  that  ten  years  ago,  he 
Avas  in  the  A^eiy  same  condition,  that  therefore  a possi- 
bility of  his  recovering  once  more  his  iierA^es,  and  with 
them  all  his  functions ; but  from  the  age  of  the  man, 
the  generality  consider  the  piece  as  finished ; the  honest 
and  Avell-A\dshers  of  their  country  lament  over  him,  the 
corrupt  and  profligate  sing  Te  l)eum^  as  the  Devil  pro- 
Ijably  did  for  the  fall  of  man.  Your  Majesty  asks 
Avho  is  to  mount  the  stage  in  his  room  ? I am  so  far 
from  seeing  any  man  so  qualified  in  all  points,  as  to  fill 
Ids  part  in  time  of  distraction  and  confusion,  that  I 
knoAV  no  set  of  men  who  have  a chance  of  being  called 
to  it,  Avho  Avill  not  by  ignorance,  obstinacy,  or  timidity, 
throAv  things  into  ten  times  greater  confusion  than  they 
are  at  present.  My  Lord  Bockingham  is  indeed  an 
honest,  Avorthy,  and  spirited  man,  and  possesses  the 
good  opinion  of  the  people  in  general,  but  these  attri- 
butes Avdll  prol)ably  exclude  him.  The  Thane  Avho  is 
still  all-poAverful,  Avill  never  admit  of  a man  so  en- 
dowed. He  requires  a certain  degree  of  subserviency 
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and  coin])laisaiice ; in  sliort,  lie  requires  a minister  of 
liis  own  jobs  and  partialities,  and  not  an  administrator 
of  tlie  national  atfairs.  As  to  the  rest  who  form  what 
is  called  the  opposition,  they  are  so  odious,  or  con- 
temptilile,  that  the  favourite  himself  is  preferalile  to 
them;  such  as  Grenville,  Bedford,  Newcastle,  and  their 
associates.  Temple  is  one  of  the  most  ridiculous  order 
of  coxcombs  I ever  heard  of,  he  is  eternally  appealing 
to  the  public,  forgetting  that  the  public  never  consid- 
ered him  farther  than  they  would  an  old  jiair  of  boots, 
which  Mr.  Pitt  might,  through  whim,  have  set  a value 
upon,  which  when  he  chose  to  throw  aside,  it  mattered 
not  if  they  were  thrown  into  a lumber  room  or  the  fire. 
Nothing  could  make  the  American  colonists  cast  off 
their  obedience,  or  even  respect  to  their  mother  coun- 
try, but  some  attempt  on  the  essence  of  their  liberty ; 
such  as  undoubtedly  the  stamp  act  was,  which,  if  it  had 
remained  unrepealed,  and  admitted  as  a precedent,  they 
would  have  l)een  slaves  to  all  intents  and  2)urposes,  as 
their  whole  property  would  lie  at  the  mercy  of  the 
Crown’s  minister  and  the  minister’s  ministers,  the 
House  of  Commons,  who  would  find  no  end  to  the 
necessity  of  taxing  these  people,  as  every  additional 
tax  would  furnish  the  master  with  means  of  addino^  to 
their  respective  wages ; but  it  would  be  impertinent  in 
me  to  enter  into  a discussion  of  the  propriety  or  impro- 
23riety,  the  justice  or  injustice,  of  this  measure,  when  it 
is  so  fully  and  clearly  treated  in  some  tracts  which  are 
bound  up  together,  and  which  I have  ordered  to  be  sent 
to  your  Majesty.  If  the  humours  which  this  accursed 
attempt  has  raised,  are  suffered  to  subside,  the  inherent 
affection  which  the  colonies  have  for  their  mother 
country,  and  clashings  of  interests  one  amongst  an- 
other, will  throw  every  thing  back  into  the  old  chan- 
nel ; which  indeed  is  the  case  already : but  if  another 
attack  of  the  same  nature  should  be  made  upon  tlieni, 
by  a vicked  blundering  minister,  I will  venture  to 
prophecy,  that  this  country  will  be  shaken  to  its  foun- 
dation in  its  wealth,  credit,  naval  force,  and  interior 
population,  even  without  the  supposition  of  a civil  war. 
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[To  Prince  CzARTORysKi.] 

London,  Dec.  25tli,  1767. 

My  dear  Prince, 

Yon  Avill  do  me  great  injustice  if  yon  attribute  my 
silence  for  so  many  montlis  to  a want  of  sense  of  yonr 
excessive  goodness  and  friendship,  or  even  to  careless- 
ness, which,  considering  the  obligations  I lie  under  to 
yonr  highness,  would  be  one  and  the  same  thing.  The 
truth  is,  that  I was  unwilling  to  trouble  yon  with  a ful- 
some letter  of  aclviiowledgements,  as  I hope  yon  are  no 
stranger  to  my  sentiments  on  the  subject ; but  I thought 
a few  lines  which  would  give  yon  a sketch  of  the  state 
of  this  country,  of  the  parties,  and  of  onr  prospect  in 
relation  to  foreign  and  interior  aifairs,  would  be  the 
only  possil)le  method  of  making  yonr  Highness  some 
return  for  the  thousand  instances  of  friendship  which  T 
have  received  at  yonr  hands ; but  the  most  reasonable 
schemes  are  frequently  defeated ; so  it  fares  with  me ; 
for  although  I have  been  in  London  eight  days,  which, 
in  this  political  and  communicative  town  is  sufficient, 
one  should  think,  to  make  a man  master  of  every  thing 
necessary  to  be  known ; but  my  evil  stars  have  disap- 
jiointed  me,  and  yonr  evil  stars  have  dictated  to  me,  that, 
notwithstanding  the  insignificancy  of  all  I have  to  say, 
it  would  be  a petty  treason  to  remain  any  longer  silent. 
Yon  mnst  therefore  accept  the  will  for  the  deed;  in  a 
few  posts  I hope  to  be  aide  to  amuse  yon  better.  The 
king  and  his  ministei*s  are  out  of  town,  or  more  properly, 
I should  liave  said  the  ministers  and  their  king,  for  I do 
not  find  that  the  latter  is  any  more  a principal  than 
Avhen  I left  England.  Lord  Chatham  is  siqq^osed  to  be 
absolute  in  all  affairs  which  concern  the  state ; Bute  in 
his  corner,  retains  influence  to  a sufficient  degree,  for 
the  provision  of  his  creatures  and  countrymen,  in  sub- 
ordinate offices  ; he  disclaims  all  concern  with  business  ; 
but  this  is  like  the  rest  of  his  conduct  a most  impudent 
and  ineffectual  hypocrisy ; for  he  is  as  usual,  not  cred- 
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ited.  A formidalde  opposition  is  expected,  but  the 
conjectures  on  its  success  are  too  vague  to  be  attended 
to.  Some  men  of  weight  and  reputation  are  embarked 
in  it ; but  the  lieads  are  too  odions  to  the  nation  in 
general  in  my  opinion,  to  cany  their  point.  Such  as- 
Bedford,  Saiubvicli,  Cx.  Grenville,  and,  Avith  siil)mission, 
yonr  friend  Mansfield.  He  lately  dre^v  upon  himself 
the  laugh  of  the  House  of  Lords,  making  use  of  tlie 
^vord  Liberty  of  the  Subject;  and  expressing  great  re- 
gard to  it,  it  was  called  Satan  preaching  up  sanctity. 
Conway  is  still  secretary  of  state,  and  much  regarded 
as  a man  of  ability  and  integrity.  Lord  Shell)urne,  the 
other  secretary,  has  surpassed  the  opinion  of  the  world  ; 
he  speaks  well,  and  is  very  distinct  in  office.  The 
Duke  of  Grafton  is  an  absolute  orator,  and  lias  a fair 
character.  An  Irishman,  one  Mr.  Burke,  is  sprung  nj:) 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  who  has  astonished  every 
body  with  the  j^ower  of  his  elocpience,  his  com])rehen- 
sive  knowledge  in  all  our  exterior  and  internal  politics 
and  commercial  interests.  He  wants  nothing  but  that 
sort  of  dignity  annexed  to  rank,  and  property  in  Eng- 
land, to  make  him  the  most  considerable  man  in  the 
Lower  House. 

A dispute  with  Portugal,  on  some  commercial 
points,  seems  at  present  chiefly  to  occupy  the  thoughts 
of  the  ministry.  It  is  thought,  that  an  embassador 
extraordinary,  Avith  an  escort  of  ten  ships  of  Avar,  Avhich 
is  the  best  idtima  ratio^  Avill  be  sent  to  Lisbon.  I have 
had  some  coiiA^ersation  Avith  our  ministry  on  the  affairs 
of  Poland ; but  as  this  letter  goes  by  the  common  post, 
I cannot  send  you  the  particulars.  The  character  of 
his  Majesty  is  high  in  their  esteem.  I intreat  your 
Highness  to  present  my  duty  to  him,  to  assure  him  of 
my  zeal,  A^eneration,  and  loA^e ; in  a feAv  days,  I shall 
take  the  liberty  of  Avriting  to  him,  or  to  Mr.  Ogroudski. 
I Avait  till  I liaA^e  had  a coiwersation  Avith  the  King. 
Could  your  Highness  procure  me  a copy  of  his  Ma- 
jesty’s picture,  either  in  miniature,  or  otherAvise;  I ask 
foi*  a copy,  as  I Avould  not  presume  to  trouble  him  to 
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sit.  You  would  lilvOAvise  make  me  very  kappy  with 
your  o^v^.  I was  much  pleased  with  an  acquaintance 
with  Lavisa  at  the  Hague.  His  warm  attachment  to 
our  incomparable  master  has  much  endeared  him  to 
me.  AYe  have  some  books  published  here,  which  I 
fancy  you  would  be  glad  to  have,  particularly,  the 
whole  letters  of  Swift.  They  are  the  best  history  of 
those  times,  and  read  with  great  avidity.  AYhen  the 
Baltic  is  open,  I shall  send  to  his  Majesty  a considerable 
number,  as  lie  has  done  me  the  honour  to  trust  to  my 
judgment,  and  drawn  on  Air.  Tipper  for  the  cost. 

I have  not  heard  from  our  friend  Lind ; I beg  you 
will  chide  him  for  this  abominable  neglect.  A\Yough- 
ton  too  deserves  abuse ; I shall  write  to  him  in  a few 
posts.  The  reason  of  Lord  Thanet’s  delay  in  regard  to 
the  horse,  was  delicacy.  He  could  not  find  any  he 
thouglit  good  enough ; but  in  the  spring  he  will  send  a 
couple,  Avhich  Avdll,  in  all  respects,  suit  his  Aiajesty. 

I entreat  you,  my  dear  prince,  to  pay  my  humble 
respects  to  your  father,  mother,  the  prince,  chancellor, 
and  all  your  house,  to  AAdiich  I have  so  great  obliga- 
tions, and  for  AAdiich  I have  a sincere  love  and  honour, 
and  that  you  Avill  steal  a few  moments  to  give  me  under 
your  hand  Avhat  I am  already  coiiAunced  of,  that  I pos- 
sess some  share  of  your  love  and  friendshij). 

I am,  Avith  the  most  res]3ectful  sentiments, 

Aly  dear  Prince,  ever  yours, 

Charles  Lee. 


Froai  the  King  of  Polakd. 

A^arsoAue,  20^^  Alarch,  1768. 
AIoxsieur  le  Colonel  Lee, 

Pour  repondre  a A^otre  Lettre  du  20  Octobre  der- 
nier. J’ai  attendu  une  A"oye  sure.  Ne  Amus  excusez 
jamais  de  la  longueur  de  a^os  lettres  pourvu  que  a^ous  les 
fassiez  ton  jours  aussi  amusantes  cfe  aussi  instructiA'es 
que  cette  derniere. 
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S’il  est  rrai  qiie  le  grand  P — t soit  devenu  un  ex- 
em])le  de  la  foildesse  liiimaiiie,  cela  me  donne  la  meme 
espece  de  regret  qiie  me  donneroit  la  destruction  de 
Teglise  de  Pierre  par  un  tremblement  de  terre,  par- 
ceqne  ce  seroit  la  destruction  (run  exenq:>le  de  ])erfec- 
tion  on  du  moins  d’ excellence  liumaine. 

]\Iais  enlin  si  P — t n’existe  plus  on  j)Our  mieux  dire 
s’il  n’est  plus  qiie  Magni  nominis  iimhra  qui  est  ce  qui 
est  ou  va  etre  Ministre  clieze  vous. 

Comnie  Je  n’ai  jioint  recu  les  papiers  imprimes  sur 
la  matiere  de  vos  Colonies,  que  vous  me  dite  m’avoir 
envoy Je  vous  demande  encore  de  me  dire.  Pour  (pioi 
n’accorde  t’on  point  a vos  Colonies  le  droit  d’ avoir  des 
representans  au  Parlement  Brittanicpie  ? Pepresenta- 
tion  cfe  Taxation  iroient  alors  d’un  pas  egal,  & la  Con- 
nexion entre  la  mere  & les  filles  indissolubles  au  lieu 
que  sans  cela  Je  ne  vois  que  I’alternative  de  I’oppression 
ou  de  I’independance  entiere.  Car  I’expedient  des  Parle- 
mens  Americans  ou  telle  autre  chose  qui  entienne  lieu 
sous  quel  que  nom  que  ce  soit  me  paroit  ne  pouvoir  pro- 
duire  que  I’opposition  des  interests  de  vos  Colonies  a 
ceux  de  I’Angleterre,  comme  incompatil  des  A par  con- 
secpient  Ennemies  du  tout  au  plus  les  Anglais  d’Anie- 
rique  ne  seront  avec  ceux  d’Europe  que  comme  sont 
ensemble  les  7 Provinces  Unies  qui  composent  une  Pe- 
publique  Foederative,  dont  le  Gouvernement  est  aussi 
defectueux  que  lent,  a cause  de  I’egalite  de  pouvoir  de 
chaqu’une  des  7 petites  Pepul)li(pies  respectives. 

Le  pire  de  tout  servit  si  les  volontez  du  Parlement 
d’Angleterre  pour  etre  executies  un  Amerique,  avoient 
besoin  de  la  sanction  du  Parlement  Americain  lequel 
deviendroit  ainsi  le  suzerain  de  celui  d’Europe.  Ce 
seroit  le  meme  abus  qu’on  voit  en  Pologne  ou  la  Dic- 
tine  de  Prusse  vent  s’aro£>:er  le  droit  de  confirnier  ou 
rejettir  ce  que  la  Diette  du  Poyaesme  de  Pologne  a 
statm^e. 

Dites  moi  encor,  si  ’la  clierte  des  vivres  continue  de 
diminuer  clieze  vous  ? Si  la  j^ermission  d’exporter  des 
grains  accordee  par  le  Poi  de  France  a ses  sujets  a ini* 
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portie  des  grains  Francois  cliez  vons,  & s’il  y a esjie- 
ranee  d’obtenir  cliez  vons  les  lois  desirees  centre  les 
grandes  fermes  pour  la  diminution  des  clievaiix  tfe  pour 
la  multi])lication  des  lietes  a come. 

Je  suis  egalement  oblige  a Milord  Tlianet  & pour 
son  intention  de  me  faire  pJaisir  & pourle  clieval  meme 
qu’il  m’a  envoye  Sl  que  J’ai  trouve  lieau  & bon.  Si 
my  lord  desire  de  savoir  mon  gout  en  fait  d’etalons 
J’ainie  niieux  ceux  dont  la  Figure  approclie  le  plus  de 
la  Turque,  laquelle  est  reconnoissable  comme  vous 
scavez  non  seidment  dans  toute  sa  tete  maigre,  dans 
les  yeux  grands  & sacliants  cfe  dans  le  col  fin  degage, 
mais  j usque  dans  les  narines  fort  ouvertes  tfe  les  ore- 
illes  comme  des  fleches  ouverte  de  belle  poitrines,  de 
belles  croupes  larges,  ra2:>ine  a dos  droite,  des  jambes 
seclies  mais  fortes.  La  queue  elev6e  naturellement,  et 
si  elle  est  anglisee  qu  elle  soit  bien  relevee.  Je  ne  scai 
si  Je  ferai  jilaisir  a Mi  lord  Tlianet  mais  du  moins  e’est 
mon  intention  en  lui  envoy  ant  six  liabits  d’liyver  pour 
un  attelage  de  clievaux,  tel  que  nous  employons  ici. 

Puisque  vous  tenioignez  souliaitez  mon  portrait  & 
que  Je  n’en  ai  point  d’ autre  resemblant,  a present,  Je 
vous  envoye  un  que  Ton  dit  etre  resemblant.  Vous  en 
jiigerez.  Ce  (pi  il  y a de  sur,  e’est  (que  I’original  vous 
conserve  ton  jours  lieaucoup  d’estime  & d’affection. 


From  the  Kixg  of  Polaxd. 

Warsaw,  March  20^^  1768. 

CoLoxEL  Lee, 

I have  waited  for  a sure  way  of  sending  an  answer 
to  your  letter  of  20.  Oct.  last.  Never  excuse  yourself 
for  the  length  of  your  letters  if  you  always  make  them 
as  amusing  and  instructive  as  the  last. 

If  it  l)e  true  that  the  great  Pitt  has  become  an  ex- 
amqJe  of  human  weakness,  this  calamity  gives  me  the 
same  kind  of  regret  that  I should  feel  at  the  oveifhro^v 
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of  St.  Peters  cluircli  hj  an  eartliqiiake,  })ecause  it 
^vonld  be  tlie  destruction  of  a -model  of  perfection,  or 
at  least  of  lininan  excellence. 

But  if  Pitt  no  longer  exists,  or  to  speak  more  cor- 
rectly if  lie  is  now  but  ^^maqiii  nominis  itmhTail''  who 
is  or  wlio  is  to  be  minister  witli  yon  ? 

As  I have  not  received  the  printed  papers  relating 
to  yonr  colonies,  which  you  say  yon  have  sent  me,  I ask 
yon  again  to  tell  me,  why  they  do  not  allow  your  col- 
onies to  have  representatives  in  the  British  Parliament  ? 
Kejiresentation  and  Taxation  would  then  go  together, 
and  the  connexion  between  the  mother  and  her  daugh- 
ters become  indissoluble ; otherwise  I see  no  alternative 
but  oppression  or  entire  independence. 

For  the  expedient  of  American  Parliaments  or  any- 
thing else  of  the  kind  by  whatsoever  name  it  may  be 
called,  appears  to  me  likely  to  produce  nothing  but  an 
opposition  of  interests  between  the  colonies  and  Eng- 
land, as  incompatible  as  it  would  be  injurious  to  all 
parties. 

The  English  in  America  would  then  have  the  same 
relation  to  those  of  Europe,  that  exists  in  the  seven 
United  Provinces,  Avhich  compose  a federal  republic, 
and  ^vhose  government  is  so  defective  and  slow  in  its 
operations,  on  account  of  the  equality  of  power  be- 
tween the  seven  little  republics  respectively.  The 
worst  of  all  would  be,  that  it  should  become  necessary 
for  the  acts  of  the  Parliament  of  England  to  be  aj)- 
proved  by  an  American  Parliament  before  they  can 
be  executed  in  America,  which  would  make  the  latter 
paramount  to  the  former.  This  would  be  the  same 
a1:)use  that  is  now  seen  in  Poland,  ^vhere  the  Dietine  of 
Prussia  arrosrates  to  itself  the  rierht  of  confirmino:  or 
rejecting  what  the  Diet  of  the  Kingdom  of  Poland  has 
decreed. 

Tell  me  further  if  the  dearness  of  provisions  con- 
tinues to  diminish  with  yon  ? and  whether  the  permis- 
sion to  export  grain  granted  by  the  King  of  France  to 
his  subjects  has  had  the  effect  to  increase  the  importa- 
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tion  of  Frencli  grain  into  yonr  conntiy,  and  whether 
there  is  hope  witli  yon  of  obtaining  the  desired  laws 
against  the  great  farms  for  diminishing  the  snpjdy  of 
horses  and  increasing  that  of  horned  cattle  ? 

I aoi  obliged  to  my  Lord  Thanet  both  for  his  wisli 
to  give  me  pleasure  and  for  the  horse  he  has  sent  me, 
which  I have  found  very  handsome  and  excellent. 

If  my  Lord  wishes  to  know  my  taste  in  the  matter 
of  stallions  I like  those  best  whose  shape  approaches 
nearest  the  Turkish,  wliich  is  distinguished  as  you 
know  not  only  by  tlie  lean  head,  lai’g^  and  knowing 
eyes,  neck  firm  and  slender,  but  also  by  the  exj)anded 
nostrils  and  ears  like  open  spearheads,  fine  chest,  lai*ge 
full  l)nttock,  straight  back,  legs  slender  but  strong,  tail 
naturally  elevated,  and  if  it  is  nicked  it  should  be  well 
held  up. 

I do  not  know  if  I give  pleasure  to  my  Lord  Tha- 
net, but  at  least  such  is  my  intention  in  sending  him  six 
winter  coats  for  a team  of  horses  such  as  we  use  here. 

Since  you  wish  my  ])ortrait,  as  I have  no  other  at 
present  Avhich  resembles  me,  I send  you  one  Avliich  is 
said  to  l)e  a likeness.  You  will  judge.  It  is  certain 
liOAV'ever  that  the  original  entertains  for  you  always  a 
great  deal  of  affection  and  esteem. 


To  Miss  SiDXEY  Lee. 

Barton,  April  y®  1768. 

Sister, 

I am  still  at  Barton,  the  air  of  which  place  has  near 
re-establishkl  me.  I really  was  extreamly  ill,  and  intend 
as  soon  as  the  season  will  permit  liathing  in  the  sea 
either  at  IlarAvich  or  Bologn  in  France  which  last  I pre- 
fer as  the  wine  and  rides  are  better,  the  society  I believe 
ecpially  good  ; after  that  you  may  probably  see  me  at 
Chester.  AVhat  you  say  is  I think  upon  the  whole  just. 
When  we  are  arriv’d  at  a certain  time  of  life,  a home  is 
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absolutely  necessary.  I must  tliiiik  of  it  seriously. 
Yourself,  my  Aunts  and  Cousins  witliout  any  compli- 
ments w’d  make  Chester  very  agreeable  to  me  if  I could 
have  at  the  same  time,  two  or  three  or  even  one  good 
man  acquaintance — but  except  that  poor  invalid  the 
eldest  Fawkner,  perha]3s  thro’  my  own  caprice  and  self- 
sufficiency,  there  is  not  one  whose  conversation  is  toler- 
able. I wish  M'’®  Manwarring  Acou’d  fancy  herself  a 
man,  and  go  to  the  Tavern,  my  objection  wou’d  be  re- 
moved— in  a few  days  I shall  settle  my  plan  when 
you  shall  hear  from  me — The  books  you  mention  I lent 
to  Butler — The  stake  things  you  shall  have  down  im- 
mediately— one  is  finish’d  which  I think  is  not  quite 
large  enough — I ^vill  send  it ; if  you  like  ’em  larger  the 
others  shall  be  made  so. 

I am  D’*  Sister,  yours  most  affectionately 

CiiAKLEs  Lee. 

You  are  always  to  suppose  my  love  to  my  Aunts, 
Cousins  and  M'■^  Manwarring.  How  does  my  dear  Miss 
Podds  ? I have  a Whelp  for  Mr.  Crew  another  for  Mr. 
Manwarring,  but  know  not  how  to  convey  ’em — Lady 
Sarah’s  compliments  to  you,  procur’d  the  prettiest  Dog 
for  you  that  can  be  imagin’d,  but  has  lost  him. 


To  Miss  Sidxey  Lee. 

London,  Yov""  ye  1768. 

My  D®  Sistek. 

Tho’  I am  persuaded  that  you  think  no  letter  insig- 
nificant which  comes  from  one  you  love,  I so  far  give 
way  to  my  natural  indolence,  as  to  avoid  the  trouble  of 
writing  vdien  I can  send  vou  nothing  but  assurances  of 
health  and  how  much  1 regard  you.  I cannot  help  es- 
teeming these  assurances  rather  impertinent  and  the 
effects  of  idleness  than  the  genuine  tests  of  affection. 
If  I thought  otherwise  you  shou’d  hear  from  me  at 


68 


THE  LEE  PAPERS. 


every  ])ost.  I entreat  therefore  you  will  not  look  upon 
the  infrequency  of  my  writing  as  any  slackness  in  my 
atfection,  but  the  result  of  my  opinion  that  it  is  not  a 
duty,  nor  an  indication  of  friendship  to  be  scribbling 
every  week.  When  I have  anything  worth  your  hear- 
ing you  may  depend  upon  my  not  being  remiss.  I have 
now  near  settled  my  money  aifairs,  and  much  to  my 
satisfaction  and  advantage — the  mortgage  with 
RoAvley  is  oif,  another  Gentleman  has  taken  it,  but  I 
have  laid  it  out  in  a West  India  Estate  at  six  per  cent 
— with'  Collatei-al  Bankers  security  for  the  principal  and 
the  payment  of  the  interest,  which  has  better’d  my  in- 
come considerably.  I have  arrang’d  my  affairs  so  well, 
that  I think  I can  have  no  trouble  for  at  least  four 
years.  My  Will  will  he  sent  to  you,  or  left  in  the  hands 
of  Sir  Charles  Davers.  All  will  be  finish’d  in  a week. 
I liave  had  a cursed  deal  of  trouble  with  Bunbury  and 
shall  take  care  never  to  have  further,  dealing  with  him, 
01*  any  gentleman  of  the  Turf.  I must  now  inform  you 
of  my  plan.  In  ten  days  I hope  to  set  out  for  the  South 
of  France,  if  I can  get  to  Corsica  I will.  But  in  the 
Spring  I intend  with  the  recommendation  of  the  Polish 
King  to  join  the  Russian  Army,  and  serve  the  ensuing 
Campaign  against  the  Turks.  I flatter  myself  a little 
nnu’e  practice  will  make  me  a good  soldier — if  not,  it 
Avill  sei*ve  to  talk  over  my  kitchen  fire  in  my  old  age, 
which  ^vill  soon  come  upon  us  all — apropos,  I must 
conjure  you  (now  I am  talking  of  tlie  King  of  Poland) 
to  send  up  his  picture  to  Mrs.  Naylor,  in  old  Burling- 
ton street,  who  will  take  a copy  of  it,  and  return  it  to 
you  immediately ; you  wou’d  do  well  to  write  a letter 
AN'ith  it ; if  you  should  by  any  chance  fall  in  her  way 
she  ^vill  be  a usefull  acquaintance  to  you — the  family  is 
a most  agreeal)le  one.  I could  ^vish  you  had  been  with 
me  at  the  fc>  night — you  wou’d  have  been  charmed 

with  a young  Acti'ess  in  the  character  of  Juliet — She 
2)roniises  to  surpass  ])y  many  degrees  anything  we  have 
on  the  stage — Her  voice  is  finer,  more  musical  (if  j)os- 
sible)  than  M"'"  Cibbers — her  i^erson,  enchanting,  and  her 
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countenance  beyond  descrijdion  interestingly  beanti- 
fnll ; her  name  is  Morris.  The  wliole  world  is  in  love 
with  her,  and  yon  may  be  assur’d  I am  on  this  occasion 
one  of  the  world.  We  have  some  hope  of  overturning 
this  accursed  Ministry — Wilkes  is  to  Ije  brought  np  to 
the  House  on  Fry  day — never  did  such  a scoundrel  as 
this  Grafton  disgrace  the  bijied  Creation,  which  is  in 
itself  a scoundrel  creation,  without  the  infamy  of  his 
l)eing  of  their  species.  Have  yon  rec’d  your  Poi't 
Wine  ? Write  to  me  at  the  Smyrna  Coftee  House,  Pall 
Mall- 

Adieu,  My  !)'■  Sister, 

Yours  Affectionately 

Charles  Lee. 


My  respects  to  Miss  Barrat. 


To  Miss  Sidney  Lee. 

London,  Dec.  y"  21^'  1708. 

My  D^  Sister, 

I agree  with  yon  that  it  is  a duty  to  inform  onr 
friends  of  our  situation,  welfare  and  health ; whenever 
we  change  the  first,  or  there  is  any  revolution  happens 
in  the  latter,  I shall  carefully  fulfill  this  duty;  when 
there  is  neither  I hope  you  will  agree  with  me  in  not 
construing  a vacation  of  scribbling,  neglect.  I set  out 
on  Saturday  with  Phips  (a  son  of  Lady  Lassels)  for 
Paris  where  he  is  to  reside  during  the  recess  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  I go  on  to  Marseilles,  from  whence  I shall 
attempt  to  get  into  Corsica,  and  put  afterwards  the 
plan  1 mentioned  to  yon  in  execution.  I have  settled 
all  my  affairs  more  distinctly  than  yon  will  think  me 
capable  of.  My  Will  I have  left  in  the  hands  of  M"" 
Hoare  the  Banker,  and  a Duplicate  with  M"”  Coleman 
— If  anything  shou’d  hajipen  you  will  know  where  to 
apply  for  it — ^You  express  a regret  in  my  leaving  Eng- 
land when  there  is  a chance  of  Ld  Bockingham’s  com- 
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ing  into  Power;  my  absence  will  never  liiirt  my  in- 
terest ; on  tlie  contrary  it  will  meliorate  it — practice  in 
war  ^vill  enhance  my  pretensions.  When  I have  serv’d 
this  campaign  I shall  j)erhaps  settle ; if  I had  as  good 
an  opinion  of  my  own  temper  and  constancy  as  I have 
of  some  women’s  I shon’d  certainly  marry — without  a 
thorongh  confidence  in  one’s  self  it  is  a measure  not 
only  rash  but  dishonest;  We  have  seen  some  dreadful 
examj^les  but  no  matter:  You  inquire  wdiat  is  to  be- 
come of  Wilkes,  unless  we  cou’d  look  into  the  book  of 
Fate,  it  would  be  madness  to  guess ; so  far  is  certain, 
these  scoundrels  are  cursedly  frighten’d.  He  denounces 
an  impeachment  and  it  is  thought  he  has  some  stubborn 
damning  facts  particularly  against  Weymouth.  God 
send  him  success ; if  we  can  but  see  one  of  these  State 
Pascals  brought  to  the  block,  my  soul  shall  rest  satis- 
fy’d — there  is  a braA^e  spirit  in  the  people,  and  the 
House  of  Commons  has  more  the  air  of  vigour  and  in- 
tegrity than  we  expect’d.  1 am  vain  enough  to  think 
if  I had  a little  weight  and  credit  in  Cheshire,  I cou’d 
myself  bring  about  a glorious  PeA^olution  in  national 
affairs — as  I have  none,  I shall  keep  it  to  myself.  I 
am  surpris’d  you  liaA^e  not  rec^  the  Port,  it  Avas  not 
to  come  from  a Merchant  but  from  Lord  Blaney — I 
1 )eg  you  Avrite  a note  to  him  in  Sackville  st.  Dublin ; if 
he  is  disappointed  I Avill  order  you  some  from  a Mer- 
chant. I beg  my  respects  to  Miss  Barret,  and  assure 
her  that  I shou’d  find  great  pleasure  in  conversing  with 
her  long  and  often,  but  cannot  find  wdiat  satisfaction 
there  Axould.haA^e  been  in  helping  her  off  her  horse  and 
into  a Post  Chaise  at  Wrexham.  I once  more  desire 
my  respects  to  her.  I shall  send  you  l)efore  I set  out 
my  direction — 

Adieu,  my  D""  Sister, 

Yours  affectionately 

Charles  Lee. 

You  liaA^e  heard  Lady  Sarah  lias  a girl — Bunbury 
is  very  happy  with  it.  Miss  Blake  is  going  to  be  mar- 
ried. Don’t  forget  to  send  the  picture  to  Mrs.  Naylor. 
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To  Miss  Sidj^ey  Lee. 

Vienna,  FeV^  y®  12^^"  17G9. 

D®  Sister, 

Tlie  post  will  just  give  me  time  to  inform  yon  of  my 
situation  and  my  plan.  I met  Prince  Czartorisky  at 
Paris,  from  wliom  I learnt  that  the  Campaign  betwixt 
the  Pnssians  and  the  Turks  woii’d  probably  begin  early 
in  the  spring — He  persuaded  me  to  set  out  with  him. 
We  have  lieen  at  Vienna  a fortnight,  and  only  wait  for 
the  escort,  which  is  to  take  care  of  ns  from  the  frontier 
to  Warsaw,  for  the  communications  are  by  no  means 
open  in  Poland,  new  confederations  are  form’d  every 
day  which  pillage  and  murder  all  that  falls  in. their 
Avay.  I am  to  \mye  a command  of  Cossars  and  Wal- 
lacks,  a kind  of  people  I Imve  a good  opinion  of.  I 
am  determin’d  not  to  serve  in  the  line — one  might  as 
Avell  be  a Church  AVarden — direct  to  me,  Chez  le  Prince 
General  de  Podolie  AA^arsovie.  This  is  all  I liaA^e  to 
say — Aly  love  to  my  Aunts  and  Cousins. 

Adieu  my  D"’  Sister 

Yours  C.  Lee. 

Have  yon  got  the  Avine  ? 

To  AP"  Lee  in  6 NeAA^gate  Street 

Chester  Angleterre. 


[To  Lady  Blake.] 

AA^arsaAV,  May  ^d,  1769. 

Dear  AIadaae, 

I should  Avrite  to  you  Avith  more  ease  and  pleasure, 
liad  you  not  given  me  to  understand  that  you  looked 
upon  me  as  an  alile  letter-AAuiter.  The  ambition  of 
coming  ipi  to  your  expectations  lays  me  under  a con- 
straint AAdiich  Avill  incAutably  make  me  fall  short  of 
every  correspondent.  To  render  myself  tolerable  1 
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must  endeavour  to  foi*get  your  sex,  your  beauty;  but 
a})ove  all,  tlie  liigli  opinion  wliicli  you  are  pleased  to 
conceive  of  iny  talents  in  this  article.  That  I may  not 
run  into  compliment,  that  I may  divest  myself  of  awe 
and  vanity:  the  first  you  would  despise  as  fulsome, 
and  the  second  and  last  would  be  productive  of  reserve 
and  petulance. 

Your  understanding  and  the  care  you  have  taken  to 
cultivate  it,  cuts  me  off  from  some  of  the  most  fruitful 
sulijects  to  female  correspondents;  the  dress,  intrigues, 
and  diversions  of  the  women  in  the  several  places  we 
pass  through ; but,  on . the  other  hand,  it  affords  me 
ample  liberty  of  pouring  out  my  mind  iqioii  subjects 
which,  unfortunately  for  my  own  ease,  engross  it  en- 
tirely ; the  dreadful  situation  of  all  the  honest  part  of 
mankind,  and  particularly  of  our  own  country.  How 
miseralily  fallen  she  is  in  the  eyes  of  every  state ! 
How  sunk  are  we  (in  a few  months  I may  say)  from 
the  summit  of  glory,  oinilence,  and  strength,  to  the 
lowest  degree  of  poverty,  imbecillity,  and  contempt. 
Euro])e  is  astonished  at  the  rapidity  of  the  change; 
high  and  low,  men  of  every  order,  from  the  ministers, 
of  state  to  the  political  ])arbers,  make  it  the  subject  of 
their  admiration.  How  can  it  happen,  say  they,  that 
(xreat  Britain,  so  lately  the  mistress  of  the  globe,  ^vith 
America  in  one  hand,  Asia  and  Africa  in  another,  in- 
stead of  the  glorious  task  of  giving  laws  and  peace  to 
nations,  protecting  the  weak  and  injured,  checking  the 
po^verful  and  oppressive,  should  employ  her  time  in 
trampling  on  the  rights  of  her  dependencies,  and  vio- 
lating her  own  sacred  laws,  on  which  her  superiority 
over  her  neighbours  is  founded?  It  was  some  conso- 
lation, say  they,  for  the  generous  few  of  the  Bonians 
who  survived  the  liberties  of  their  country,  that  it  was 
a Julius  Caesar,  a man  with  more  than  mortal  talents, 
who  was  their  subverter;  and  the  patriots  of  England 
had  some  mitigation  for  their  spleen,  that  it  was  a 
Cromwell  who  had  over-reached  them ; but  that  a clod 
who  has  no  right  to  be  supposed  endued  with  aninia- 
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tion,  unless  from  tlie  symptoms  it  affords  of  perverse- 
ness, obstinacy,  dissimulation  and  timidity  sliould  be 
al)le  to  encompass  the  enslaving  of  a spirited  nation 
whose  every  law  seems  dictated  by  Liberty  herself,  is 
too  much  to  bear.  They  compare  the  noble  remon- 
strances of  the  French  parliaments  against  the  oppres- 
sions of  their  court,  with  the  slavish  addresses  of  ours. 
I must  confess  that  instead  of  sending  for  cooks  and 
hair-di*essers  from  that  country,  I have  long  wished 
that  we  were  to  supply  ourselves  with  mem])ers  of  par- 
liament. What  it  will  come  to,  I know  not,  but  it  is 
time  something  should  be  done,  and  I flatter  myself  it 
will : there  is  much  spirit  in  the  body  of  the  people ; 
but  I will  endeavour  to  quit  this  subject;  it  makes  me 
mad. 

This  country  is  the  reverse  of  ours ; they  have  an 

honest,  patriot  k g,  but  a vicious  nation.  If  God 

delights  in  seeing  a virtuous  man  (as  Seneca  supposes 
he  does)  struggling  with  adversities,  he  has  a charming 
spectacle  in  the  king  of  Poland  : and  I hope  God  will, 
in  the  end,  recompense  the  instrnment  of  his  pleasure, 
by  extricating  him  out  of  his  distresses;  nothing  else 
can,  I am  sure.  You  must  excuse  me  entering  into  a 
detail  of  these  difficulties,  as  this  letter  may  possibly 
fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Confederates,  and  be  pub- 
lished to  the  nation,  as  several  others,  full  as  insignifi- 
cant, have  already  been,  to  the  no  small  detriment  of 
this  good  man’s  affairs.  I shall  reserve  them  for  some 
future  letter,  or  our  evenings  chat  in  Queen  Anne 
Street,  or  Langham. 

Our  station  here,  I mean  those  who  are  about  the 
king’s  person,  is  whimsical  enough.  We  have  few 
troops,  the  bulk  of  these  totally  disaffected,  and  the 
town  is  full  of  (though  not  declared,  far  from  being 
concealed)  Confederates.  We  have  frequent  alarms, 
and  the  pleasure  of  sleeping  every  night  with  our  pis- 
tols on  our  pillows.  I at  j)resent  only  wait  for  an  op- 
portunity to  join  the  Pussian  army:  this  does  not  offier 
every  day,  as  a strong  escort  is  necessary,  the  commu- 


74 


THE  LEE  PAPERS. 


nications  being  filled  with  baiiditties  of  robbh^s,  wlio 
are  tlie  ofPals  of  the  Confederates.  I believe  it  will  be 
bnt  a ridicnlons  campaign,  something  like  that  of  Wilks 
and  Tall)ot.  The  Russians  can  gain  nothing  by  ]:>eat- 
ing  their  enemy,  and  the  Turks  are  confoundedly 
afraid. 

I have  heard  of  Lady  S h’s  flight.  I cannot 

say  I ever  liked  the  match.  It  is  impossible  to  have 
the  least  connection  with  Fox,  either  of  a political  or  a 
private  nature,  without  smarting  for  it : every  thing  he 
touches  l)ecomes  putrid  and  prostitute.  I hope  your 
brother  will  have  the  grace  to  break  this  accursed  con- 
nection, which  has  diverted  such  excellent  parts  from 
their  true  use,  blasted  all  the  hoj)es  which  his  real 
friends  and  his  country  had  a right  to  entertain  of  him ; 
that  he  will  see,  in  its  pro2)er  colours,  the  odiousness  of 
dependency  and  venality,  particularly  in  a man  of  for- 
tune ; and  that  he  may,  by  his  future  conduct,  make  an 
ample  recompense  to  the  opulent  county  which  has 
chose  him  for  their  hitherto  disappointment.  I am  con- 
vinced you  will  not  think  what  I am  saying  as  too 
great  a liberty  with  your  brother ; I am  convinced 
your  sentiments  correspond  with  mine  ; if  I thought 
they  did  not,  I solemnly  declare,  were  your  beauty  and 
undei'standing  greater  than  they  are,  I w'ould  not  write 
to  you.  I have  no  doubt  of  Mr.  Blake’s  doing  his  duty. 
He  is  not  only  well-disposed  himself,  but  in  the  hands  of 
one  who  might  transform  a Maccaroni  into  a Cato.  He 
must  be  the  devil  himself  whom  a young,  beautiful, 
English  woman,  with  the  sentiments  of  a Spartan  ma- 
tron, cannot  lead  into  the  ways  of  political  righteousness. 
If  women  in  general  were  like  you,  men  could  not  possi- 
bly be  such  rascals.  I have  long  lamented  the  accursed 
prevailing  notion  that  women  ought  to  have  defective 
educations.  It  was  the  most  cunning  fiend  in  hell  who 
first  broached  this  doctrine ; which,  had  it  not  pre- 
vailed, the  better  part  of  the  globe  would  not  have 
groaned  in  the  wretched  state  of  slavery  we  at  present 
see  it.  For  God’s  sake,  Madam,  have  as  many  daugh- 
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ters  as  possible,  and  make  them  as  mneli  like  yourself 
as  possible,  and  some  descendant  of  Catharine  McCau- 
ley may  attribute  the  salvation  of  the  state  to  your 
progeny. 

I am,  dear  Madam,  with  the  highest  esteem. 

Yours,  etc. 

Charles  Lee. 


Warsaw,  May  4th,  1769. 

Dear  Louisa, 

When  you  first  requested  me  to  give  yon  lessons  in 
English,  I esteemed  myself  hapjiy  to  demonstrate  my 
gratitude  to  Madam  Kreithin  for  her  singular  kindness 
to  me.  I have  been  so  used  to  converse  with  myself  and 
a few  favourite  books,  that  I never  found  it  necessary 
to  attend  the  toilets  of  women,  merely  as  the  generality 
do,  to  fly  from  themselves,  and  kill  the  time  which  they 
have  no  other  means  of  employing.  This  was  my  origi- 
nal motive ; but  on  one  or  two  conversations  with  my 
scholar,  I entertained  a sort  of  ambition  of  adding 
something  to  the  means  of  enlightening  so  excellent  an 
nnderstanding  as  I perceived  her  to  be  possessed  of. 
A little  knowledge  of  the  English  language  I conceived 
to  be  one  of  the  means,  as  it  abounds  with  so  many  ex- 
cellent and  instructing  books.  For  a few  days  my 
views  were  confined  to  this ; but,  O Louisa ! yon  ought, 
yon  must,  have  seen  this  ambition  giving  place  to  an- 
other less  trancjuil  sentiment.  Why  did  you  not  check 
it  in  its  birth,  by  affecting  to  find  difficulties  in  the  task 
yon  had  undertaken  ? Why  did  you  not,  on  some  such 
Iiiunane  pretext,  remove  me  from  your  side  before  the 
flame  had  acquired  such  inextinguishable  fierceness  ? 
This  you  should  in  charity  have  done,  as  you  was  deter- 
mined to  treat  me  as  an  enemy  the  moment  I declared 
I loved.  Your  resentment  at  my  pretending  to  more 
than  common  friendship,  is  futile  and  vain,  or,  what  is 
worse,  hypocritical  and  deceitful.  Yon  know  your 
own  charms,  your  own  powers  too  well.  Yon  have 


76 


THE  LEE  PAPERS. 


proved  tliein  with  an  unhappy  success  on  several,  not  to 
be  conscious  that  it  is  im2:)ossible  to  see  yon  often,  and 
to  hear  yonr  voice,  without  being  forced  beyond  the 
l)onnds  of  friendshij:).  But,  to  S23eak  proudly,  I do  not 
see  why  the  declaration  of  my  passion  should  so  hei- 
nously offend  you.  To  inspire  you  with  an  equal  pas- 
sion for  an  object  destitute  of  any  kind  of  charm, 
woidd  be  ridiculous  presumption : and  were  I fur- 
nished with  every  charm  that  could  captivate  woman- 
kind, to  entertain  any  hopes  which  might  affect  your 
happiness,  or  reputation,  would  be  the  highest  villainy ; 
l)ut  as  I am  born  of  a reputable  family,  I hope  my 
character  is  rather  a fair  one ; and  as  my  fortune  is 
sufficiently  ample  to  make  an  honest  man  independent 
and  an  honest  woman  content,  I cannot  see  the  mighty 
crime  in  wishing  to  unite  your  fortune  with  mine.  I 
had  flattered  myself,  that  time  and  an  unwearied  atten- 
tion to  please,  would  have  sup2)lied  in  me  what  you 
might  find  amiss  in  my  person  or  the  arts  of  conversa- 
tion. 

I am,  dear  Louisa,  with  much  esteem. 

Yours,  (fcc. 

Charles  Lee. 

To  Louisa  C 


To  Lord  Thaxet. 

Warsaw,  May  4th  1769. 

Ma’  dear  Lord, 

I Avrote  a sort  of  scrap  of  a note  to  you  l)y  the 
hands  of  FaAvkner,  and  flattered  myself  that  I should 
have  found  at  this  place  a scrap  in  return.  I knoAV 
your  indolence  too  Avell,  to  expect  a letter  of  a sheet  of 
papei*,  and  do  not  exact  it ; but  if  you  knew  hoAv  much 
pleasure  a scrap  signed  by  your  hand,  certifying  your 
health,  Avelfare,  and  good  spirits  affords  me,  I am  con- 
fident you  Avould  from  time  to  time  muster  up  resolu- 
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tion,  to  write  me  a few  lines,  three  will  be  sufficient, 
^vliich  I insist  on,  as  a tril^nte  due  to  friendsliij),  which 
on  my  side  I can  affirm  to  l)e  as  piire  and  gennine  as 
the  spa^vn  of  such  a rascally  planet  as  this  is  capable 
of ; and  I have  the  strongest  reason  to  think  it  is  not 
less  so  on  yonrs.  I must  therefore  repeat  it,  that  I ex- 
pect a tribute  of  this  sort  every  fifth  or  sixth  post.  I 
have  been  in  this  happy  caj^ital  five  weeks,  evading  for 
an  opportunity  to  join  the  Russian  army,  which  does 
not  offer  every  day,  for  the  commnnications  are  filled 
l)y  a set  of  gentlemen  who  are  called  Confederates,  bnt 
why  or  wlierefore  they  are  pleased  to  stile  tliemselves 
Confederates,  I cannot  find  out.  They  give  no  reasons, 
they  propose  no  plan,  but  they  rol),  strip,  and  generally 
murder  every  lx)dy  of  every  religion,  color  and  com- 
jilexion  who  fall  into  their  hands. 

You  used  to  dine  formerly  with  very  knowing,  wise 
politicians,  such  as  Hans  Stanley,  and  others,  who  are 
acquainted  with  all  the  schemes  of  all  the  nations,  and 
all  the  individuals  in  Eurojje;  I would  request  yon,  to 
give  me  some  hints  of  what  these  worthies  intend:  Yon 
will  scarcely  believe  me  serious,  bnt  I do  assure  you, 
that  I knew,  before  I left  London,  the  state  of  this 
country,  full  as  well,  if  not  1 setter  than  I do  here  on 
the  spot.  If  Gates  is  in  the  way  yon  will  much  oblige 
me  in  procuring  his  opinion.  I have  greater  reason 
every  day  to  congratulate  my  prudence  in  having  left 
England;  I am  jDersnaded,  had  I stayed,  I should  have 
brought  myself  into  some  cursed  scra2:>e ; even  here,  at 
so  great  a distance,  I am  thro^vn  into  strange  agitations 
of  passion  on  the  sight  of  every  newspaper.  Heavenly 
God ! is  it  possible  ^ve  should  he  so  far  sunk  ? to  return 
solemn  thanks  for  a manifestly  corrupt  dissipation  of 
such  enormous  revenues,  and  an  impudent  demand  on 
the  public  to  repair  this  dissipation,  is  pushing  servility 
to  its  ultimatum.  Those  nations  who  have  the  least 
idea  of  liberty,  as  the  Austrians  and  Russians,  laugh 
and  hoot  at  us;  compare,  say  they,  the  remonstrances 
of  the  French  2:)arliaments  with  the  addresses  of  yonrs. 
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and  tlien  dare  to  pride  yourselves  in  tlie  superiority  of 
Britisli  spirit  over  tlieir  neigldjonrs.  It  is  impossible 
to  make  the  least  reply  to  these  charges,  I choak  with 
grief  and  indignation.  When  I attempt  to  assure  them 
tliat  the  lx)dy  of  the  nation  is  still  untainted,  that  they 
have  still  sentiments  of  freedom;  they  answer,  that 
such  sentiments  are  of  little  consequence,  ^dlen  courage 
is  wanting  to  put  them  in  motion.  Is  not  every  of 
your  most  boasted  laws  tranq)led  upon,  or  eluded?  Is 
not  perjury,  desolation,  and  murder,  encouraged  and 
re^varded  Avith  the  national  money?  Are  not  your  ma- 
gistrates, from  the  sole  merit  of  being  declared  enemies 
of  the  laAv,  become  factious  partizans?  Is  not  the 
clioice  of  your  people  in  their  re2:>resentatives,  treated 
Avith  contempt  and  annulled?  Are  not  your  citizens 
massacred  in  the  pu])lic  streets  and  in  the  arms  of 
their  liousehold  gods  l^y  the  military,  and  the  military 
thanked  for  their  fiend-like  alertness  ? If  these  thinsrs 

O 

are  l)orne  Avith  by  a people,  Avdio  possess  sentiments  of 
liberty,  Ave  haA^e  lost  the  meaning  of  Avords.  Such,  my 
dear  Lord,  is  the  language  of  these  people,  and  it  is 
fortunate  for  me,  that  they  are  ignorant  of  the  state  of 
our  American  politics.  They  can  liaAm  no  idea  of  our 
carrying  our  abominations  so  far,  as  to  disfranchise 
three  millions  of  people  of  all  the  rights  of  men,  for 
the  gratification  of  the  iwenge  of  a blundering  knavish 
Secretary,  and  a scoundrel  Attorney  GoAmrnour,  a 
Hillsborough,  and  a Barnard.  Were  they  informed  of 
these  facts  their  opinion  of  us  Avould  be  still  more  mor- 
tifying. I had  the  other  day  a coiiAmrsation  AAdth  the 
gentleman  to  Avhom  you  gave  the  horse ; he  laments, 
Avith  great  enei'gy,  the  Aveak  and  Avicked  conduct  of  our 
administration,  not  only  on  our  oaaui  account,  but  on 
that  of  all  EurojAe.  He  says,  did  they  barely  jAOSsess 
common  sense,  and  common  honesty.  Great  Britain 
must  liaA^e  been  the  Empress  of  the  W orld ; that  she 
might  have  kept  on  the  muzzles  of  the  dogs  of  Avar, 
Avhich  must  noAv  ineAutably  be  slipped  off,  to  the  deAms- 
tation  of  the  greater  ])art  of  the  globe.  He  desires  his 
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res2:)ects  to  you,  and  thanks  yon  again  and  again  for 
the  horse  which  turns  out  nobly.  I beg  my  compli- 
ments to  Lady  Thanet,  and  Avas  in  liojoes  to  have  heard 
that  she  had  l^efore  this,  produced  yon  a son.  Adieu, 
my  dear  Lord,  and  Avrite  soon  a feAv  lines  to  one  aa  ho 
sincerely  loA^es  yon. 

C.  Lee. 

Lord  Thanet. 


To  the  Kino  of  Poland. 

Kaminec,  August  16th,  1769. 

Most  geacioits  Sir, 

As  an  express  is  this  evening  dis]iatc]ied  by  the 
governor,  I take  the  liberty  of  addressing  this  scri])ble 
to  your  Majesty.  As  it  is  in  English,  I am  in  hopes 
no  ])ad  consequences  can  arise,  if  it  falls  into  the  hands 
of  the  Confederates.  Your  Majesty  aauII  have  heard  of 
our  retreat — a thousand  reasons  Avill  undoubtedly  be 
given,  and  probaldy  not  one  founded  in  justice  ; I must, 
it  is  my  duty,  to  speak  freely  to  your  Majesty.  The 

0] )erations  have  been  miseralily  concluded ; they  opened 
with  a capital  defect — AAuthout  a certainty  of  the  state 
of  the  place,  (Chotzim,)  they  VA^ere  destined  to  attack 
it ; they  Avith  infinite  fatigue  and  exj)ence  marched  to 
the  certain,  (in  idea,)  reduction  of  it,  Avithout  the  pos- 
sible means  of  reducing  it.  Chotzim  is  perhaps  as 
secure  from  assault,  as  any  fortress  in  the  universe ; 

1) ut  must  inevitably  be  taken,  Avhen  attacked  AAdth  the 
necessary  quantity  of  battering  artillery,  in  forty  hours. 
Tlie  ho])es  of  reducing  it,  Avith  our  poji  guns  soon  ap- 
peared Auxin ; it  AA^as  then  seemingly  determined  to  lilock- 
ade  it,  but  the  line  of  blockade  Avas  either  broken  in 
])art,  or  totally  taken  aAvay  on  every  alarm.  AVhen 
the  l)lockade  aavts  formed,  the  grand  Vizier  Avas  ex])ect- 
ed  Avith  an  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  men.  If  that 
nunil)er  Avas  formidable,  they  ought  not  to  have  formed 
the  lilockade,  but  retired  at  once  oA'er  the  Niester, 
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witliout  harassing  for  no  nr  pose,  tlieir  men  and  tlieir 
horses.  If  it  was  not  formidable,  they  ought  to  have 
persisted  in  the  blockade.  In  fact,  the  Kussian  arm}-,  I 
mean  the  infantry,  brave  as  it  is,  was  not  sufficient  in 
number  to  form  a line  complete  of  circumvallation, 
against  so  numerous  an  enemy ; but  neither  the  march- 
ing witliout  battering  cannon,  the  blockading  the  place 
without  a resolution  to  persist  in  it,  nor  any  blunder 
committed,  are  so  liable  to  censure,  as  the  neglect  to 
attack  them  in  their  camp.  If  success  in  war  can  be 
assured,  ours  was  certainly  so. 

I am. 

With  the  highest  respect  and  attachment. 

Your  Majesty’s  most  obedient  and 
humble  servant, 

CiiAELEs  Lee. 


To  George  Colmah  (the  Elder). 

Warsaw,  May  y®  8^^  1769. 

Coleman, 

You  must  undoubtedly  think  me  a very  extraor- 
dinary joerson,  that,  on  a slender  acquaintance,  I shou’d 
have  saddled  you  with  the  curation  of  my  affiairs,  and 
afterwards  not  think  it  worth  my  while  to  write  to  you 
even  a civil  note,  such  as  a common  acquaintance,  who 
had  conferred  no  obligation,  might  have  expected. 
The  truth  is  I have  expected  every  day  to  be  ascer- 
tained of  my  destiny,  and  then  intended  to  have  given 
you  a circumstantial  plan  of  my  operations;  but  as 
this  day  is  as  remote  in  all  appearance  as  ever,  I should 
be  gnilty  of  a monstrous  neglect  in  any  farther  delay- 
ing to  jiay  the  tribute  of  friendship  which  I so  sensibly 
owe ; believe,  my  dear  Sir,  I most  sincerely  love  and 
honour  you,  and  this  love  and  honour  is  founded  on  so 
solid  a basis  that  I have  dared  to  neglect  a form  which 
would  not  be  pardoned  by  a person  who  is  not  really 
an  object  of  love  and  esteem. 
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I liave  Ijeeii  in  tliis  place  two  montlis,  waiting  for  an 
02:)portunity  to  join  tlie  Russian  army,  and  I am  afi*aid 
that  I sliall  be  ol)liged  to  wait  a month  longer,  the  coni- 
mnnieations  being  so  filled  with  the  offals  of  tlie  Con- 
federates (who  are  themselves  a banditti)  that  it  is  ini- 
possil)le  to  stir  ten  yards  without  an  escort  of  Rnssians. 
The  English  are  less  secure  than  others,  as  they  are 
esteemed  the  arch-enemies  of  tlie  holy  faith.  A Fi*ench 
Comedian  was  the  other  day  near  l)eing  hanged  fi'om 
the  circumstance  of  wearing  a bob-wig,  whicli  Ijy  the 
Confederates  is  snj^posed  to  l)e  the  nniform  of  the  Eng- 
lish nation.  I wisli  to  God  that  three  branches  of 
yonr  Legislature  wonld  take  it  into  their  heads  to 
travel  through  the  woods  of  Poland  in  bob-wigs.  The 
first  oj^portnnity  that  Avill  offer  will  be  the  2)resent 
Ambassadoi*,  who  it  is  said  will  now  be  succeeded  in 
ten  days;  bnt  this  has  been  so  long  said,  that  I begin 
to  despair  of  any  02)2)ortnnity  offering  ’till  the  whole  is 
over.  The  Turks  have  already  got  a drubbing  at 
Chotsin.  If  I should  not  arrive  ’till  all  is  over  I iiave 
made  a wise  journey  of  it.  I believe  it  wonld  break 
my  heart,  for  1 have  an  nns23eakal3le  curiosity  to  see 
this  cam23aign,  though  in  fact  I believe  it  will  be  but  a 
ridiculous  one.  If  not  quite  like  that  of  Harlequin 
and  Sca23in,  it  will  resemble  that  of  Wilkes  and  Tall)ot.'’^* 
The  Russians  can  gain  nothing  by  beating  their  enemy, 
and  the  Turks  are  confoundedly  afraid.  I wish  by 
23ractice  to  make  myself  a soldier  for  23nr230ses  honest, 
but  which  I shall  not  mention. 

I think,  after  the  cani23aign,  of  23assing  through 
Hungary  and  S23ending  the  ensuing  winter  in  the  south 
of  Italy,  Sicily,  or  some  of  the  Islands  in  the  Icarian, 
or  Hlgean  Sea.  You  are  a scholar  and  know  where 
these  seas  are.  As  to  England,  I am  resolved  not  to 
set  my  foot  in  it,  till  the  virtue  which  I ])elieve  to  exist 
in  the-  l3ody  of  the  2)eo23le  can  be  23ut  in  motion.  I 
have  good  reasons  for  it : my  S23irits  and  tenq^er  ^vere 

[*  The  papers  entitled  the  “ North  Briton,”  written  by  Wilkes,  occa- 
sioned a duel  between  him  and  Lord  Talbot.] 
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miicli  affected  by  the  measures  which  I was  witness  of, 
— measures  moderate,  laudable,  and  virtuous  in  com- 
parison of  what  has  been  transacted  since.  To  return 
solemn  thanks  to  the  Crown  for  the  manifestly  corrupt 
dissipation  of  its  enormous  revenues,  and  an  impudent 
demand  on  the  public  to  repair  this  dissij^ation,  is  push- 
ing servility  farther  than  the  rascally  Senate  of  Tiberius 
was  guilty  of.  In  this  light  it  is  considered  by  all 
those  I converse  with  of  every  nation,  even  those 
who  liave  the  least  idea  of  the  dignity  of  liberty.  The 
Austrians  and  Kussians  laugh  and  hoot  at  us;  in  fine, 
it  is  looked  u2:>on  as  the  consummation  of  human  l:)ase- 
ness — as  the  coup  de  grace  to  our  freedom  and  national 
honour. 

You  will  say  it  is  being  a pleasant  correspondent  to 
give  you  my  comments  on  what  passes  under  your  own 
eyes,  and  being  entirely  silent  on  the  transactions  of 
this  country,  which  you  may  be  supposed  to  have  some 
curiosity  to  be  acquainted  with.  You  will  scarcely 
think  me  serious,  when  I assure  you  that  I am  as  totally 
a stranger  to  ’em  as  yourself,  as  any  man  in  England, 
as  my  Lord  Mayor  Humphrey  Gates  I am  sure  must 
knoAV"  fivety  times  more  of  the.  matter.  I see  that  the 
country  is  in  one  general  state  of  confusion,  filled  with 
devastation  and  murder.  I hear  every  day  of  the  Rus- 
sians beating  the  Confederates,  but  as  to  ^vhat  the  Rus- 
sians, what  the  Confederates,  what  the  l;)ody  of  the 
nation  propose,  I am  utterly  ignorant,  though  no  more 
I believe  than  they  are  themselves.  Their  method  of 
carrying  on  war  is  about  as  gentle  as  ours  was  in 
America  with  the  Shawenese  and  Hellawars.  The 
Confederates  hang  up  all  the  Russians  (generally  by 
the  feet)  who  fall  into  their  clutches,  and  the  Russians 
put  to  the  sword  the  Confederates.  The  Russian  Cos- 
sacks have  an  admirable  sang  f void  in  these  executions. 
The  other  day  at  a ii][ic.e  called  Rava,  forty  or  fivety 
Confederates  were  condemned  to  the  i)ayonet,  but  as 
they  'w^ere  tolerably  well  dressed,  they  were  desired  to 
strip  for  the  ceremony,  the  Cossacks  not  choosing  to 
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make  any  holes  in  their  coats.  Tlie  situation  of  the 
King  is  J*eally  to  be  lamented.  Notwithstanding  he 
wears  a Crown,  he  is  an  honest  virtuous  man,  and  a 
friend  to  the  rights  of  mankind.  I wish  we  could  j)er- 
suade  a prince  of  my  acquaintance,  who  is  taught  (as 
far  as  he  can  be  taught  anything,)  to  hate  them,  to  ex- 
change with  him.  I know  a nation  that  could  spare  a 
wliole  family,  mother  and  all  to  the  Poles,  and  only 
take  in  exchange  this  one  man. 

I could  say  many  things  on  this  subject,  digna 
Uteris  nostris^  sed  non  cominittenda  ejusniodi  g^erwtdo^ 
lit  ant  interire  aut  aperiri  aut  inter  dpi  possint 

I liojie  your  kindness  has  not  entailed  any  trouble 
U2:)on  you  wdth  respect  to  my  affairs.  I ho23e  M''  Ayre 
has  been  j^unctual  in  his  payment.  I wu*ote  to  him 
fi*om  London  acquainting  him  with  your  j^owers.  If 
you  should  2)ass  by  M"*  tloare’s,  I beg  you  will  tell 
him  that  I writ  to  him  from  Munich,  requesting  him  to 
send  me  if  2)ossil)le  a letter  of  credit  to  Warsaw,  and  to 
give  credit  to  a Ca23tain  William  S23ry  for  surveying 
my  lands  in  John’s.  How  does  the  hallowed  Juliet? 
It  is  inconceivable  how  much  I am  interested  for  the 
success  and  w^elfare  of  that  girl.  If  she  does  not  suc- 
ceed (but  this  is  im230ssible)  I wish  you  could  23ersuade 
her  to  marry  me  and  settle  in  America.  My  res23ects 
to  M""^  Coleman,  and  that  I am  most  sincertly  hers. 
Adieu,  my  dear  friend,  et  tihi  persuadeas  te  a me  f ra- 
ter ne  amari. 

Charles  Lee. 


My  love  to  Pice ; and  that  when  he  can  find  time 
and  matter  I wish  he  ^vould  Avrite.  The  best  news  he 
can  send  me,  is  his  being  married  to  the  Princess  of 
Wales,  or  any  Widow  wdth  vast  interest  and  income. 
Are  the  women  blind  or  mad,  in  not  seizing  so  inesti* 
nia):)le  a 23rize  ? 

Direct  to  me  cliez  le  Prince  General  de  Podolie, 
Varsovie.  You  know  Fawkner  ? Ask  him  if  he  did  not 
receive  a long  letter  from  me  from  this  2)hxce.  I am 
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appreliensive  that  it  has  miscarried ; for,  the  posts  are 
f recpiently  cut  off  by  the  Confederates.  Tell  him  fi*om 
me  (l)ut  this  I request  you  will  not  mention  to  a third 
})ei'Son)  tliat  I hope  he  will  not  sell  any  land  to  pur- 
chase a company.  He  had  better  borrow  the  money ; 
all  I can  muster  shall  be  at  his  service,  which  will  go  a 
good  Avay.  I forgot  to  mention  this  in  my  letter.  For 
(Tod’s  sake  make  Kice  procure  me  one  of  Elliot’s  dra- 
goon casks;  if  Sir  William  Erskine  is  al^ont  toAvn  he 
nuiA'  ask  him  for  one  in  my  name ; it  is  for  tlie  King 
of  Poland.  It  must  l)e  sent  to  M"'  Montague’s  in  Lin- 
coln’s Iim-helds.  Let  your  letters  l)e  as  long  as  possible, 
and  let  them  have  in  them  as  much  of  Juliet  as  ])0ssible. 


To  Miss  Sidney  Lee. 


[July,  1769.] 

I Extract s.~\ 

I have  been  in  this  place  three  months  Avaiting  for 
an  o])i)ortnnity  to  join  the  Knssian  army — a very  safe 
one  Avill  noAV  oifer  in  ten  or  tAveh^e  days — the  present 
Embassador  is  to  join  his  liegiment.  He  Avill  liaA^e  a 
strong  escort.  I am  hajipily  A^ery  Avell  acquainted  Avith 
him  and  I lielieve  am  a sort  of  favorite  of  his.  He  is  a 
good  sort  of  man,  has  Avit,  knoAAdedge  and  courage — in 
short  a man  of  that  stamp  aaJioso  friendship  giA^es  one 
ci*edit  and  pleasure. 

The  King  received  me  Avith  the  cordiality  and  good 
ness  Avhich  I ex23ected  from  his  noble  steady  and  frank 
character.  He  treats  me  more  like  a lirother  than  a 
Patron  and  Master.  H-e  this  Aveek  intends  honoring 
me  Avith  the  rank  of  Major  General — this  is  really  an 
lionor,  for  altho’  amongst  the  Poles,  many  indifferent 
snlijects,  from  the  nature  of  the  goA^ernment,  arriA^e  at 
a still  higher  rank,  yet  the  foreigners  aaJio  liaA-e  ob- 
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tainecl  it  liave  heeii  men  of  unexceptionable  character 
in  the  services  in  which  they  have  been  engaged.  This 
testimony  of  so  excellent  a Prince’s  esteem  hatters  me 
extremely.  He  is  indeed  an  excellent  Prince.  He  is 
Avorthy  of  being  the  chief  magistrate  of  a better  nation. 
I IviiOAv  a nation  that  is  Avorthy  of  a better  chief  magis- 
trate than  it  possesses.  Could  they  not  make  an  ex- 
change ? 

■v'f  a-  -K-  -X-  X-  X- 

I am  not  surprised  at  Lady  Sarah’s  hight.  I kneAV 
the  Avoman.  Nor  can  be  giaeA-ed  at  it.  My  soul  is  so 
sick  of  pnlAlick  griefs  it  has  no  room  for  piwate  ones. 
I think  it  right  the  corporal  jDrostitntion  of  onr  Women 
sh*^  go  hand  in  hand  Avith  the  political  prostitution  of 
onr  Men  and  I thank  HeaAmn  I never.  AAms  acquainted 
Avith  so  young  a Man  aaTo  Avas  equally  prostitute  Avith 
our  Cousin. 


Fragalext  of  a Jouexal. 

ye  20’'^  1769  We  pass’d  the  Vistula  and  lay 
that  night  at  Prague. 

Ye  21st — WarsaAV  Avas  allarm’d  by  a large  body  of 
Confederates  Avho  approached  Avithin  tAAm  Polish  miles 
of  the  city — We  sent  OA^er  to  secure  the  City  half  our 
Cossacks  and  infantry — 

22"^ — The  Confederates  Avere  repulsed  by  By  Bi*a- 
nitzky — -WarsaAv  quieted  onr  Escort  return’d — Onr 
Escort  consisted  of  600  Cossacks  300  Carboniers — 300 
Infantry — We  marched  this  day  5 German  miles  to  a 
Aullao^e  called  Glinianki — the  situation  of  Avhich  is  in 
a Avood — 

23'^  We  marched  at  four  in  the  morning  thro’  a 
AVood  to  a little  ToAvn  called  LatoAucse — situated  on 
the  banks  of  a small  iWer  SAudar — 

24^/g  We  march  at  four  in  the  morning  and  march  5 
miles  thro  a very  fine  country  part  AAmod  and  part  jdain 
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al^oimding  in  i^astnre  and  corn  to  a village  call’d  Gre- 
zocwka — tlie  woods  so  open  tliat  any  sort  of  Troops 
may  act — tlie  trees  of  oak  with  some  few  pines. 

[The  aljove  in  ’■‘■Trash  Booh''’’  preceded  and  followed  by  French  exer- 
cises. This  Ijook  also  contains  numerous  extracts  in  various  languages, 
chiefly  French  and  English.  There  are  a few  Greek  words  and  some  Ital- 
ian verses — all  in  the  handwriting  of  General  Lee.] 


To  Miss  Sidi^ey  Lee. 

Mnncaes  in  Hungary 

SepL.  ye  30tli  [1769.] 

Sister, 

I am  just  arriv’d  at  this  place  after  a difficult  jour- 
ney thro  the  Mountains,  for  I durst  take  no  other  way, 
the  confederates  having  cut  off  all  commnnication.  I 
thought  of  proceeding  strait  to  Biida,  for  the  baths 
which  are  good  for  Khenmatism  and  relax — two  evils 
with  which  I have  been  much  afflicted  during  the  whole 
campaign,  which  has  lieen  tedious  nnedifying,  and  not 
veiy  glorious  from  the  fruits — tho’  in  all  the  skirmishes 
and  battles,  if  they  deserve  that  name.  We  have  been 
victorious.  We  had  a cursed  deal  of  rain,  and  were  a 
great  jiart  of  the  time  without  tents,  the  water  very  bad, 
and  the  little  wine  we  had  worse.  I have  learnt  some- 
thino:  but  not  much.  I knew  before  that  blockheads  in 

O ^ 

command  con’d  render  abortive  the  valour  of  troops. 
I am  here  in  a very  foolish  situation.  I am  oblig’d  to 
wait  a fortnight  or  twenty  days  for  a passport  from 
Vienna,  and  I have  no  money  nor  can  procure  any.  I 
am  oblig’d  to  sell  my  horses,  and  with  this  money  make 
what  shift  I can.  I think  of  passing  this  winter  in  the 
kingdom  of  Naples,  and  being  with  you  in  the  begin- 
ning of  Summer.  I hope  that  a winter  liathing  in  the 
Sea  in  that  warm  climate  will  brace  my  body,  which  is 
really  in  a wretch’d  state — Write  to  me,  directed  to  the 
Ambassador  at  Vienna — I can  say  no  more — As  this 
letter  such  as  it  is  is  called  for — Adieu,  My  love  to  my 
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Aunts,  Cousins,  and  all  those  you  think  are  or  should 
l)e  favourites. 

Yours  Sister, 

Most  atfectionately 

C.  Lee. 


Passports. 

Whereas  the  Bearer  of  these  Charles  von  Lee  Com- 
missioned General  and  Adjutant  of  His  Majesty  the 
King  of  Poland  has  arrived  here  from  the  Bussian 
Armee,  and  having  been  detained  l)y  a severe  sickness 
of  which  he  has  so  far  recovered  as  to  prosecute  his 
voyage  to  Cashaii,  agreeable  to  the  Orders  of  his  Ex- 
cellency Count  Esterhazy  General  and  Field  Marshal 
Lieutenant. 

Therefore  all  military  as  well  as  civil  authority  are 
hereby  required,  to  let  the  said  General  Von  Lee  pass 
free  and  unmolested  with  his  Servants  and  Horses,  and 
to  assist  him  in  the  prosecution  of  his  intended  voyage — 
Signed  Munckaws  the  29^^  8^'® 

Joseph  von  Orosz 

Colonel  Commandant  of  the  l^em- 

O 

ment  of  Count  of  Gyulaish,  of 
their  Koman  Imperial  Boyal  A 
1769  Apostolic  Majesties. 

■ Whereas  Charles  von  Lee,  General  and  Adjutant  of 
his  Majesty  the  King  of  Poland  by  order  of  his  Excel- 
lency the  Count  Esterhazy,  General  and  Field  Marshal 
Lieutenant,  and  with  the  permission  of  von  Orosz, 
Colonel  Commandant  of  the  Begiment  of  Gyulaish,  in-^ 
tends  to  go  to  Cashau,  therefore  the  honorable  Quartei’- 
masters  are  required  to  furnisli  him  with  four  harnessed 
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horses,  and  the  necessary  assistance  of  men,  to  the  requi- 
site station  at  p’'  florin. 

Given  at  Mnnckaes  the  29^^  October  1 7 69,  In  absence 
of  von  Koinern,  Field  and  War  Commissary 

Joim  Philip  Frederic 

Field  Provost 

Underneath  is  an  order  for  the  horses  in  the  Hun- 
garian language. 

Emeree  Count  Esterhazy  von  Galantha  actual  Cham- 
berlain to  their  Poman  Imperial,  Poyal  and  Apostolic 
Majesties,  General  Field  Marshal  Lieut  & actual  Colo- 
nel of  a Pegiment  of  Husars  Ac. 

M^liereas  General  Charles  Lee  is  going  from  this 
place  to  Vienna  by  the  way  of  Ofen,  and  has  requested 
of  me  a passport.  Tlierefore  all  and  sundry  the  mili- 
tary Officers  and  Privates  under  my  command  are  here- 
l )y  required  and  commanded,  and  all  other  persons  are 
requested  to  let  the  said  General  Charles  Lee  not  only 
])ass  safe  and  unmolested,  but  to  assist  him  in  the  prose- 
cution of  the  same. 

Given  at  Cashau  the  29^^  Nov.  1769 

E.  Esterhazy. 


To  Sir  Charles  Havers. 

AGenna,  Dec.  2T^  1769. 

AIy  dear  Havers, 

Tlio’  I have  been  rendered  almost  incapalde  of 
writing  by  a dreadful  fit  of  sickness  which,  has  left  on 
me  so  total  a relax,  dispiiltness,  and  ajiathy,  that  I am 
unequal  to  the  least  consistence  of  thought  or  action  of 
any  kind,  I can  scarcely  pardon  myself  for  not  muster- 
ing up  resolution  to  inform  my  best  friend,  and  old 
comrade,  that  I am  still  in  the  land  of  the  living.  I 
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writ  to  Coleman  some  days  ago  cliiefly  on  business, 
witli  two  or  three  additional  lines  acquainting  him 
with  my  illness  and  present  situation. 

It  would  be  tedious  to  give  you  my  history  since  I 
left  Warsaw;  let  it  suffice  that  I set  out  with  Prince 
Re])nin  the  late  ambassador  to  Poland,  that  we  did  not 
overtake  the  army  on  the  Polish  side  the  Neister,  it 
was  advanced  two  days  march  on  Moldavia,  and  by 
what  miracle  we  reached  it  I am  at  loss  to  expound,  as 
the  whole  country  was  tilled  with  Tartars  to  the  light, 
to  the  left,  on  every  side  of  us ; however  Ave  did  after 
being  in  a cursed  sweat  for  two  days  and  nights  Avith- 
out  a guide  in  that  Avild  country,  and  fancying  eAmry 
bush  a Tartar,  stumble  upon  the  army.  The  very  day 
after  our  arrival  Ave  had  a A^ery  smart  engagement  Avith 
the  Seraskier,  avIio  attacked  us  as  Ave  Avere  issuing  out 
of  a ravine,  at  the  head  of  fifty  thousand  caAmlry.  He 
fell  chiefly  on  the  left  Aving  of  the  adA-anced  corps 
(Avhere  I hajApened  to  be  mounted  most  superbly 
on  a cart  liorse)  the  cossacks  and  hussars  he  had  beat 
and  droA-e  back  on  our  infantry,  Avho  Avere  conse- 
quently throAvn  into  great  confusion.  The  Turks  en- 
tered at  this  crisis,  trampled  doAvn  part  of  our  infantry, 
and  diwe  us  all  AAdio  Avere  mounted,  headlong  into  the 
ravine;  Imt  the  valour  and  firmness  of  the  Pussian 
infantry  is  such,  that  throAvn  doAvn,  trampled  upon, 
and  Avounded  as  they  Avere,  they  fired  on  the  backs  of 
the  pursuing  Turks,  and  on  the  faces  of  those  Avho  Avere 
adAmncing,  Avliich  together  AAatli  the  steepness  and  diffi- 
culty of  tlie  raAune,  checked  their  progress  till  the  sec- 
ond line  of  infantry  consisting  of  eight  thousand  men 
Avere  to  form  on  the  other  margin  of  the  raAune,  (Avhich 
Avas  very  narroAv)  and  by  a Avell  directed  and  heaA^y 
fire  obliged  them  to  retreat.  Our  whole  infantry 
passed  the  raAune,  formed  an  oblong  square,  and  in 
this  order,  notAvitlistanding  the  repeated  attacks  of  tAvo 
days  successively,  gradually  gained  one  eminence  after 
another,  and  took  possession  of  their  camp  on  the 
heights  of  Chotzim ; part  of  the  Turkish  army  threAV 
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tliemselves  ‘into  tlie  fortress,  tlie  rest  contrived  to  join 
the  grand  vizier ; but  I am  getting  into  a detail ; to  l)e 
sliort,  we  attempted  to  take  the  place  by  force  of  can- 
non, but  (as  we  had  no  pieces  heavy  enough  for  batter- 
ing works  of  so  great  strength)  in  vain ; ^ve  then  con- 
verted it  into  a blockade,  but  when  the  grand  vizier 
and  Tartar  chan  arrived  with  a hundred  and  seventy 
thousand  men,  we  were  obliged  to  collect  our  force 
(which  was  reduced  to  forty  thousand)  into  one  camp ; 
here  we  waited  six  days  in  hopes  through  confidence  in 
numbers,  he  would  have  attacked  us  in  our  camp,  which 
was  very  strong ; this  he  did  not  seem  inclined  to  do, 
l)ut  why  we  did  not  attack  him  (for  l^y  liis  strange 
j^osition  he  exposed  his  whole  army  to  almost  certain 
perdition)  I cannot  conceive.  At  length  through  want 
of  forao^e  and  excessive  l)ad  weather,  we  were  obli2:ed 
to  repass  the  Niester,  which  retreat  was  disposed  and 
executed  in  so  masterly  a manner,  that  v^e  did  not  leave 
a single  man,  a single  horse  behind,  though  our  rear 
was  attacked  by  at  least  sixty  thousand  cavalry,  and  a 
considerable  corps  of  infantry. 

Of  what  happened  on  the  Polish  side  the  Aiester, 
you  may  have  seen  a pretty  just  account  in  the  papers; 
l)ut  as  none  has  appeared  Avith  respect  to  Avhat  passed 
on  the  Moldavian,  I could  not  help  giving  you  this 
sketch  of  it. 

I left  the  army  before  the  last  affair  hapj)ened  and 
the  a])andoning  of  Chotzim,  as  I Avas  adAUsed  to  cross 
the  mountains  ]:)efore  it  Avas  too  late,  and  try  the  Ava- 
ters  of  Buda,  Aviiich  are  esteemed  infallible  for  relax 
and  rlieumatism ; to  these  tAAm  agreeable  companions 
was  added  a sIoav  fever ; I had  ’em  all  upon  me  before 
the  campaign,  })ut  by  Ijad  Avater,  Avorse  Avine,  and  lying 
in  the  mud  Avithout  a tent,  they  Avere  greatly  improved ; 
hoAvever  I contriAmd  to  reach  Hungary,  but  in  the  first 
toAvn  of  that  country  they  united  their  forces,  I Avas 
delirious  for  eiglit  days,  and  given  over  for  three  Aveeks, 
but  the  toughness  of  my  stamina  (AAdiich  undoubtedly 
nature  has  conferred  on  me  Avith  a generous  hand)  got 
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the  better  of  the  beastly  ignorance  of  a surgeon  to 
destroy  me.  I contrived  to  get  out  of  that  niiseral)le 
village  to  a decent  town  called  Cusliem,  where  I fell 
into  better  hands,  and  after  a month’s  stay  acquired 
strength  sufficient  to  reach  Vienna.  My  intentions 
were  to  go  to  some  small  town  in  Italy  to  live  very 
cooly  and  regulaily,  ride  constantly,  acquire  strength 
and  brace  myself;  but  I am  detained  for  want  of  my 
baggage  and  want  of  credit. 

I writ  to  Coleman  on  this  subject ; my  two  mort- 
gagees I fancy  have  been  remiss  on  this  head,  otherwise 
I should  have  a considerable  sum  in  M"*  Hoare’s  hands. 
As  the  forms  of  the  affidavits  are  in  my  trunks  (which 
I expect  here)  necessary  for  the  receipt  of  my  half  pay, 
I must  beg  you  will  advance  to  M""  Hoare,  ’till  I can 
send  you  the  papers  signed,  two  hundred  pounds,  the 
half  pay  due  is  more ; my  inclination  would  carry  me 
to  England,  but  I am  afraid  I should  not  have  resolu- 
tion to  observe  the  necessary  regimen,  so  will  atteinj^t 
re-establishing  myself  first. 

I am  soi*ry  to  see  Suffolk  so  infamously  silent  when 
other  counties  are  acting  so  gloriously.  I begin  to 
think  my  cousin  a propei*  representative  of  ’em.  The 

D your  quondam  friend  is  really  a noble  youth,  the 

qualities  of  Sejanus,  Tigellinus,  Em]3son,  and  Dudley, 
seem  all  to  be  united  in  his  grace  at  an  age  Avhen  most 
men  are  troubled  with  some  of  those  ridiculous  qualms 
called  conscience,  honour,  or  at  least  decorum;  if  the 
axe  is  not  applied  to  his  neck,  it  is  laid  to  the  root  of 
our  liberties,  national  honor,  and  importance;  there  is 
no  medium ; for  my  own  part,  I will  to  speak  impu- 
dently after  Brutus,  resign  all  things  of  Koine  and  find 
out  some  sj)ot  ubi  liber  ero,  ubi  libertas  erit,  ibi  mihi 
Koma  erit. 

America  has  I think  a chance  of  emerging  from 
ministerial  oppression  ; on  this  I fix  my  hopes.  I wish 
dear  D avers  you  would  write  a line  to  my  sister  in- 
forming her  of  my  state  and  situation.  I shall  in  a 
post  or  two  write  to  her  and  Lord  Thanet,  but  I have 
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exliansted  all  my  spirits  in  paying  this  tribute  to  my 
most  sincere  love  and  friendship  for  yon. 

I beg  my  love  to  Lord  Thanet,  to  Fawkener,  Hall, 
and  Pliipps;  I have  not  received  a line  from  any  of 
them  since  I left  England  (except  Fawkener)  though 
I writ  to  yon  all ; but  I suppose  the  rascally  confed- 
erates have  prevented  my  receiving  what  was  writ. 

I Avrote  to  Mrs.  Blake,  I beg  my  respects  to  her, 
and  intreat  she  will  read  a chapter  of  Catharine  Ma- 
canley  eveiy  day  to  all  her  friends  and  admirers  who 
are  in  Parliament. 

Adieu  my  dear  friend,  and  believe  me  to  be,  most 
affectionately  yours, 

Charles  Lee. 

I am  heartily  glad  of  Patterson’s  promotion ; wish 
him  joy  in  my  name,  and  recommend  to  him  the  super- 
intendence of  my  estate  in  St.  John’s ; I wish  he  would 
Avrite  to  me,  and  tell  me  Avhat  is  best  to  be  done 
with  it. 


To  George  Colmax  (the  Elder). 

Vienna,  March  y"  16'"^  1770. 

My  Colemax, 

As  I do  not  knoAv  Avho  M*"  Gratton'^*  is,  or  how  to 
direct  to  him,  I must  beg  you  Avill  thank  him  for  his 
letter.  I suppose  he  is  a person  you  have  emj^loyed  to 
superintend  my  small  affairs.  I dare  say  he  is  able 
and  honest  from  your  confidence,  and  I am  extremely 
happy  not  only  on  my  own  account,  but  on  yours  prin- 
cipally, that  yon  will  be  discharged  from  any  farther 
trouble.  He  will  oblige  me  in  desiring  M^  Hoare  to 

[*  Garton  was  the  name  of  the  person  to  whom  this  paragraph  alludes  ; 
he  was  Treasurer  of  Covent  Garden  Theatre,  and  a private  agent  of  Mr. 
Colman,] 
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send  a letter  of  credit  for  me  to  Leghorn,  as  1 sliall 
certainly  set  out  in  three  days  for  Italy.  I have  re- 
covered my  force  in  some  degree,  but  am  yet  far  from 
right ; my  plan  is  to  bathe  in  the  sea  for  six  weeks, 
and  then  go  through  a course  of  waters  at  Viterl)o,  or 
some  others  that  are  recommended  to  me  in  Upper 
A'alois.  I should  have  liked  to  embark  in  the  Kussian 
fleet ; some  days  I find  myself  in  health,  spirits,  and 
strength,  sufficient  to  undertake  it;  l)ut  I Sii\\  joitr nailer^ 
and  on  the  whole,  therefore,  had  better  let  it  alone; 
but  I shall  regulate  myself  by  my  future  feelings. 

I long  to  be  with  you  in  England — I mean  with 
you,  and  four  or  five  whom  I sincerely  love ; but  dread 
the  agitations  I should  be  thrown  into  by  the  too  slow 
progress  of  imblic  virtue.  Let  the  hallowed  Sir  George 
Savile,  honour,  and  the  genius  of  England,  triumijh 
over  tyranny,  corruption,  Grafton,  North,  and  the  devil ; 
and  I will  hasten  to  particii^ate  the  joy : or  should  the 
sword  of  our  good  angel  be  unsheathed,  my  puny  dag- 
ger shall  contribute  its  mite  of  annoyance  to  the  breast 
of  despotism  and  wickedness.  You  will  excuse  my 
not  delivering  myself  like  a man  of  this  world ; — I 
never  can  on  so  heating  a subject. 

I wish  I could  muster  up  wit  or  news  to  entertain 
you,  Init  I am  unfurnished  with  both,  unless  you  will 
consider  as  an  article  of  news  my  being  enamoured  of 
a royal  family,  but  I really  am  smitten  with  the  reign- 
ing one  of  this  country.  The  women  are  all  divdnely 
handsome,  gracious,  unaffected,  and  civil,  without  the 
air  of  protection.  The  Emperor  will,  I believe,  one 
day  make  a figure,  at  least  comparatively  with  the  sad 
automata  of  scej^tered  herd.  He  sent  for  me  the  other 
day,  and  sufEered  me  to  converse  with  him  for  an  hour, 
as  he  was  curious  to  have  a detail  of  the  Turkish  War. 
I was  not  much  surprised  at  his  having  so  good  an 
idea  of  this,  but  could  not  help  admiring  his  general 
knowledge  of  what  has  passed  in  America,  of  the  geo- 
graphy of  the  country,  and  what  is  more,  of  the  interest 
of  Great  Britain  with  respect  to  it.  In  short,  I have 
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heard  of  Monarchs,  who  are  more  concerned  in  the  sub- 
ject, not  quite  so  well  acquainted  with  it.  Since  I 
began  this  letter  I am  told  a circular  letter  of  credit 
will  be  better,  on  Leghorn,  Genoa,  and  Milan : if  Mr. 
Gratton  will  inform  M’’  Hoare  of  it,  he  will  oblige  me. 
If  Davers  is  in  Town  let  him  know  I have  received  his 
letter,  and  will  answer  it  from  Venice.  Ask  my  Lord 
Thanet  if  he  has  received  a long  letter  from  me.  I 
wish  you  would  make  Lice  write  to  me ; he  has  time, 
you  have  none.  > Let  him  give  me  the  politics  and  the 
progress  of  cuckoldom ; let  him  direct  to  m.e  at  Venice. 
I find  by  M*"  Gratton’s  letter  M""  Eyre  has  not  yet  paid ; 
he  must  do  it.  Adieu,  my  D""  Coleman. 

Yours  most  affectionately 

C.  Lee. 

My  service  to  M''®  Coleman;  and  if  you  see  Fawk- 
ner  desire  he  will  write  to  me  at  Venice.  T have  sent 
him  two  letters,  one  to  Hall,  without  receiving  an  an- 
swer. 


To  Sir  Charles  Havers. 

Florence,  May  14^^,  1770. 

My  dear  Havers, 

Tho’  I have  been  so  long  in  answering  your  letter, 
I beg  you  will  not  conclude  that  it  gave  me  no  plea- 
sure; every  fresh  assurance  of  your  friendship  (tho’ 
I have  no  occasion  for  fresh  assurance  to  be  con- 
vinced of  it)  gives  me  unspeakable  satisfaction.  Every 
day  I live  my  love  for  you  acquires  new  force  (perhaps 
from  a cynical  disposition)  in  comparing  you  with 
other  men  ; I have  long  been  acquainted  with  your 
private  virtues,  and  am  now,  thank  Heaven,  confirmed 
in  my  opinion  of  your  public  virtue.  I am  very  un- 
easy at  your  having  any  thoughts  of  quitting  parlia- 
ment. I know  your  reasons,  but  cannot  approve  of 
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’em.  You  think  that  as  you  are  no  speaker  and  liave 
no  turn  for  business,  that  you  can  contribute  but  little 
to  stem  the  torrent  of  corruption  and  villainy,  which 
at  present  seems  to  bear  everything  down  before  it ; it 
is  this  indolent  or  despairing  method  of  reasoning  of 
several  honest  men  (for  I am  persuaded  that  there  are 
still  several  honest  men)  which  has  reduced  us  to  the 
dreadful  situation  we  are  in  at  present. 

You  know  that  the  God  of  the  Jews,  who  must,  or 
should  have  been  a judge  of  the  Jewish  affairs,  as  he 
interfered  in  ’em  so  much,  was  of  opinion  that  five  right- 
eous men  were  sufficient  to  save  tlie  rotten  state  of 
Gomorrah,  and  I do  not  find  that  he  meant  that  they 
should  be  all  speakers ; besides  the  mass  of  the  people 
of  Gomorrah  was  entirely  polluted,  the  mass  of  the  Eng- 
lish people  certainly  is  not.  I believe  no  body  of  peo- 
ple was  ever  possessed  of  more  public  virtue,  which  is 
manifest  from  all  their  proceedings ; I conjure  you 
therefore  my  dear  friend  not  in  despair  to  quit  the  deck 
and  get  under  the  hatches- — hand  a rope,  work  at  tlie 
pump,  do  anything  with  good  will  and  firmness,  encour- 
age others  to  do  the  same,  and  with  so  intrepid  a pilot 
as  Sir  George  Saville,  the  vessel  may  perliaps  work  into 
the  harbour,  notwithstanding  the  hellish  treason  of  the 
major  jDart  of  the  crew.  Consider  moreover  that  the 
abandoning  your  post  is  not  simply  the  loss  of  one  man 
to  the  cause  of  virtue,  but  that  it  throws  two  into  the 
scale  of  iniquity.  Yours  is  a ministerial  borough — the 
instant  of  your  resignation,  or  rather  desertion,  the  gov- 
ernment (as  they  are  pleased  to  call  themselves)  claps  in 
your  place  a most  assured  scoundrel.  I must  therefore 
my  dear  school  fellow  and  fellow  soldier,  my  friend,  en- 
treat you  over  and  over  again,  I must  conjure  you  by  the 
spirits  of  Cato,  Brutus,  Hampden  and  Sidney,  by  every 
tiling  til  at  is  divine  and  sacred,  not  to  desert  your  post, 
but  to  give  to  the  world  as  convincing  testimonies  as  you 
•have  to  me,  of  your  vdrtue  to  persevere  in  your  opposi- 
tion until  we  are  all  buried  in  the  last  dyke  of  lilierty. 
But  I am  running  out  of  the  sphere  of  a letter  into  an 
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entlmsiastical  rant.  The  journey,  cliange  of  air,  or 
something  has  made  a wonderful  alteration  for  the  bet- 
ter in  my  health;  nay  I sometimes  think  that  I am 
stronger,  fresher  and  younger  than  I was  l>efore  my  ill- 

M ^ -it.  4?.  M A 

ness. 

But  I am  going  to  bathe  in  the  sea  of  Leghorn,  which 
will  quite  set  me  up  ; when  I am  sufficiently  braced,  I 
perhaps  shall  set  out  for  England,  where  I intend  my 
princqjal  residence  shall  be  Rnshbrooke.  Did  yon 
mention  anything  to  Patterson  of  my  St.  John’s  estate? 
If  he  is  not  set  out,  I wish  he  would  write  a line  to  me, 
inclosed  to  Sir  John  Deck,  English  consul  at  Leghorn, 
to  which  place  yon  will  likewise  direct.  Is  Fawkener 
in  England,  or  where  is  he  ? I have  writ  to  him  twice, 
but  no  answer.  Have  you  received  the  powers  for  my 
half  pay  from  Lord  Tlianet,  to  whom  I enclosed  ’em  ? 
If  you  should  see  Colman,  I wish  yon  would  desire  him 
to  make  Mr.  Hoare  send  me  some  credit  to  Leghorn. 

If  I was  quite  ^vell  I perhaps  should  embark  with 
the  Bnssian  fleet  for  the  Morea. 

Adieu  my  dear  Davers, 

from  your  ever  affectionate 

CiiAKLEs  Lee. 

I wish  I could  hear  from  Hall,  or  know  where  he 
was. 


To 


[Leghorn,  Italy,  1771.] 

My  D^  Sir, 

It  was  the  custom  of  Queen  Anns  Ministry  to  write 
at  the  great  Lord  Peter]>orough  not  to  him,  for  as  He 
^vas  eternally  upon  the  wing  They  cou’d  take  no  stand- 
ins:  aim — -as  I have  the  honour  of  resembling  that  Avon- 
derfull  Person  in  my  vagabund  courses  it  is  impossible 
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to  catcli  me  standing — your  most  kind  and  friendly 
letter  lias  liit  me  only  a few  da}^s  since  at  Legliorn 
where  I am  making  an  experiment  of  sea-bathing,  and 
as  I think  it  has  done  me  considerable  service,  I shall 
try  it  some  time  longer — tho  not  in  this  jdace  of  whicli 
the  relaxing  society  and  conversation  must  certainly 
counteract  the  bracing  quality’s  of  the  water.  I live 
chiefly  cum  portitotilms — an  order  of  men  never  re- 
markable for  wit  learning  or  sentiments — why  is  not  the 
sea  at  Vienna  ? or  rather  why  am  I such  a lilockhead 
as  not  to  suppose  that  a society  which  gave  me  such 
satisfaction  must  be  better  both  for  my  soul  and  body 
— though  the  water  was  fresh — than  salt  water  ^vdth 
conversation  sine  grano  salis — l^elieve  me,  D’'  Sir.  I 
most  sincerely  regret  having  left  Vienna — I pay  no 
compliment  to  it  ^vhen  I say  1 prefer  it  to  all  the  places 
(particularly  capitals)  which  I know  and  Ijelieve  me 
farther  when  I say  that  your  society  constituted  not 
the  least  of  its  agi*eements.  I love  your  chearfullness, 
admire  your  understanding,  knowledge,  and  feelings — 
feelings  I say  (for  I don’t  admit  of  the  word  taste)  and 
I honour  your  liberal  way  of  thinking — particularly  with 
respect  to  the  rights  of  mankind.  I beg  you  will  not 
think  I flatter  for  in  the  Language  of  my  divine  Shaks- 
])eare  ^vhat  advancement  can  I ho2:)e  from  thee  ? I in- 
treat you  will  assure  the  circle  of  our  common  friends 
of  my  Idolatry  for  Vienna — I mean  the  families  of  Hu- 
rach,  Shnnljrown,  and  the  Siianish  Embassador.  I can- 
not And  terms  to  express  my  love  and  veneration  for 
’em— I must  beg  you  assure  ’em  of  this  therefore 
in  your  terms — assure  ’em  like^\dse  that  if  they  Avill 
encourage  me  by  saying  thro’  your  channel  that  They 
have  not  already  had  too  much  of  me,  I Avill  pay  ’em 
another  visit  and  that  perhaps  a veiy  long  one — this  I 
undoubtedly  Avill  do  if  my  American  affairs  do  not  ab- 
solutely require  my  presence  on  that  Continent — as  to 
England,  I have  forsworn  it — if  it  is  my  fate  to  live  in 
a Country  govern’d  not  by  establish’d  laAVS  but  by  the 
will  of  men — I Avdll  certainly  chuse  a master  A\dio  hits 
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iny  fancy — and  it  won’d  be  flying  in  the  face  of  God 
and  Nature  not  to  prefer  your  respectable  sensible  vir- 
tuous master  to  our  despicable  and  tlio  stupid  at  tlie 
same  time  not  innoxious  dolt — it  was  some  consolation 
to  tlie  generous  few  of  the  Komans  who  survived  the  lib- 
erties of  their  Country  that  it  was  a Julius  Caesar,  a man 
endued  Avith  more  than  mortal  talents  who  subverted  the 
noble  fabrick,  and  the  Patriots  of  England  might  plead 
in  their  excuse  that  it  was  Cromwell  who  overreach’d 
’em — but  that  a reptile  who  has  no  pretension  to  be  sup- 
pos’d endued  with  animation  unless  from  some  symptoms 
it  betrays  of  dissimulation  obstinacy  and  vindictiveness 
shou’d  l^e  able  to  encomj)ass  the  ruin  of  a sensible  and 
spirited  nation  is  too  much  to  bear — perhaps  I despair 
too  soon — but  notwithstanding  the  incredible  the  ac- 
cursed profligacy  of  those  dens  of  thieves  the  Lds  and 
Commons,  We  ought  not  to  think  everything  lost — 
whilst  the  mass  is  untainted  there  are  hopes  of  salva- 
tion— nothing  but  a ]:)roscription  more  bloody  and  ex- 
tended than  that  of  the  execrable  triumvirate  can  in- 
sure despotism — but  I must  avoid  rhapsody  into  which 
this  subject  always  hurries  me — 

Your  friend  Coclii  was  so  exceedingly  ill  when  I 
was  at  Florence  that  I cou’d  not  have  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  him — it  is  not  certain  that  I shall  return  to  that 
place,  indeed  I know  not  to  what  place  I shall  bend 
my  steps,  but  wherever  I am  I hope  to  hear  from  you 
— my  letters  must  be  enclosed  to  S"’  John  Dick  Consul 
at  Leghorn — You  have  I confess  little  encouragement 
to  give  yourself  this  trou])le,  as  I think  I every  day 
grow  a duller  and  duller  correspondent.  I cannot  eke 
out  a scroll  of  three  lines  unless  by  disgorging  my 
S2)leen  against  our  scoundrel  Court— or  by  a repetition 
of  ho^v  much  I love  those  whom  I do  love,  in  Avhich 
class  you  hold  a consideral)le  rank — Adieu  My  D''  Sir, 
Cura  te  valeas  et  escribas 

CiiAULEs  Lee. 


I desire  my  love  to  the  little  Countess  of  Claii  and 
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to  Laiiglois — wliom  I cannot  lielp  loving  tlio’  liis  liead 
is  so  fill’d  with  ministerial  ordnre — tell  him  that  I 
din’d  with  a young  set  of  English  at  Florence,  with 
whom  I pass’d  for  a monarchical  man  if  not  a Courtier 
hj  my  excessive  moderation. 


To  Miss  Sidxey  Lee. 

Leghorn,  March  ye  27th,  1771. 

My  Sister. 

After  a long  tour  thro’  Calabria,  Sicily,  and  Malta, 
I am  arriv’d  at  this  place — My  Imsyness  in  those  places 
^vas  partly  cniiosity,  and  partly  to  bath  in  the  sea,  as 
long  as  possible  in  the  Winter,  in  order  to  recover  the 
strength  and  spirits  which  I had  lost  by  that  infernal 
Ilnngarian  fever,  but  I don’t  think  it  has  done  me  all 
the  service  which  I had  flatter’d  myself  with.  I em- 
])ark  here  today  with  Capt.  Braitwaite  of  the  Liver- 
pool for  Minorca  and  Gibralter,  after  having  seen  these 
jilaces,  I intend  making  for  SjDa,  as  fast  as  jDossible, 
where  I hope  to  find  service  from  the  waters — from 
thence  I shall  set  out  for  England — this  will  be  I sup- 
pose in  Autumn.  I writ  to  you  from  Messina  by  a 
Merchant  Ship,  but  suppose  you  did  not  receive  it  as  I 
find  no  letter  in  this  place,  to  which  I desir’d  you  wou’d 
direct — indeed  it  is  now  a twelvemonth  that  I have  not 
heard  a word  from  you,  Davers,  Lord  Thanet,  or  Cole- 
man, in  short  from  any  corres23ondent  on  earth — You 
will  perhaps  think  this  a lie,  and  that  I never  wrote, 
but  I coil’d  produce  many  witnesses,  or  in  the  great 
suldime  Cumberland  stile,  con’d  take  my  Bible  oath. 
I beg  you  will  ’write  to  me  at  Minorca,  from  whence 
your  letter  will  find  its  ivay  to  whatever  jilace  I direct 
my  steps.  I was  desirous  of  sending  you  some  ^vine 
from  this  place,  but  it  has  been  so  bad  these  last  two 
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seasons,  tliat  there  is  danger  of  its  not  resisting  the  sea. 
I shall  therefore  send  you  some  Cherrie  from  Cadiz, 
which  runs  no  risk  of  S23oiling.  As  we  are  in  a great 
hurry  sending  our  things  on  board,  you  must  excuse 
this  shal)l)y  short  letter  only  let  me  intreat  you  to 
assure  my  Aunts  and  Cousins  of  my  sincerest  affec- 
tion ; and  believe 

Me  to  be  most  ardently 

My  D’'  Sister  Yours 

CiiAELEs  Lee. 


To  John  Hall  [Stetensox]. 

Hothfield,  July  y®  30^^  1771. 

My  Hall, 

Fame  (good  or  bad  is  nothing  to  the  jturpose)  of 
the  right  or  the  wrong  sort — whom  I have  been  running 
after  all  my  life  in  every  part  of  the  globe  must  be 
a more  abominable  bitch  than  fortune  herself  if  she 
has  not  appriz’d  you  of  my  Honour’s  arrival  in  this 
Island — liowever  lest  she  shou’d  have  been  guilty  of 
this  monstrous  negligence  I think  it  necessary  to  in- 
form you  that  I have  been  above  six  Aveeks  in  England, 
that  I was  much  mortify ’d  in  not  catching  you  l)y  acci- 
dent in  London,  as  it  is  not  certain  that  I shall  have 
time  to  23ay  the  tribute  of  love  and  esteem  out  of  the 
great  stock  which  I profess  to  have  [for  you]  viva  voce 
at  your  Palace  (for  such  I hear  you  are  swelling  it 
into)  at  Shelton,  my  intention  being  to  repair  to  Spa, 
in  ho})es  of  bracing  my  frame  (which  has  been  so 
damnaldy  shatteFd  by  my  Hungarian  fever — I find 
myself  indeed  infinitely  better  since  a slight  fit  of  the 
gout  which  laid  me  uj)  for  some  days  in  London — if  I 
alter  rny  mind  witli  respect  to  this  expedition,  I shall 
uninvited  jiack  myself  off  for  your  Castle — I don’t 
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know  wlietlier  you  will  1)6  charmed  with  my  conversa- 
tion, tho’  I have  pick’d  up  so  much  matter  in  my  trav- 
els that  I am  almost  at  a little  loss  for  that  as  Doctor 
Martin,  not  (piite  so  many  bright  sallies  but  consider- 
ably more  narrative — in  the  interim  ’till  I can  find  a 
patient  to  practice  upon,  I am  ol)liged  to  give  myself 
vent  in  the  publick  advert! zer — You  may  have  seen  the 
character  of  the  Emperor — but  the  blockhead  of  a 
Printer  has  made  it  really  worse  than  it  was  by  disar- 
ranging the  order  of  the  parts — I am  al)out  a more 
important  work,  in  which  I wish  you  would  assist  me, 
or  rather  take  upon  yourself  the  l^etter  part — the  plan 
is  singular  enough,  it  is  the  history  of  the  .Emperor 
Claudius  and  his  nephew  and  immediate  Successor 
Nero — professedly  in  imitation  of  M""  David  Hume’s 
history  of  the  house  of  Stewarts,  wdierein  I pretend  to 
moderate  Ijy  decent  softenings  and  coloring  the  ill  liu- 
niour  and  prejudice  of  mankind  with  regal'd  to  those 
injur’d  characters — it  is  likewise  dedicated  to  the  same 
M"'  Hume — but  I will  send  you  the  dedication  by 
which  you  will  judge  of  the  scheme.  I have  been 
down  with  Davers,  nothing  can  scarcely  make  me  so 
happy  as  the  constant  even  spirits  in  which  I found 
him,  for  I think  you  will  agree  with  me  that  he  is  de- 
serving of  the  greatest  good  to  be  met  with  in  this 
beldam  planet,  and  of  all  the  good  which  she  affords 
constant  even  spirits — is  certainly  the  greatest — one 
of  his  merits  is  the  great  esteem  he  has  for  you — what 
is  become  of  Scrope  ? I was  much  tickled  at  his  cun- 
ning method  of  finding  out  who  lov’d  him  and  who 
not.  I saw  some  of  your  imitations  of  Horace.  I take 
it  ill  you  have  not  address’d  one  of  your  epistles  to 
me — orna  me  per  Deos  oro — do  you  come  to  Town  in 
AYinter?  I hope  not — for  I wou’d  visit  you  in  the 
Country  in  Spring  or  y®  beginning  of  summer  I be- 
lieve I shall  take  a trip  to  America — let  me  hear  from 
you — direct  to  this  place  that  is  Hothfield  near  Ash- 
ford, Kent — tho’  I shou’d  be  at  Spa  it  will  find  me 
out — if  I have  time  I will  write  out  my  dedication  by 
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tlie  next  ]:)ost — Adieu,  my  Hall  and  believe  me  to 
be  sincerely  and  aHectionately 

Yonrs 

C.  Lee. 

I wish  you  'w^oii’d  make  tbe  dedication  fuller. 


Ax  Epistle  to  David  Hume,  Esq. 

[Refer  red  to  in  the  foregoing 

Sir, 

In  reading  history,  nothing  has  so  frequently 
shocked  me  as  the  disrespectful  and  irreverent  manner 
in  which  divers  writers  have  s^ioke  of  crowned  heads. 
Many  princes,  it  must  be  owned,  have  acted,  in  some 
instances  not  altogether  as  we  could  wish ; but  it  is 
the  duty  of  every  honest  man,  and  friend  to  royalty, 
the  great  source  of  human  happiness,  to  draw  a veil 
over  their  weakness  ; and  if  not  able  entirely  to  justify 
some  parts  of  their  conduct,  he  may  at  least,  by  the  aid 
of  certain  mcmaged  terms  and  decent  softenings^  in  a 
great  measure  prevent  the  evil  etfects  which  a coarse, 
and  I may  say  liarbarous  relation  of  facts  is  apt  to 
have  on  weak  and  vulgar  minds.  The  passion,  preju- 
dice, and  jiarty  heat  of  several  who  style  themselves 
historians,  have,  I make  no  doubt,  been  the  j)rincipal 
causes  of  the  numberless  murmurs,  insurrections,  rebel- 
lions, dethronements,  exjoulsions,  regicides,  which  have 
disgraced  the  history  of  mankind,  and  more  jiarticii- 
laiiy  of  this  infatuated  country. 

On  this  principle,  sir,  you  will  readily  believe,  that 
the  satisfaction  I have  received  from  your  incompara- 
ble History  of  the  House  of  the  Stuarts,  is  of  the  high- 
est kind ; that  I have  perused  it,  and  re-perused  it  a 
thousand  times,  and  always  with  fresh  pleasure ; and 
that  T ardently  wish  the  youth  of  our  coiintiy  were 
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never  suffered  to  rend  any  other ; a rule  which  I am 
charmed  to  liear  is  observed  by  the  most  exalted  per- 
sonage in  the  kingdom,  as  well  in  virtue  as  in  rank, 
Avhenever  he  condescends  to  unbend  his  mind  from  his 
sevei’e  studies  and  occujDations  l)y  dipping  into  the  an- 
nals of  his  predecessors ; and  it  is  to  this  rule,  perhaps, 
that  we  are  indebted  for  the  j^rodigious  enlargement  of 
his  mind  in  so  tender  an  age  that  all  Euroj^e  stands  as- 
tonished at  it. 

How  complaisant,  how  gentle,  how  guarded,  how 
humane,  how  polite  are  your  phrases,  in  laying  before 
us  the  transactions  of  those  good,  though  perhaps  mis- 
guided, princes  ! How  calculated  are  your  comments 
to  mitigate  the  seditious  S2:>irit  of  the  mad  multitude  ! 
Had  you  written  an  hundred  years  ago,  I am  pei*' 
suaded  you  would  not  only  have  prevented  tlie  growth 
of  those  horrible  opinions,  (alas  ! too  j^revalent,)  that 
kings  are  not  only  res2:>onsible,  but  ]:)unishal)le  for  their 
delinquencies  towards  their  2)eople;  that  Charles  the 
First  met  with  no  harder  fate  than  he  deserved,  and 
that  his  two  sons  ought,  in  justice,  to  have  made  the 
same  exit.  I say,  sir,  had  you  written  an  hundred 
yeai's  ago,  you  might  not  only  have  prevented  the 
growth  of  such  monstrous  notions ; l)ut,  23ro])ably,  have 
checked  those  furious  principles  which  ended  in  driving 
from  the  throne  of  his  ancestors,  to  the  indelible  dis- 
grace of  these  nations,  a prince  rej^lete  with  every  royal 
virtue. 

In  short,  sir,  I am  so  much  in  love  with  the  scheme 
of  your  history,  I am  so  convinced  that  no  task  can  be 
equally  laudable  in  a philoso2)her,  an  historian,  and  a 
gentleman,  as  to  endeavour,  to  eradicate  from  the 
minds  of  our  youth  all  2)rejudices  and  2)re2:>ossessions 
against  the  memory  of  deceased,  and  the  character  of 
living  2:>rinces ; and  by  obviating  the  cavils  and  malice 
of  republican  writers,  to  ius|)ire  mankind  Avith  more 
candour  in  judging  of  tlie  actions  and  government  of 
soAmreigns,  that  I am  determined  to  folloAV  so  lu'ight  an 
examjde,  and  exert  the  utmost  of  my  zeal,  skill,  and 
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abilities,  (indeed  far  short  of  yours,)  to  rescue  from  the 
unmerited  odium  under  which  they  lie,  two  much  in- 
juried  characters  in  history ; I mean  the  Emperor 
Claudius  Caesar  and  his  immediate  successor  Nero, 
whose  foildes  and  indiscretions  have  been  swelled  up 
into  vices  by  the  austerity  and  malevolence  of  Tacitus, 
Suetonius,  and  others,  (tbe  Eapins,  Ludlows,  and 
M’Cauleys  of  those  days,)  who  wrote  under  succeeding 
monarchs  of  a ditferent  family;  but  as  the  motives  for 
such  virulent  proceedings  are  now  ceased,  and  as  men’s 
minds  ought  to  be  a little  cooler,  we  may  venture  to 
pronounce  the  disposition  of  these  princes,  (though  I 
do  not  think  they  were  faultless,  or  altogether  well- 
advised,)  to  have  been  good. 

Should  the  ungenerous  and  bigots  in  party  raise  a 
clamour,  should  they  exclaim  that  its  being  a pander 
to  despotism,  and  an  enemy  to  the  rights  of  humanity, 
the  endeavouring  to  gloss  over  vices  and  enormities  so 
manifest,  as  they  pretend,  ])y  a concurrence  of  facts, 
vouclied  by  the  most  authentic  records,  I shall  console 
myself,  sir,  with  your  approbation,  and  that  of  the  gen- 
erous few  who  think  with  you,  and  shall  Hatter  myself 
that  the  attempt,  whatever  may  be  the  merit  of  the 
execution,  will  recommend  me,  along  with  the  Smol- 
lets,  Scotts,  Murphys,  and  Johnsons,  to  the  notice  of  a 
Court  which  seems  to  pique  itself  in  rewarding  the 
champions  and  apologists  of  unpopular  men  and  meas- 
ures, in  proportion  as  their  labours  are  unsuccessful 
with  the  narrow-minded  public. 

Yours,  (tc. 


To  Miss  Sidney  Lee. 

Ilothfield  in  Kent  near  Ashford, 

August  9th  [1771]. 

Sister, 

I h rote  to  you  about  six  weeks  ago  from  Rush- 
brook,  Imt  have  received  no  answer,  which  I am  heartily 
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glad  of,  for  it  fiiniislies  me  with  sii])ject  of  accusing 
you  of  being  a negligent  correspondent,  wliicli  I have 
long  wish’d  to  do.  However,  if  you  will  promise  to 
be  more  punctual  for  the  future,  I will  forgive  you 
what’s  past.  I long  to  know  whether  you  have  writ  a 
civil  line  to  Havers  on  your  becoming  Godmother  to 
his  son,  as  I recpiested  you  to  do.  If  you  have  not 
already  done  it,  I most  earnestly  conjure  you  not  to 
delay.  Every  thing  that  can  give  him  pleasure.  Every 
thing  that  can  in  the  least  hatter  him,  I ought  and  wish 
to  bring  about,  as  almost  the  whole  friendship,  affec- 
tion and  love  which  my  soul  is  capable  of  entertaining 
for  the  male  part  of  the  human  race  is  concentred  in 
him — in  short  in  Montaigne’s  odd  ungrammatical  (tho’ 
significant  jargon)  He  is  not  my  friend.  He  is  another 
me.  1 beg  therefore  as  you  have  always  profess’d  and 
demonstrated  so  true  a zeal  for  the  original  Me,  you 
will  not  be  wanting  to  the  Duplicate.  I have  been  a 
month  here  Avith  Lord  Tlianet.  He  is  an  invalid  Avith 
the  gout.  Upon  my  word  he  is  singularly  fortunate 
in  a Wife,  and  particularly  as  she  is  a Avoman  of  great 
fashion  and  family,  Avhich  you  knoAV  is  not  the  class  of 
Avomen  noAvadays  remarkable  for  furnishing  good  do- 
mestick  AviA^es.  I iieA^er  met,  I think,  Avith  a more  even 
temper,  join’d  to  perpetual  chearfulness  and  really  an 
extraordinary  understanding.  She  is  totally  void  of 
airs,  Amnity,  coquetry,  and  the  spirit  of  intrigue,  if  I 
may  judge  from  Avhat  I have  seen.  They  have  a very 
beautiful  family  of  Children,  and  do  not  spoil  ’em. 
W^e  have  two  Lady  Einches  here,  very  good  sort  of 
young  Avomen,  but  a great  deal  too  formal.  The  day 
after  tomorroAA^  Ave  set  out  for  Margate,  from  Avhence  I 
believe  I shall  cross  over  to  Spa,  for  tho’  I have  a 
most  canine  appetite,  I get  no  strength.  Indeed  my 
appetite  is  too  great  to  be  natural,  it  is  like  our  LTncle 
Bunbury’s  or  his  son’s,  apropos,  do  you  ever  see  Sir 
Charles,  or  know  anything  of  him  ? Lie  is  a very  ex- 
traordinary character  for  an  Englishman  the  more  I 
see  of  him  or  hear  of  him,  the  more  I am  amaz’d.  I 
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shall  surprise  you  with  some  traits.  Has  my  aunt 
Williams  rec^  my  letter?  I have  commission’d  my 
friend  Butler  to  convey  her  a few  bottles  of  nice  wine. 
I beg  once  more  my  love  to  her  and  to  all  the  tribe  of 
Townshend  and  Gwynynog,  to  Patty  Price.  I remem- 
ber at  Wrexham  to  have  promis’d  her  some  memento 
of  my  friendship.  Tell  me  what  I should  send  her 
which  will  be  the  most  acceptable.  I will  most  will- 
ingly do  it. 

Adieu,  my  D''  Sister, 

Yours  affectionately 

C.  Lee. 

Direct  to  me  at  Ld.  Thanet’s,  Hothfield,  Kent,  it 
will  always  find  me.  Have  you  seen  in  the  papers  my 
character  of  the  Enpieror.  I shall  give  the  Public 
some  more  of  my  ebullitions  soon ; it  is  a noble  way  of 
ventino'  our  foul  humors.  The  damn’d  Printer  disar- 

O 

rang’d  the  parts — otherwise  I am  vain  enough  to  think 
the  performance  wou’d  not  have  been  bad. 


To  Clotwoetiiy  Uptox. 

Dijon  Janry  y®  18*^^  [1772.] 

My  D®  Uptox  : 

I liave  receiv’d  your  Uptonical  (that  is  your  cor- 
dial frank  friendly)  letter — I am  extremely  happy  that 
you  express  an  inclination  to  have  me  with  you,  and 
can  assure  you  that  my  wishes  to  be  with  you  are  very 
ardent — it  is  on  the  whole  a damn’d  thing:  to  have 
horses,  my  companion’s  are  unfortunately  ill,  which  cir- 
cumstance together  with  the  badness  of  the  Aveather 
(for  We  have  had  a great  deal  of  snoAv)  lias  persuaded 
us  to  eng:ag:e  our  Lodg:ing:s  one  month  loimer — When 
that  is  out  I am  determin’d  to  set  out  immediately  for 
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Geneva,  wliere  I hope  to  find  iny  friend,  Ids  Wife,  and 
son  (of  whom  I wish  yon  both  sincerely  joy)  in  per- 
fect health  and  spirits — You  must  not  ndstake— My 
Companion  is  not  a young  lad  who  is  abroad  for  his 
education — Imt  an  officer  nearly  as  old  as  myself — who 
has  leave  of  absence  from  his  Resfiment  and  chuses  to 

O 

23ass  his  time  of  leave  abroad,  but  wishes  en  2:)assant  to 
2)ick  up  something  of  the  language,  whicli  is  very  230s- 
sible  as  he  has  a good  ear,  and  knows  the  grammar  : 
there  is  anotlier  who  has  joined  us  and  is  really  a very 
23retty  lad.  He  has  a good  fortune,  2^1’etty  figure,  ex- 
cellent tem]3er,  and  an  understanding  above  2^ar.  I 
shall  bring  him  down  to  you,  and  wou’d  wish  to  fix 
him  there — now,  my  D''  Fiiend,  with  res23ect  to  myself 
— is  the  famous  Tissot  at  Geneva  or  Laussane  ? I must 
have  some  advice — I am  in  a strange  way — I have  an 
unnatural  insatial^le  ap23etite,  grow  very  weak,  my 
eyes  glassy,  my  com23lexion  yellow,  and  am  universally 
relaxed — the  great  quantities  I eat  turn  not  to  nutri- 
ment— in  short  if  I was  much  attach’d  to  this  beldam 
planet,  the  earth — I should  think  myself  in  a wofull 
condition — but  I would  willingly  gather  health  to  look 
out  for  a more  honorable  exit  than  that  in  a stinking 
winding  sheet — l)ut  have  you  a good  doctor  ? let  me 
knoAV  by  the  return  of  the  2jOst — Your  Countrymen  go 
on  vigorously — They  23nsh  that  scoundrel  Townshend 
— God  send  ’em  2^erseverance — but  I am  somewhat  sus- 
23icious  the  great  23riuci23le  of  liberty  seems  to  be  worn 
out  in  this  Hemis2)here — I long  to  see  the  old  Lord 
Stanho23e,  for  if  this  2^i‘iiici2)le  exists,  I am  taught  to 
think  it  is  in  his  breast — I Avish  you  may  be  able  to 
read  this  scroll,  for  I am  so  tired  Avith  Tennis  that  I 
can  scarcely  hold  U23  my  head — but  from  my  heart,  I 
declare  myself,  my  D’'  U23ton,  to  be  mo&t  truly  and  af- 
fectionately yours 

Charles  Lee. 

I beg  my  res23ects  to  M""®  U23ton — it  may  a]323ear 
like  flattery  to  say  I like  much  a Person  I have  seen  ]3ut 
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once — blit  I value  myself  in  the  science  of  pliysiognoiny 
— cfe  am  very  a])t  to  pronounce  and  form  judgment 
from  the  first  siglit. 


To  Sir  Charles  D avers. 

Lyons,  March  tlie  26tli,  1772. 

My  dear  Davers, 

I wrote  to  you  three  weeks  ago,  and  discovered 
yesterday  that  my  letter  had  been  lost  through  my 
negligence  in  not  franking  it ; shall  therefore  send  you 
as  near  a copy  of  it  as  I am  able  from  memory. 

Nothing  could  make  me  so  happy  as  your  being 
brought  in  on  the  shoulders  of  your  county  as  their  re- 
presentative ; but  if  the  least  degree  of  expence,  calial, 
or  even  solicitation  had  been  necessary,  I am  heartily 
glad  that  Holt  (as  I find  by  the  puldic  papers)  is  re- 
turned. I have  not  a very  good  opinion  of  mankind  in 
general,  and  not  a better  of  your  country  than  the  rest, 
yet  I cannot  help  thinking  that  your  character,  your 
manners,  your  fi'ankness,  natuiul  blunt  good  breeding, 
and  your  unostentatious  hospitality,  must  triumph  in 
the  end.  Continue  therefore  my  dear  friend  the  man 
you  are,  and  I flatter  myself  (if  the  forms  of  our  con- 
stitution are  thought  worth  preserving)  to  see  you  the 
next  parliament  in  the  situation  you  wish.  If  your 
countrymen  are  so  void  of  feeling  and  judgment  as  to 

prefer  any  rascally  creature  of  that 

Grafton  damn  ’em,  resolve  to  detach  yourself  even 
from  your  hereditary  possessions,  pack  up  your  penates, 
and  transfer  them  along  with  me  to  some  climate  ^nd 
soil  more  friendly  to  the  spirit  of  liberty.  North 
America  stretches  forth  her  cajiacious  arms,  Switzer- 
land, or  even  the  little  state  of  Lucca  has  room  to  ad- 
mit a generous  few  ; it  is  talking  proudly  you  ^vill  say 
to  rank  myself  in  this  class,  but  when  men  of  the  first 
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condition  and  property  are  valuing  themselves  on  their 
zeal  for  slavery,  why  should  not  almost  a beggar  as  I 
am,  glory  in  being  the  reverse  ? More  of  these  things 
another  time.  I am  not  determined  on  the  place  I 
shall  move  to  from  hence.  My  health  has  been  of  late 
better  ; whether  it  is  the  air  or  the  charms  of  the  country, 
I know  not,  that  have  given  me  spirits  and  vigour,  but 
I have  acquired  ’em. 

Dear  Davers  write  a very  long  letter  with  all  that 

is  passing  on  the stages  of  Sfc.  Janies  and  St. 

Stephen.  You  will  direct  to  Chez  Messrs.  Condere 
Pere  et  Fils  a Lyons. 

To  whom  has  old  Sy corax  left  the  conduct  of  her 
cub’s  nose?  A propos  will  you  speak  to  Mr.  Mure 
your  neighbour  on  the  subject  of  my  money;  whether 
he  chuses  to  'pay  it  in  when  the  time  expires,  or  con- 
tinue it  another  year,  on  the  same  security. 

Write  to  me  immediately.  My  love  to  your  family, 
for  whom  I interest  myself  as  I know  you  love  ’em. 

Adieu  my  dear  Davers. 

C.  Lee. 


To  Miss  Sidney  Lee. 

Lyons,  March  y"  28'^  [1772.] 

I believe  I observ’d  to  you  before.  My  D*'  Sister,  how 
Extreamly  pleas’d  I was  ^vdth  your  being  infected  v ith 
my  disease,  the  malady  of  not  writing,  as  it  prevents 
your  reproaches.  I wrote  to  you  before  I left  England, 
with  directions  how  your  letters  were  to  be  address’d  to 
me,  but  not  a syllable  have  I rec"^  However  don’t  try 
to  make  any  excuses  as  I dare  say  I shall  be  even  ^vith 
you  some  time  or  other.  My  friend  Butler  and  I arriv’d 
at  Dijon  without  any  moving  accidents  by  flood  or  field, 
unless  horses  losing  their  shoes  may  be  esteem’d  such. 
We  fix’d  ourselves  there  for  two  months,  not  much  to 
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our  Emolument,  Edification,  or  pleasure.  I tliink  on 
the  whole  he  was  not  oversatisfy’d  with  his  Expedition 
nor  can  I say  that  he  had  reason,  for  to  speak  honestly 
my  society  is  not  calculated  at  present  to  promote  any 
of  the  three.  I begin  in  my  cooler  candid  moments  to 
l)e  sensible  that  my  temper  is  alter’d  for  the  worse, 
whether  it  is  to  disappointed  ambition,  too  high  an  opin- 
ion of  my  own  merit  I cannot  tell ; but  sometimes  I am 
apt  to  hatter  myself  that  the  alteration  which  I am 
conscious  of,  may  be  attributed  to  a good  principle,  viz 
— the  declension  of  publick  virtue,  and  the  giant  strides 
which  Tyi'anny  is  taking  towards  the  annihilation  of 
every  thing  that  ought  to  be  held  dear  by  the  sensible 
and  manly  part  of  human  kind.  But  whatever  the 
causes  may  be,  I feel  the  effects,  and  I wish  I only  felt 
’em  myself,  but  I am  afraid  that  those  who  by  accident 
are  much  connected  with  me  must  feel  ’em  still  more 
sensil)ly.  I have  just  merit  enough  to  condemn  and 
detest  myself,  and  to  wish  to  thro^v  myself  at  the  feet 
of  those  whom  my  deportment  must  disgust  and  shock. 
Butler  is  certainly  the  most  deserving  of  Bipeds  and  is 
worthy  of  friends  whose  minds  ai’e  forever  placid  and 
benevolent,  Imt  enough  of  his  good  qualities  and  my 
bad.  After  having  entertain’d  you  on  the  distemj^er  of 
my  mind,  let  me  say  something  of  my  bodily  disposi- 
tion. I think  I gave  you  an  Account  some  time  ago  of 
my  comidaints  not  totally  unlike  those  of  our  Uncle 
Bun1)ury,  a most  canine,  insatiable  appetite  attended 
with  weakness  and  low  spirits,  tho’  it  is  not  constant. 
I have  entervals  of  a month  when  my  appetite  is  mode- 
rate and  my  strength  and  spirits  ]*eturn.  The  air  of 
this  place  has  I think,  been  beneficial  to  me,  the  fits  of 
this  strange  disorder  have  been  shorter  and  less  violent 
— but  l)eneficial  as  it  has  been,  I shall  leave  it  sdon  and 
take  a tour  in  the  Cantons  of  Switzerland.  The  small 
ones  I long  to  see,  ^^•here  the  people  are  certainly  happy, 
as  they  have  neither  Kings,  Courts,  nor  Aristocrats ; 
and  where  the  Clergy  are  not  taught  to  anathematize  the 
Champions  of  their  Country,  and  consecrate  the  Tyrants; 
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blit  my  sole  object  is  not  to  visit  those  bless’d  regions 
of  manly  Democracy.  I am  paltry  enough  to  admit 
into  consideration  my  own  individual  interest;  in  short 
I intend  to  consult  the  famous  Physician  Tissot  of  Lau- 
sanne on  the  subject  of  my  disorder.  When  I shall  be 
in  England,  Heaven  alone  can  tell.  I have  long  ex- 
plain’d to  you  the  accnrs’d  feelings  which  floiv  upon  my 
spirits  from  those  corrupted  sources  of  S*"  Stephens  and 
S*'  James’s.  The  consolation  I might  have  received 
from  the  conversation  of  my  Chester  relations  and 
Friends,  I dare  not  yet  avail  myself  of.  I must  con- 
tinue therefore  to  play  the  Vagabond  to  dissipate  and 
distract.  My  chief  amusement  is  disgorging  part  of  my 
spleen  on  paper.  I am  finishing  a very  bulky  work 
which  will  aii’ord  fruitful  subject  of  criticism  to  my 
Lords  the  Scotch  Reviewers.  It  is  entitled  Remarks  on 
David  Hume’s  history  of  the  House  of  the  Stewarts, 
ivith  a prefatory  discourse  address’d  to  the  Officers  of 
the  Army.  M"""-  McCauley  and  Dempster  approve  it. 
It  is  not  very  gentle  and  may  pass  with  moderate  men 
(that  is  men  who  are  indifferent  about  the  fate  of  their 
Country  if  they  individually  are  not  disturb’d)  for  sedi- 
tious. Whatever  it  is,  the  Publick  shall  have  it. 

How  does  my  Aunt  Williams  ? I zealously  vdsh  her 
long  life  and  health.  She  has  great  worth.  How  are 
the  Toivmshends,  male  A female  ? The  Gwynynog  fam- 
ily and  Charlotte  amongst  the  rest  ? My  love  to  ’em 
all,  to  Mrs.  Hincks  and  Martha  Price.  ' You  must  direct 
to  me  Chez  Mes®""®  Condere  Pere  et  Fils,  Banquiers  a 
Lyon.  Wherever  I am  it  will  find  its  ivay  to  me. 
Adieu,  My  D’'  Sister, 

Yours  most  Sincerely  and  affectionately 

C.  Lee. 

Write  a great  deal  of  Yews,  publick  and  private. 
How  go  on  Mr.  Henry  B unbury  and  S2:)ouse  ? I think 
they  Avill  make  some  figure,  but  what  sort  I know  not. 
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From  Walter  Pattersojs'. 

Island  S*  John  y®  10^^  Nov.  1772. 

My  dear  Lee, 

Of  all  men  on  earth  you  are  the  last  from  whom  I 
expected  to  hear;  or  indeed  of  whom  I expected  to 
liear,  unless  it  was  in  a paragraj)h  of  a foreign  Gazette, 
that  such  a day  Monsieur  General  Lee  un  Anglais  was 
cut  to  pieces  defending  his  Polish  Majesty,  or  in  some 
desj)erate  uncommon  aattck ; or,  which  was  full  as  like- 
ly, tliat  you  were  hanged  for  treason,  in  some  of  the 
damned  aiLitrary  governments  you  have  been  wander- 
ing through.  But  liow  surprised ! when  in  place  of 
this,  I receive  a flattering  letter,  from  you^  dated 
Dijon — surely  Lee  the  climate  of  France  has  produc’d 
this  wonderful  effect.  I am  sure  in  old  England,  you 
wou’d  never  hatter  any  man ; much  less  one  whom  you 
lionour’d  with  your  friendship.  Do  not  you  know  how 
apt  we  all  are  to  forget  ourselves  when  in  power  ? or 
upon  any  sudden  elevation ; and  how  very  ready  we 
are  to  believe  all  the  handsome  things,  that  even  the 
most  abject  sycophants  are  j)leased  to  bespatter  us 
with.  Then  my  friend,  how  much  more  dangerous 
must  it  be  from  a man,  of  whose  understanding  I have 
always  had  the  highest  oj)inion?  and  who  is  so  remark- 
able for  his  candour  and  freedom  of  speech,  that  they 
are  (to  the  disgrace  of  our  day)  well  knoAvm  to  be  his 
greatest  enemies.  In  spite  of  what  I say,  I Avill  ac- 
knowledge I am  2)roud  of  your  good  opinion,  tho’ 
delivered  in  too  flattering  a style,  but  I hope  it  will 
liave  no  other  effect  than  to  make  me  endeavour  to 
deserve  it.  J 

Taking  it  for  granted,  that  you  will  like  to  know 
liow  I bear  my  promotion,  I will  give  you  as  impartial 
an  account  of  it,  in  a few  words,  as  it  is  possiljle  for  a 
man  to  give  of  himself.  I feel  myself  dependant,  and 
a slave  to  slaves;  obliged  to  court,  and  flatter  men 
whom  I despise,  both  for  their  want  of  abilities,  and 
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want  of  honesty.  I hate  power,  and  tliose  in  it,  more 
and  more  every  day.  I am  plainer  in  my  table,  and 
apparel  than  you  ever  knew  me,  without  an  attempt  or 
a wish  to  be  ricli.  I have  children,  and  I feel  they  may 
one  day  be  under  another  Governor,  on  the  spot  where 
their  father  once  presided ; this  helps  to  make  me  care- 
full  and  as  tender  as  possible  of  those  entrusted  to  my 
care.  My  actions  are  as  j^ublick  as  they  can  j^ossibly 
be  made.  And  I hope  my  children,  nor  friends,  will 
never  have  reason  to  blush  or  be  ashamed  to  hear  of 
them.  I find  the  care  of  a people,  a more  difficult 
thing  than  I immagin’d  it  to  be ; and  I find  myself 
very  defective  as  a Legislator : the  former,  perhaps 
time  may  render  more  easy ; and  I am  endeavouring  to 
remedy  the  latter,  by  as  close  an  application  to  study 
the  spirit  of  the  laws  of  my  country,  as  is  in  my 
power;  in  the  meantime  I am  cautious  of  doing  much, 
least  I may  do  more  evil  than  good. 

This,  if  I know  anything  of  myself  is  truth — 

How  you  will  like  the  daubed  portrait,  I know  not, 
nor  whether  or  not  I may  not  forfeit  a part  of  your 
good  opinion  by  the  badness  of  the  attempt. 

Like  the  Priest,  after  christening  my  own  child  first, 
I now  come  to  your  business ; and  in  the  first  2:>lace,  I 
promise  you  if  it  be  in  my  j)ower  to  do  any  for  you  I 
will ; and  with  more  pleasure  than  you  can  ask  me. 

In  the  meantime  I can  answer  you  some  of  your  que- 
ries to  a greater  certainty,  by  being  here,  than  if  I had 
received  your  letter  in  Suffiolk  street,  where  you  direct- 
ed it  to  me.  You  desire  to  know  if  it  is  worth  your 
while  to  lay  out  any  money  on  your  lands  in  this  Isl- 
and. I ans'wer  yes.  You  have  half  of  the  very  best 
lot  on  this  Island,  or  at  least  as  good  as  any;  and  were 
I in  your  circumstances  I would  be  proprietor  of  the 
whole  of  it ; in  that  manner  I would  lay  out  the  first 
money.  There  are  a good  many  Frencli  who  live  upon 
it  already ; but  for  want  of  titles  to  the  land,  they  do 
not  improve  it  as  they  might,  these  would  commence  a 
small  rent  immediately,  for  which  reason  you  ought  to 
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appoint  an  Agent,  and  if  you  do  not  like  to  purchase 
the  other  half,  you  ought  to  come  to  some  agreement 
with  Sf  Francis  Mdeane,  either  to  have  a division  made 
of  it,  or  to  bear  a share  of  the  expenses  but  I would 
by  all  means  recommend  the  former,  that  is  to  say  to 
])urchase  the  whole,  or  to  have  it  divided.  The  kind  of 
man,  I would  recommend  to  you  as  an  Agent  would  be 
an  English  Farmer,  an  active  Fellow,  with  a Genius  a 
little  above  the  common  run  of  them,  such  a man  as 
would  not  be  so  much  guided  by  old  custom  as  to 
attempt  ploughing  here  in  February,  because  he  was 
used  to  do  so  at  home,  in  short  a man  who  can  think  a 
little,  and  accommodate  both  himself  and  his  labour  to 
the  climate.  As  you  have  a plentifull  fortune,  no  mat- 
ter whether  or  not  he  has  perhaps  better  not.  To  such 
a man  you  might  give  at  an  easy  rent,  as  much  land  as 
he  thought  would  make  him  a complete  farmer.  He 
ought  to  bring  some  servants  with  him,  who  ought  to 
be  l)ound  for  three  or  four  years,  he  paying  them  yearly 
waiges,  something  more  than  they  get  in  England ; he 
ouglit  to  bring  likewise  all  the  iron  parts  of  every  kind 
of  farming  utensils  and  all  necessary  iron  work  for 
building  himself  a house,  and  beside  that,  either  money 
or  a credit  to  purchase  cattle,  and  a year’s  provisions. 

If  you  had  such  a man  well  settled,  and  it  should 
be  done  in  such  a manner,  that  he  might  feel  as  few 
inconveniences  as  possible,  he  would  soon  bring  you 
more,  for  you  may  depend  upon  it,  the  soil  and  climate 
both  wou’d  please  him.  He  ought  to  have  a power  of 
Attorney  to  let  your  lands,  and  indeed  as  extensive  an 
one  as  you  from  your  knowledge  of  the  man,  wou’d 
think  prudent  to  entrust  him  with. 

But  after  all  Lee,  what  is  there  to  hinder  you  from 
taking  a view  of  the  place  yourself,  nay  of  bringing 
your  own  agent,  don't  you  think,  the  cultivating  your 
lands  and  improving  your  constitution  and  fortune,  is  a 
much  more  rational,  and  perhaps  I might  say  sensil)le 
employment,  than  scampering  over  all  the  Continent  of 
Europe  in  search  of  damn’d  Hungarian  fevers.  Come 
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Lee,  and  leave  Hnme  to  cranib  his  history  down  tlie 
throat  of  his  countrymen,  for  few  others  read  it.  You 
will  find  your  gall  bladder  decrease  in  size  very  much, 
'without  Avriting  strictures  upon  anything,  or  even  abus- 
ing a king  or  a Barrington,  as  soon  as  you  set  foot 
upon  this  our  fi*ee  and  hospitable  coast : and  to  encour- 
age you  as  I knoAV  you  like  good  living,  I Avill  engage 
to  give  you  as  good  beef,  mutton,  poultry,  and  salt 
fish,  as  you  ever  met  Avith,  and  as  my  countrymen  say, 
a hundred  thousand  Avelcomes. 

But  noAV  Lee,  after  having  Avritten  so  much,  in  an- 
SAA’er  to  your  letter  to  me,  and  so  much  to  answer 
nothing  perhaps,  let  me  ask  you  one  serious  question. 
Wliy  did  you  Avrite  to  M’'  Smith  that  I owed  you 
money,  as  a reason  for  not  paying  your  quit  rent  ? 
What  could  put  such  a thing  into  your  head  ? for  I 
will  neA^er  believe  you  would  Avrite  such  a thing,  knoAA^- 
ing  it  to  be  true — and  yet  as  it  is  not  noAV,  nor  neA^ei* 
Avas  the  case,  I am  a little  surprised  Iioaa"  you  shou’d 
stumble  on  such  a reason.  If  you  Avill  give  yourself 
leave  to  reflect  a little  upon  the  matter  you  Avill  recol- 
lect that  the  only  moneys  I ever  had  from  you  Avere 
(something  near  the  sum  you  say  I am  in  your  del)t) 
Av^hich  I receiA'ed  as  a part  of  your  quota  towards  de- 
fraying the  expence  of  taking  iq^  a tract  of  land  for 
you  in  America,  as  you  could  not  at  that  time  adAmnce 
the  whole  sum  agreed  on,  AAdiicli  Avas  <£200,  from  each 
j^erson  concerned,  and  after  my  return  I settled  Avith 
you  in  London,  and  received  AAdiat  remained  due  me  of 
your  proportion  of  the  money  I expended  in  that  fruit- 
less expedition.  If  ever  I receiA^ed  any  more  money 
from  you  at  any  other  time,  or  on  any  other  occasion, 
I do  assure  you  it  has  totally  escaped  my  memory,  and 
I Avill  very  readily  not  only  acknowledge  my  error,  but 
pay  you  the  debt  if  you  can  recall  it  to  my  mind  by 
any  one  circumstance ; but  believing  myself  as  I do  to 
be  right,  I Avill  tell  you  that  yon  oAve  me  still  a further 
small  sum  on  account  of  that  expedition,  about  £8, 
which  was  your  j^roportion  of  Avaiges  AAdiich  I ])aid 
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Sawyer,  tlie  Carpenter,  I took  out  with  me ; after  tliat 
settlement  with  you  and  some  lawyers  fees,  I paid  M"" 
Upton  and  which  he  had  advanced.  Thus  I believe 
you  will  find  our  accounts  to  stand.  And  now  taking 
it  for  granted,  that  you  will  be  as  tired  with  reading 
as  I am  with  writing,  by  the  time  you  get  thus  far  I 
^vill  finish  by  assuring  you 

I am  your  affectionate  Friend  and  servant 

W.  Patterson.*  ' 


From  John  Hall  [Stevenson]. 

Manchester,  Jan.  28,  1773. 

Sir, 

Y""  letter  20^^  ins.  came  to  hand  this  mornincy.  Ken- 

^ ^ O 

nedy  ^vms  here  the  2(U  A went  off  for  Hallifax  yester- 
day— His  visit  was  to  meet  you,  but  purposes  back 
again  when  he  hears  of  y""  move  this  way.  I wrote  to 
him  this  day,  and  I suppose  his  letter  to  you  will  de- 
termine when  we  are  to  have  tlie  pleasure  to  see  you — 
as  for  my  part,  I believe  my  residence  will  be  about 
here  till  10^^  April. 

Your  letter  flatters  me — I shall  not  answer  that 
part  of  it  till  I shall  shake  you  by  the  hand,  and  assure 
you  how  much  I am 

Y^  aft^  f rd 

Jno  Hall 

My  last  letter  under  cover  to  C.  Vaughan — told 
me  he  could  not  find  you 

Col.  Lee, 

Mounts  Coffee  House,  London. 

[*  Walter  Patterson  was  appointed  Captain  General  and  Governor  in 
chief  in  and  over  his  Majesty’s  Island  of  St.  John,  &c.,  August  1,  17G9. 
— St.  James  Chronicle.,  August  3,  17C9.J 
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From  Charles  Thomson. 

Sir, 

As  you  seem  undetermined  which  road  to  take  in 
your  route  to  the  Southward  I beg  leave  to  recall  your 
attention  to  what  you  have  doubtless  observed  in  pass- 
ing through  this  Country.  From  Hudson’s  Iviver  to 
the  Cape  of  Florida,  our  Coast  tends  Southwest — our 
hills,  mountains,  and  even  the  veins  of  quarries  have 
the  same  direction.  The  face  of  the  Country  if  divided 
by  nearly  parallel  lines  in  the  same  course  at  propei* 
distances,  present  you  with  prosj^ects,  in  each  of  which 
the  soil  allowing  for  the  diiference  of  climate  is  nearly 
the  same.  Let  the  first  line  be  drawn  from  Sandy 
Hook  to  Philadelphia,  the  falls  of  Susquehannah,  Po- 
tomac c%  so  by  the  heads  of  the  tide  or  falls  of  the  sev- 
eral Rivers  down  to  Georgia,  all  the  Country  between 
this  & the  sea  is  flat  and  sandy — along  the  sea  coast 
the  sand  is  barren,  producing  pines,  cedars,  A cypress 
— As  you  approach  the  line  the  soil  is  meliorated  with 
a mixture  of  loom,  & produces  hickory  & oak,  and 
where  brought  into  cultivation  rewards  the  labour  of 
the  farmer  A planter  with  plentiful  crops.  The  sec- 
ond line  begins  upon  Hudson’s  River  crosses  Delaware 
about  15  or  20  miles  above  Trenton  is  continued  to  the 
southward  by  the  western  Valley  hill  about  10  or  12 
miles  this  side  Lancaster  following  the  same  Ridge 
through  Maryland  Virginia  & the  Carolinas.  The  land 
between  the  first  and  second  lines  is  broken  A hilly  l)ut 
watered  ^yith  an  innumerable  quantity  of  springs  and 
small  rivulets.  The  soil  is  generally  poor,  A to  pi*o- 
duce  good  crops  requires  great  assistance  from  art. 
Here  the  husbandman  has  an  opportunity  of  displaying 
his  abilities,  and  where  any  farmer  has  industry  and 
skill  to  make  the  best  use  of  the  water  by  leading  the 
little  streams  along  the  declivities  and  sides  of  the  hills 
he  finds  his  pains  well  rewarded.  The  third  liegins 
higher  up  Hudsons  River,  crosses  Delaware  at  the  junc- 
tion of  the  Lehi,  follows  the  Oley  or  Lehi  hills  until  it 
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traverses  Susqueliaiiiiah,  cfe  tJien  by  wliat  is  called  the 
South  or  ill  Virginia  the  blue  Eidge  continues  down 
througli  the  Carolinas.  The  land  between  this  and  the 
second  line  is  rich  and  fertile  abounding  with  lime- 
stone. The  fourth  line  is  one  continued  Eidge  distin- 
guished liy  difterent  names  in  the  several  provinces 
through  which  it  passes.  The  land  between  this  and 
the  third  line  is  a vale  of  exceeding  rich  land  from  ten 
to  twenty  miles  wide  and  extending  from  Albany  or 
the  German  Flats  quite  down  to  Georgia — Beyond  this 
to  the  westward  is  a vast  chain  of  mountains,  amidst 
which  the  Alleghany  rises  with  towering  pride,  divid- 
ing North  America  into  parts  and  directing  the 
streams  ditferent  ways.  Those  to  the  Eastward  how 
through  different  channels  into  the  Ocean ; those  to 
tlie  westward  are  convey’d  to  the  Mississippi  which  dis- 
embogues in  the  Mexican  Bay. 

Tlirongh  each  of  these  parts  are  different  Eoads  from 
the  Nortliern  to  the  Southern  Colonies.  In  the  lower 
part  are  two  Eoads,  one  over  Christiana  ferry  near  Wil- 
mington ; from  thence  to  New  Castle,  the  Eed  Lyon, 
Dover  & so  down  the  Peninsula  between  Delaware  & 
Chesapeak  Bays  to  Acaniack.  From  thence  you  are 
transported  across  a wide  bay  directly  to  Norfolk. 

Tlie  second  road  in  the  same  track  leads  from  Wil- 
mington to  the  head  of  Elke,  thence  by  Charlestown  to 
Susquehannah,  thence  through  Baltimore  & Annapolis, 
from  thence  to  Hob’s  hole  where  you  pass  Potomack ; 
or  if  you  please  from  Annapolis  through  Upper  Marl- 
l)orough  to  Alexandria.  These  roads  lead  through  a 
well  settled  country  and  the  principal  towns  in  Mary- 
land and  Virginia,  but  are  impeded  by  large  rivers,  where 
the  ferry s are  ill  attended  and  at  this  season  of  the  year 
dangerous. 

I need  not  give  you  the  route  of  the  roads  through 
the  second  part  as  from  the  account  already  given  of 
that  part,  you  will  perceive  they  are  uneven  A broken 
and  the  accommodations  bad. 

The  road  through  the  third  part  & which  is  usually 
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called  the  Upper  Eoad  leads  tlirongli  Lancaster  (66  “) 
tlience  crosses  Susqneliannali  at  Wright’s  ferry  (10  m) 
thence  throngh  York  (12  in)  Hannover  (16)  Tawny 
town  (16)  Frederic  (28)  thence  crossing  Potoinack  to 
the  capital  of  London  County — the  name  of  the  Town  I 
forget  thence  by  a south  direction  crosses  Eappahan- 
nock  & James  Kiver,  & enters  North  Carolina  not  far 
from  Hillsborongh. 

The  back  Koad  throngh  the  Vale  above  described 
leads  from  Lancaster  to  Middletown,  where  it  enters  the 
Vale,  thence  to  Harris’  ferry  thence  throngh  Carlisle 
Sliippensbnry  to  Watkins  ferry  over  Potoinack,  at  the 
month  of  Connegogique  thence  throngh  Winchester, 
Miller’s  town  cfc  Stanton  to  Carolina. 

I aj^prehend  you  will  hnd  the  best  accommodations 
at  least  for  your  horses  on  what  is  called  the  Upper 
Eoad  and  be  least  impeded  with  ferries — I wish  you  a 
prosperous  journey,  and  am 
Sir,  ^ 

Your  humble  Servant 

Cha.  Thomson. 


Philad"  23’^'"  Dec"  1773. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Lee. 


Fkom  Edmuxd  Burke. 

Westminster,  Feb.  1,  1774. 

Dear  Sir, 

I received  two  letters  from  you ; one  by  M"  Hey, 
the  other  by  the  packet.  I thank  you  most  sincerely  for 
both. — Your  first  was  particularly  acceptable,  as  it  gave 
me  an  opportunity  of  renewing  and  improving  my  ac- 
quaintance with  a gentleman  for  whose  character  I have 
always  had  an  high  esteem.  My  particular  friends  were 
the  first  who  took  notice  of  his  merit.  They  imagined 
that  they  could  not  do  a better  service  to  government  in 
a newly  acquired  French  country  than  to  send  them  one 
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of  the  best  samples  we  were  a1)le  to  furnish  of  plain, 
manly  English  sense  and  integrity.  I wish  those  who 
rule  at  present  may  show  by  the  provision  they  make  for 
•him  liere,  that  such  qualifications  are  still  in  some  request 
among  ourselves. 

It  was  extremely  kind  of  you  to  remember  youi* 
friends  in  our  dull  worn-out  hemisphere,  among  the  in- 
finite objects  of  curiosity  that  are  so  exuberantly  sj)read 
out  before  you  in  the  vast  field  of  America.  There  is 
indeed  abundant  matter,  both  natural  and  political,  to 
give  full  sco23e  to  a mind  active  and  enterprising  like 
yours;  where  so  much  has  been  done  and  'undone ; and 
where  still  tliere  is  an  ample  raneje  for  wisdom  and 
mistake; — either  must  produce  considerable  effects  in 
an  affair  of  such  extent  and  importance.  It  tvould  be 
no  light  mischiefs  and  no  trivial  benefit.  When  one 
considers  what  might  be  done  there,  it  is  truly  misera- 
Ide  to  think  of  its  present  distracted  condition.  But  as 
the  errors  which  have  l^rought  things  into  that  state  of 
confusion  are  not  likely  to  be  corrected  by  any  influence 
of  oui*s  upon  either  side  of  the  water,  it  is  not  wise  to 
s])eculate  too  much  on  the  subject.  It  can  have  no  ef- 
fect l)ut  to  make  oui'selves  uneasy,  without  any  possible 
advantage  to  the  public. 

Here,  as  we  have  met,  so  we  continue,  in  the  most 
perfect  repose.  It  has  been  announced  to  us  that  we 
are  to  have  no  J^usiness  but  the  gold  coin.  This  has  not 
a[)])eared  as  yet ; and  if  there  be  nothing  fuidher  than 
we  hear  of  intended,  it  will  come  on  time  enough.  The 
politics  of  the  continent  which  used  to  engage  your 
attention  so  much,  attracts  no  part  of  ours.  Whether 
the  American  affairs  will  be  brought  before  us  is  yet 
uncertain. 

Saturday,  I heard  the  Massachuset’s  petition  against 
their  governor  and  deputy  discussed  before  the  council. 
It  was  spoken  to  very  ably  by  the  counsel  on  either  side  ; 
by  Messrs.  Dunning  and  Lee,  for  the  province ; by  M'' 
Wedderburn,  for  the  governors.  The  latter  uttered  a 
furious  phili2)pic  against  jjoor  D""  Franklin.  It  required 


THE  LEE  PAPERS. 


121 


all  Ills  pliilosopliy,  natural  and  acquired,  to  support  liim 
against  it.  I hear  that  the  petition  will  be  rejected. 
The  council  was  the  fullest  of  any  in  our  memory. 
Thirty-five  attended. 

I hope,  as  you  say  nothing  of  it  in  your  letter,  that 
your  fit  of  the  gout  was  but  gentle,  and  rather  a sharp 
remedy  than  any  thing  that  deserves  to  be  called  a dis- 
ease. With  many  thanks  for  your  obliging  remem- 
brance, and  all  good  wishes  for  your  journey  and  safe 
return, 

I am,  dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  faithful  humble  servant 

Ed3iund  Burke. 

. • To  General  Charles  Lee, 

Philadelphia. 


To  Horatio  Gates. 

Williamsburg  May  ye  6^^  [1774.] 


My  Dear  Gates — 

Your  letter  dated  from  Travellers  rest  came  to  my 
hands  yesterday,  but  by  what  means  I know  not,  unless 
by  the  agency  of  some  infernal  Potentate  a Friend  and 
Patron  of  the  Pandemonium  who  thinks  it  for  his  inter- 
est that  a correspondance  shou’d  be  kept  up  between 
the  members  of  Biat  noble  society.  You  upbraid  me 
with  having  pass’d  thro’  Haggars  Town  in  your  neigh- 
bourhood without  calling  upon  my  old  friend.  I never 
was  in  Haggars  Town  in  my  life,  nor  do  I know  where 
it  is.  I came  to  this  place  down  by  the  Eastern  shore — 
my  intention  was  indeed  to  have  pass’d  thro’  Annapolis. 
I was  at  Rock  Hall  ferry  for  this  purpose,  but  the  Bay 
being  froze  oblig’d  me  to  alter  my  rout — be  assur’d  that 
I have  made  it  my  busyness  to  find  out  where  you  were 
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fix’d,  and  that  I was  so  far  from  wishing  not  to  pay  you 
a visit  that  I was  resolv’d  to  make  it  a visitation,  which 
you  know  is  a visit  drawn  out  into  a preposterous  length. 
I am  no^v^  Northward,  and  you  may  undoul^tedly 

expect  this  calamity  to  fall  upon  you  tho  in  a lighter 
degree  (as  my  time  will  be  short)  as  I pass  along — My 
plan  is  at  present  for  Boston  and  in  the  Autumn  to  fall 
down  the  Ohio  to  the  Mississippi — if  we  are  not  pre- 
vented by  a War,  which  I think  probable  enough — 
What  think  you  of  our  blessed  Ministry — do  they  not 
improve  in  absurdity  and  wickedness  ? Seriously  Gates, 
I think  it  incumbent  on  every  man  of  liberality  or  even 
common  honor  to  contribute  his  mite  to  the  Cause  of 
mankind  and  of  liberty,  which  is  now  attacked  in  her 
last  and  only  asylum.  She  is  drove  from  the  other 
Hemisphere,  for  in  England  she  has  been  for  some  time 
to  me  only  a name — for  my  own  part  I am  determin’d 
(at  least  1 think  I am)  not  to  be  slack  in  whatever  mode 
my  service  is  required  but  we  will  talk  over  those  things 
viva  voce ; I have  an  infinite  fund  of  things  to  say  to 
you — but  am  at  present  as  Mr.  Wormley  (avIio  is  charg’d 
with  this  scroll)  has  one  foot  in  the  stirruj)- -obliged  to 
conclude.  Adieu,  My  Dear  Gates,  my  love  to  your  Wife 
and  Son 

and  believe  me  to  be  with 

a Brotherly  affection  yours 

C.  Lee 


From  Tho^eas  Gamble. 

New  York,  June  10^^  1774. 

Dear  Lee, 

I should  have  done  myself  the  pleasure  to  have 
wrote  to  you  before;  but  really  did  not  know  where 
a letter  would  find  you ; sometimes  we  heard  you  were 
gone  to  the  West-Indies;  at  another,  that  you  were 
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gone  on  to  Carolina ; by  Mr.  Bird,  I am  informed  you 
are  still  in  Virginia. 

I expected  before  now,  to  have  heard  from  Governor 
Chester,  relative  to  your  land  in  West  Florida,  but  sup- 
pose I shall  shortly.  I set  out  in  a few  days  to  join 
our  worthy  friend  General  Gage  at  Boston ; he  is 
come  out  with  very  extraordinary  powers,  and  has 
wrote  for  me : It  is  a very  fortunate  circumstance, 
that  the  power  both  civil  and  military  hath  fallen  into 
the  hands  of  so  moderate  a man  as  General  Gage ; I 
hope  he  will  gain  great  credit  on  this  critical  occasion ; 
his  abilities  are  good,  and  with  respect  to  his  heart, 
you  who  know  him  so  well,  will  allo>v  him  to  be  pos- 
sessed of  one  of  the  best  kind. 

Your  things  are  all  left  with  M""®  Aire  who  will 
take  care  of  them.  I enclose  you  a letter  from  Dunbar, 
and  one  I picked  up  in  the  coffee  house  for  you.  Dag- 
worthy has  got  a company  in  the  48th  regiment,  through 
Colonel  Vaughan’s  interest. 

I am,  Dear  Lee,  with  great  truth. 

Yours  most  sincerely 

Thomas  Gamble 


From  Horatio  Gates. 

Travellers  Best,  July,  1774. 

My  dear  Lee, 

I received  your  welcome  Letter  by  Mr.  Wormeley 
A live  in  daily  expectation  of  seeing  you  at  my  Hut. 
I now  more  than  ever  wish  for  that  satisfaction,  as  the 
alarms  of  the  Times  make  me  Earnest  to  consult  A; 
converse  with  you  thereupon,  until  Actions  convince  me 
of  the  contrary.  I am  resolved  to  think  Mr.  Gage  has 
some  secret  medicine  in  his  pocket  to  heal  the  wounds 
that  threaten  the  life  of  American  Liberty ; surely  a 
man  so  humane,  so  Honorable,  so  Independent  in  his 
Circumstances,  A so  great  from  Family  expectations 
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would  never  undertake  a business  fit  only  for  an  aban- 
doned Desperado,  or  a Monster  in  Human  Shape,  a 
General  Murray,  a Macro,  or  a Ravilliac.  I cannot 
think  what  detains  you  so  far  to  the  southward  at  tliis 
season  of  the  year,  without  any  disparagement  to  Wil- 
liamslnirgh,  (a  place  I only  know  by  Character)  Health, 
& such  as  you  like  for  associates  are  more  certainly  to 
be  met  with  to  the  Northward;  I know  not  how  you 
find  it,  hut  the  Older  I grow,  I become  less  less  in- 
clined to  new  acquaintance.  Selfishness  & sycophancy 
j^ossess  so  generally  the  minds  of  men  that  I think  the 
many  are  best  avoided,  and  the  few  only  who  are 
Li]3eral  & sincere  to  be  sought  for  and  caressed.  I 
therefore  stick  steadily  to  the*  cultivation  of  my  farm, 
am  intimate  with  few,  read  when  I have  time,  and  con- 
tent myself  with  such  Domestic  Comforts  as  my  Cir- 
cumstances cfe  Fortune  afford  me.  I wish  therefore 
most  anxiously  you  would  come  to  my  retreat,  and  let 
us  philosophize  on  the  vices  & virtues  of  this  Busy 
world,  the  Follies  and  The  Vanities  of  the  Great  Vul- 
gar Sl  the  Small. 


Laugh  where  we  please,  be  candid  where  we  can, 
And  justif}"  the  ways  of  God  to  Man. 


Mrs.  Gates  is  earnest  in  desiring  to  see  you  under 
her  Hoof,  where  a good  bed  is  provided  for  you,  two 
or  three  slaves  to  supj^ly  all  your  wants  & whimsies, 
and  space  enough  about  us  for  you  to  exercise  away  all 
your  spleen  & Gloomy  Moods,  whensoever  they  disti*ess 
you— in  my  neighbourhood,  there  is  this  moment  as 
Fine  a Farm,  Mill  & Tract  of  Land  to  be  sold  as  any 
in  America,  A provided  it  is  convenient  to  you  to  pay 
down  half  the  price,  I am  convinced  you  may  have  it  a 
veiy  great  bargain — it  is  altogether  2400  Acres  at  thirty 
shillings  sterling  an  Acre,  I’m  satisfied  you  might  have 
it  so  by  paying  do^vn  about  1800  £ sterling — you  may 
be  put  in  possession  of  an  Estate  that  10  years  hence 
will  be  worth  7000  £ sterling ; and  I take  it  foi*  granted 
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you  may  liave  tlie  payment  of  tlie  rest  of  tlie  purchase 
money  at  easy  instalments,  and  that  too  without  In- 
terest, so  by  laying  out  £1000  sterling  more  in  stock- 
ing and  improvements  your  produce  will  yield  you  a 
fine  living,  and  wherewithal  to  pay  your  annual  In- 
stalment bargain’d  for  in  the  purchase.  I suppose  you 
have  procured  from  Lord  Dunmore  his  Warrant  for 
your  5000  Acres  upon  the  Ohio  that  will  very  soon  be 
of  considerable  Value — As  to  the  Indians,  the  be- 
haviour of  certain  of  the  White  people  is  beyond  all 
comparison  abominable  towards  those  unhappy  Natives, 
not  content  with  quiet  possession  of  all  the  Land  on 
this  side  Ohio,  they  demand  as  a preliminary  to  a peace, 
all  the  Land  Vjetween  that  Iliver  A the  Mississippi — 
])ut  this  story  is  too  long  for  a Letter,  you  shall  know 
the  whole  of  this  iniquitous  affair  when  we  meet — 
The  Gentleman  vdio  does  me  the  favor  to  present  you 
this  Ltre,  has  the  pleasure  of  your  acquaintance,  A can 
very  fully  inform  you  of  the  exceeding  wickedness  and 
absurdity  of  the  measures  pursued  and  pursuing  against 
the  Indians.  I have  read  with  wonder  A astonishment 
Gages  Proclamations,  surely  this  is  not  the  same  man 
you  and  I knew  so  well  in  days  of  yore ; but  that  men 
should  change  neither  you  nor  I will  be  surprised  at,  it 
is  rather  matter  of  amazement  when  they  do  not. 

August  the  17th.  I am  this  instant  returned  from 
Baltimore,  A hoped  to  have  crossed  upon  you  in  your 
Boute  to  the  Northward,  but  like  Swift’s  Mordanto 
you  were  vanish’d.  I was  sorry  for  it,  as  I might 
have  prevailed  upon  you  to  have  tempered  your  zeal 
with  caution  before  all  such  persons  as  may  reasonably 
be  suspected  to  watch  your  words  and  actions : where 
your  zeal  in  the  Noble  Cause  you  mention  can  be  ex- 
erted to  effect  too  much  cannot  be  shewn — but  be  care- 
ful how  you  act,  for  be  assured  Gage  knows  you  too 
well,  and  knows  you  know  him  too  well  not  to  be  glad 
of  any  plausible  pretence  to  prevent  your  good  services 
in  the  Publick  Cause — Farewell  my  Friend — Pemem- 
ber  I am  what  I have  allways  profess’d  myself  to  be,  A 
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that  I am  ready  to  risque  my  Life  to  2:)reserve  the 
Liberty  of  the  Western  World — 


On  this  Condition  would  I build  my  Fame, 

And  emulate  the  Creek  or  Roman  Name ; 

Think  Freedom’s  riglits  bought  cheaply  with  my  blood — 

And  die  with  pleasure  for  my  Country’s  Good. 

Wliile  I live, 

I am  imchangealfly  Yours 

H.  G. 


From  Thomas  Gamble. 


New  York,  July  the  1"*  1774. 

Dear  Lee, 

I have  been  slop’d  by  Genl.  Haldimand  from  set- 
ting out  for  Boston  as  soon  as  I expected  when  I wrote 
to  you  last ; and  I am  just  inform’d  of  your  being  at 
Philadelphia  in  your  way  to  New  York ; I suppose 
you  intend  for  Boston,  if  so,  I should  be  glad  of  your 
Company  as  I propose  to  set  out  in  eight  or  ten  days. 

Tlie  second  and  third  acts  of  Parliament  respecting 
the  Government  of  Boston  are  not  yet  arriv’d,  nor  are 
all  the  Troops,  so  that  Genl.  Gage  remains  inactive  ; 
they  are  look’d  for  every  moment,  when  probably  there 
may  be  some  mischief  as  the  Bostonians  hold  up  their 
heads  expecting  that  the  other  Colonies  will  unite,  and 
make  it  a general  Concern,  nor  do  they  intend  I am 
told  to  offer  payment  for  the  Tea,  unless  it  shou’d  be 
ap^irov’d  of,  and  recommended  by  the  proposed  Con- 
gress ; as  matters  stand  at  present  I foresee  that  the 
troubles  in  America  will  not  cease  for  some  time,  for  the 
peo2)le  at  home  seem  determined  to  assert  their  author- 
ity over  the  Colonies ; it  is  not  at  present  a ministerial 
atfair,  but  seems  the  Voice  of  the  Nation ; the  23’**^  Kegt. 
are  ordered  to  Boston,  Eight  Begiments  are  to  encamp 
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there,  viz^  a Battalion  of  artillery,  the  4^^  43'’'^  38^^ 

64th  -Qth  Qgrd  wanted  more  are  under  orders — 

two  Battalions  of  Guards  have  received  orders  to  hold 
themselves  in  Beadiness  to  embark  for  America  in  case 
more  Troops  shoii’d  be  wanted  there.  I hope  the  pru- 
dence of  the  Americans  will  prevent  tliere  being  any 
occasion  to  call  for  them — let  me  hear  from  you  by  re- 
turn of  the  post  and  believe  me  to  be 

Lee,  Yours  most  sincerely 

Tno®  Gamble 

General  Lee. 

Endorsed : To  General  Lee 

at  the  New  Tavern 

Philadelphia 


Feom  Thomas  Baldwin. 

Mr.  Jacobs’s  Third  street^ — 

Philadelphia,  Sept.  10.  1774. 

Deae  Sie, 

My  Brother  and  I landed  at  Philadelphia  on  Sun- 
day last.  We  have  escap’d  from  Bermudas  with  our 
lives,  but  we  have  lost  our  health.  History  informed 
us,  that,  in  those  happy  Islands  only,  was  to  be  found 
the  Goddess  of  Health,  Hygeia:  Experience,  woful 
Experience  has  shewn  us  that  it  is  the  Besidence  of 
Pandora,  whose  baneful  Box  was  first  open’d  here ; 
this,  we  know,  was  never  to  be  shut  again ; so  our  good 
Friend  Jove  out  of  mere  Compassion  to  mankind,  gave 
Neptune  an  healing  Hand,  and  by  degrees  separated 
it  from  the  rest  of  the  World  : still  surrounding  it  as 
formerly  with  ragged  Bocks  and  Shoals  on  a near  ap- 
proach, and  at  a distance  with  storms  and  Calms,  and 
currents  and  lightning  more  fatal  and  terrible  than  the 
rest.  Had  you  been  at  Bermudas,  A had  known  our 
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Intention  of  going  thither  in  the  Autumn,  tho’  we  did 
not  expect  to  receive  a letter  from  you,  we  should  have 
considered  any  Information  you  might  voluntarily  have 
favoured  us  with,  as  satisfactory,  nay  as  friendly ; and 
we  should  have  acted  accordingly.  This  is  my  apology 
to  you  for  the  present  Letter,  if  an  apology  be  thought 
necessary.  But  in  spite  of  all  excuses,  I should  have 
stood  self  excus’d  and  self  condemn’d ; had  I neg- 
lected the  first  opportunity  of  sending  you  this  Ac- 
count. Possibly  you  may  not  once  have  turned  your 
Thoughts  towards  Bermudas  since  we  parted  : but 
there  is  an  equal  possibility  on  the  other  scale.  We 
have  remained  on  the  Islands  near  three  months ; and 
the  substance  of  our  Remarks  in  regard  to  Health  & 
good  living  are  these  : The  Breadth  of  the  principal 
Islands  which  are  separated  only  by  a Short  Ferry,  or 
Bridges,  is  at  most  two  Miles,  in  general  scarcely  one  : 
consequently  the  whole  Islands  may,  in  regard  to  the 
air,  be  considei*ed  as  a large  ship  at  anchor  in  the  midst 
of  the  Ocean  or  rather  becalmed  : with  this  Difference, 
that  instead  of  the  fragrant  and  wholesome  smell  of 
pitch  and  cordage,  and  a well  scour’d  deck,  you  are  en- 
tertained whenever  you  leave  your  Cabin  with  so  of- 
fensive a smell  from  the  putrid  Rocks  and  stagnating 
fresh  water  ponds,  that  you  become  immediately  sick  : 
have  a Nausea,  a Reaching,  lose  your  Relish  for  food, 
and  are  consequently  much  out  of  order.  My  brother 
&L  I chose  the  most  eligible  situation  the  Top  of  a Hill 
facing  the  N.  N.  West  & even  [there]  the  continual 
Damp  of  the  Air,  from  which  Nothing  is  exempt, 
rusted  all  Metals ; and  all  salts  melted  : our  clothes, 
tho  kept  at  a distance  from  inner  I walls,  and  near  them, 
became  musty  and  milldewed  : Candles  burned  dim, 
cock-roaches  and  innumerable  Ants  filled  every  room, 
not  only  our  own  house,  but  every  house  we  entered, 
smelt  as  strongly  of  the  lime  and  mortar,  as  if  newly 
built.  All  with  whom  we  conversed  ao^reed  that  the 
Island  was  infinitely  damper  during  Winter  than  at 
another  Time. 
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Tlie  general  tenor  of  the  Air  (a  circumstance  which 
delighted  me  in  theory,  became  in  fact  the  very  thing 
we  would  avoid)  tlie  Tenor  of  the  Air  was  more  equal 
than  could  be  imagin’d. 

During  the  months  of  June  and  July  the  Therm : 
did  not  differ  more  than  eight  degrees— the  medium 
was  84 — the  middle  of  the  Night  often  equalling  the 
middle  of  the  day.  The  Air  is  never  free  from  clouds, 
which  generally  form  a chain  and  canopy  over  the  Isl- 
and about  noon — this  indeed  prevents  an  intense  heat, 
but  encreases  the  damp,  which  of  the  two  is  the  more 
unwholesome.  Heavy  dews  fall,  whenever  the  breeze 
ceases:  but  the  Air  continues  still  hot;  so  that  instead 
of  being  refreshed  during  the  night  with  sleep,  you  are 
overcome  by  it,  nor  can  you  sleep  after  the  peep  of 
day,  since  at  the  earliest  Dawn  innumerable  very  small 
shrill  Musquitoes  attack  you  from  every  quarter. 

P.  S.  The  water  is  putrid  in  a few  days.  There  are  no 
Markets  thro’  the  Island,  nor  any  thing  to  be  pur- 
chas’d, except  haut-gout  Pork,  starved  fowls  and  ill- 
tasted  fish — there  are  no  vegetables  except  stringy  Cab- 
l)age,  Woolley  West  India  Potatoes  (I  do  not  mean 
Yams)  Papoes,  and  Pumpkins.  Melons  indeed  I had 
foi-gotten — but  these  are  their  only  tolerable  fruit. 
Bananaes  are  ^vorse  than  a mixture  of  cucuml)ers  and 
bad  eggs,  and  Prickly  Pears  are  refused  by  children. 
They  have  plenty  of  Figs,  which  in  general  are  so  ill- 
tasted  that  the  Inhabitants  who  snatch  with  greediness 
at  all  the  rest,  suffer  them  to  rot  upon  the  Trees.  I 
could  say  more,  i)ut  I have  said  enough.  The  Delegates 
from  the  different  Provinces  meet  daily  at  Carpenters 
Hall,  but  still  keep  their  deliberations  secret.  The 
City  is  in  great  consternation  on  hearing  tlie  Bostonians 
are  bombarded.  I liope  it  is  not  true.  I have  called 
on  Mr.  H.  Lee,  but  have  not  found  him  at  home. 

If  you  have  any  thoughts  of  leaving  America  this 
Autumn,  and  of  wintering  in  any  part  of  Europe,  ex- 
cept England,  we  shall  be  happy  to  acconqiany  you. 
We  are  not  determined  to  remain  at  Philadel])liia,  but 
9 


130 


THE  LEE  PAPERS. 


slioiild  be  glad  to  be  informed  wliicli  is  tlie  liealtliiest 
spot  on  tills  Continent.  Your  own  Experience  can 
point  it  out  to  us.  I should  have  told  you  the  present 
necessity  we  are  under  of  reestablishing  our  Health  ; 
since  we  both  left  Bermudas  with  the  ardent  fever  and 
Jaundice  upon  us.  I am,  witli  sinceie  Begards,  Dear 
Sir,  Your  most  obliged  hble  servant. 

Thomas  Baldwin. 

Endorsed  : 

To  General  Lee,  at  York,  or  Boston  or  Salem. 


[From  William  Baker.] 

[London,  September  3d,  1774.] 

My  Dear  Sir, 

I received  with  great  pleasure  your  long  letter  and 
will  answer  it  as  fully  as  I am  able.  You  must  have 
misunderstood  me  in  wliat  I said  of  the  Bill  to  alter  the 
Massachusetts  government  if  you  imagin’d  I had  either 
concurred  in  or  even  forborne  to  express  my  fullest  dis- 
approbation of  it  when  it  was  depending  in  the  House 
— the  fact  is  so  much  otheiuvise  that  I fought  it  thro’ 
every  stage  almost  alone  when  most  of  the  opposition 
were  attending  the  New  Market  meeting  or  otlier  occu- 
pations ecpially  entitled  to  1)e  prefeiTed  to  that  duty. 
I may  have  said  indeed  that  I prefer  the  form  of  the 
English  Government  to  that  of  any  other  country  upon 
earth  because  it  appears  to  me  we  are  most  calcu- 
lated to  reconcile  necessary  restraints  and  natural  lib- 
ei*ty,  and  to  draw  the  line  between  them.  It  is  the  gov- 
ernment I was  born  under,  1 am  happy  to  live  under 
and  would  willingly  die  to  preserve  and  transmit  en- 
tire, but  I look  upon  the  first  princi])le  of  that  Consti- 
tution to  be  that  the  whole  must  lie  governed  by  the 
will  of  the  whole,  and  that  any  government  where  the 
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autliority  residing  with  the  few  is  supported  l)y  any 
otlier  power  than  tliat  of  the  many  in  consequence  of 
their  free  concurrence  and  fall  approbation  is  the  worst 
of  tyranny — Judge  then  my  Dear  Friend  whether  I 
con’d  approve  of  tearing  from  a free  and  happy  people 
tliat  foian  of  government  Avdiich  has  been  purchas’d  with 
the  blood  and  establish’d  by  the  wisdom  of  their  ances- 
tors and  of  sidoverting  tliat  excellent  polity  endear’d  to 
them  by  their  prosperity,  and  sanctified  by  the  most  laud- 
aide  of  human  predilections,  a veneration  for  their  an- 
cestors, and  an  enthusiasm  for  the  permanence  of  their  lib- 
erties Noliimus  leges  Angliae  mutciri  was  the  noblest  ex- 
pression that  ever  bore  testimony  to  the  spirit  of  a free 
leo:islature — I think  it  is  as  laudable  at  Boston  now  as 
in  London  some  centuries  ago — so  far  I stand  upon  the 
ground  of  natural  right  and  manly  feeling — thus  much 
I say  because  Homo  sum — luit  to  descend  to  the  hum- 
bler ground  of  policy  nothing  can  be  so  absurd  or  impolitic 
as  to  shake  a frame  sanctified  liy  long  possession  for  the 
caprice  of  a moment  or  the  fancies  of  a few  to  sacrifice 
the  ^vdsdom  of  ages  to  the  presumption  of  an  hour  and 
to  divert  the  stream  of  government,  which  has  fertilized 
the  country  and  enriched  the  people  by  channels  Avhich 
it  has  gradually  formed  for  itself  by  surmounting  or 
eluding  all  the  obstacles  it  has  met  with  in  its  coarse, 
from  those  channels  by  dams  raised  by  strange  hands 
unacquainted  with  the  Country  which  if  they  are  not 
borne  down  by  the  Torrent  must  deluge  the  country  and’ 
destroy  the  ancient  landmarks.  If  therefore  I prefer 
in  speculation  the  government  of  Virginia  to  that  of 
Massachusetts  Bay  it  is  not  from  thinking  that  wdiat 
appears  best  in  the  abstract  shou’d  be  impos’d  on  all — 
on  the  contrary  I am  convinc’d  that  the  minds  of  indi- 
viduals and  the  manners  of  a people  form  and  adapt 
themselves  naturally  and  imperceptibly  to  tlie  mode  of 
government  under  wdiich  they  are  born — the  modifica- 
tions of  municipal  Institutions  are  in  themselves  indif- 
ferent provided  they  are  approved  by  the  people,  but  it 
is  of  the  essence  of  freedom  and  common  to  all.  free; 
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governments  that  the  people  should  be  convinced  the 
laws  tliey  live  nnder  ai*e  of  their  own  chnsing  and  that 
there  is  no  power  on  earth  that  can  prolong  their  exist- 
ence or  give  force  to  their  Injunctions  one  hour  after  the 
disapprol)ation  of  the  Mass  of  the  people  is  signified.  I 
have  been  the  more  full  upon  this  subject  because  I 
would  not  willingly  be  mistaken  in  my  principles  upon 
so  material  a point.  Now  I am  upon  the  subject  of 
Massachusetts  I cannot  help  expressing  my  sur23rise 
that  you  should  have  been  so  far  misinformed  as  to 
have  believed  that  I amongst  the  rest  could  speak  with 
“ a2:>])robation  of  that  scoundrel  Hutchinson  so  far 
from  it  that  I agree  with  you  in  the  epithet  and  was  the 
only  Iverson  in  the  House  that  declared  my  detestation 
of  his  character  and  my  conviction  that  his  whole  con- 
duct had  been  that  of  a Parricide  who  had  attemj^ted 
to  ruin  his  country  to  serve  his  own  little  narrow  selfish 
pur2)oses,  this  I did  in  such  ^loiiited  terms  that  I was 
informed  he  had  afterwards  waited  upon  a friend  of 
mine  (who  did  not  see  his  character  in  so  just  a light) 
to  thank  him  for  what  he  was  j^leased  to  call  defending 
him  against  me — be  assur’d  I never  shall  S2>eak  well  of  a 
man  who  recommends  an  abridgement  of  Englisli  Lib- 
erties in  any  part  of  the  Globe  where  one  sj^ark  remains 
unsmothered  by  corru|)tion  tfe  unextinguished  l^y  vio- 
lence. As  to  the  Quel)ec  Bill  I can  with  jdeasure  assure 
you  that  I opposed  it  with  activity  throughout  & tho’ 
I could  not  ovei'set  it  I was  at  least  fortunate  enough 
to  set  a defined  ])ound  to  des])otisni  A say  so  far  shalt 
thou  go  A no  farther,  l)y  drawing  the  line  which  pro- 
tected New  York  A Pennsylvania  tho’  I have  since  been 
told  Burke  takes  the  merit  to  himself,  but  upon  what 
grounds  I know  not  as  I 2)i*o])osed  the  line  without  any 
communication  with  him. 

As  to  myself  I am  out  of  Parliament  without  any 
])ros])ect  of  being  in,  and  tho’  I should  have  thought  it 
infamous  to  have  deserted  my  ]:)ost  and  not  endeavoured 
to  get  in,  yet  I hardly  can  say,  that  I much  regi'et  my 
being  out  there  is  so  little  pros2:)ect  of  doing  good. 
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To  General  Gage. 


D"  Sir— 


[170.] 


I little  thought  the  time  cou’d  ever  arrive  when  I 
shou’d  not  run  with  eagerness  to  embrace  Gage — 

whether  it  is  from  a cynical  dis])osition  oi’  a laudable 
misanthro|)y — whether  it  is  to  my  credit  or  discredit  I 
know  not — but  it  is  most  certain  that  I have  had  a real 
affection  for  very  few  men — but  that  these  few,  I have 
lov’d  with  warmth  zeal  ardoi*.  You,  Sir,  amongst  these 
few,  I swear  by  all  that’s  sacred,  have  ever  held  one  of 
the  foremost  places.  I respected  your  understanding, 
lik’d  your  manners  and  23erfectly  ador’d  the  qualities  of 
your  heart — these,  sir,  are  my  reasons,  paradoxical  as 
they  may  appear  to  many,  that  I now  avoid  Avhat  I 
heretofoi-e  shou’d  have  thought  unhappiness  were  you 
personally  indifferent  to  me.  I shou’d  ])erhaps  from 
curiosity  appear  in  the  circle  of  your  Levee — but  I 
hold  in  such  abhorrence  the  conduct  temper  and  spirit 
and  measures  of  our  present  Court,  more  particularly 
their  present  diabolical  measures  with  respect  to  this 
Country,  tills  me  with  so  much  horror  and  indignation, 
that  I cannot  bear  to  see  a man,  from  whom  my  affec- 
tions can  never  be  wean’d,  in  the  capacity  of  one  of 
their  instruments,  as  I am  convinc’d  that  the  Court  of 
Tiberius  or  Phillip  the  Second  were  not  more  hostile  to 
the  rights  of  mankind  than  the  present  Court  of  G. 
Britain.  I cannot  helj)  thinking  it  one  of  the  greatest 
curses  fall’n  on  mankind  that  They  should  be  endued 
with  sufficient  art  to  seduce  or  delude  men  of  the  best 
hearts  and  heads — My  Lord  Chatham  himself  was  for 
a time  their  dupe,  and  poor  York  was  entrapp’d  to  his 
destruction.  I believe.  Sir,  I know  the  tricks  and  insi- 
diousness of  the  Cabinet  better  than  you  do.  I have 
no  doubt  but  that  they  were  to  set  to  work  upon  you — 
May  God  Almighty  extricate  you  with  honour  safely 
from  their  clutches.  I know  not  whether  the  People 
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of  America  will  be  successful  in  tlieir  stru^p'les  for 
Lil)erty,  I tliiiik  it  most  probable  They  will,  from  what 
I have  seen  in  my  progress  through  the  Colonies — so 
noble  a spirit  pervades  all  orders  of  men  from  the  first 
es fated  gentleman  to  the  lowest  Planters,  that  I think 
They  must  be  victorious — I most  devoutly  wish  They 
may — for  if  the  machinations  of  their  enemies  prevail, 
the  blight  Goddess  Liberty  must  like  her  Sister  Astrea 
utterly  abandon  the  Earth,  and  leave  not  a wreck  be- 
hind— She  has  by  a damn’d  consj^iracy  of  Kings  and 
Ministers  been  totally  driven  from  the  other  Hemi- 
sphere— here  is  her  last  asylum — here  I hope  she  may 
fix  her  abode.  I have  no^v.  Sir,  only  to  intreat  that  as 
knaves  and  fools  will  probably  from  design  and  misun- 
derstandino:  exao-srerate  disfiOTre  and  distort  what  I do 
and  what  I say,  you  will  be  upon  your  guard,  particu- 
larly ^vhen  it  relates  to  yourself — tho’  it  is  difficult  to 
separate  the  man  from  the  Office  shou’d  it  be  reported 
that  I ever  speak  of  you  in  terms  of  disrespect,  I en- 
treat that  you  will  slight  the  report.  I am  not  capa- 
])le  of  it — personal  friendship  for  My  Gage  has  taken 
too  deep  a root  in  my  breast  tho’  Avere  you  my  Brother 
Uvin’d  at  a Birth,  [I  must  Avish  to]  to  defeat  the  pur- 
poses of  those  by  Avhose  instructions  Governor  Gage 
must  act — As  to  North,  my  opinion  of  him  is  this,  and 
(I  have  knoAAm  him  a long  time)  that  did  he  hear  of 
a single  freeman  in  the  remotest  part  of  the  World, 
He  woii’d  Avillingly  put  his  country  to  the  expense  of 
furnishing  forth  an  Army  and  fleet  for  the  sole  pleasure 
of  destroying  that  single  freeman.  I knoAA^,  Sir,  you 
Avill  do  me  the  justice  to  believe  that  I am  not  acting  a 
part — that  no  affectation  has  place  in  my  conduct — 
Toil  have  knoAvn  me  long  enough,  I flatter  myself  to 
lie  perswaded,  that  zeal  for  the  liberties  of  my  Country 
and  the  rights  of  mankind  has  been  my  predominant 
])assion.  May  God  Almighty  bless  you.  Sir,  and  Avith 
honour  to  you  dissolve  the  spell  Avhicli  has  charm’d  y^ou 
into  a situation  so  incompatible  Avith  the  excellence  of 
your  natural  disposition — excuse  the  [length]  and  if  it 


THE  LEE  PAPERS. 


135 


appears  to  you  tlie  im2")ertineiice,  [of  this  epistle,  and 
believe  me,  with  great  esteem. 

Yours, 

Charles  Lee.] 


To  Sir  Charles  Da  vers. 

Philadelphia,  Sej)t.  28^^  1774. 

My  dear  D avers, 

I flattered  myself  that  on  my  return  from  the  south- 
ward I should  have  found  a letter  from  yon,  and  am 
much  mortified  at  the  disappointment.  Since  I wrote, 
a system  so  strange  has  taken  place  amongst  yon,  that 
I find  myself  at  a loss  what  I am  to  say,  how  I am  to 
act.  Great  God  ! what  a dreadful  situation  the  whole 
empire  is  now  in ; can  it  be  |)ossible  that  the  ignorance 
or  corruption  of  the  English  nation  should  be  so  trans- 
cendent as  to  suffer  and  to  sanctify  such  measures  ? 
Lord  North  has  now  done  your  work  most  completely  ; 
nothing  but  the  sudden  death  of  his  tyrannical  [master] 
can  save  you  from  utter  destruction.  I tell  you,  my 
dear  friend,  you  are  lost,  unless  everything  lately  with 
resjiect  to  tliis  country,  is  speedily  and  totally  reversed. 

1 have  now  lately  run  through  the  colonies  from  Vir- 
ginia to  Boston,  ancl  can  assure  you,  by  all  that  is  sol- 
emn and  sacred,  that  there  is  not  a man  on  the  whole 
continent  (placemen  and  some  high  churchmen  ex- 
cepted) who  is  not  determined  to  sacrifice  his  property, 
his  life,  his  wife,  family,  and  children,  in  the  cause  of 
Boston,  which  he  justly  considers  as  his  own.  Inclosed 
I send  you  the  resolutions  of  one  of  their  counties, 
which  the  delegates  of  all  America  are  sworn  to  abide 
by.  They  are  in  earnest,  and  will  abide  by  them  so 
strictly,  I am  persuaded  that  the  parent  country  must 
shake  from  the  foundation. 

It  is  needless  to  write  you  a detail  of  their  proceed- 
ings, as  I have  sketched,  and  transmit  to  you  the  pa 
pers,  which  will  instruct  you  more  fully  than  I could 
possibly  do. 
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I know  not  wliat  otlier  men  may  think,  but  I am 
sure  you  cannot  disapprove  my  conduct  towards  Gen- 
ei'al  Gage.  I did  not  and  would  not  pay  him  a visit. 
A copy  of  my  letter  to  him  I send  you,  which  will  best 
explain  the  principles  I act  from,  and  my  i*easons  for 
avoiding  him.  He  makes  a most  horrible  ridiculous 
tigure  ; I am  sorry  for  it,  as  I love  the  man  ; but  very 
glad  of  it,  as  I detest  the  office  he  acts  in.  He  is  now 
actually  shut  up  at  Boston  (with  the  whole  troops  he 
lias  mustered)  either  by  real  or  affected  fears.  His 
head  seems  to  be  turned;  he  has  nobody  to  advise  him 
but  his  own  family  which  is  very  weakly  composed, 
and  he  has  perhaps  the  most  able  and  determined  men 
of  the  whole  world  to  deal  with.  In  short  he  stands 
on  such  damned  ground  that  he  sli])s  every  instant. 

The  character  of  New  England  men,  seems  to  me  to 
he  totally  changed  since  we  knew  ’em.  Instead  of  gas- 
conade, laziness,  self-sufficiency,  and  poltroonery,  they 
appear  to  me  to  be  modest,  active,  temperate,  and  I am 
confident  in  the  present  cause  will  prove  most  formida- 
bly brave.  Their  rage  for  war  is  increased ; in  every 
town  are  formed  companies  of  cadets,  who  are  as  per- 
fect as  possible  in  the  manual  exercise,  evolutions,  and 
all  the  minute  manoeuvres  practiced  by  the  troops  of 
Europe.  The  Boston  company  of  artillery  is  allowed 
to  be  equal  to  any  ; so  that  in  reality,  they  have  drill 
officers  sufficient  to  form  an  army  of  sixty  thousand 
men  ; and  this  number  the  four  j^i’^vinces  can  levy 
and  maintain  without  neglecting  the  culture  of  their 
lands. 

This  is  the  estimate  of  their  people  lately  taken 
by  an  order  from  home. 


Bhode  Island 60,000 

New  Hampshire 70,000 

Connecticut 196,000 

Massachusetts  Bay 420,000 


746,000 
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I leave  you  to  judge  whether  it  is  very  easy  to  dra- 
goon these  numbers,  even  should  the  other  colonies 
stand  aloof.  ‘ But  they  will  not  stand  aloof.  They 
will  support  them  with  their  blood  and  money.  The 
Canadians  it  seems  are  to  l)e  employed  against  them  ; 
but  if  a single  man  stirs,  they  are  determined  to  invite 
France  and  Spain  to  accept  the  prodigious  profits 
which  their  commerce  affords.  They  want  nothing  in 
return  l)ut  arms,  ammunition,  and  perhaps  a few  artil- 
lery ofiicers  as  well  as  guns.  And  they  certainly  are 
to  be  justified  by  every  law  human  and  divine.  You 
will  ask,  where  tliey  will  find  generals  ? But  I ask, 
what  generals  have  their  tyrants  ? In  fact  the  match 
in  this  respect  will  be  pretty  equal. 

I have  marked  in  the  margin  of  the  papers  I send 
you  those  which  are  best  worth  reading.  Junius  Ame- 
ricanus  who  srives  Gasre  such  a trimmino:  is  unknown. 
I will  send  you  if  to  be  found,  two  of  my  own  per- 
formances. One  is  an  address  to  the  citizens  of  Phila- 
delphia, the  other  to  those  of  New  York;  they  are  the 
only  things  I have  wrote  here. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend,  expect  to  hear  from  me  by 
every  opportunity 

Yours  most  afiEectionately 

Charles  Lee 

Send  the  printed  papers  when  you  have  done  to 
Lord  Thanet. 


Indian  Speech  and  Answer. 

Sir, 

A Copy  of  the  following  Speech  A Answer  was 
sent  me  by  a Friend  now  on  the  Banks  of  the  Monon- 
galielah  which  you  will  be  kind  enough  to  insert. 

I am  Y""  most  obd^  H.  Ser. 

A Friend  of  Oppressed  Savages. 
Berkeley  County 

Virginia,  Sep.  29^  1774. 
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A Co]iy  of  the  Speech  made  to  y®  Right  Honble  the 

Earl  of  D — A seventeen  Militia  Colonels  at  Fort 

Dunmore,  formerly  Fort  Pitt  by  the  great  Wahato- 
niaclio  Chief  of  the  Delawares : 

Brothers  of  the  long  knife, 

We  are  very  glad  your  great  Warriour  is  come  that 
we  may  talk  with  him  : we  could  not  believe  it  was  with 
his  orders  you  killed  our  People  at  Wheeling.  Thro’ 
the  long  grass,  thro’  rapid  streams  of  water,  with  Toil 
& Hardship  we  are  contented  to  live  free  A at  peace. 
Whatever  we  earned  you  got  from  us,  we  were  like  ser- 
vants to  you,  yet  you  were  not  contented,  but  pursued 
us  thro’ unknown  paths  to  take  our  Fives  also:  We 
thought  it  was  a few  Rogues  amongst  you  that  scalped 
our  people;  but  behold  your  great  Warriour  is  come 
with  a great  many  warriors  to  kill  us  all.  Your  peoj^le 
the  Traders  were  amongst  us,  we  brought  them  safe 
home.  Our  people  went  over  to  Baker’s  to  eat  with 
you,  you  stole  their  Guns  A scalp’d  them.  We  sent  to 
ask  what  harm  we  had  done,  you  keep  our  Messengers 
] )risoners.  I don’t  know  but  I am  now  talking  my  last. 
My  Brother  of  New  Comer’s  Town  went  with  you  to 
look  for  the  Shawnese,  you  brought  him  here,  wanted 
to  kill  him  A shot  his  liorse.  My  two  Brothers  lie 
dead  close  by  that  came  to  see  you.  You  say  you  are 
not  at  War  with  us.  What  make  you  kill  our  people  ? 
Skyashuta  one  of  the  Chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations  has  been 
with  our  Brothers  of  PJiiladelphia  A New  York.  They 
have  no  AYar  against  us.  They  kill  none  of  our  peoj^le. 
They  use  our  Brother  well.  They  tell  us  your  great 
Warriour  belongs  to  a Savage  Nation  a great  way  off, 
that  delights  in  blood,  & that  his  Countrymen  ai*e  try- 
ing to  destroy  you.  AVhy  don’t  you  tight  with  them 
that  come  over  the  great  River  in  great  Canoes  to  hunt 
for  you?  Why  will  you  rather  follow  us?  AYe  ask 
for  peace,  & you  say  you  must  have  our  Chiefs  to 
keep  in  Prison.  We  will  die  before  we  will  give  them 
up.  Our  young  Men  will  never  agree  to  part  with  our 
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young  Squaws  for  your  great  W arriors  sport.  W e once 
more  ask  for  peace.  But  if  you  want  our  Blood  it  shall 
cost  you  some  trouble.  We  wish  to  live  in  Peace,  but 
are  not  afraid  of  War.  If  you  desire  to  know  the  way 
to  the  lower  Shawnese  Towns,  we  Avill  blaze  it  for  you 
— you  shall  not  lose  yourselves.  Our  Wives  & Chil- 
dren are  safe  with  our  Brothers  the  Six  Nations.  If 
you  come  y^)U  sliall  meet  the  same  Welcome  with  the 
Scotch  Savages  when  CoP  Grant  first  brought  them 
here.  We  used  to  love  you  Brothers  of  the  long  knife 
better  than  all  our  Brothers ; you  will  make  us  hate 
you.  If  you  want  more  Land  pay  us  for  it.  For  as 
long  as  the  Sun  shines  ck  Water  runs,  you  shall  not 
take  it  from  us.” 

To  which  the  followino^  o^racious  Answer  was  sriven  : 

O O O 

“ Warriours, 

According  to  my  promise  I come  now,  after  three 
days  mature  consideration,  to  give  an  answer  to 
your  Talk  anient  the  Terms  of  Peace,  you  seem  so  earn- 
estly to  sue  for.  My  Boyal  Master,  the  King  of  all 
these  Countries  & Lands  afar  off,  has  ordered  me  to 
secure  this  your  antient  Country  for  the  possession  of 
some  of  his  Warriours,  who  have  done  mighty  things  to 
deserve  his  Boyal  favour,  A I am  determined  to  obey 
his  Commands.  You  frequently  have  been  ordered  to 
remove  to  the  other  side  of  the  Mississq^pi,  Avhere  you 
might  peaceably  live  A hunt  ’till  we  wanted  to  enlarge 
our  settlements ; But  you  have  obstinately  refused  to 
comjdy.  You  have  often  been  advised  by  your  Friends 
the  Pennsylvanians,  not  to  enrage  the  Yirginians,  for 
they  only  wanted  an  opportunity  to  draw  their  long 
knives  on  you  A put  you  to  death.  But  all  this  you 
have  not  attended  to.  I am  now  come  to  force  you 
to  remove  yourselves,  your  wives  A your  little  children, 
A to  kill  you  all  if  you  refuse.  I have  a right  to  keep 
your  Chiefs  in  bondage,  because  that  may  prevent  your 
young  men  from  scalping  my  Soldiers,  and  tho’  I will 
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not  rest  until  I force  you  by  Fire  (k  Sword  to  remove 
& will  scal]^  all  you  that  I can,  yet  if  you  attempt  to  do 
the  same  in  retu]*n,  I will  instantly  put  your  Chiefs  to 
death.  I will  give  you  two  days  to  consult  with  your 
Nations,  provided  you  bring  here  immediately  15  of 
your  best  & oldest  Warriours  and  50  of  your  young 
Squaws  to  be  kept  in  the  great  town  of  my  Country 
’till  the  War  is  finished.  Your  Brothers  of  PhiF 
New  York  are  as  fond  of  getting  possession  of  your 
Country  as  I am,  but  wanting  Courage  cC  Money  (which 
I have  enough  of)  they  wdsh  to  cheat  you  out  of  it. 
You  are  fools  to  contend  with  my  master  when  he  says 
he  will  have  your  Country.  The  Warriours  and  great 
Canoes  which  you  speak  of  I can  order  against  you 
when  I please,  <k  they  will  blow  you  to  the  Devil  in 
a crack.  You  know  I am  your  Friend,  therefore  take 
my  advice  and  do  not  make  my  blood  hottei*  than  it 
naturally  is,  else  I will  hunt  you  off  the  face  of  the 
Earth.” 


To  THE  Duke  of  . 

Philadelphia,  October  29*^  1774. 

My  Lord — 

The  noble  part  your  Lordship  has  acted  in  oppos- 
ing all  the  diabolical  measures  of  our  accursed  mis- 
rulers,  has  encouraged  me  to  address  these  few  lines  to 
you — Men  who  are  embark’d  in  the  glorious  cause  of 
Liberty  shou’d  wave  all  ceremony.  I shall  therefore 
neither  trouble  you  nor  myself  with  making  apologies 
— Inclos’d  I send  your  Grace  a copy  of  the  different 
resolves  of  the  Congress  (tho’  it  is  probalde  you  may 
have  receiv’d  eni  before)  their  address  to  the  People  of 
England,  to  the  People  of  English  America,  to  the 
People  of  Canada,  and  to  the  King.  They  argue  so 
irresistil)ly  and  They  breathe  so  noble  an  ardor  that  if 
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there  is  the  least  uiKlerstandiiig  remaining  in  yonr  Is* 
land  and  the  least  virtue  latent,  the  former  must  be 
convinc’d  and  the  latter  rous’d  to  action.  What  cou’d 
put  it  into  our  Blockheads  lieads  that  these  people  cou’d 
be  trick’d  out  of  their  liberties  by  [their]  cunning,  or 
bullied  l)y  any  force  which  They  can  send  over  ? What 
Devil  of  nonsense  cou’d  instigate  any  Man  of  (leneral 
Gage’s  understanding  to  concur  in  bringing  about  this 
delusion?  I have  lately  my  Lord  run  tlu’ough  almost 
tlie  whole  Colonies  from  the  South  to  the  North — I 
have  convers’d  with  all  orders  of  men  from  tlie  first 
estated  Gentlemen  to  the  poorest  Planters,  and  cannot 
express  my  astonishment  at  the  good  sense  and  general 
knowledge  which  pervades  the  whole — Imt  their  ele- 
vated principles,  their  enthusiasm  in  the  cause  of  free- 
dom and  their  Country,  is  still  more  admirable.  I 
think  I shou’d  not  be  guilty  of  exaggeration  in  assert- 
ing that  there  are  two  hundred  thousand  strong  body’d 
active  yeomanry  ready  to  encounter  all  hazards  and 
dangers,  ready  to  sacrifice  all  considerations  rather  than 
surrender  a tittle  of  the  rights  which  They  have  deriv’d 
from  God  and  their  Ancestors  : But  this  is  not  all. 
They  are  not  like  the  Yeomanry  of  other  Countries  un- 
arm’d and  unus’d  to  arms,  but  They  are  all  furnish’d 
and  all  expert  in  the  use — They  want  notliing  l)ut  some 
arrangement  and  this  They  are  now  l)ent  on  establish- 
ing. Virginia,  Rhode  Island,  Carolina,  are  forming 
Corps — Massachusetts  Bay  has  long  had  a sulficient 
number  instructed  to  become  instructors  to  the  rest — 
even  this  Quakering  Province  is  following  the  example— 
I was  present  at  a review  of  some  of  tlieir  Companies  at 
Providence  in  Rliode  Island  and  really  never  saw  any- 
thing more  perfect — in  short  unless  the  banditti  at 
Westminster  speedily  undo  everything  They  have  done 
— Their  Royal  j^aymaster  will  hear  of  reviews  and 
manceuvres  not  quite  so  entertaining  as  those  lie  is 
presented  with  in  Hyde  Park  and  Wimbledon  Common, 
I must  now  my  Lord,  hasten  to  the  main  purpose  of 
this  letter,  as  your  Lordshij)  is  justly  consider’d  as  one 
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of  the  most  strenuous  advocates  and  Patrons  of  this 
Country,  and  one  of  the  most  active  assertors  of  the 
rights  of  Mankind,  I must  beg  leave  to  propose  to  you, 
what  you  Iiad  adverted  to,  I am  persuaded  you  wou’d 
liave  already  adopted — it  is  to  set  on  foot  a subscrip- 
tion for  a relief  or  indemnification  for  the  brave  suffer- 
ing Boston — these  People’s  sufferings  and  merits  are 
so  traiiscendant  that  men  less  animated  with  sentiment 
and  public  s])irit  than  your  Lordship  would  exert  them- 
selves in  their  cause.  A Town  consisting  of  thirty 
thousand  People  perhaps  of  more  ease  and  affluent  cir- 
cumstances than  any  other  Town  of  the  W orld,  reduc’d 
at  one  stroke  to  beggary  and  wretchedness — ev’ry  in- 
dividual of  ’em  depriv’d  of  the  means  of  supplying 
themselves  ^vith  a morsel  of  bread  but  what  is  furnish’d 
to  ’em  by  the  precarious  hand  of  Charity — to  see  a 
whole  People  struggling  with  the  extreme  of  distresses 
not  only  magnanimously  but  chearfully  rather  than 
comply  Avith  the  wishes  of  brutal  Tyrants,  and  thereby 
admit  precedents  injurious  to  mankind  and  posterity  is 
I say  a strain  of  virtue  almost  too  bright  for  modern 
eyes  to  gaze  at — and  must  fill  every  breast  not  totally 
dead  to  [and]  unsusceptible  of  sentiment  and  feeling 
with  rage,  indignation,  horror  and  compassion — but 
They  went  farther — They  made  a foiTual  offer  to  the 
Congress — to  abandon  their  town  with  their  wives 
Children  Aged  and  infirm — throw  themselves  on  the 
charity  of  the  inhalutants  of  the  Country,  or  build 
huts  in  the  woods — and  never  revisit  their  native  walls 
untill  re-establish’d  in  the  full  jiossession  of  their  rights 
and  lilierties — Your  Lordshi])  will  see  the  Congresses 
resolve  on  this  head — these  instances  I am  sui*e  render 
unnecessary  any  thing  I con’d  say  to  incite  a man  of 
your  Graces  stamp  to  exertions  in  their  favour — or 
more  properly  in  favour  and  support  of  human  virtue — 
I am,  my  Lord,  your 

Graces  true  friend  Admirer 

and  humble  Sei-v^ 

C.  Lee. 
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I slionM  be  very  liappy  in  receiving  a couple  of 
lines  in  answer — it  must  be  directed  for  G.  Lee  at 
liicliard  Penn  Es(L^  Pliiladelpliia. 


[To  BejN-jamin  Kusil] 

Annapolis,  Decl  ye  15*^  [1774.] 

Dr.  Sir, 

I received  your  letter  & am  extremely  ol)lig’d  to 
you  for  it,  as  it  gave  me  a great  deal  of  pleasure  in 
two  respects — the  assurance  of  my  having  your  good 
opinion,  whicli  I much  value,  and  the  accounts  you  give 
of  your  assembly  Committee  and  people  in  general. 
Cardinal  De  Betz  says  a Community  is  never  in  so 
great  danger  as  when  their  affairs  have  gone  on  pros- 
perously for  some  time — tliat  then  is  the  time  to  be 
vigilant  and  exert  your  vigour,  and  if  ever  there  was  a 
crisis  when  vigour  and  vigilance  was  necessary,  it  is 
the  present.  I began  to  think  [you  had]  all  fall’ll 
asleep ; I was  in  hopes  before  this  to  have  heard  of  a 
certain  conflagration.  I am  sorry  I have  been  disap- 
23ointed.  Every  time  I think  upon  the  subject,  it  ap- 
pears more  and  more  requisite  that  the  step  should  be 
taken.  I sent  you  by  a Mr.  Thompson  belonging  to 
Mr.  Morris,  the  Resolves  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of 
Maryland.  I hope  they  will  set  an  example  to  all 
others.  They  are  immediately  to  form  their  Battalions 
for  Avhich  purpose  a plan  has  been  furnish’d  by  one  of 
your  acquaintance — I'he  Companies  of  this  Town  are 
to  be  muster’d  the  day  after  tomorrow.  I think  Avith 
all  your  virtue  at  Philadelphia  you  have  got  a damn’d 
trick  of  adjourning  and  procrastinating — the  situation 
of  affairs  Avill  not  admit  of  the  delay  of  Avhole  Aveeks. 
EAmry  body  here,  as  I dare  say  they  are  Avith  you,  is 
astonish’d  that  the  miscreant  RiAungton  is  suffer’d  to 
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heap  insult  upon  insult  on  the  Congress  with  impunity, 
lie  lias  now  advertis’d  tea  to  be  sold — for  God’s  sake, 
as  the  Committee  of  New  York  is  in  so  profound  [a 
sleep  wjliy  does  not  your  Committee  wake  ’em? 
[Why]  do  They  not  write  a remonstrance  upon  this 
subject  ? You  were  known  to  l^e  the  author  of  those 
Papers  you  speak  of  before  I came — -but  they  were 
much  apjiroved  of  for  my  own  part  I never  did  nor 
shall  speak  of  ’em  as  being  yours. 

Adieu,  My  Dear  sir.  Let  me  hear  from  you  as 
often  as  ])ossible — 

Yours  most  Sincerely 

C:  L: 

Do  inquire  of  Mrs  Yard  if  she  has  any  Letters  for 
me — if  slie  has  send  ’em. 

To  Doctor  [Benjamin  Bush 

Philadelpliia] 


To  Edmund  Burke,  Esq. 

Annapolis,  December  16,  1774. 

Dear  Sir, 

As  any  apology  I could  make,  for  having  so  long 
delayed  answering  your  friendly  and  obliging  letter, 
would  he  extremely  lame  and  defective,  I shall  not  at- 
tempt any ; but  only  assure  you  tliat  the  continuation 
of  your  correspondence  (though  I so  little  deserve  it) 
will  give  me  the  greatest  pleasure ; and  if  I could  ob' 
tain  your  good  opinion  and  friendship,  I should  think 
it  the  greatest  honour.  You  are  by  this  time  as  well 
acquainted  Avith  the  ])ublic  proceedings  and  resolves  of 
this  continent  as  myself.  I shall  therefore  not  trouble 
you  with  them,  but  some  account  of  their  dispositions 
in  general  may  not  be  unwelcome  to  you;  and,  on  this 
subject,  1 deserve  some  credit;  for,  in  my  last  letter  I 
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predicted  what  they  would  do,  and  things  have  fallen 
out  according  to  my  predictions.  I will  now,  therefore, 
venture  to  predict,  that  unless  the  Boston  bills  (and  1 
may  add  the  Quebec)  are  repealed,  the  empire  of  Great 
Britain  is  no  more.  I have  now  run  through  almost  the 
wdiole  colonies  from  the  north  to  the  south.  I have 
conversed  with  every  order  of  men,  from  the  first  estated 
gentleman  to  the  poorest  planters,  and  cannot  exj^ress 
my  astonishment  at  the  unanimous,  ardent  spirit  reign- 
ing through  the  whole.  They  are  determined  to  sacri- 
fice everything,  their  property,  their  wdves,  children, 
and  blood,  rather  than  cede  a tittle  of  what  they  con- 
ceive to  be  their  rights.  The  tyranny  exercised  over 
Boston,  indeed,  seems  to  be  resented  by  the  other  colo- 
nies in  a greater  degree  than  by  the  Bostonians  them- 
selves. I cannot  help  being  persuaded  that  those  men, 
who  first  urged  the  ministry  to  this  accursed  fatal  step, 
have,  from  a wicked  shame  of  acknowdedging  their  mis- 
rejDresentations,  continued  still  to  keep  them  in  the 
dark.  They  first  assured  them  of  the  practicability  of 
the  scheme,  that  the  Bostonians  would,  on  the  first  ap- 
pearance of  an  army  and  fleet  be  frightened  into  a sub- 
mission ; that  their  cause  would  not  be  considered  as 
the  common  cause ; and  now^,  when  they  see  their  error, 
they  cannot  muster  up  honesty  or  courage  to  confess  it. 
This  I am  confident  is  the  case  witli  Hutchinson  and  his 
associates ; and  there  is  the  strongest  appearance  that 
my  quondam  friend.  Gage,  liolds  the’  same  dangei*ous 
course.  It  is  somewhat  strange,  but  it  is  true,  that  this 
gentleman  should  reside  so  many  years  in  America,  and 
yet  be  as  ignorant  of  the  dispositions  of  the  people  of 
America  as  he  is  of  those  in  the  moon : indeed,  he  took 
all  possible  means  of  shutting  up  tlie  avenues  of  truth. 
At  New  York  he  never  conversed,  as  I can  find,  with 
any  but  place  and  contract-hunters,  the  staff  officers, 
and  his  owm  family ; and  when  he  was  sent  to  Boston 
with  express  orders  to  inform  himself  of  the  cause  of 
the  disturbances,  he  ap23lied  himself  to  the  very  men, 
and  those  only,  from  whom  these  disturbances  were  said 
10 
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to  How.  He  sliut  liimself  up  immediately  in  Castle- 
AVilliam,  witli  Barnard,  Hutchinson,  and  Sewell ; under 
their  inspection,  and  according  to  their  dictates,  after 
three  days’  labour,  he  put  the  finishing  hand  to  a nar- 
I'ative  of  the  state  of  the  province,  by  which  the  minis- 
try were  to  regulate  their  conduct.  It  was  dispatched 
to  England,  and  has  produced  most  delightful  fruits. 
Had  he  condescended  to  listen  to  the  rejwesentations  of 
the  town  at  large,  these  pernicious  measures  had,  per- 
liaps,  never  been  adopted.  In  fact,  every  circumstance 
relating  to  New  England,  as  it  appears  to  me,  has  been 
stated  quite  the  reverse  of  the  truth.  Not  only  the 
principles  and  deportment  of  the  people,  but  their  qual- 
ifications and  capacity  for  war  have  been  misrepresent- 
ed. Modesty,  temperance,  and  the  most  inflexible  firm- 
ness, are  united  in  them.  I may  judge  of  the  former 
from  my  own  eyes  and  senses ; and  for  tlie  latter,  I 
liave  the  greatest  reason  to  be  convinced  from  the  best 
authority.  I was  very  well  acquainted  at  Boston  with 
a pliysician  of  exceeding  good  sense  and  the  greatest 
candour.  He  assured  me  that  the  last  act  of  almost 
every  father  of  a family  whom  he  had  attended,  was  to 
convene  Ins  sons  about  his  death-bed,  and  charge  them 
on  his  blessing,  never  to  desert  the  common  cause  of 
their  country,  whatever  distress  they  might  encounter ; 
and  as  these  people  are  most  truly  religious,  and  remark- 
able for  their  filial  piety,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that 
the  injunctions  of  their  dying  parents  must  add  a con- 
siderable quantity  of  fuel  to  the  fire  of  enthusiasm 
already  lighted  up  in  tlieir  breasts  by  the  hand  of  ty- 
ranny. But  what  I think  is  a sufficient  proof  of  the 
spirit  and  j^i'ineiples  of  these  people,  is  the  offer  which 
they  made  to  the  Congress,  to  abandon  their  town,  and 
never  set  foot  within  their  native  walls,  but  with  the 
re-establishment  of  their  liberties.  Such  instances  of 
virtue  and  magnanimity  are,  I know,  scarcely  credible 
in  your  rotten  island.  It  is  too  bright  a strain  for  their 
enervated  eyes  to  gaze  at.  As  to  their  capacity  for 
war,  the  want  of  attention  to  certain  circumstances  lias 
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led  the  regular  officers  wlio  served  in  America  into  a 
very  great  mistake  on  this  head.  Their  troops  were  ill 
constituted ; economy  they  had  none.  They  neither 
kne^v  how  to  cook  their  provisions,  nor  keep  themselves 
clean.  They  Avere,  consequently,  much  subject  to  camp 
disorders  ; and  in  their  sickness,  (the  same  care  not 
being  taken  of  them  as  of  the  regulars)  they  Avere  apt 
to  be  dispirited.  They  Avere  only  enlisted  for  six  months ; 
were,  therefore,  ahvays  neAV  to  the  seiAuce  ; Avhereas  the 
regulars,  being  kept  ahvays  on  foot,  greAvmore  knowing 
and  economical  every  day.  I say,  Avithoufc  attending  to 
these  circumstances,  and  Avithout  reflecting  hoAV  much 
Avorse  themsel\"es  Avoiild  liaA-e  been  in  the  same  circum- 
stances, the  regulars  attributed  to  a difference  of  mate- 
rials in  tbeir  men  Avhat,  in  fact,  ought  to  have  been  at- 
tributed solely  to  ignorance  of  method,  and  boldly 
asserted  the  people  of  New  England  to  be  unfit  for  AAmr. 
They  shut  their  eyes  to  all  the  evidences  of  the  reA^erse ; 
to  their  promptness  to  action,  their  superiority  in  march- 
ing, and  address  in  the  use  of  all  military  instruments ; 
but,  aboA^e  all,  their  ardour  and  zeal  for  the  service. 
There  is  one  more  circumstance  Avhich  Ave  gentlemen  in 
I'ed  neA^er  chose'  to  remember,  viz. — that  in  all  our  defeats 
and  disgraces,  jAarticularly  in  those  uj)on  the  Ohio,  the 
proAuncials  neA^er  led  the  flight,  but  Avere  the  last  to 
leaA^e  the  held.  But  be  these  things  as  they  Avill,  if  I 
have  any  judgment,  the  people  of  Ncaa^  England  are,  at 
this  day,  more  calculated  to  form  irresistible  conquer- 
ing armies,  than  any  people  on  the  face  of  the  globe. 
Even  the  appearance  of  their  individuals  is  totally 
changed  since  I first  kneAv  them.  Formerly,  they  had 
a slouching,  slovenly  air.  Noaa^,  eAmry  peasant  has  his 
hair  smartly  dressed,  is  erect  and  soldier-like  in  his  air 
and  gait.  This  change  struck  me  v^ery  much  in  passing 
through  the  provinces  of  Massachusetts  and  Connecti- 
cut. It  must  be  attributed  to  the  military  spirit  AAdiich 
they  breathe,  and  their  companies  of  cadets  formed  in 
all  the  toAvns  of  any  considerable  size.  I have  been 
present  at  the  revicAvs  of  several  of  these  conq^anies, 
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and  was  amazed  at  tlie  exactness  and  rapidity  of  tlieir 
manoeuvres.  I shall  say  nothing  of  the  formidable 
numl)ers  of  light  infantry  (undoubtedly  the  best  in  the 
woi'ld)  which  their  back  provinces  can  produce.  In 
short,  sir,  it  is  my  persuasion,  that  should  the  people  of 
Eno;land  be  infatuated  enouf^h  to  suffer  their  ]iiis-rulers 
to  proceed  in  their  measures,  this  country  may  scorch 
her  fingers,  but  they  themselves  will  perish  in  the 
flames.  This  small  province  of  Maryland  has  already 
resolved  to  train  and  disci^jline  about  six  thousand  men ; 
inclosed  I send  you  the  resolves  of  their  convention. 
Pennsylvania  is  going  to  arm  ; I am  not  yet  informed 
of  their  numbers,  but  they  will  be  very  great.  I have 
still  hopes  that  the  people  at  home  wull  open  their  eyes 
l)efore  it  is  too  late,  and  not  sufter  the  ]*esentmeiit  of  a 
hellish  junto  to  weigh  down  eternal  justice,  the  interest 
and  honour  of  the  nation,  if  not  its  existence. 

I shall  now  trouble  you  with  a few  Avords  respect- 
ing myself.  I find  it  inserted  in  a paragra])h  of  an 
English  paper,  that  a certain  officer  (meaning  me)  had 
l)een  busy  in  dissuading  the  people  of  Boston  from  sub- 
mitting to  the  acts.  It  is  giving  me  great  importance 
to  suppose  that  I have  influence  sufficient  to  urge  or 
restrain  so  vast  a community,  in  affairs  of  the  dearest 
moment.  The  same  paragi'aph  adds,  that  I had  offered 
to  2)ut  myself  at  their  head ; but  I hope  it  ^vill  not  be 
believed  that  I was  ca])able  of  so  much  temerity  and 
vanity.  To  think  myself  qualified  for  the  most  import- 
ant chai*ge  that  ever  was  committed  to  mortal  man,  is 
the  last  stage  of  presumption.  Nor  do  I think  the 
Americans  would,  or  ought  to  confide  in  a man  (let  his 
qualifications  be  ever  so  great)  who  has  no  property 
amongst  them.  It  is  true  I most  devoutly  wish  them 
success  in  the  glorious  struggle ; that  I have  expressed 
both  in  Avriting  and  viva  voce:  but  my  errand  to  Bos- 
ton was  mere  curiosity,  to  see  a people  in  so  singular 
circumstances  ; and  I had  likeAvise  an  ambition  of  being 
acquainted  Avith  some  of  their  leading  men; — Avith 
them  only  I associated  during  my  stay  at  Boston.  Our 
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ingenious  gentlemen  in  tlie  cam]:),  tlierefore,  very  natu- 
rally concliuled  my  design  was  to  put  myself  at  tlieir 
head.  I suppose  yon  must  have  heard  of  the  Indian 
war,  carried  on  by  the  governor  of  Vii*ginia,  at  the 
instigation  of  two  murderers  on  the  frontier,  and  in 
s])ite  of  the  declamations  of  the  whole  continent  against 
the  injustice  of  it.  It  w^as  an  impious,  black  piece  of 
work, — worse,  if  j)ossil)le,  than  the  atfair  of  St.  Vin- 
cent’s. I most  heartily  wish  you  joy,  if  it  can  give  yon 
any,  of  your  election;  at  least  it  gives  credit  to  your 
electors.  I direct  this  letter  to  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds, 
as  I cannot  l^e  certain  where  you  live.  Adieu,  dear 
sir,  live  and  prosper;  and  believe  me  to  be  most 
sincerely 

Yours 


Charles  Lee. 


[Fragment  of  a Letter  to  the  Public.] 

The  part  I have  acted  since  my  arrival  upon  this 
Continent,  my  not  being  a native  of  America,  my  hav- 
ing no  pi*o])erty  here,  and  tlie  nnmlierless  squibs  and 
innuendoes  to  my  disadvantage  wduch  have  l^een  pidi- 
lish’d  jiarticularly  in  Rivingstons  paper  will  I hope  lie 
a sufficient  a])ology  for  my  thus  addressing  the  public 
— the  Authors  knocking  at  their  own  doors,  and  find- 
ing no  sentiment  of  Liberty  conclude  that  no  such  tiling 
can  possibly  exist  as  [in]  the  human  breast;  I was  bred 
up  from  my  infancy  wdth  the  highest  regard  for  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  Mankind.  My  Father  possess’d 
’em  to  the  highest  degree — the  little  reading  I am  mas- 
ter  of  has  strengthen’d  ’em — the  histoilans  and  orators 
of  Greece  and  Rome  wdth  whom  (tho’  a soldier)  I have 
been  consideralily  conversant,  have  added  I may  say 
to  the  sacred  fuel — my  travels  have  not  tended  to  dimin- 
ish it.  When  a Boy  at  an  Academy  in  Switzerland,  I 
was  struck  with  the  general  happiness,  affluence  and 
ease  diffins’d  throughout  that  Country,  notwdthstanding 
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its  natural  disadvantages  of  soil  and  climate,  I con’d  not 
help  comparing  the  robust  well  educated  Commonality 
of  this  Country  with  their  niiseral)le  neighbours  of 
France,  a spot  upon  wliich  Nature  seems  to  have  taken 
pains  to  confer  her  favours — to  France  Nature  has  given 
the  most  fruitfu]  soil,  productive  not  only  of  every 
necessary  but  eveiy  Luxury  of  life—  She  has  given  to 
its  people  a lively  active  enterprizing  genius — a Climate 
upon  the  whole  the  l;)est  of  the  world— to  the  Swiss  She 
bequeath’d  rocks  mountains,  and  as  it  is  thought  very 
inferior  mental  faculties,  and  yet  the  Swiss  are  rich 
happy,  respectable,  the  Fj’ench  starving  wretch’d  and 
contem])tible — in  Italy  the  contj*ast  betwixt  the  free 
and  those  ^^dlich  are  not  free  still  more  remarkable.  I 
know  very  ^vell  that  the  Ilepublicks  of  Genoa  and 
Venice  are  not  in  general  allow’d  to  be  free  states 
though  Montesquieu  has  demonstrated  that  They  are 
not  free,  but  there  is  undoubtedly  some  excellence  in 
’em  which  has  escap’d  that  wise  man — Shall  I beg  leave 
to  hazard  a conjecture?  They  have  no  King^ — Tliey 
have  no  Court. 
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STRICTURES,  &c. 


To  THE  People  of  America. 

A PAMPHLET  entitled  A Friendly  Address  to  all 
reasonable  Americans^  advertised  and  soldliy  Mr. 
James  Pivington  of  New-York,  is  of  so  extraordinary 
a nature,  tliat  it  is  difficult  for  any  Man  wlio  is  inter- 
ested in  tlie  welfare  of  the  Community  (whatever  con- 
tempt he  may  have  for  the  performance)  to  remain  si- 
lent. I know  not  whether  the  author  is  a Layman  or 
Ecclesiastick,  but  he  bears  strongly  the  characters  of  the 
latter.  He  has  the  want  of  candour  and  truth,  the  ap- 
parent spirit  of  persecution,  the  unforgivingness,  the 
deadly  hatred  to  Dissenters,  and  the  zeal  for  aiLitrary 
power  which  has  distinguished  Churchmen  in  all  ages, 
and  more  particularly  the  liicjli  part  of  the  Church  of 
England.  I cannot  help,  therefore,  considering  him  as 
one  of  this  order. 

The  design  of  his  Pamphlet,  is  manifestly  to  dis- 
solve the  spirit  of  union,  and  check  the  noble  ardour, 
prevailing  through  the  continent ; but  his  zeal  so  far 
outruns  his  abilities,  that  there  is  the  greatest  reason  to 
think  that  his  Reverence  has  laboured  to  little  eifect. 
His  discretion  seems  to  be  still  less  than  his  genius  ; a 
man  of  common  judgment  would  not  so  wantonly  have 
attacked  the  general  reigning  principle  and  opinions  of 
a People,  whom  he  intends  to  seduce  or  intimidate 
out  of  their  rights  and  privileges:  For  instance,  I be- 
lieve there  are  at  least  ninety-nine  Americans  in  a hun- 
dred, who  think  that  Charles  the  First  was  an  execra- 
ble tyrant ; that  he  met  with  no  harder  fate  than  he  de- 
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served  ; and  tliat  liis  two  Sons  onglit,  in  justice,  to  have 
made  the  same  exit. 

To  descant,  therefore,  on  tlie  criminality  of  the  re- 
sistance made  to  that  tyrant ; to  affect  on  every  occa- 
sion, giving  the  title  of  rebellion  to  the  civil  w^ar  which 
brought  him  to  justice,  is  a degree  of  weakness  wdiich 
no  man,  who  is  not  Ijlinded  by  the  daemon  of  Jacobit- 
ism  could  possibly  be  guilty  of.  But  to  preach  uj)  in 
this  enlightened  age,  as  he  does,  in  almost  ex2)ress 
terms,  passive  obedience,  is  a mark  of  lunacy,  or  at 
least  it  proves  that  the  moment  a head  begins  to  itch 
for  a mitre,  it  loses  the  faculty  of  reasoning  ; for  if  the 
])rinciple  of  passive  ol)edience  is  admitted,  the  gracious 
Prince,  for  wdiom  his  Eeverence  professes  so  great  a de- 
votion, is  a downright  nsnr])er,  and  the  Parliament,  of 
Avhich  lie  speaks  so  respectfully.  Lords  and  Commons, 
are  reViels  and  traitors. 

The  doctrines  he  aims  to  inculcate  are  as  follow  : 
“ That  the  Parliament  has  a right  to  tax  yon  without 
“ your  consent ; that  the  duty  ujion  tea  is  no  tax  ; that 
“ this  duty  is  your  only  grievance  ; that  the  cause  of 
Boston  is  their  own  concern  ; that  it  is  not  your 
“ cause  ; that  the  punishment  of  Boston  is  a just  pnn- 
“ ishment ; that  it  is  lenient ; that  it  is  not  equal  to 
“ their  crimes  ; that  the  Bostonians  are  rebels,  traitors, 
“ and  panq:)ered  fanatics ; that  the  Congress  are  little 
“ better  ; that  no  miscondnct  of  administration  can  jns- 
tify  or  excuse  open  disrespect ; that  submission  is  to 
l)e  paid  to  the  higher  powers,  whatever  character 
‘‘  they  he  ; that  an  ajiostle  enjoined  submission  to  the 
‘‘  tyrant  Nero  ; that,  of  all  people  under  heaven,  the 
“ Kings  American  snlqects  have  the  least  cause  for  com- 
plaint ; that  the  present  confusion  of  the  Colonies  has 
“ lieen  occasioned  hj  false  alarms  ; that  none  of  your 
“ legal  rights  have  been  invaded  ; no  injury  has  been 
“ done  yon  ; and,  consequently,  that  you  can  never  be 
“ justified  in  resenting  that  of  which  yon  have  no  reason 
to  complain  ; that  you  are  no  judges  of  the  rights  of 
Parliament ; that  the  Parliament  ought  to  act  accord- 
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iiig  to  tlieir  own  judgment,  not  according  to  yours, 
even  in  tilings  wliicli  concern  you  ]:)rincipally  or 
“ solely  ; tliat  tliey  assert  they  have  the  right  in  ques- 
tion  ; that  yon  have  never  proved  they  have  not ; that 
yon  hav^e  always  believed  or  allowed  they  have  it,  until 
the  present  occasion;  that  the  Quebec  Bill  is  a just 
“ and  constitutional  Bill ; that  the  Canadians  are  likely 
‘‘  to  ])rove  the  best  and  most  loyal  subjects  in  his  Ma- 
“jesty’s  American  dominions;  that  there  is  too  much 
“ reason  to  believe,  that  the  minds  of  the  Americans 
“ are  unprincipled,  and  their  hearts  disposed  for  rebel- 
lion ; that  since  the  reduction  of  Canada,  they  have 
“ lieen  bloated  with  a vain  opinion  of  their  own  power 
“ and  importance  ; that  the  Island  of  Great  Britain  is 
‘‘  able  to  govern,  (that  is  to  dragoon,)  ten  Americas  ; 
that  the  moment  it  is  known  that  America  is  no  lon- 
ger  under  the  protection  of  Great  Britain,  all  tlie  ma- 
“ ritinie  powers  of  Europe  would  join  to  ravage  your 
“ sea-ports,  ])lunder  and  seize  your  ships,  merely  for  the 
2)leasure  of  ravaging  that  all  the  maritime  poAvers 
“ of  the  Avorld  Avould  not  dispossess  Great  Britain  of 
“ the  empire  of  the  sea,  eA^en  Avhen  America  is  sepa- 
“ rated  from  her.”  Noav  I challenge  the  Avorld  to  pro- 
duce so  many  Avicked  sentiments,  stupid  princi])les,  au- 
daciously false  assertions,  and  monstrous  absurdities, 
croAvded  together  into  so  small  a comjAass.  All  his  po- 

* 'This  is  perhaps  the  most  preposterous  idea  that  ever  was  hatched  in  a 
distempered  brain.  America  (more  particularly  since  the  distractions  in 
Polancl  have  taken  place)  has  been  the  great  granary,  or  cella  penaria  of 
Europe.  Is  it  possible  to  conceive,  that  the  ditferent  maritime  powers 
should  unite  to  deprive  themselves  of  the  chief  means  of  subsistence, 
merely  for  the  fun’s  sake?  Is  it  not  more  natural  to  suppose,  that  they 
would  outbid  each  other  for  your  friendship  and  commerce,  on  which  so 
much  depends  ? AYhen  tlie  Low  Counti'ies  withdrew  themselves  from  the 
dominion  of  Spain,  did  England,  France,  and  the  otlier  Powers,  immedi- 
ately set  about  ravaging  their  sea-ports  and  seizing  their  ships  ? Did  they 
not,  on  the  contrary,  exert  themselves,  directly  and  indirectly,  to  assist 
them?  Tlie  case  is  similar;  the  event  would  be  similar,  and  that  Great 
Britain  would  not  be  powerful  enough  at  sea,  when  separated  from  her 
Colonies,  to  prevent  this  assistance,  I shall  refer  my  readers  to  Massie’s  Es- 
timates, the  authoi-ity  of  which  has  never  been  disputed,  and  which  demon- 
strate that  more  than  half  the  naval  power  of  Great  Britain  stands  on  her 
American  foundation. 
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sitions,  indeed,  ave  so  self-evidently  absurd  and  false, 
that  it  would  be  an  insult  to  American  understanding, 
seriously  to  attempt  refuting  them.  I shall  only  beg 
leave  to  take  notice  of  the  curious  argument  he  uses  to 
prove  the  duty  on  tea  to  be  no  tax,  it  is,  that  unless  we 
consent  to  the  tax^  we  are  not  to  iKty  the  duty  ; loe  may 
ref  use  purcliasinej  it  if  loe  yolease.  The  same  logic 
would  demonstrate  tliat  a duty  on  beer,  candles,  or 
soap  ^vould  be  no  tax  : as  Av^e  are  not  absolutely  obliged 
to  drink  Imer,  we  may  drink  water ; we  may  go  to  bed 
before  it  is  dark,  and  we  are  not  forced  to  wash  our 
shirts.  Ilis  assertion  that  Great  Britain,  when  di- 
vorced from  her  Colonies,  will  still  hold  the  empire  of 
the  seas,  in  spite  of  all  the  powers  of  the  world,  is  still 
more  ingenious.  It  amounts  to  this,  that  without  the 
yjossihle  means  of  ywocuring  timber^  iron^  planh^  niasts^ 
pitcf  tat\  or  hemj^^  to  furnish  out  a single  frigate^  they 
may  build  more  slvfs  than  all  the  world  gmt  together  ; 
that  when  her  nursery  for  seamen  is  destroyed^  and  cdl 
the  Goinmerce  on  which  the  existence  of  seamen  defends 
is  annihilated,^  they  ivill  then  be  able  to  man  more  feets 
than  the  whole  universe gnit  together.  But  I am  ashamed 
of  tresj)assing  on  the  pul)lic  patience,  in  making  stric- 
tures on  such  ridiculous  aidicles,  I shall  therefore  pass 
to  some  questions  which  have  not  1)een  so  much  agi- 
tated, and  on  which,  if  I mistake  not,  his  Beverence 
lays  the  greatest  stress  ; for,  as  he  modestly  declares, 
that  he  has  no  oihnion  of  your  coui*age,  it  was  natural 
for  him  to  consider  intimidation  and  terror,  as  the  most 
])o^verful  figures  of  rhetoric.  Hegular  armies  from 
Great  Britain.^  Hessians^  JIanoverians.,  royal  stand- 
ards erected.^  sMlful  Generals.,  legions  of  Canadians.,  and 
unnumbered  tribes  of  savages^  sivords  flaming  in  the 
front  and  rear.,  pestilence.,  desolation.,  and  famine.,  are 
all  marshalled  in  a most  dreadful  order  by  this  church 
militant  author.  But  let  us  somewhat  minutely  exam- 
ine the  picture,  and  see  \vhether,  stripj^ed  of  its  false 
colouring,  it  has  any  thing  i*eally  terrifying.  Ilis  Bev- 
erence begins  with  assuring  us,  that  there  is  no  i*oom 


THE  LEE  PAPERS. 


157 


to  doubt  l)ut  that  sucli  an  army  as  was  employed  in 
the  rednetionof  Canada  (that  is,  an  army  of  7000  men) 
would  be  more  than  snthcient  for  tlie  concpiest  of  all  the 
disaifected  American  Colonies  (which  are  in  fact,  all 
the  Colonies)  should  such  a resolution  become  necessary 
in  order  to  reduce  them  to  obedience.  For  my  own 
2)art,  1 think  there  is  very  great  reason  to  doubt  that 
7000,  even  of  the  best  troo2:>s,  are  able  to  conquer 
200,000,  of  the  most  disorderly  ])easantry  n])on  earth, 
if  they  are  animated  in  defence  of  every  thing  they 
hold  most  dear  and  saci*ed  ; and  there  is  still  greater 
reason  to  doubt  that  7000  very  indiiferent  ti*oo2)s,  com- 
posed of  the  refuse  of  an  exhausted  nation,  few  of 
whom  have  seen  action  of  any  kind,  should  be  able  to 
conquer  200,000  active  vigorous  yeomanry,  fired  with 
the  noble  ardour  we  see  prevalent  through  the  conti- 
nent, all  armed,  all  ex^^ert  in  the  use  of  arms,  almost 
from  their  cradles.  The  success  of  Quebec,  it  is  true, 
does  infinite  honour  to  the  English  arms ; the  army  was, 
I believe,  only  7 000  ; the  enemy  were  perha])s  more  than 
double,  but  16,000  men  are  not  200,000.  The  fate  of 
Canada  dej^ended  n2:)on  one  decisive  action,  but  it  is 
inq)ossible  to  calculate  hoAV  many  victories  must  be 
gained  l)efore  these  Colonies  could  be  subdued ; whereas 
a single  victory  gained  by  the  Colonies  must  decide  the 
contest  in  their  favour.  In  the  affair  of  Quebec,  there 
is  another  circumstance  to  be  considered  ; it  was  W olf e 
who  commanded,  a man  of  the  most  wonderful  talents, 
formed  to  level  all  difficulties,  to  render  the  most  des- 
l^icaljle  soldiery  almost  instantaneously  an  army  of  he- 
roes. In  short,  the  genius  of  the  man  was  so  extraor- 
dinary, the  event  was  so  extraordinary,  that  no  infer- 
ences can  be  drawn  from  it ; but  this,  without  j^re- 
sunqjtion,  may  be  asserted,  that  no  General,  now  exist- 
ing in  the  British  service,  would,  with  double  or  treble 
his  number,  have  succeeded  in  the  same  circumstances. 

One  thing  more  I must  add  in  honour  of  that  illus- 
trious i)ersonage,  that  the  same  greatness  of  soul  which 
qualified  him  to  conquer  the  natural  hereditary  enemies 
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of  liis  count ly,  would  have  made  liim  reject  wltli  lior- 
ror  tlie  Ilaiigman’s  office;  Avdiicli  others,  wlio  are  not 
endoAved  with  conquering  attributes,  wall,  with  readi- 
ness, accept. 

It  is  notorious,  that  Mr.  Wolfe  was  not  only  the  first 
of  soldiers,  but  that  he  was  a most  lil)eral  virtuous  citi- 
zen; that  he  was  passionately  attached  to  tlie  liberties 
of  Ids  country,  and  of  mankind ; and  that  he  was  par- 
ticularly an  enemy  to  large  standing  armies,  in  time  of 
peace.  It  is,  on  the  other  hand,  remarkalde,  that  all 
the  advocates  for  standing  armies,  all  those  who  are 
the  fondest  of  the  faddling  and  parade  of  wai*,  are  the 
most  active  in  avoiding  real  service. 

This  tremendous  soothsayer,  on  the  supposition,  that 
so  great  a mii'acle  should  happen  in  our  favour,  as  that 
the  trilling  body  of  500,000  men,  though  firmly  united 
(for  every  man  in  America,  firmly  united,  would  not 
amount  to  less)  should  be  able  to  withstand  his  7000, 
goes  on  to  rattle  in  our  ears  armies  of  Hessians  and 
Ilanoverians.  I wish  to  Heaven  he  had  for  once  devi- 
ated into  prol)ability  and  truth.  I wish  10,000  of 
them  could  possibly  be  transj)orted  to-morrow.  The 
purpose  they  would  answer,  is  a purpose  devoutly  to 
Ije  wished  for,  they  Avould  be  an  addition  to  this  conti- 
nent of  just  so  many  useful  and  excellent  citizens ; for 
I will  venture  to  affirm,  (affirming  is  infectious),  that 
in  less  than  four  months  not  two  of  these  10,000 
would  remain  Avith  their  Colours.  But  does  not  this 
Reverend  Gentleman  know,  that  in  the  year  1704,  a con- 
A^ention  Avas  foianed  by  most  of  the  Princes  of  the  em- 
pire, at  the  head  of  AAdiich  coiiA^ention  Avere  the  Emperor 
himself  and  the  King  of  Prussia,  to  prevent  the  alarm- 
ing emigrations  Avhich  threatened  depo2:>ulation  to  Ger- 
many ? Hoes  he  not  knoAV  that  no  troojAS  can  march 
out  of  the  Empire  Avithout  the  consent  of  the  Empe- 
ror? Hoes  he  not  knoAv  that  the  Elector  of  IlanoA^er 
and  the  Emperor  are  upon  exceeding  ill  terms?  Hoes 
he  not  knoAV  that  the  Elector  of  IlanoA^r  and  the  King 
of  Prussia  are  still  upoiiAvorse?  Is  he  sure  that  the 
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Landgrave  of  Hesse  would  sell  Ids  troops?  For,  as  not 
one  nian  Avould  return  l)ack  to  tlieir  country,  lie  must 
consider  them  as  for  ever  sold.  Is  lie  sure  that,  as  the 
fiuauces  of  Great  Britain  stand,  the  vast  sum  necessary 
for  this  })urchase  would  lie  conveniently  found?  Is  he 
sure  that  the  State  of  Hanover  ^vould  consent  to  such  a 
draining  of  their  country  ? I know  not  how  it  is  ; Imt 
his  most  excellent  Majesty  GEOBGE  the  Third,  who  in 
England  is  justly  esteemed  the  most  gracious  of  Sove- 
reigns, the  wisest,  greatest,  and  best  of  Kings,  is  not 
very  j^iopular  in  the  Electorate  of  Hanover.  These 
peo])le  seem  to  think  it  hard,  that  270,0001.  should  an- 
nually be  drawn  from  them,  for  the  purposes,  as  they 
conceive  it,  of  corrupting  the  Members  of  St.  Steidieu’s 
Chapel,  in  order  to  support  the  ]>ower  and  authority  of 
a set  of  men,  who,  from  the  beginning,  have  been  ene- 
mies to  the  succession  of  the  Hanover  line,  and  avIio 
shelved  a particular  animosity  to  their  last  and  favorite 
Prince  George  the  Second.  But  these  difficulties,  (great 
and  unsurmountal)le  as  to  a common  mortal  they  ap- 
pear,) our  divine  Exorcist  has,  in  an  instant,  conjured 
down ; and  by  a single  motion  of  his  enchanted  wand, 
has  transported  whole  armies  in  spite  of  their  respect- 
ive Princes,  and  without  the  consent  of  their  respective 
States,  from  the  interior  parts  of  Germany,  across  the 
Atlantic  into  the  plains  of  New  England  and  Pennsyl- 
vania ; but  he  does  not  confine  himself  to  the  introduc- 
tion of  his  Germans.  He  proceeds  next  to  erect  the 
Boyal  Standard,  to  which  he  tells  us,  that  all  who  have 
the  courage  to  declare  themselves  now  friends  to  gov- 
ernment, will  undoubtedly  resort;  and  these,  he  says, 
in  a good  cause,  will  be  of  themselves  formidalde  to 
their  opposers.  Dreadfully  formidable  they  must  be 
indeed  ! There  would  resort  to  it ; let  me  see,  (for  the 
respectable  town  of  Bye,  have  declared  themselves  a 
kind  of  neutrals,  rather  than  friends  to  government  f). 
there  would  resort  to  it,  Mr.  Justice  Sewell,  the  honour- 
able Mr.  Paxton,  Brigadier  Buggies,  and  about  eight 
or  ten  more  fnandarmts  Council-men,  with  perhaj^is  twice 
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tlieir  ininiljer  of  Expectants,  and  not  less  tlian  twenty 
of  tlie  nnrecanted  Hutcliinsonian  Addressers : these  tlie 
four  Provinces  of  New  England  alone  would  send  foi'th. 
Ne^v^  York  woidd  furnisli  six,  seven,  or  probably  eight 
volunteers,  from  a certain  knot,  who  are  in  possession 
or  ex2)ectation  of  contracts,  and  the  fourth  part  of  a 
dozen  of  high-flying  Church  of  England  Romanised 
Priests.  I re])resent  to  myself  the  formidable  counte- 
nance they  ^vill  make,  when  arranged  under  the  Royal 
or  ministerial  Standard;  but  what  Avill  add  to  the  terror 
of  the  appearance  will  be  their  Reverend  Pontifex  him- 
self, whom  I conceive  marching  in  the  front,  an  inquisi- 
torial frown  U2:)on  his  brow,  his  bands  and  canonicals 
floating  to  the  air,  bearing  a cross  in  his  hands,  with  the 
tremendous  motto,  in  hoc  signo  vinces^  flaming  upon  it 
in  cajjital  letters  of  Idood,  leading  them  on  and  exciting 
them  to  victory.  It  is  impossible  that  men,  who  are 
not  under  an  infatuation  by  the  judgment  of  Pleaven, 
should  flatter  themselves,  that  forty  thousand  American 
Yeomanry;  (for  we  are  assured  by  the  same  great 
authority,  that  more  than  forty  thousand  cannot  be 
brought  to  action),  should  stand  the  shock  of  this 
dreadful  Phalanx. 

But  I should  beg  joardon  for  attempting  to  be  ludi- 
crous, upon  a subject  which  demands  our  utmost  indig- 
nation. I.  shall  now,  therefore,  on  the  jjresumj^tion 
that  the  People  of  England  should  be  so  lost  to  sense, 
virtue,  and  spirit,  as  to  suffer  their  iwofligate  Mis-rulers 
to  2)ersevere  in  their  'present  measures,  endeavour  to 
state  to  you  what  is  their  force,  and  what  is  yours.  I 
shall  endeavour  to  remove  the  false  terrors  which  this 
writer  would  hold  out  in  order  to  intimidate  you  from 
the  defence  of  your  liberties  and  those  of  your  posterity, 
that  he  and  his  similars  may  wallow  in  sinecures  and 
beneflces  heaped  uj)  from  the  fruits  of  your  labour 
and  industry. 

Great  Britain  has,  I believe,  of  infantry  at  home, 
(conqu’eh ending  Ireland,  and  exclusive  of  the  guards), 
fifteen  thousand  men.  They  And  the  greatest  diflm 
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ciilty  in  keeping  the  regiments  up  to  any  tiling  near 
their  estalilishinent : what  tliey  are  alile  to  procure  are 
of  the  \\^orst  sort.  They  are  composed  of  the  most 
debanclied  Weavers  ’])rentices,  the  scum  of  the  Irish 
Ivoman  Catliolics,  who  desert  upon  every  occasion,  and 
a fe^v  S CO  tell,  who  are  not  strong  enough  to  carry 
])acks.  This  is  no  exaggeration  : tliose  who  have  lieen 
lately  at  Boston,  represent  the  soldiers  there  (one  or 
two  regiments  excepted)  as  very  defective  in  size,  and  ap* 
parentlyin  strength.  But  we  shall  lie  told  they  are  still 
regulars,  and  regulars  have  an  irresistible  advantage. 
There  is,  perhajis,  more  imposition  in  the  term  regular 
troo])S^  than  in  any  of  the  jargon  ^vdiich  issues  from  the 
mouth  of  a Quack  Doctor.  I do  not  mean  to  insinuate 
that  a d isorderly  moli  are  ecpial  to  a trained  disciplined 
body  of  men ; but  I mean,  that  all  the  essentials,  neces- 
sary to  form  infantry  for  real  service,  may  be  accpiired 
in  a few  months.'^  I mean,  that  it  is  very  possible  for 
men  to  be  clothed  in  red,  to  be  expert  in  all  the  tricks 
of  the  parade,  to  call  themselves  regular  troojis,  and 
j^et,  by  attaching  themselves  principally  or  solely  to  the 
tinsel  and  show  of  war,  be  totally  unfit  for  real  service. 
This,  I am  told,  is  a good  deal  the  case  of  the  present 
British  Infantry.  If  they  can  acquit  themselves  tolera- 
bly in  the  puerile  reviews,  exhibited  for  the  amusement 
of  royal  Masters  and  Misses  in  Hyde  Park,  or  A¥imble- 
don  Common,  it  is  sufficient. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  late  war,  some  of  the  most 
esteemed  reo:ular  re^riuients  were  sent  over  to  this 
country ; they  were  well  dressed,  they  were  well  po^v- 

* There  cannot  be  a stronger  illustration  of  the  truth  here  advanced, 
than  the  Prussian  army.  They  are  composed  of  about  one-third  of  tlie 
King's  own  subjects,  two-thirds  foreigners.  The  third  consisting  of  Ins  own 
s,ubjects  are,  when  the  exercising  season  is  over,  which  lasts  six  or  seven 
weeks,  suffered  to  return  to  their  families,  and  attend  to  the  business  of 
husbandry.  Half  of  the  other  two-thirds,  consisting  of  foreigners,  are 
not  only  permitted,  but  encouraged  to  work  at  their  trades  in  the  garrison 
tonms,  and  never  touch  a musket  for  the  rest  of  tlie  year.  So  that,  in  fact, 
only  one-third  are,  in  the  modern  language  to  be  called  regular  soldiers : 
these  generally  make  their  escape  the  first  opportunity.  It  may  be  said, 
therefore,  that  tlie  King  of  Prussia  has  gained  all  his  victories  witli  a sort 
of  militia. 
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dered,  they  were  perfect  masters  of  their  manual  exer- 
cise, tliey  fired  together  in  platoons ; but  fatal  experi- 
ence taught  us,  that  they  knew  not  how  to  fight. 
While  your  Militia  were  frecpiently  crowned  with  suc- 
cess, tliese  regulars  were  defeated  or  baified  for  three 
years  successively  in  every  part  of  the  Continent.  At 
length,  indeed,  after  repeated  losses  and  disgraces,  they 
became  excellent  troops,  but  not  until  they  had  absolutely 
forgotten  every  tiling  which,  we  are  assured,  must  render 
1‘egulars  quite  irresistable.  The  corps  sent  from  this 
country  under  General  Monkton,  was,  I believe,  for  its 
number,  one  of  tlie  ])est  armies  that  ever  was  led  to 
conquest';  and  yet,  if  I liave  been  rightly  informed, 
there  was  not  a single  regiment  of  them  that  could  go 
through  the  manual  exercise,  or,  at  best  they  performed 
•it  most  Avretchedly.  It  is  likewise  said,  that  when, 
after  their  glorious  and  rapid  conquest  of  Martinico, 
they  were  joined  by  the  spruce  regiments  from  Europe, 
such  was  their  uncouth  appearance,  that  they  were 
scarce  honoured  with  the  title  of  Soldiers  by  those  Gen- 
tlemen. Upon  the  whole,  it  is  most  certain  that  men 
may  be  smartly  dressed,  keep  their  arms  bright,  be 
called  regulars,  be  expert  in  all  the  anticks  of  a review 
and  yet  be  unfit  for  real  action.  It  is  equally  certain, 
that  a Militia,  by  confining  themselves  to  essentials,  by 
a simplification  of  the  necessary  manoeuvres,  may  be- 
come, in  a very  few  months,  a most  formidable  in- 
fantry. The  Yeomanry  of  America  have,  l)esides,  in- 
finite advantages  over  the  peasantry  of  other  countries ; 
they  are  accustomed  from  their  infancy  to  fire  arms ; 
they  are  expert  in  the  use  of  them : whereas  the  lower 
and  middle  people  of  England,  are,  by  the  tyranny  of 
certain  laws,  almost  as  ignorant  in  the  use  of  a musket, 
as  they  are  of  the  ancient  Catapulta.  The  Americans 
are  likewise,  to  a man,  skilful  in  the  management  of 
the  instruments  necessary  for  all  military  works ; such 
as  spades,  pick-axes,  hatchets,  Ac.  Taking,  therefore, 
all  circumstances  into  consideration,  tliere  will  be  no 
rashness  in  alfirming,  that  this  continent  may  have 
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formed  for  action,  in  tliree  or  four  montlis,  an  linndred 
thousand  infantry ; for  as  to  tlie  assertion  of  one 
friendly  adviser,  that  no  more  than  forty  thousand 
could  act  to  advantage^  I confess  I do  not  understand  it, 
nor  does  he,  I believe,  understand  it  himself.  If  he 
means  that  sixty  thousand  men  cannot  be  ranged  in  a 
field,  capable  of  containing  only  forty  thousand,  we 
shall  all  agree  with  him ; but  how,  in  the  operation  of 
a war,  ipion  a vast  continent,  double  this  number  should 
be  a disadvantage,  I can  have  no  conception. 

Let  one  simple  general  plan  be  adopted  for  the  for- 
mation and  subdivision  of  your  battalions ; let  them  l)e 
instructed  only  in  so  much  of  the  manual  exercise  as  to 
prevent  confusion,  and  accidents  in  loading  and  firing ; 
let  them  be  taught  to  form,  to  retreat,  to  advance,  to 
change  their  front,  to  rally  by  their  colours ; let  them 
be  taught  to  reduce  themselves  from  a line  of  fii*e  to  a 
line  of  impression,  that  is,  from  two  deep  to  four,  six, 
or  eight.  This  is  all  so  easy  and  simple,  that  it  may  be 
acquired  in  three  months.  Let  some  plan  of  this  sort 
be  adopted,  I say,  and  there  is  no  doubt  but  that,  in 
the  time  I have  prescribed,  you  may  have  an  army  on 
foot  of  seventy,  eighty,  or  an  hundred  thousand  men, 
equal  to  all  the  services  of  war. 

Should  this  be  admitted,  it  will  be  still  objected 
that  you  have  no  able  officers  to  conduct  you.  I do 
not  know  that  you  have,  but  is  it  certain  that  those 
sent  to  dragoon  you  have  better  ? I have  taken  some 
pains  to  inform  myself  what  methods  these  Gentlemen, 
said  to  be  bred  to  arms,  take  to  qualify  themselves  in  a 
superior  degree  for  the  profession.  What  is  their  rotine 
of  instruction?  Do  they  read  much?  I am' assured 
that  they  do  not.  From  books  alone  the  theory  of  war 
can  be  acquired,  and  the  English  service  in  time  of  peace, 
affords  them  no  practical  lessons ! for  mounting  guard 
once  or  twice  a week,  or  the  preparation  for  the  review 
of  a single  regiment,  can  never  be  esteemed  as  such.^‘* 

* It  is  much  to  he  lamented  that  the  gentlemen  of  the  army  do  not  apply 
more  of  the  many  leisure  hours  they  have  upon  their  liands  to  reading. 
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Anotlier  circiimstaiice,  Americans,  may  be  added 
for  3miir  comfort ; it  lias  been  allowed  by  some  of  the 
most  candid  of  tlie  regulars  themselves,  that  during  the 
last  war  upon  this  continent,  your  countrymen,  the 
provincial  Field-Officers,  were  in  general  more  under- 
standing and  capable  than  their  own  of  the  same  rank. 
But  the  history  of  the  civil  war  in  the  year  1641,  fur- 
nishes us  with  the  strongest  instances  that  excellent 
officers  may  be  soon  formed  from  Country  Gentlemen, 
Citizens,  Lawyers,  and  Farmers.  The  Parliament’s 
army,  (or,  as  our  priestly  writer  would  call  them,  the  re- 
bellious Kepublicans),  were  chiefly  composed  of  this 
class  of  men.  In  the  beginning  of  this  war,  they  were 
treated  with  the  same  affected  contempt,  and  almost  in 
the  same  oj^probrious  terms  as  you,  the  jieople  of 
America,  are  by  ^mur  friendly  and  decent  adviser. 

AYlioever  would  infer  from  the  tenure  of  these  papers, 
that  the  writer  is  desirous  of  precipitating,  or  could 
look  with  indiffierence  upon  the  calamities  of  a civil 
war,  does  him  great  injustice.  He  considers  them  with 
all  the  horror  natural  to  a feeling  man  and  honest 
citizen.  He  execrates  the  memory  of  those  men,  to 
whom  they  may  be  justly  attributed;  but  he  is  per- 
suaded that  they  never  originated,  (at  least  in  states  of 
any  considerable  extent,)  in  the  turbulent  dispositions 


The  majority  of  tliem  are  of  a generous  disposition  wliich  did  they  culti- 
vate, by  conversing  with  the  great  historians  and  orators  of  antiquity,  and 
the  more  liberal  })olitical  writers  of  our  own  country,  a standing  army 
would  be  something  less  an  object  of  jealousy  to  all  virtuous  citizens.  We 
might  perliaps  see  them,  instead  of  being  advocates  and  partizans  of  the 
present  Ministry,  a check  upon  their  wickedness.  I am  inclined  to  think 
that  few,  or  none  of  the  officers  have  condescended  to  inform  themselves 
of  the  merit  of  the  jjresent  contest.  Let  me  conjure  them,  for  once,  to  read 
coolly  and  candidly  the  whole  process ; afterwards  to  lay  their  hands  upon 
their  hearts,  and  answer,  whether  the  People  of  America  in  general,  and  of 
Boston  in  particular,  are  more  sinned  against,  or  sinning? 

Now  I am  upon  the  sulqect  of  the  Officers  of  the  Army,  I take  the  op- 
portunity of  mentioning,  witli  the  respect  due  to  liim,  one  Gentleman  of 
high  rank  amongst  them.  The  tenure  of  his  conduct  while  in  command  was 
so  liberal,  and  his  letters  quoted  in  the  House  of  Commons,  were  so  fair,  can- 
did, and  friendly  to  the  Continent  that  he  is  entitled  to  the  thanks  of 
America.  He  is  indeed  of  a country  that- owes  not  only  its  prosperity,  but 
its  existence,  to  the  same  principles,  which  actuate  America. 
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of  tlie  people,  nor  in  tlie  arts  of  demagognes,  but  in  tlie 
oppression  of  tlieir  rulers,  in  tlie  wantonness,  folly, 
pride,  or  avarice  of  Kings,  Ministers,  or  Governors. 
The  Grislers  of  Switzerland,  the  Granvels  of  Holland, 
the  Lands  and  Straff ords  of  England,  were  the  un- 
doubted authors  of  the  tragedies,  acted  in  their  respec- 
tive countries;  and  if  this  continent  shoidd  be  stained 
with  the  blood  of  a single  citizen,  it  can  never  be 
charged  to  the  unreasonable  pretensions  of  the  jDeople, 
but  to  the  Barnards,  Hutchiiisons,  and  some  other 
traitoi's  of  a similar  stamp. 

He  is  convinced,  that  being  prepared  for  a civil 
war  is  the  surest  means  of  preventing  it ; that  to  keep 
the  swords  of  your  enemies  in  their  scabbards,  you 
must  whet  your  own.  He  is  convinced,  that  remon- 
strances, petitions,  prayers,  and  supj)lications,  will  make 
no  impressions  on  our  callous  Court,  and  abandoned 
Parliament.  England,  Ireland,  America,  even  Guernsey, 
Jersey  and  Minorca,  are  witnesses  of  their  inefficacy. 
He  is  convinced,  that  fear  alone  can  operate ; there  are 
symptoms  that  it  already  begins  to  operate.  The 
monster  Tyranny  already  begins  to  pant ; press  her  no^v 
with  ardour,  and  she  is  down.  Already  the  Ministry 
have  exjiressed  in  their  letters  an  inclination  to  make 
some  concessions,  to  meet  you  half-way,  whicli,  I sup- 
pose, may  be  construed  thus,  that  as  they  find  they 
have  it  not  in  their  power  to  establish,  by  force,  the 
despotism  which  they  aimed  at,  they  shall  be  very  well 
satisfied  if  you  will  just  cede  so  much  of  your  rights 
and  privileges  as  will  enable  them,  by  extending  their 
pecuniary  inffiience,  and  sapjDing  your  virtue,  to  take 
away  the  rest  at  their  leisure. 

There  now  remains,  people  of  America,  one  con- 
sideration, which,  (however  it  may  be  taken,)  I think  it 
my  duty  to  offer.  History  tells  us,  that  the  free  states 
of  Greece,  Thebes,  Sparta,  Athens,  and  Syracuse,  were 
all,  in  their  turns,  subjugated  by  the  force  or  art  of 
tyrants.  They  almost  all,  in  their  turns,  recovered 
their  lil)erty  and  destroyed  their  tyrants.  The  first 
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act,  upon  tlie  recovery  of  their  liberty,  was  to  demolish 
those  badges  of  slavery,  citadels,  strong-holds,  and 
military  tenements ; the  Switzers  did  the  same ; the 
])eo])le  of  England,  (lost  in  corruption  and  lethargy  as 
they  are,)  could  never  be  prevailed  upon  to  suffer  bar- 
racks amongst  them;  even  the  courtly  Blackstone  is 
startled  at  the  idea.  No  separate  camps,  no  barracks, 
no  inland  fortresses,  says  he,  should  be  allowed ; in  fact, 
^vherever  barracks  are,  freedom  cannot  be  said  to  exist, 
or  she  exists  so  lamely,  as  scarcely  to  deserve  the  name. 

It  is  Avorth  your  consideration,  Americans,  whether 
these  l)adges  should  remain  or  no.  I shall  now  conclude, 
l)rave  citizens,  with  invoking  the  Almighty  God,  from 
whom  all  virtues  flow,  to  continue  you  in  that  s])irit  of 
unanimity  and  vigor  which  must  ensure  your  success, 
and  immortalize  you  through  all  ages,  as  the  champions 
and  patrons  of  the  human  race. 


[To  CoNSTAXTIXE  JoHX  PlIIPPS.] 

[1773-74.] 

My  DEAR  Phipps, 

I liave  not  for  a long  time  read  any  performance 
with  so  much  pleasure,  as  the  paragraph  in  the  public 
])apers  announcing  your  safe  return.  I congratulate 
your  country,  your  friends,  and  particularly  myself,  on 
this  happy  event.  As  I most  sincerely  love  and  honour 
you,  I should  have  been  pleased,  in  common  with  all 
mankind,  had  your  hopes  and  expectations  been  an- 
swered in  their  full  extent;  but,  as  your  individual 
friend,  I am  completely  satisfled  ; for  the  attempt  is 
sufficient  to  immortalize  you.  A young  man  of  your 
rank  and  affiuent  circumstances,  giving  up  his  ease, 
pleasure,  and  connections,  to  encounter  mountains,  and 
even  to  risk  the  taking  up  his  residence  in  the  thrilling 
regions  of  thick  ribbed  ice,  for  the  public  benefit,  would 
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have  appeared  heroic  in  any  age  or  nation  ; but  the  in- 
glorious insipid  character  of  the  present  age  heightens 
the  lustre  of  the  enterprize. 

Once  more,  my  dear  Phi2:)ps,  I congratulate  yon  and 
all  yonr  friends  on  yonr  safe  return ; and  the  honour 
which  is  yonr  due,  and  which  is  not  paid  yon  at  home, 
come  to  this  country,  where  yonr  praises  are  sung  daily ; 
but  yonr  political  parliamentary  conduct  has  the  largest 
share  of  their  panegyrick.  Their  opinion  of  your  in- 
tegrity, talents,  and  consistency,  is  very  high ; and  I 
hope  you  will  believe  that  I do  not  labour  to  weaken  it. 
By  all  that  is  sacred,  these  are  a tine  people,  liberal,  en- 
lightened, sensible  and  firm.  Yonr  Mansfields  and 
Norths  may  play  over  their  wretched  tricks,  have 
recourse  to  their  paltry  finesses,  may  bluster  and  bellow, 
but  they  will  never  be  able  to  trick  or  frighten  these 
men  out  of  their  liberties.  They  are  too  acute  and 
vigilant  for  the  former  to  avail,  and  much  too  strong 
for  the  latter.  Twelve  thousand  fresh  colonists,  half 
Germans,  half  Irish,  were  imported  this  year  into  Phila- 
deljdiia  alone,  and  not  a much  less  number  into  the 
colonies  of  Virginia  and  New-York.  The  banks  of 
Hudson’s  River,  of  the  Mohawk,  Susquehannah,  Juni- 
atta,  and  the  Ohio,  from  the  Monongahela  downwards 
thirty  miles,  which  at  the  peace  were  totally  a desert, 
are  become  one  continued  chain  of  villao^es.  Four  lars^e 
military  townships  are  immediately  to  be  established  on 
the  Missisippi.  I leave  you  to  judge,  whether  it  will 
be  easy  to  dragoon  so  numerous  a people  for  any  length 
of  time.  Ships  of  war,  it  is  true,  may  insult,  and  put 
to  inconvenience  some  of  their  capital  ports ; but  these 
teasings  and  insults  will  only  serve  to  shew  the  absur- 
dity of  your  minister’s  policy  in  a more  striking  liglit, 
by  giving  a unanimity  to  these  people  equal  to  their 
effectual  strength,  when  they  may  set  at  defiance  the 
machinations  not  only  of  an  earthly,  but  of  the  infernal 
potentate  himself  and  his  ministry.  Egregious  block- 
heads ! their  folly  increases  every  day ; no  sooner  are 
they  out  of  one  bad  scrape,  but  they  get  into  a worse. 
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This  blessed  tea  project  meets  with  a resistance  full 
as  vigorous,  though  more  regular  and  temperate  than 
the  stamp  act.  The  colonists,  one  and  all,  have  entered 
into  the  most  solemn  oblicrations  to  send  it  back  to  its 
ex])orters,  and  continue  furnisliing  themselves  from  the 
Dutch  ; so  that  by  the  ingenuity  of  our  ministry,  smug- 
gling is  rendered  an  * 


To  Robert  Morris. 

Willi amslnirg,  Jan^-  27.  1775. 

Dr  Sir, 

I received  your  letter  of  credit  on  Mr.  Inglis  for 
which  I return  you  my  hearty  thanks.  I shall  make  very 
little  use  of  it  as  I only  want  sufficient  money  to  carry  me 
to  Charles  To^vn.  I am  very  sorry  your  Province  can- 
not be  prevailed  upon  to  arm  themselves  as  I think  it 
absolutely  necessary  in  the  present  crisis  it  is  necessary 
every  way  either  the  ministry  must  recede  or  they  must 
pei'sist  if  they  recede  your  Province  Avill  incur  disgrace 
in  having  shewn  less  spirit  than  the  others  less  power- 
ful and  if  they  2:)ersist  you  will  lie  unprepared  for  the 
resistance  necessary,  Init  you  have  always  in  my  opin- 
ion been  in  pursuit  of  a chimera  absolute  unanimity 
wliicli  cannot  be  expected  in  a society  of  any  considera- 
ble extent  that  damn’d  slow  heavy  quakering  Nag  your- 
Province  is  mounted  upon  ought  be  flogg’d  and  spurr’d 
though  she  kicks  and  plunges.  If  it  had  not  been  for 
the  smart  Avhip  of  my  friend  Miffiin  I believe  she  never 
would  have  advanced  a single  inch.  Virginia  and 
JMaryland  ride  most  noble  mettled  coursers — but  to  drop 
tills  Jockey  metajJior,  they  are  a noble  spirited  people. 
Never  was  such  vigor  and  concord  heard  of — not  a sin- 
gle Traitor,  scarcely  a silent  dissentient — The  whole 
Country  is  full  of  soldiers — all  furnish’d  all  in  arms 
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I liope  Mr.  Dorcius  lias  drawn  for  tlie  money  — 
Adieu 

Sir. 

Yours 

C.  Lee 

My  respects  to  M""®  Morris 


[To  Earl  Percy.] 

My  Lord, 

AVere  your  Lordship  only  a common  Colonel  of  a 
Regiment  I certainly  should  not  have  given  myself  the 
trouble  of  writing,  nor  yon  the  trouble  of  reading  this 
letter ; but  as  you  hold  so  high  a rank,  and  one  day  will 
hold  a still  higher,  I conceive  it  will  not  be  improper  to 
address  you,  and  in  some  measure  to  apologize  for  my 
seeming  want  of  respect.  As  I have  not  waited  on  the 
General  (for  reasons  which  he  cannot  I think,  disap- 
prove) I was  not  certain  whether  you  might,  in  your 
military  capacity,  consider  my  visit  as  projDer.  But,  as 
you  are  not  merely  a soldier,  but  a citizen  of  the  first 
class  and  importance  from  your  illustrious  family  and 
fashion,  your  vast  property,  and  being  destined  by  birth 
to  be  a councillor  of  the  nation,  I think  some  explana- 
tion of  my  conduct  not  only  2:)roper,  but  necessary,  and 
I flatter  myself  that,  some  time  or  other,  your  Lordship 
will  not  sinijjly  ap2)rove  my  conduct,  but  become  a friend 
to  the  same  cause.  My  Lord,  I will  venture  to  say  that 
it  is  the  cause  of  Great  Britain  as  well  as  of  America; 
it  is  the  cause  of  mankind.  AYere  the  principle  of  tax- 
ing America  without  their  consent  admitted  Great  Brit- 
ain would  that  instant  be  ruined,  the  jDecuniary  influ- 
ence of  the  Crown,  and  the  army  of  j)lacemen  and  pen- 
sioners would  be  so  increased  that  all  opposition  to  the 
most  iniquitous  measures  of  the  most  iniquitous  minis- 
ters would  be  forever  borne  down.  A^our  Lordshi}:)  I 
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am  sure  must  ])e  sensible  tliat  this  pecuniary  influence 
is  already  enormously  too  great,  and  that  a very  wicked 
use  is  made  of  it.  On  these  principles  every  good  Eng- 
lishmen (abstract  of  any  particular  regard  for  America) 
must  oppose  her  ])eing  taxed  by  tlie  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain,  or  more  properl}^  by  the  first  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury, for  in  fact  the  Parliament  and  Treasury  ha\'e  of 
late  years  been  one  and  the  same  thing.  But  my  Lord,  I 
have  l)esides  a very  jDarticular  regard  for  America : I 
^vas  long  among  them,  and  know  them  to  be  the  most 
loyal,  atfectionate,  zealous  subjects  of  the  whole  empire. 
Gen.  Gasre  himself  must  acknowledore  the  truth  of  what 
I advance.  He  was  witness  through  the  course  of  the 
last  war,  of  their  zeal  their  ardour,  their  enthusiasm  for 
whatever  concerned  the  welfare  the  interest  and  the  honor 
of  the  mother  country.  When  I see  therefore  the  ex- 
tremes of  calamities  atttempted  to  be  brought  down 
upon  such  a people,  by  the  intrigues  of  such  a couple 
of  scoundrels  as  Bernard  and  Hutchinson ; when  I see 
a minister  violent  and  tyrannical  like  North,  mowing 
down  whole  communities,  merely  to  indulge  his  heredi- 
tary hatred  of  liberty,  and  those  who  are  attached  to 
her,  I think  it  the  duty  of  every  honest  man  and  friend 
to  humanity  to  exert  his  utmost  to  defeat  the’ diabolical 
purpose.  That  these  people  have  been  totally  misrep- 
resented at  home,  that  they  have  been  most  unjustly 
and  cruelly  treated,  your  Lordship  will,  I make  no  doubt, 
be  sooner  or  later  convinced.  But  as,  from  your  pres- 
ent situation,  and  many  circumstances,  you  will  not 
probably  fall  into  the  way  of  truth  so  soon  as  I could 
wish,  I beg  leave  to  recommend  to  your  perusal  a sort 
of  pamphlet,  lately  sent  from  England ; it  is  entitled, 
A true  state  of  the  proceedings  in  the  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain,  and  in  the  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay.” 

M"" will  furnish  your  Lordship  with  it,  if  you 

will  make  use  of  my  name.  It  is  a fair  and  candid 
relation  of  tlie  whole  process  from  the  beginning  to  the 
end.  AVhen  your  Lordship  has  read  it,  you  will  be 
struck  with  compassion  and  horror,  and  I have  great 
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lio])es  will  l)ecome  not  a less  warm  (but  more  powei-fiil) 
friend  to  this  much  injured  country  than  myself.  I 
take  the  liberty  of  recommending  tliis  method  to  your 
Lordship,  as  it  is  impossible  you  should  gather  anything 
but  misinformation  from  the  men  who,  I find  surround 
Head  Quarters.  The  Sewels  and  Paxtons  are  not  only 
interested  to  misrepresent  and  calumniate,  but  to  exter- 
minate their  country ; there  is  no  medium,  their  Country 
must  ])erish,  or  they  meet  with  the  desert  of  impious 
parricides.  It  was  the  misfortune  of  Gen.  Gage  from 
the  beginning  to  fall  into  such  hands  as  these ; had  he 
not  been  deluded  by  men  of  this  stamp,  we  should  never 
have  seen  him  acting  in  a capacity  so  incompatible  with 
the  excellence  of  his  natural  disposition.  I must  now 
my  Loi*d  entreat  that  as  fools  and  knaves  will,  from 
misunderstanding  and  malice,  probably  disfigure  my 
conduct,  you  will  not  suffer  them  to  make  any  wrong 
impressions,  that  you  will  be  persuaded  I act  not  from 
any  pique  and  disappointment  (which  I conclude  will 
be  insinuated)  but  from  principle.  I think  my  Lord 
an  English  soldier  owes  a very  great  degree  of  reverence 
to  the  King  as  first  magistrate,  and  third  branch  of  the 
legislature,  called  to  this  mighty  station  by  the  voice  of 
the  peo23le;  but  I think  he  owes  still  a greater  degree 
of  reverence  to  the  rights  and  liberties  of  his  Country. 
I think  his  country  is  every  part  of  the  Empire ; that 
in  whatever  part  of  the  empire  a flagitious  minister 
manifestly  invades  these  rights  and  privileges,  whether 
in  Great  Britain,  Ireland  or  America,  every  English- 
man (soldier  or  not  soldier)  ought  to  consider  their 
cause  as  his  own : And  that  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
this  country  are  invaded  every  man  must  see  who  has 
eyes,  and  is  not  determined  to  keep  them  shut.  These 
my  Lord,  are  my  principles;  from  these,  I swear  by  all 
that  is  sacred  and  tremendous,  I purely  and  solely  act ; 
and  these  I hope  will  rather  serve  than  prejudice  me  in 
your  Lordshi])’s  opinion.  I flatter  myself  still  farther : 
I flatter  myself  that  you  my  Lord,  before  it  is  long,  will 
ado])t  them;  that  you  will  at  least  in  your  letters  to 
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your  father  (whom  I have  always  been  taught  to  esteem 
as  an  honest  man  and  a friend  to  humanity)  endeavor 
to  undeceive  the  j)eople  at  liome. 

If  the  delusion  is  too  strong  I can  venture  to  affirm, 
that  you  will  feel  some  consolation  amidst  the  calami- 
ties ready  to  fall  upon  your  country  in  the  reflection 
that  you  had  attempted  to  avert  them.  I shall  now 
finish  ihy  Lord,  entreating  that  if  anything  appears  im- 
pertinent, either  in  the  matter  or  length  of  this  letter, 
you  will  attribute  it  to  an  intemperate  zeal  in  an  honest 
cause,  and  that  you  will  be  assured  I should  not  have 
addressed  it  to  a man  of  whom  I entertained  an  unfa- 
vorable opinion."^' 


To  THE  GeETLEMEN  OF  THE  PROVINCIAL  CoNGRESS 
OF  Virginia. 

Tlie  addresses  presented  to  their  lieutenant  governor 
by  the  Council,  and  eleven  polluted  meml)ers  of  the 
Assemldy  of  New  York,  are,  to  every  sensible  thinking 
Ameiican,  of  infinitely  a more  alarming  nature,  than  the 
threats  of  the  minister,  tlie  hrutum  fvlmen  of  the  king’s 
speech,)  which  the  minister  has  publicly  avowed  to  be 
his  own  composition,!  or  the  eclioing  back  this  speech  by 
a hireling  majority  of  the  peers  to  their  paymaster; 
for  as  long  as  a spirit  of  union  subsists  through  this 
continent;  and  as  long  as  tlie  people  at  home  have 
reason  to  think  that  this  spirit  does  subsist ; these 

* The  foregoing  letter  was  printed  by  Rivington  : March  9,  1775,  with 
this  prefatory  note  : — “ The  following  letter  is  said  to  liave  been  wiitten 
and  sent  l)y  General  Lee,  in  the  service  of  the  King  of  Poland,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  upon  lialf  pay  in  that  of  his  Majesty  King  George  the  third, 
to  the  Right  Hon.  Earl  Percy,  Son  of  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Northumber- 
land and  Col.  of  the  5th  Regiment,  now  at  Boston.” 

t The  affected  friends  to  Government  often  complain,  that  his  Majesty 
is  not  treated  with  the  respect  due  to  his  cliaracter  and  station;  but  it  ap- 
pears to  me,  that  a minister’s  declaring  in  an  open  senate,  that  the  speech 
from  the  throne  is  not  the  king’s,  but  his  own,  is  going  beyond  disrespect: 
It  is  a most  outrageous  insult ; it  is  representing  his  Majesty  as  a mere  pup- 
pet, that  squeaks  just  as  the  prompter  breathes. 
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threats  of  the  minister,  although  vibrated  from  the 
sounding  board  of  the  throne,  and  the  echoing  it  back 
by  a hired  chorus  of  peers,  must  cast  more  ridicule  up- 
on those  ])y  whom  they  are  uttered  than  give  terror  to 
those  at  whom  they  are  levelled.  But  the  suspicion  or 
re])ort  of  any  defection  amongst  ourselves,  is  a matter 
of  most  serious  concern;  it  behoves  you,  therefore, 
gentlemen,  it  behoves  every  Provincial  Congress  of  the 
continent,  to  consider  immediately  of  some  effectual 
means  to  prevent  the  mischievous  consequences,  intend- 
ed by  these  abandoned  and  senseless  men.  Plave  we 
then  formed  a general  association  of  our  j)i’ovinces  ? 
Have  we  pledged  ourselves  to  each  other,  to  our  j^os- 
terity,  to  mankind  ? Have  we  made  so  great,  tempo- 
rary at  least,  sacrifices  in  the  glorious  cause  of  liberty  ? 
Have  ^v^e  confounded  our  enemies  by  a sti*ain  of  virtue, 
scarcely  credible  in  these  modern  ages,  and  with  a spirit 
of  harmony  that  has  suiq3assed  the  most  sanguine  ex- 
pectation ? Have  we  acted  this  noble  part  ? And 
shall  the  council,  and  eleven  contemptible  Assembly- 
men  of  New  York,  attempt  to  render  all  we  have  done 
abortive  ? Contemptible  in  all  respects,  in  numbers,  in 
understanding,  in  knowledge,  and  in  principles  ! For 
what  other  tendency  can  their  addresses  to  their  lieu- 
tenant governor  possibly  have,  but  to  counteract  the 
resolves  of  the  Congress,  and  render  everything  you 
have  done,  abortive  'i  These  compositions  of  pusillan- 
imity, abject  servility,  and  disgusting  folly  amount 
simj)ly  to  this  : That  the  utmost  exertion  of  this  'united 
continent^  consisting  of  half  a million  of  fighting  men^ 
can  have  no  effect ; that  all  the  resistance^  C'ivil  or  mili- 
tary^ which  they  can  make^  must  he  in  vain ; hut  that 
redress  alone  must  he  souglf  and  can  he  exg^ected from 
the  magnanimity  of  the  British  nation^  and  the  known 
goodness  and  virtue  of  the  King.  Gracious  Heaven  ! 
grant  us  patience  to  be  told,  that  we  are  to  expect  any 
thing  from  the  magnanimity  of  a people  who,  for 
twelve  years  successively,  have  suffered  themselves  to 
be  insulted,  disgraced,  trampled  upon,  plundered  and 
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l)ntcliered  with  impunity ! Or  to  be  told,  that  Ave  are 
to  look  up  to  the  goodness  and  Aurtue  of  a king,  A\dio 
for  the  same  number  of  years  has  been  influenced  to 
make  incessant  Avar  upon  the  property,  rights,  privi- 
leges, laAvs,  honour,  and  integrity  of  his  people,  in  eA^ery 
part  of  the  Empire,  is  enough  to  drive  moderation 
itself  into  violence. 

But,  continue  these  admirable  senators,  lohat  opens 
still  a surer  prospect  of  redress  is,  that  his  excellency 
governor  Try  on  is  now  near  the  throne ; so  it  seems, 
that  AAdiat  the  petitions,  supplications,  remonstrances  of 
the  Avhole  colonies,  of  the  city  of  London,  of  the  great 
commercial  toAvns,  of  the  leading  counties  of  England, 
A\diat  the  voice  of  policy,  reason,  justice,  and  humanity, 
could  not  affect.  Colonel  Tryon’s  being  in  England  Avill 
accomplish. 

I knoAV  not  AAdiether  this  Colonel  Try  on  is  a man  of 
so  extraordinary  talents,  eloquence,  and  influence,  as  to 
AA^ork  these  mighty  miracles  : I neA^er  understood  that 
he  Avas ; but  I am  sure,  if  he  has  common  sense,  and 
any  manly  feelings,  he  cannot  help  being  someAvhat 
disgusted,  at  this  ill-timed  impertinent  flattery;  and 
that  he  must  conceive  the  greatest  contempt  for  the 
parasites  who,  regardless  of  the  most  important  con- 
cerns of  their  country  and  humanity,  and  at  the  A^ery 
crisis  Avhicli  is  to  determine  whether  themselves  andj 
their  posterity  are  to  he  freemen  or  slaves^  could  step 
out  of  their  Avay  to  offer  up  incense  to  an  unimportant 
individual.  It  may  be  said,  this  is  all  declamation  ; it 
may  be  so,  but  it  is  a declamation  Avhich  an  honest  zeal 
in  the  public  cause  has  forced  me  into.  It  is  now  time, 
gentlemen,  to  devise  some  means  of  putting  a stop  to 
this  cancer  before  it  spreads  to  any  dangerous  degree. 
You,  gentlemen,  of  Virginia,  and  your  neighbours  of 
Maryland,  have  perhaps  these  means  in  your  hands.  I 
would  pro])ose  then,  that  after  a spirited  manifesto  ex- 
pressing your  abhorrence  of  the  council,*  and  prosti- 

* I cannot  persuade  myself  that  the  council  were  unanimous  in  this  in- 
famous address ; there  are  individuals  amongst  them  known  of  proljity, 
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tiite  eleven  of  New  York,  you  should  proceed  to  punish 
the  individuals  of  this  wicked  junto  who  are  in  your 
power.  Some  of  them  have  great  contracts  for  wheat, 
and  co]'u  in  these  provinces,  from  Norfolk,  Alexandria, 
Chester,  Baltimore,  and  other  parts.  They  export  pro- 
digious quantities,  and  enrich  themselves  considerably 
by  this  commerce.  I would  propose,  that  all  com- 
merce witli  these  assassins  should  ])e  laid  immetliately 
under  an  interdict ; tliat  not  a single  ship  belonging  to 
a counsellor  of  New- York,  unless  he  purges  himself  by 
oath  from  having  consented  to  the  address,  or  of  one 
of  the  prostitute  eleven,  should  be  furnished  with  a 
freight  within  the  capes  Henry  or  Charles  ; and  I have 
that  opinion  of  the  virtue  of  these  provinces,  to  think 
your  injunctions  would  be  efficacious.  But  here  I must 
beg  leave  to  pause  for  an  instant,  and  ask  pardon  of 
the  public  for  my  apparent  presumption.  An  individ- 
ual who  offers  his  thoughts  to  so  respectable  a body, 
as  a congress,  delegated  by  the  voice  of  a whole  people, 
has  certainly  the  air  of  jDresumption.  It  is  in  some 
measure  attributing  to  himself  superior  lights  and  abil- 
ities f but,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  allowed,  that  an 
individual  has  frequently  been  fortunate  enough  to 
chalk  out  lines  in  which  the  most  sagacious  and  respec- 
table bodies  have  not  disdained  to  walk.  If  his  pro- 
posals, or  hints,  be  weak  and  absurd,  they  will  natu- 
rally be  laughed  at ; but  if  his  intentions  be  honest,  the 
consciousness  of  having  acted  from  motives  of  recti- 
tude, and  the  love  of  his  country,  will  sufficiently  com- 
pensate for  any  ridicule  which  his  scheme  can  incur. 
I would  therefore  wish,  that  what  I offer  should  rather 
be  understood  as  hints  than  advice.  If  these  hints  are 
attended  to,  I shall  reap  no  personal  glory ; if  they  are 
despised,  I shall  be  no  personal  sufferer,  as  my  name 
will  probably  never  be  known.  But  to  proceed  with 
my  proposals,  or  hints,  in  which  latter  light  I am  most 

sense,  and  patriotism.  But  these  gentlemen,  so  far  from  objecting  to  the 
obligation  of  purging  themselves  by  oath  of  having  any  share  of  the  guilt, 
will  rejoice  in  the  opportunity  of  acquitting  themselves. 
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desirous  they  sliould  be  considered,  I could  wish,  to  the 
above-mentioned  manifesto,  was  subjoined,  the  warm- 
est letter  of  thanks  to  the  virtuous  ten  of  the  Assembly 
of  New- York,  for  their  endeavours  to  stem  the  profli- 
gacy and  wickedness  of  tlie  majority,  and  for  the  noble 
part  tliey  have  acted  as  true  Americans  and  excellent 
citizens ; that  another  address,  no  less  warm,  should 
be  2)resented  to  the  gentlemen  and  2:)eo2fle  of  New-York 
at  large,  expressing  your  opinion  of  their  honesty  and 
jiublic  sj)irit,  and  lamenting  their  jieculiar  circum- 
stances ; wliich,  to  those  who  are  strangers  to  these  cir- 
cumstances, may  inculcate  a belief  that  they  alone  are 
exce])tions  to  the  character  of  joatriotism,  which  the 
Americans  are  now  indisjnitably  entitled  to.  But  above 
all,  I could  wish  that  it  were  recommended  to  every 
province  of  the  continent,  more  2:)articularly  to  their 
immediate  neighbours  of  Pennsylvania,  the  Jersies,  and 
Connecticut,  not  to  suffer  one  of  this  depraved  unde- 
cemvirate  to  set  his  foot  on  their  territories,  until  he 
invokes  the  forgiveness  of  his  country,  and  solemnly 
engages,  that  his  future  life  shall  be  employed  in  making 
coni2)ensation  for  his  23resent  conduct,  of  so  ob\dously 
a mischievous  tendency.  The  e2)ithets  prostitute,  ]3rof- 
ligate,  Ac.  which  I have  so  freely  made  use  of,  may 
])robably  a23])ear  illiberal  ; but,  when  we  consider  the 
mischievous  consequences  which  the  conduct  of  these 
Council  and  Assembly-men  of  New- York  are  fraught 
with,  it  must  be  allowed,  that  no  language  can  furnish 
op])robrious  terms  adequate  to  their  delinquency.  I 
am  far  indeed  from  a]32)rehending  that  their  weight 
and  influence  are  sufficient  to  shake  the  virtue  of  the 
continent,  or  occasion  any  defection.  I do  not  believe 
that  an  individual,  much  less  a set  of  men,  will  be 
found  who  will  be  stupid  and  wicked  enough  to  tread 
in  their  steps ; the  infamous  * of  Philadelphia,  and 
a small  perverse  drivelling  knot  of  Quakers,  who  form 
his  Senate  and  Court  excepted. 

Tliis  Worthy  fixed  his  residence  at  New- York,  with 
the  professed  intention  of  working,  with  some  congenial 
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S])u*its  in  that  city,  towards  the  ruin  of  the  wliole  falnlc 
wdiich  the  Congress  had  been  raising.  Indeed,  it  is 
most  ])rol)able,  that  he  was  the  principal  compilei*,  if 
not  the  dictator,  of  these  wretched  addresses.  The 
style  and  sentiments  are  certainly  his : the  same  mist, 
fog,  and  darkness,  whicli  overcast  all  his  productions, 
envelope  these  addresses ; and  the  same  narrow,  crook- 
ed politics,  low  cunning,  malignancy,  and  treachery,  dis- 
coverable through  the  mist,  fog,  and  ol)scurity  of  all  his 
works  and  actions,  betray  themselves  in  these  addresses. 

It  may  now  be  asked,  as  I have  represented  the  cha- 
racter, weight  and  credit  of  these  eleven  Asseml)ly-men, 
of  the  majority  of  the  Council  of  New- York,  and  their 
Philadelphian  coadjutor,  or,  more  properly,  dictator,  in 
so  despicable  a light,  wherefore  should  I sound  the 
alarm?  What  mischiefs  can  possibly  result  from  the 
utmost  such  men  can  do  ? I answer,  that  although  they 
can  neither  occasion  any  defection,  nor  present  the  least 
prospect  of  success  to  the  enemies  of  America,  and  liber- 
ty, they  can  do  very  considerable  mischief : they  can 
procrastinate  the  issue;  they  can,  and  most  })robably 
will,  prolong  the  inconveniences  which  we  must,  more 
or  less,  feel  during  the  contest.  There  is  nothing  more 
certain  than  that  the  ministry  have  proceeded  to  the 
enormous  lengths  they  have  done  upon  the  presumption, 
that  the  attacks  upon  Boston  W'onld  not  have  been  taken 
up  by  the  other  provinces  as  the  cause  of  the  wdiole.'^ 
There  is,  therefore,  nothing  more  ceidain,  than  that  the 
appearance  of  our  firmness  and  unanimity,  must  soon 
have  overthrown  them,  or  forced  them  into  a total 
change  of  measures ; but  the  least  ap])earance,  that  this 
firmness  and  unanimity  no  longer  subsists,  will  encou- 
rage them  to  persist,  and  will  ena])le  them  to  keep  their 
ground  some  time  longer.  These  addresses  of  New- 
York  wdll  give  this  appearance;  so  that  wdiatever  the 
gentlemen,  the  merchants,  the  tradesmen,  the  mechanics, 

* Tliat  this  is  the  principle  they  acted  upon,  is  now  put  out  of  dispute 
by  the  conduct  of  Lord  North  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  some 
speeches  directed  to  him. 

12 


178 


THE  LEE  PAPERS. 


and  the  people  of  America  at  large,  siifPer  from  the  pro- 
longation of  the  contest,  whatever  shall  be  added  to  the 
disti*esses  and  Imrden  of  the  people  at  home,  wliatever 
shall  further  impair  tlie  commerce,  strength,  credit,  and 
re2)utation  of  tlie  mother  country,  and  bring  her  still 
nearer  to  total  bankru])tcy  and  iTiin ; A\diatever  shall  far- 
ther alienate  the  affections  of  the  child  from  the  jiarent, 
may  justly  l)e  im]mted  to  this  abject  Council  and  eleven 
])rostitute  Assemblymen  of  New-York. 


From  Gouverxeur  Morris. 

[New  York,  May  1775.] 

Dear  Gex^ 

StuUi  ill  contraria  ruiint.  The  truth  of  this  maxim 
is  exemplified  by  every  Day’s  Experience  but  in  no  in- 
stance more  clearly  than  the  Behaviour  of  some  of  my 
Fellow  Citizens.  Not  one  month  ago  and  Whiggism 
was  branded  with  Infamy.  Now  each  j^e^’son  strives 
to  shew  the  Excess  of  his  zeal  by  the  madness  of  his 
actions.  The  British  Court  shall  soon  liehold  its  warm- 
est Advocates  driven  from  their  Country  miseralde  Ex- 
iles. This  may  produce  good  eifects.  But  other  mat- 
ters now  Avarmly  agitated  are  rejilete  with  Mischief. 
Among  other  things  Bivington  is  jilaced  in  the  woful 
Dilemma  to  fly  hence  into  Bankruiitcy  or  l)ecome  a Vic- 
tim at  the  altar  of  po])ular  vengeance.  I venture  to 
2)redicate  the  consequence  of  these  2ii’oceedings.  Pity, 
which  however  it  may  be  overcome  is  never  totally  lian- 
ish’d  from  the  human  heart — Pity  will  at  length  re- 
sume her  seat — -she  will  usuiq)  upon  Beason  and  sit  in 
Judgment.  Many  advocates  will  arise  to  agitate  ])oli- 
tical  Questions  before  such  2)aithil  Judicature.  Is  it 
not  to  lie  ex2iected  that  o2)inions  which  have  taught 
men  to  2irosecute  even  to  the  Death  will  be  dee2)ly  1*021- 
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rotated  in  tliat  Court.  SfuUi  in  confraria  ruunt.  Pop- 
ular wrath  is  a luiglity  Torrent,  which  oj)posed,  rages  ; 
sufter  it  to  take  its  course,  it  flows  away,  divides,  evap- 
o]*ates.  IIow  essential  it  is  to  this  0])2:>i*ess’d  Country 
that  all  its  Inhabitants  shon’d  be  animated  with  e(pial 
ardour — Your  good  Judgment  will  instantly  suggest 
with  a thousand  other  oljservations  tending  to  the  Point 
my  letter  is  intended  for. 

You  will  oblige  me  then  if  in  tlie  Circle  of  your  ac- 
quaintance you  endeavour  to  prevent  any  mischievous 
llesolutions  against  this  unfortunate  Printer,  wlio  is 
now  I veiily  believe  a sincere  Penitent.  I plead  the 
cause  of  Humanity  to  a Gentleman,  and  one  too,  whom 
I take  on  me  to  address  Avith  the  assurance  that 

I am  sir 

Your  Friend 

Gouv : Moupjs. 

P.  S. — AYhen  you  see  Mr.  Penn  present  to  him  my 
hearty  good  Avishes — tell  him  that  I interest  myself 
in  his  Weal  and  Woe. 


To  General  Lee,  Philadel2)hia. 


To  PI 0 PATIO  Gates. 

Philadelphia  May  ye  13*^  11775.1 

My  Dr  Gates 

I have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you,  that  I can  pro- 
cure at  least  2o()Oj0  and  believe  more  for  the  jiurchase 
— it  may  l)e  had  immediately — so  you  may  survey  and 
take  all  the  necessary  steps  Avithout  loss  of  time — let 
me  hear  from  you  immediately — as  the  jjost  is  just 
going  out  I can  send  you  no  iioaa  s — I haA^e  throAv  ii  here 
tile  Troops  into  tAvo  compleat  Battalions  and  a half  of 
light  Infantry  there  are  three  good  companies — I Avill 
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write  you  a long  letter  by  Tuesday — adieu,  my  D”" 
Friend 

C Lee 

My  love  to  youi’  gouvernant  and  Bob. 


To  Horatio  Gates. 

Pliila.  May  ye  20^^ 

]\Iy  Dr.  Gates, 

The  inclosed  was  given  me  by  Mr.  Henry  as  neces- 
sary ])re2)aratory  to  the  purchase.  You  will  be  so 
good  as  to  proceed  in  consequence  or  employ  some 
Lawyer — next  i>ost  you  shall  have  a long  letter  of  news 
— till  then  adieu,  my  Dr  Friend 

C.  Lee 

it  wou’d  1)6  foolish  to  write  to  day  the  Congress 
v^ill  settle  all  by  Tuesday  then  a letter  may  be  worth 
receiving 


To  General  Burgoyne. 

Philadeljdiia,  June  7,  1775. 

My  dear  Sir, 

We  have  had  Gventy  dilferent  accounts  of  your  ar- 
rival at  Boston,  which  have  been  regularly  contradicted 
the  next  morning;  but  as  I now  find  it  certain  that  you 
are  arrived,  I shall  not  delay  a single  instant  addressing 
myself  to  you.  It  is  a duty  I owe  to  the  friendship  I 
have  long  and  sincerely  professed  for  you  ; a friendship 
to  which  you  liave  the  strongest  claims  fi*om  the  first  mo- 
nieiit  of  our  acquaintance.  There  is  no  man  from  whom 
I have  received  so  many  testimonies  of  esteem  and  affec- 
tion; there  is  no  man  whose  esteem  and  affection  could, 
in  my  opinion,  have  done  me  greater  honour.  I intreat 
and  conjure  you,  therefore,  my  dear  Sir,  to  impute  these 
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lines,  not  to  a petulant  itcli  of  scribbling,  but  to  the  most 
unfeigned  solicitude  for  the  future  tranquillity  of  your 
mind,  and  for  your  reputation.  I sincerely  lament  the 
infatuation  of  the  times,  when  men  of  such  a stamp  as 
Mr.  Bnrgoyne  and  Mr.  Howe  can  be  seduced  into  so 
impious  and  nefarious  a service  by  the  artifice  of  a 
wicked  and  insidious  court  and  cabinet.  You  cannot 
but  recollect  their  manoeuvres  in  your  own  select  com- 
mittee, and  the  treatment  yourself  as  president  received 
from  these  abandoned  men.  You  cannot  Imt  recollect 
the  black  business  of  St.  Vincents,  by  an  opposition  to 
which  you  acquired  the  highest  and  most  deserved  hon- 
oui*.  I shall  not  trouble  yon  with  my  opinion  of  the 
light  of  taxing  America  without  her  own  consent,  as  I 
am  afraid  from  what  I have  seen  of  your  speeches,  that 
you  have  already  formed  your  creed  on  this  article  ; but 
I will  boldly  affirm,  had  this  right  been  established  by 
a thousand  statutes,  had  America  admitted  it  from  time 
immemorial,  it  would  be  the  duty  of  every  good  Eng- 
lishman to  exert  his  utmost  to  divest  parliament  of  this 
right,  as  it  must  inevitaldy  work  the  subversion  of  the 
whole  empire.  The  malady  under  which  the  State 
labours,  is  indisputably  derived  from  the  inadequate 
representation  of  the  subject,  and  the  vast  pecuniary 
influence  of  the  Crown. 

To  add  to  this  pecuniary  influence  and  incompetency 
of  representation,  is  to  insure  and  precipitate  our  de- 
struction. To  wish  any  addition,  can  scarcely  enter  the 
heart  of  a citizen  who  has  the  least  spark  of  pulilic  vir- 
tue, and  who  is  at  the  same  time  capable  of  seeing  con- 
sequences the  most  immediate.  I appeal,  Sii*,  to  your 
own  conscience,  to  your  experience  and  knowledge 
of  our  court  and  parliament,  and  I request  you  to  lay 
your  hand  upon  your  heart,  and  then  answer  with  your 
usual  integrity  and  frankness,  whether,  on  the  supposi- 
tion America  should  be  abject  enough  to  submit  to  the 
terms  imposed,  you  think  a single  guinea  raised  upon 
her  would  be  applied  to  the  purpose,  (as  it  is  ostentatious- 
ly held  out  to  deceive  the  people  at  home,)  of  easing  the 
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mother  country?  Or  whether  you  are  not  convinced 
that  tlie  wliole  they  could  extract,  would  be  applied 
solely  to  kee])  up  still  further  the  enormous  fund  for  cor- 
ru])tion  which  the  Crown  already  possesses,  and  of  which 
a most  diabolical  use  is  made.  On  these  principles,  I 
say.  Sir,  every  good  Englishman,  al)stracted  of  all  regard 
for  America,  must  o])pose  her  being  taxed  l)y  the  Brit- 
ish ])arliament ; for  my  o^vn  part,  I am  convinced  that 
no  argument,  (not  totally  al)horrent  from  the  spirit  of 
lil)erty,  and  the  British  constitution,)  can  be  jDroduced 
in  support  of  this  right.  But  it  would  be  impertinent 
to  troul)le  you  upon  a subject  which  has  been  so  amply, 
and,  in  my  opinion,  so  fully  discussed.  I find  hj  a 
S})eech  given  as  yours  in  the  public  ])apers,  that  it  was 
by  the  King’s  positive  command  you  emliarked  in  this 
service.  I am  somewhat  pleased  that  it  is  not  an  office 
of  your  o^vn  seeking,  though,  at  the  same  time,  I must 
confess  that  it  is  very  alarming  to  every  viiduous  citi- 
zen, when  he  sees  men  of  sense  and  integrity,  (because 
of  a certain  profession,)  lay  it  down  as  a rule  implicitly 
to  otiey  the  mandates  of  a court,  be  they  ever  so  flagi- 
tious. It  furnishes,  in  my  opinion,  the  best  argument 
for  the  total  reduction  of  the  army.  But  I am  running 
into  a tedious  essay,  whereas  I ought  to  conflne  myself 
to  the  main  design  and  purpose  of  this  letter,  which  is 
to  guard  you  and  your  colleagues  from  those  prejudices 
wliich  the  same  miscreants,  who  have  infatuated  Gene- 
ral Gage  and  still  surround  him,  will  labour  to  instil  into 
you  against  a lirave,  loyal,  and  most  deserving  people. 
The  avenues  of  truth  will  be  shut  up  to  you.  I assert. 
Sir,  that  even  General  Gage  will  deceive  you,  as  he  has 
deceived  liimself ; I do  not  say  he  will  do  it  designedly  ; 
I do  not  think  him  capable : But  his  mind  is  so  totally 
])oisoned,  and  his  understanding  so  totally  blinded  by 
the  society  of  fools  and  knaves,  that  he  no  longer  is 
ca])al)le  of  discerning  facts  as  manifest  as  the  noon  day 
sun.  I assert.  Sir,  that  his  letters  to  the  ministry,  (at 
least,  sucli  as  the  public  have  seen,)  are  one  continued 
tissue  of  misrepresentation,  injustice,  and  tortured  infer- 
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eiices  from  mistated  facts.  I affirm,  Sir,  tliat  lie  lias 
taken  no  pains  to  inform  liimself  of  the  truth ; that  he 
has  never  conversed  with  a man  who  has  had  the  cour- 
age or  honesty  to  tell  him  the  truth.  I am  ap])rehen- 
sive  that  yon  and  yonr  colleagues  may  fall  into  the  same 
tra.}),  and  it  is  the  apprehension  that  yon  may  be  incon- 
siderately hurried  by  the  vigour  and  activity  yon  ])os- 
sess  into  measures  which  may  be  fatal  to  many  innocent 
individuals,  may  hereafter  wound  your  own  feelings, 
and  which  cannot  possibly  serve  the  cause  of  those  ^vho 
sent  you,  that  has  prompted  me  to  address  these  lines 
to  you.  I most  devoutly  wish,  that  your  industry, 
valour  and  military  talents,  may  be  reserved  for  a more 
honourable  and  virtuous  service,  against  the  natural 
enemies  of  your  country,  (to  whom  our  Court  are  so 
basely  complacent,)  and  not  be  wasted  in  ineffectual 
attempts  to  reduce  to  the  wretchedest  state  of  servitude 
the  most  meritorious  part  of  your  fello^v  subjects.  I 
say.  Sir,  that  any  attempts  to  accomplish  this  purpose 
must  be  ineffiectnal.  You  cannot  possibly  succeed.  No 
man  is  better  acquainted  with  the  state  of  this  continent 
than  myself.  I have  ran  through  almost  the  ^vhole  col- 
onies from  the  North  to  the  South,  and  from  the  South 
to  the  North.  I have  conversed  with  all  orders  of  men, 
from  the  first  estated  gentlemen,  to  the  lowest  planters 
and  farmers,  and  can  assure  you  that  the  same  s})irit 
animates  the  whole.  Not  less  than  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  gentlemen,  yeomen,  and  farmers,  are  now 
in  arms,  determined  to  preserve  their  liberties  or  perish. 
As  to  the  idea  that  the  Americans  are  deficient  in  cour- 
age, it  is  too  ridiculous  and  glaringly  false  to  deserve  a 
serious  refutation.  I never  could  conceive  upon  what 
this  notion  was  founded.  I served  several  campaigns 
in  America  the  last  war,  and  cannot  lecollect  a single 
instance  of  ill  behaviour  in  the  provincials,  where  the 
regulars  acquitted  themselves  well.  Indeed  we  Avell 
renienil)er  some  instances  of  the  reverse,  j^nrticularly 
where  Colonel  Grant,  (he  who  lately  pledged  himself 
for  the  general  cowardice  of  America,)  ran  aivay  with 
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a large  body  of  liis  o^vn  regiment,  and  was  saved  from 
destruction,  by  the  valonr  of  a few  Virginians.  Such 
preposterous  arguments  are  only  proper  for  tlie  Kigbys 
and  Sandwichs,  from  whose  mouths  never  issued,  and 
to  whose  breast,  truth  and  decency  are  utter  strangers. 
You  will  much  oblige  me  in  communicating  this  letter 
to  General  Howe,  to  whom  I could  wish  it  should  be 
considered  in  some  measure  addressed ; as  well  as  to 
yourself.  Mr.  Howe  is  a man  for  whom  I have  ever 
had  the  highest  love  and  reverence.  I have  honoured 
him  for  his  own  connections,  but  above  all,  for  his  ad- 
mirable talents  and  good  qualities.  I have  courted  his 
acquaintance  and  friendship,  not  only  as  a pleasure,  but 
as  an  ornament ; I flattered  myself  that  I had.  obtained 
it.  Gracious  God  ! is  it  possible  that  Mr.  Howe  should 
l)e  prevailed  upon  to  accept  such  an  office  ! That  the 
brother  of  him,  to  whose  memory  the  much  injured 
people  of  Boston  erected  a monument,  should  be  em- 
ployed as  oue  of  the  instruments  of  their  destruction  ! 
But  the  fashion  of  the  times  it  seems  is  such,  as  renders 
it  impossible  that  he  should  avoid  it.  The  commands 
of  our  most  gracious  sovereign,  are  to  cancel  all  moral 
obligations,  to  sanctify  every  action,  even  those  that  the 
satrap  of  an  Eastern  despot  would  start  at.  I shall 
now  beg  leave  to  say  a few  words  with  respect  to  my- 
self and  the  paid  I act.  I was  bred  up  from  my 
infancy  in  the  highest  veneration  for  the  liberties  of 
mankind  in  general.  What  I have  seen  of  Courts  and 
princes,  convinces  me  that  power  cannot  be  lodged  in 
worse  hands  than  in  theirs ; and  of  all  courts  I am  per- 
suaded tliat  ours  is  the  most  corrupt  and  hostile  to  the 
rights  of  humanity.  I am  convinced,  that  a regular  plan 
has  been  laid,  indeed  every  act  since  the  present  accession 
evinces  it,  to  abolish  even  the  shadow  of  liberty  from 
amongst  us.  It  was  not  the  demolition  of  the  tea,  it  was 
not  any  other  particular  act  of  the  Bostonians,  or  of  the 
other  pi'ovinces,  which  constituted  their  crimes ; but  it 
is  the  nol)le  s])irit  of  liberty  manifestly  pervading  the 
whole  continent,  which  has  rendered  them  the  objects 
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of  ministerial  and  royal  vengeance.  Had  they  been 
notoriously  of  another  disposition,  liad  they  been  homi- 
nes ad  servitndinem  jparatos^  they  might  have  made  as 
free  with  the  property  of  the  East  India  Company  as 
the  felonious  North  himself  with  impunity.  But  the 
lords  of  St.  James’s  and  their  mercenaries  of  St.  Ste- 
phens will  know,  that  as  long  as  the  free  spirit  of  this 
gi*eat  continent  remains  unsubdued,  the  progress  they 
can  make  in  their  scheme  of  universal  despotism,  will 
be  Imt  trifling.  Hence  it  is,  that  they  wage  inexpiable 
war  against  America.  In  short,  this  is  the  last  asylum 
of  persecuted  liberty.  Here  should  the  machinations 
and  fury  of  her  enemies  prevail,  that  bright  Goddess 
must  fly  off  from  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  leave  not  a 
trace  behind.  These,  Sir,  are  my  principles ; this  is  my 
persuasion,  and  consequently  I am  determined  to  act. 

I have  now,  Sir,  only  to  entreat,  that  whatever  measures 
you  pursue,  whether  those  which  your  real  friends  (my- 
self among  them)  would  wish,  or  unfortunately  those  . 
which  our  accursed  misrulers  shall  dictate,  you  will  still 
believe  me  to  be  personally,  with  the  greatest  sincerity 
and  affection, 

Yours,  Ac.  C.  Lee. 

Gen.  Burgoyne. 


To  Lord  Barrington. 

Philadelphia,  June  22,  1775. 
To  the  Bight  Honorable  Lord  Viscount  Barrington,  His 
Majesty’s  Secretary  at  War. 

My  Lord  : Although  I can  by  no  means  subscribe 
to  the  o])inion  of  divers  peojile  in  the  world,  that  an 
officer  on  half  pay  is  to  be  considered  in  the  service,  yet 
I think  it  a point  of  delicacy  to  pay  a deference  to  this 
opinion,  erroneous  and  absurd  as  it  is.  I therefore  ap- 
prize your  Lordship  in  the  most  public  and  solemn 
manner,  that  I do  renounce  my  half  pay  from  the  date 
hereof.  At  the  same  time  I beg  leave  to  assure  your 


186 


THE  LEE  PAPERS. 


Lords]] i]),  tliat  wlienever  it  sliall  please  His  Majesty  to 
call  me  fortli  to  any  lionoral^le  service  against  the  natu- 
ral hereditary  enemies  of  onr  Country,  or  in  defence  of 
his  just  rights  and  dignity,  no  man  will  obey  the  right- 
eous summons  with  more  zeal  and  alacrity  than  myself ; 
but  the  present  measures  seem  to  me  so  absolutely  sub- 
versive of  the  rights  and  lil)erties  of  every  individual 
subject,  so  destructive  to  the  whole  Em2:>ire  at  large, 
and  ultimately  so  ruinous  to  His  Majesties  own  person, 
dignity,  and  family,  that  I think  myself  oldiged,  in 
conscience,  as  a citizen,  Eiujlishmcm^  and  soldier  of  a 
free  state,  to  exert  my  utmost  to  defeat  them.  I most 
devoutly  pray  to  Almighty  God  to  direct  His  Majesty 
into  measures  more  consonant  to  his  interest  and  honor, 
and  more  conducive  to  the  hajipiness  and  glory  of  his 
Peo]de. 

I am,  my  Lord,  your  most  obedient  huml)le  Servant, 

Charles  Lee. 


Address  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  Massachu- 
setts, July  1,  1775. 

To  the  Honorable  Charles  Lee,  Esq.,  Major  General  of 
the  Continental  Army. 

Sir  : The  Congress  of  the  Massachusetts  Colony, 
possessed  of  the  fullest  evudence  of  your  attachment  to 
the  rights  of  mankind,  and  regard  to  the  distresses 
which  America  in  general,  and  this  colony  in  particu- 
lar, are  involved,  by  the  im])olitick,  wicked,  and  tyran- 
nick  system  adopted  hy  administration,  and  ])ursued 
with  relentless  and  savage  fury,  do  with  great  jileasure 
embrace  this  opportunity  to  express  the  great  satisfac- 
tion and  gratitude  they  feel  on  your  ap])ointment  as 
Major  General  in  the  American  army.  AYe  sincerely 
congratulate  you  on  your  safe  arrival  here,  and  wish  you 
all  possible  happiness  and  success  in  the  execution  of 
so  important  a trust. 

AVe  admire  and  respect  the  character  of  a man  who, 
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cllsregardiiip^  the  allurements  of  profits  and  distinction 
liis  merit  might  procure,  engages  in  the  cause  of  man- 
kind, in  defence  of  the  injured,  and  relief  of  the  op- 
pressed. From  youi*  character,  from  your  great  abili- 
ties and  military  experience,  united  with  those  of  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  under  the  smiles  of  Providence, 
we  flatter  ourselves  ^vith  the  prospect  of  discipline  and 
order,  success  and  victory. 

Be  assured,  Sir,  that  it  will  give  us  great  pleasure 
to  be  able  to  contribute  to  your  happiness.  May  the 
favours  and  ])lessings  of  heaven  attend  you.  May  Di- 
vine Pi'ovidence  guard  and  protect  you,  conduct  you  in 
the  23aths  of  honor  and  virtue,  grant  you  the  reward  of 
the  brave  and  virtuous  liere,  the  applauses  of  mankind, 
and  the  approbation  of  your  own  conscience,  and  eter- 
nal happiness  hereafter. 


General  Lee’s  Answer. 

To  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  the 
Massachusetts. 

Gentlemen  : 

Nothing  can  be  so  flattering  to  me  as  the  good  oj)i- 
nion  and  approbation  of  the  Delegates  of  a free  and 
uncorrupt  people.  I was  educated  in  the  highest  reve- 
rence for  the  rights  of  mankind,  and  have  acquired  ]:>y 
a long  acquaintance,  a most  particular  regard  for  the 
people  of  America. 

You  may  depend,  therefore,  gentlemen,  on  my  zeal 
and  integrity.  I can  promise  you  nothing  from  my 
abilities.  God  Almighty  grant  us  success  equal  to  the 
righteousness  of  the  cause. 

I thank  you,  gentlemen,  for  an  address  which  does 
me  so  much  honor,  and  shall  labour  to  deserve  it. 


188 


THE  LEE  PAPERS. 


To  Robert  Morris. 


Camp  at  Cambridge  July  4,  [1775]. 

D"  Sir,  - ^ 

We  arrived  here  on  Sunday  before  dinner.  We 
found  every  thing  exactly  the  reverse  of  what  had  been 
represented.  We  were  assured  at  Philadelphia  that 
the  army  was  stock’d  with  Engineers.  We  found  not 
one.  We  were  assur’d  that  we  should  find  an  expert 
train  of  Artillery.  They  have  not  a single  Gunner,  and 
so  on  so  far  from  the  men  being  prejudiced  in  fa- 
vour of  their  own  Officers  They  are  extremely  diffident 
in  ’em  and  seem  much  pleased  that  we  are  arrived. 
The  men  are  really  very  fine  fellows,  and  had  they  fair 
play  would  be  made  an  invincible  army.  We  are 
Avorking  hard  to  strengthen  our  different  posts — And 
if  the  enemy  will  give  us  time  for  three  or  four  days 
Ave  shall  I think  be  quite  secure.  I believe  the  loss  of 
the  regulars  in  the  last  affair  Avas  probably  very  heav^y 
All  accts  concur  in  it.  Adieu  my  dear  Sir,  My  loA^e  to 
M”-^  Morris 

Yours 


C.  Lee. 


I Avish  you  Avould  send  us  a part  of  the  third  Bat- 
talion from  Philadelphia  and  forty  volunteer  Riflers. 
M'’  Griffin  makes  an  apology  by  the  next  post. 


Froai  Gexeral  Burgoyne. 

Boston,  July  9^^  1775. 

Dear  Sir  : When  Ave  Avere  last  together  in  service 
I should  not  haA^e  thought  it  Avitliin  the  Aucissitudes  of 
human  affairs  that  Ave  should  meet  at  any  time,  or  in 
any  sense  as  foes.  The  letter  you  liaA^e  lionored  me 
Avith,  and  my  OAvn  feelings,  continue  to  proA^e  Ave  are 
still  far  from  being  personally  such. 
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I claim  no  merit  from  tlie  attentions  you  so  kindly 
remember  in  the  early  periods  of  our  acquaintance^  but 
as  they  manifest  how  much  it  was  my  pride  to  be  known 
to  be  your  friend ; nor  have  I departed  from  tlie  duties 
of  that  character,  when,  I will  not  scruple  to  say,  it  has 
been  almost  general  offence  to  maintain  it : I mean  since 
the  violent  part  you  have  taken  in  the  commotions  of 
the  Colonies. 

It  would  exceed  the  limits  and  the  propriety  of  our 
present  correspondence  to  argue  at  full  the  great  cause 
in  which  we  are  engaged.  But  anxious  to  preserve  a 
consistent  and  ingenuous  character,  and  jealous,  I con- 
fess, of  having  the  part  I sustain  imj)uted  to  such  mo- 
tives as  you  intimate,  I will  state  to  you,  as  ]>recisely 
as  I can,  the  principles  upon  which,  not  voluntarily,  but 
most  conscientiously  I undertook  it. 

I have,  like  you,  entertained  from  infancy  a venera- 
tion of  publick  liberty.  I have  likewise  regarded  the 
British  Constitution  as  the  best  safeguard  of  that  bless- 
ing to  be  found  in  the  history  of  mankind. 

The  vital  principle  of  the  Constitution,  in  which  it 
moves  and  has  its  being,  is  the  supremacy  of  the  King 
and  Parliament ; a compound,  indefinite,  indefeasible 
power,  coeval  with  the  origin  of  the  Empire,  and  co-ex- 
tensive  over  all  its  parts. 

I am  no  stranger  to  the  doctrines  of  M''  Locke,  and 
other  of  the  best  advocates  for  the  rights  of  mankind, 
upon  the  compacts  always  implied  between  the  govern- 
ing and  the  governed,  and  the  right  of  resistance  in  the 
latter  when  the  compact  shall  be  so  violated  as  to  leave 
no  other  means  of  redress.  I look  with  reverence, 
almost  amounting  to  idolatry,  upon  those  immortal 
Whigs  who  adopted  and  ap})lied  such  doctrines  during 
part  of  the  reign  of  Charles  the  First,  and  in  that  of 
James  the  Second. 

Should  corruption  pervade  the  three  estates  of  the 
Realm,  so  as  to  pervert  the  great  ends  for  which  they 
were  instituted,  and  make  the  power  vested  in  them  for 
the  good  of  the  whole  people  operate,  like  an  abuse  of 
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the  prerogative  of  the  Crown,  to  general  oppression,  I 
am  ready  to  acknowledge  that  the  same  doctrine  of  l e- 
sistance  applies  as  forcibly  against  the  abuses  of  tlie 
collectiv^e  body  of  power,  as  against  those  of  the  Crown, 
or  either  of  the  other  component  branches  separately : 
still  always  understood  that  no  other  means  of  redress 
can  be  obtained ; a case,  I contend,  much  more  difficult 
to  suppose  when  it  relates  to  the  whole,  than  when  it 
relates  to  parts. 

But  in  all  cases  that  have  existed,  or  can  be  con- 
ceived, I hold  that  resistance,  to  be  justifiable,  must  be 
directed  against  the  usurpation  or  undue  exercise  of 
2^0 wer,  and  that  it  is  most  criminal  when  directed  against 
any  2)ower  itself  inherent  in  the  Constitution. 

And  here  you  will  immediately  discern  why  I drew 
a line  in  the  allusion  I made  above  to  the  reign  of 
Charles  the  First.  Towards  the  close  of  it  the  true 
jirinciple  of  resistance  was  changed,  and  a new  system 
of  Government  ju'ojected  accordingly.  The  Patriots, 
])revious  to  the  long  Parliament,  and  during  great  2)art 
of  it,  as  well  as  the  glorious  Pevolutionists  of  1(388, 
resisted  to  vindicate  and  restore  the  Constitution ; the 
Bej^nblicans  resisted  to  subvert  it. 

Now,  Sir,  lay  your  hand  upon  your  heart,  as  you  have 
enjoined  me  to  do  on  mine,  and  tell  me  to  which  of 
these  purposes  do  the  proceedings  of  America  tend  ? 

Is  it  the  weight  of  taxes  im2)osed,  and  the  im2:)0ssibil- 
ity  of  relief  after  a due  re2U‘esentation  of  her  burden, 
that  has  induced  her  to  take  arms  ? or  is  it  a denial  of 
the  rights  of  British  legislation  to  im2)ose  them,  and  con- 
se(2uently  a struggle  for  total  inde2:)endency  ? For  the 
idea  of  2)owerthat  can  tax  externally  and  not  internally, 
and  all  the  so2)histry  that  attends  it,  though  it  may  catch 
the  weakness  and  the  2^rejudice  of  the  multitude  in  a 
S2)eech  or  2)nm2^hlet,  it  is  too  2)i‘eposterous  to  weigh 
seriously  with  a man  of  your  understanding  ; and  I am 
confident  you  will  admit  the  case  to  be  fairl}^  2^^^h 
it  then  from  a relief  of  taxes,  or  from  the  control  of 
Parliament,  “ in  all  cases  whatsoever  ” we  ai*e  in  ^val‘  ? 
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If  for  the  former,  the  quarrel  is  at  an  end ; there  is  not 
a man  of  sense  and  information  in  America,  who  does 
not  know  it  is  in  the  ])ower  of  the  Colonies  to  put  an 
end  to  the  exercise  of  taxation  immediately  and  for  ever. 
I ])oldly  assert  it,  because  sense  and  information  Avill 
also  suggest  to  every  man,  that  it  can  never  be  the  in- 
terest of  Great  Britain,  after  her  late  experience,  to 
make  another  trial. 

But  if  the  other  ground  is  taken,  and  it  is  intended 
to  wrest  from  Great  Britain,  a link  of  that  snl)stantial, 
and  I hope  perpetual  chain,  by  which  the  Empire  holds, 
think  it  not  a ministerial  mandate;  think  it  not  a mere 
professional  ardour;  think  it  not  a prejudice  against  a 
part  of  our  fellow  sul)jects,  that  induces  men  of  integrity 
(and  among  sncli  as  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to  class 
me)  to  act  with  vigor;  but  be  assured  that  it  is  a con- 
viction that  the  whole  of  our  23olitical  system  depends 
upon  the  preservation  of  its  great  and  essential  parts 
distinctly,  and  no  i^art  is  so  great  and  essential  as  su- 
premacy of  legislation.  It  is  a conviction,  that  as  a 
King  of  England  never  apj)ears  in  so  glorious  a light  as 
when  he  employs  the  executive  powers  of  the  state  to 
maintain  the  laws,  so,  in  the  present  exertions  of  that 
power,  Ilis  Majesty  is  particularly  entitled  to  our  zeal  and 
grateful  obedience,  not  only  as  soldiers  but  as  citizens. 

These  princq^les,  depend  upon  it,  actuate  the  Army 
and  Fleet  throughout.  And  let  me  at  the  same  time  add, 
there  are  few,  if  any,  gentlemen  among  us  who  would 
have  drawn  liis  sword  in  the  cause  of  slavery. 

But  why  do  I bind  myself  to  the  Navy  and  Army  ? 
The  sentiments  I have  touched  are  those  of  the  great 
bulk  of  the  Nation.  I appeal  to  the  landed  men  who 
have  so  long  borne  burdens  for  America;  I appeal  to 
those  trading  towns  who  are  suiferers  by  the  dispute, 
and  tlie  City  of  London  at  the  head  of  them,  notwith- 
standing the  petitions  and  remonstrances  Avhicli  the  arts 
of  l)arty  and  faction  have  extorted  from  some  individu- 
als ; and  last,  because  least  in  your  favor,  I a]3peal  to  the 
majorities  in  the  Houses  of  Parliament  upon  American 
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questions  tliis  session.  The  most  licentious  newsAvriters 
want  assurance  to  call  tliese  majorities  Ministerial; 
mucli  less  will  you  give  tliem  that  name  when  you  im- 
partially examine  the  characters  that  compose  them; 
men  of  the  most  independent  principles  and  fortunes, 
and  many  of  them  professedly  in  opposition  to  the 
Court  in  the  general  line  of  their  conduct. 

Among  other  supporters  of  Biftish  rights  against 
American  claims,  I will  not  speak  positively,  but  I 
firmly  believe  I may  name  the  man  of  whose  integrity 
you  have  the  highest  opinion  and  whose  friendship  is 
nearest  your  heart — I mean  Lord  Thanet,  from  wliom 
my  Aid-de-Camp  has  a letter  for  you,  and  also  one  from 
Sir  Charles  Lavers.  I do  not  enclose  them,  because  the 
Avriters,  little  imagining  hoAV  difficult  your  conduct 
would  render  our  intercourse,  desired  they  might  l^e  de- 
livered to  your  oAvn  hands. 

For  this  purpose,  as  Avell  as  to  renew  ‘‘the  rights  of 
felloAVship,”  I Avish  to  see  you ; and,  above  all,  I should 
find  an  inteiAueAV  happy  if  it  should  induce  such  expla- 
nations as  might  tend  in  their  consequences  to  peace. 
I feel  in  common  Avith  all  around  me,  for  the  unhappy 
bulk  of  this  country ; they  foresee  not  the  distress  that 
is  impending  over  them.  I knoAV  Great  Britain  is  ready 
to  open  her  arms  upon  the  first  OA^erture  of  accommoda- 
tion ; I knoAV  she  is  equally  resolute  to  maintain  her 
original  rights  ; and  if  the  Avar  proceeds,  your  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  men  will  not  be  a match  for 
her  poAver. 

Tlie  place  I Avould  propose  for  our  meeting  is  the 
house  u])on  Boston  Neck,  just  AAdthin  our  adAmnced  sen- 
tries, called  Brown’s  house.  I Avill  obtain  authority  to 
give  my  parole  of  honor  for  your  safe  return.  I shall 
ex])ect  the  same  on  your  part,  that  no  insult  be  offered 
to  me.  If  this  plan  is  agreeable  to  you  name  your  day 
and  hour.  At  all  eA^ents  accept  a sincere  return  of  the 
assui'ances  Avitli  Avhich  you  honor  me,  and  believe  me  in 
all  personal  considei*ations,  affectionately  yours, 

J.  Burgoyxe. 
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P.  S.  I ol)eyed  your  comiiiaiids  to  Generals  Howe 
and  Clinton.  I also  communicated  your  letter  and  my 
ans^ver  to  Lord  Percy.  They  all  join  me  in  compli- 
ments, and  authorize  Ine  to  assure  yon  they  do  the  same 
in  principle. 


To  THE  Provincial  Congress  of  Massachusetts. 

Head  Quarters,  July  10^^  1775. 

General  Lee  presents  his  respects  to  the  President 
and  gentlemen  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  Massachu- 
setts, and  submits  to  their  perusal  a letter  which  he 
yesterday  received  from  General  Burgoyne,  in  answer 
to  one  which  was  read  and  approved  of  by  the  Dele- 
gates of  this  Province,  and  other  members  of  the  Con- 
tinental ConQ:ress.  He  ljeo:s  leave  to  receive  their  com- 
mauds  with  respect  to  the  proposed  interview.  If  they 
appi-ove  of  it,  he  shall  be  glad  to  accept  of  it ; if  they 
disapprove,  he  shall  reject  it.  But  if  they  approve  of 
it,  he  must  request  that  they  will  depute  some  one  gen- 
tleman of  their  body  to  accompany  General  Lee,  and 
be  witness  of  the  convei*sation.  He  desires  their  an- 
swer immediately,  as  he  lias  engaged  to  inform  Genl. 
Burgoyne  liy  four  oclock  this  afternoon,  whether  the 
interview  is  to  take  place.  He  shall  likewise  be  mucli 
obliged  to  the  gentlemen  if  they  will  return  the  letter ; 
but  if  they  choose  to  take  a copy  of  it,  he  can  have  no 
objection. 


From  the  Provincial  Congress  of  Massachusetts. 

[Watertown,  July  10,  1775.] 

Sir  : 

The  Congress  have  perused  the  letter  from  Genl. 
Burgoyne,  which  you  was  kind  enough  to  submit  to 
their  inspection.  They  can  have  no  objection  to  the 
proposed  interview,  from  a want  of  the  highest  conti- 
13 
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deuce  in  the  wisdom,  discretion,  and  integrity  of  Gen. 
Lee  ; but  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  as  the  confidence  of 
the  people  in  their  General  is  so  essentially  necessary 
to  the  well-conducting  the  enterprise  in  which  we  are 
engaged,  and  as  a 2:)eople  contending  for  their  liberties 
are  naturally  disposed  to  jealousy,  and  not  inclined  to 
make  the  most  favorable  construction  of  the  motives  of 
conduct  which  they  are  not  fully  acquainted  with, 
whether  such  an  interview  might  not  have  a tendency 
to  lessen  the  infiuence  which  the  Congress  would  wish 
to  extend  to  the  utmost  of  their  power  to  facilitate  and 
succeed  the  operations  of  war. 

The  Congress,  agreeable  to  your  request,  have  to 
prevent  as  far  as  we  are  able,  any  disagreeable  conse- 
quences which  may  arise  from  tlie  jealousy  of  the  j^eo- 
ple  on  such  an  occasion,  appointed  M’’  Elbridge  Gerry 
to  attend  you  at  the  proposed  interview,  if  you  sliall 
think  proper  to  proceed  in  it ; and  as  they  do  not  think 
themselves  authorized  to  counteract  the  General’s  in- 
clination, they  would  submit  it  to  his  opinion,  whether 
the  advice  of  the  Council  of  war  might  not  be  taken  in 
a matter  of  such  apparent  delicacy. 

To  the  Honourable  Genl.  Lee. 


To  Gexeral  Bukgoyne. 

Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  July  11,  1775. 

Gen.  Lee’s  compliments  to  Gen.  Burgoyne.  Would 
be  extremely  ha])py  in  the  intervicAV  he  so  kindly  pro- 
posed ; ])ut  as  he  perceives  .that  General  Burgoyne  has 
already  made  up  his  mind  on  tliis  great  subject,  and  as 
it  is  impossible  that  he  (General  Lee)  should  ever  alter 
his  opinion,  he  is  ap])rehensive  that  the  interview  might 
create  those  jealousies  and  suspicions  so  natural  to  a 
peo])le  struggling  in  the  dearest  of  all  causes,  that  of 
their  liberty,  property,  wives,  children,  and  their  future 
generation.  He  must,  therefore,  defer  the  happiness 


THE  LEE  PAPERS. 


195 


of  embracing  a man  whom  he  most  sincerely  loves, 
until  the  subversion  of  the  present  tyrannical  Ministry 
and  system,  which  he  is  j)ersiiaded  must  be  in  a few 
months,  as  he  knows  Great  Britain  cannot  stand  the 
contest.  He  begs  General  Bnrgoyne  will  send  the  let- 
ters which  his  Aid-de-Camp  has  for  him — If  Gardiner 
is  his  Aid-de-Camp,  he  desires  his  love  to  him. 


From  General  Gates. 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  July  12^^  1775. 

Sir  : I am  commanded  by  the  General  in  Chief  to  ac- 
quaint yon,  that  he  is  exceedingly  desirous  to  draw  the 
body  of  the  troops  posted  at  Koxbury,  as  near  and  as 
completely  together,  for  the  defence  of  the  several 
works  as  the  nature  of  the  ground  and  the  conveniency 
of  covering  them  will  admit ; and  to  that  end,  the 
Genl.  wishes  you  would  inform  him  what  tents,  sails, 
or  boards,  may  be  wanted  to  cover  the  men,  and  they 
shall  be  forthwith  supplied  from  hence.  I have  it  also 
in  command  from  the  General  to  recommend  it  to  you 
to  have  the  houses  removed  out  of  the  street  at  Box- 
l)ury,  as  they  may  cover  and  facilitate  the  approach  of 
the  enemy.  The  General  further  directs  me  to  desire 
that  you  will  exert  your  utmost  vigilance  to  get  your 
several  works  finished  and  completed,  your  lines  closed, 
and  jiarticularly  the  abattis,  and  the  platforms  imme- 
diately laid.  As  we  are  much  in  want  of  boats  for 
Mi  stick  and  Cambridge  Bivers,  you  will  as  soon  as 
possible  send  two  for  each  of  these  rivers  to  the  Head 
Quarters  at  Cambridge. 

With  great  regard.  Sir,  I am  your  most  humble 
Servant. 

Horatio  Gates. 

To  General  Lee. 
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To  Bexja:\iin  Rush. 


Cambridge  July  y*"  20^^  r(r[75.] 

My  Dr.  Sir 

I am  sorry  that  my  Friend  Dunlaps  Boys  [have] 
lieen  so  careless ; the  eiTors  are  really  abominable — 
for  [before]  Colonel  Graunt  They  have  foisted  in  the 
late — so  [he]  is  made  a deceas’d  Person.  I do  not 
know  whether  I [ought  to]  be  displeased  or  pleas’d 
with  the  effects  of  my  [letter]  it  has,  as  you  say,  ac- 
cpiir’d  me  popularity — it  [implies  that  I]  was  suspected 
before — enclos’d  I send  you  his  answer,  very  civil  and 
respectfull,  but  has  no  ai*gument — it  is  vague  and  in 
some  parts  obscure.  If  I bad  time  I wou’d  carry  on 
the  controversy ; but  I am  generally  twelve  hours  on 
horseback  for  our  lines  of  defence  are  hveteen  miles,  so 
you  may  judge  whether  I have  much  time  to  write 
comments — I wish  you  Avoii’d  take  up  the  enijiloyment, 
l)ut  I wou’d  have  you  do  it  with  personal  decency — 
He  deserves  it.  We  have  a report  that  the  Generals 
in  Boston  are  upon  bad  terms  together.  I sup2)ose  They 
are  damn’d  mad  with  Gage  for  his  misrepresentations 
to  the  Ministry,  which  has  lirought  ’em  into  so  ridicu- 
lous and  disgracefull  a situation.  I have  myself  no 
idea  of  their  intentions,  or  what  they  can  possibly  do, 
unless  they  turn  to  a piratical  War,  for  in  very  few 
days  our  posts  will  be  so  well  secured  as  to  be  hors 
d’insult ; or  at  least,  if  any  part  is  forced,  it  must  be 
at  the  expense  of  a much  greater  numlier  of  men  than 
the  enemy  have  to  spare — Upon  my  Soul  the  materials 
here  (I  mean  the  private  men)  are  [admira]ble — had 
they  proper  uniforms,  arms,  and  proper  officers,  their 
zeal,  youth,  bodily  strength,  good  humour  [and  dext] 
erity,  must  make  ’em  an  invincil)le  army.  The  Rhode 
[Islanders]  are  well  off  in  the  article  of  officers  and  the 
young  [officers  of]  the  other  Provinces  are  willing,  and 
with  a little  time  s will  do  very  well — but 

from  the  old  big  wigs  [ — libera]  nos  Domine — the  aliil- 
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ities  of  tlieir  Engineers  are  not  dant — I 

really  believe  not  a single  man  of  ’em  is  [capable]  of 
constructing  an  Oven — Wliat  the  Devil  possess’d  the 
Congress  to  send  another  petition  to  the  callous  Tyrant 

of  St.  J s ? I am  afraid  it  will  have  a bad  effect 

— it  implies  that  some  dregs  of  fear  still  remain 
amongst  us,  which  of  all  tilings  ouglit  to  be  avoided — 
We  must  work  on  theirs,  by  talking  high  acting  de- 
cisively— but  to  whine  at  this  crisis  is  weak  and  dan- 
gerous. God  bless  you  My  Dr  Rush — When  anything 
wortli  while  falls  out,  you  shall  hear  it — Write  to  me 
by  every  opportunity. 

Yours  most  sincerely 

C.  Lee. 

To  Doctor  Benjamin  Bush, 

Philadelphia. 


To  General  Tno]\iAS. 

July  23"^  1775. 

Sir, 

It  is  with  the  greatest  concern  that  I have  heard  of 
your  intention  to  (put  the  service  of  your  country  at  a 
crisis  when  men  of  mei*it  can  be  so  ill  spared.  You 
think  yourself  not  justly  dealt  with  in  the  appoint- 
ments of  tlie  Continental  Congress.  I am  quite  of  the 
same  opinion,  but  is  this  a time  Sir,  when  the  lilierties 
of  your  country,  the  fate  of  posterity,  the  rights  of 
mankind  are  at  stake,  to  indulge  our  resentments  for  any 
ill  treatment  we  may  have  received  as  individuals  ? I 
have  myself.  Sir,  full  as  great,  perhaps  greater  reason 
to  complain  than  yourself.  I have  passed  through  the 
highest  ranks,  in  some  of  the  most  respectable  services 
in  Europe.  Accoi*ding  then  to  modern  etiquette  no- 
tions of  a soldier’s  honor  and  delicacy,  I ought  to  con- 
sider at  least  the  preferment  given  to  General  Ward 
over  me  as  the  highest  indignity,  but  1 thought  it  my 
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duty  as  a citizen  and  asserter  of  liberty,  to  waive  every 
consideration.  On  tliis  j^i'iiiciple,  altliougli  a Major 
General  of  five  years  standing,  and  not  a native  of 
America,  I consented  to  serve  under  General  Ward, 
because  I was  tauglit  to  think  that  the  concession  ^vould 
be  grateful  to  his  countrymen,  and  fiatter  myself  that 
the  concession  has  done  me  credit  in  the  eye  of  the 
world ; and  can  yon,  Sir,  born  in  this  very  country, 
which  a banditti  of  ministerial  assassins  are  now  at- 
tempting utterly  to  destroy  Avitli  sword,  fire  and  famine, 
abandon  the  defence  of  her,  because  you  have  been 
personally  ill  used  ? 

For  God  Almighty’s  sake,  for  the  sake  of  every- 
thing that  is  dear,  and  ought  to  be  dear  to  you,  for  the 
sake  of  your  country,  of  mankind,  and  let  me  add  of 
your  own  reputation,  discard  such  sentiments.  Con- 
sider well  the  dreadful  consecpience  such  a pernicious 
example  may  occasion ; consider  well  whether  sucli  a 
proceeding  may  not  bring  down  upon  your  head  the 
contempt  and  abhorrence  of  that  community  which  has 
hitherto  most  justly  held  you  in  the  highest  estima- 
tion. 

I beg  you  will  excuse  the  liberty  I take  in  thus 
addressing  you ; and  ascribe  it  to  the  true  motive — a 
zeal  for  the  public  good,  and  the  great  regard  I have 
for  your  personal  self,  and  that  you  will  believe  me  to 
be  most  sincerely  yours 

Chaeles  Lee. 


General  Thomas. 


To  Geneeal  Sullivan. 

Cambridge,  July  24*"^  1775,  Two  oclock,  P.  M. 
Geneeal  Lee  begs  General  Sullivan  will  get  as 
much  work  as  ])Ossible  out  of  the  men  this  day.  If 
they  cannot  all  work  on  the  face  of  the  citadel,  let 
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them  deepen  and  widen  the  ditch  of  the  flank  and  rear 
faces,  and  heighten  the  parapet  all  around. 

To  Genl.  Sullivan. 

P.  S.  For  God’s  sake  finish  and  strengthen  the 
abattis. 


To  PoBERT  Morris. 

Winter  Hill  July  27,  1775. 

My  Dear  Sir, 

I have  received  your  most  friendly  letter  and  hope 
my  Virginian  Affair  will  be  finished  immediately  as  we 
have  just  received  a letter  from  Mr.  Hite  from  whom 
I am  to  purchase.  I am  very  happy  (as  we  all  must 
be)  that  the  Philadel[)hia  affairs  are  in  hands  like 
yours.  I wish  to  God  the  N.  York  were  in  the  same. 
Why  the  devil  is  not  Tryon  seized  ? He  is  capable 
and  I believe  willing  to  do  infinite  mischief.  Your 
compliments  make  me  rather  vain.  As  to  zeal  and  in- 
dustry I think  I deserve  ’em — for  I work  like  ten  post 
Hoi  •ses.  Our  miserable  defect  of  Engineers  imposes 
upon  me  eternal  work  in  a department  to  which  I am 
rather  a stranger — the  undoing  what  we  found  done 
gives  ns  more  trouble  than  doing  what  ^vas  left  undone 
— however  we  have  contrived  to  make  ourselves  pretty 
secure — the  Enemy  seem  to  aim  at  the  same  object — 
Upon  the  whole  they  act  and  I believe  will  act  upon 
tlie  defensive  unless  they  turn  to  a piratical  Avar — If 
they  attemjit  an  attack  on  any  part  of  onr  lines  Ave 
shall  I am  apt  to  think  make  a considerable  hole  in 
their  seven  thousand  men — Avhicli  I suppose  to  be  a 
pretty  just  estimate — five  Deserters  came  over  to  us 
these  last  four  and  tAventy  hours  Avho  all  agree  that 
they  entertain  at  present  no  thoughts  of  attacking : 
But  they  are  hoping  and  expecting  (but  from  AAdience 
they  cannot  tell)  reinforcements — one  AA^hile  from 
Canada,  another  from  England,  sometimes  from  Russia. 
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Tins  announces  at  least  a lowness  of  pulse.  If  I were 
General  Washington  lio^vever  I should  jump  at  the  offer 
of  your  third  Battalion  Biflenien — indeed  I should  de- 
mand some  entire  Battalion  from  your  Pi*ovince — and 
should  ])ropose  disl)anding  the  same  number  of  Battal- 
ions of  Massachusetts — Not  but  the  Private  men  are  ad- 
mirable and  the  young  officers  tolerable  but  they  have  in 
fact  engaged  for  more  than  they  can  perform,  Eight  Thou- 
sand are  full  as  much  as  they  can  compleat.  Connecti- 
cut, N.  IIampshii*e  could  furnish  many  more  than  is 
settled  by  the  Congress.  Moiland  has  come  up  to  us, 
but  unfortunately  has  dangled  his  time  after  some  in- 
trigue (for  he  calls  every  ^voinan  who  has  a body  to 
her  shift  an  intrigue)  until  my  two  Aid  de  Campships 
Avere  filled  up.  1 Avish  you  would  recommend  him  to 
the  members  of  the  Continental  Congress  with  whom 
you  are  acquainted  for  some  provision.  I shall  write 
to  every  one  with  whom  I have  any  interest  on  the 
same  subject — 

Adieu  my  Dr  Sir — My  love  to  M'®  Morris  and  be- 
lieve me  to  be  most  sincerely 

Yours 

C.  Lee. 


Draft — to  General  Gage. 

[August,  1775.] 

Sir, 

In  my  letter,  lately  sent  into  Boston,  all  political 
disquisition  was  designedly  avoided.  I did  not  avail 
myself  of  the  advantages  which  the  sacred  cause  of  my 
country,  of  liberty,  and  of  human  nature,  manifestly 
gave  me  over  Mi*.  Gage.  I remonstrated  Avith  you  in 
(lecent  terms,  with  respect  to  the  hard  and  unworthy 
treatment  shewn,  as  I have  been  informed,  to  the  sol- 
diers and  citizens  of  America,  whom  the  fortune  of 
war,  chance,  or  an  erroneous  o])inion  of  your  honour, 
had  thrown  into  your  hands.  In  ans^ver  to  this  remon- 
strance, we  are  insulted  with  the  most  outrageous  Ian- 
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guRge,  and  al)usive  epithets.  Were  we,  Sir,  the  worst 
of  traitors ; had  we  coiis])ired  to  subvert  the  liberties 
of  our  fellow  subjects;  had  we  conspired  to  re-establish 
oil  the  throne  the  expelled  tyrants  of  the  Stuart  house ; 
or,  could  we  be  charged  with  any  notorious  breach  of 
faith ; had  we,  for  instance,  seduced  some  part  of  the 
troops  under  your  cominaiul,  ujion  certain  conditions, 
into  a surrender  of  their  ai*nis,  and  afterwards  violated 
our  engagement,  the  style  which  you  assume  would 
scarcely  be  justihable. 

You  atfect.  Sir,  to  despise  all  rank  not  derived 
fi*om  the  same  soui'ce  with  your  own : to  speak,  as  I 
think,  with  becoming  pride,  it  is  inpiossible  to  conceive 
a more  honourable  source  than  that  to  which  I owe  my 
present  station.  I was  called  to  it  by  the  voice  of  the 
freely  chosen  delegates  of  a virtuous  and  uncorru])t 
people.  Yours,  for  ought  I know,  and,  as  I am  told,  is 
frequently  the  case,  might  have  been  obtained  by  con- 
nections wdth  some  i:)rostitute  part  of  a 2:>rostitute  House 
of  Commons. 

You  threaten  us.  Sir,  wdth  a cord:  Begin,  Sir;  I 
dare  you  to  it.  Although  my  nature  shudders  at  the 
thought,  necessity  wdll  force  us  to  retaliate;  and  we 
have  it  in  our  power,  Mr.  Gage,  to  make  a ten-fold 
retaliation. 

You  have  the  confidence  to  appeal  to  that  Almighty 
God  whose  every  law  you  have  violated  Let  that 
Almighty  God,  to  wdiom  the  rights  and  happiness  of 
his  creatures  cannot  l)e  indifferent,  judge  then  between 
us.  When  the  great  and  tremendous  day  shall  arrive  ; 
when  all  mortals  are  to  render  a strict  account,  which 
do  you  apprehend.  Sir,  wdll  have  the  greatest  reason  to 
tremlde  ? The  virtuous  citizens,  no\v  forced  to  arms  by 
the  hands  of  tyranny ; in  arms  not  to  rob,  spoil,  and 
invade ; not  as  mercenary  instruments  to  gratify  the 
lust,  ambition,  avarice,  or  revenge  of  sceptered  robbers 
or  wicked  ministers,  l)ut  to  defend  their  wdves,  children, 
and  household  goods,  and  to  deliver  down  to  their  pos- 
terity the  bright  inheritance  of  freedom  they  received 
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from  tlieir  forefatliers : which,  I once  more  demand, 
shall,  on  that  dreadful  day,  have  the  greatest  reason  to 
treml)le  ? The  citizens  engaged  in  this  righteous  cause, 
or  those  men,  ^vdio  by  artifice,  misrepresentation,  and 
falsehood,  have  not  only  stained  this  fair  continent  with 
the  1 )lood  of  her  children,  but  shaken  the  mighty  empire 
of  Britain  to  her  foundation. 

I shall  now  Sii’,  close  my  correspondence  with  you, 
perhaps  for  ever,  assuring  yon,  that  the  intelligence  yon 
have  received,  Avith  respect  to  the  harsh  treatment  of 
the  prisoners  in  onr  possession,  is  as  remote  from  fact, 
as  that  Avhich  yon  ha\m  constantly  transmitted  to  the 
ministry,  A\dien  speaking  of  the  principles  and  designs 
of  America.  Not  only  the  officers  and  soldiers  have 
been  treated  with  the  tenderness  due  to  felloAV-citizens 
and  l)rethren,  l)nt  eAmn  those  execral)le  parricides  born 
amongst  us,  aaTo  have  aimed  their  daggers  at  the  vitals 
of  their  ]:)arent,  have  l)een  protected  from  the  fury  of  a 
most  justly  enraged  people. 

I shall  noAV  Sir,  only  add,  that  for  the  future,  AAdiat- 
eA^ei’  mode  of  conduct  you  shall  think  proper  to  ob- 
serA^e  toAvmrds  those  of  onr  people  Avho  are  in  your 
custody,  such  exactly  are  the  ministerialists  to  ex2:)ect 
in  return. 

I am.  Sir,  Your  most  obedient. 

Humble  servant, 

C.  Lee. 

Gen.  Gage. 


To  Bobert  Morris. 

Camp  on  Winter  Hill,  August  12,  1775. 

My  D"  Sir, 

Can  you  think  after  the  load  of  jobbs  I have  im- 
jAosed  upon  you  and  the  numberless  oliligations  I have 
received  from  you  that  I should  he  dis])leased  Avith 
your  recommendations  f I think  indeed  you  ought  to 
make  an  apology  for  your  apologizing — the  gentlemen 
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you  liave  introduced  have  a claim  to  the  best  reception 
from  other  circumstances — AVe  want  aide  Peo])le  in  the 
medical  AYay  and  Air.  Luken’s  talents  as  a Draftsman 
make  him  cpiite  a treasure.  If  you  have  any  more 
such  presents  to  make  let  us  have  ’em.  I am  only 
afraid  that  there  are  few  things  unoccupied  worth  their 
acceptance.  AVe  are  at  present  in  exactly  the  same  in- 
active staring  situation  as  when  I wrote  to  you  last. 
Our  2:)osts  grow  every  day  more  secure  the  enemy  seem 
every  day  more  apprehensive,  when  anything  falls  out 
worth  your  hearing  I shall  not  fail  writing — Aly  love 
to  Airs.  Alorils,  and  be  assured  that  I am 
Alost  sincerely  yours 

Charles  Lee. 

AYe  sent  in  yesterday  a most  serious  message  to 
Gage  but  I cannot  give  you  a copy  without  G,  AYash- 
ton’s  consent.  I wish  to  God  my  purchase  in  Adrginia 
was  made.  I hope  AL  AYhite  or  AI"’  Norse  will  soon 
draw  upon  you  for  the  money.  I believe  I desired  you 
in  my  last  to  honour  the  bills  of  either  one  or  the  other. 


To  Richard  Hexry  Lee. 

Camp  on  AAdnter  Hill,  Sep.  2A  1775. 
AIy  dear  Friexd  : 

AYe  have  just  heard  of  the  strange  manoeuvre  of 
sending  back  the  clothing  which  was  taken  from  Phila- 
delphia. I have  only  time  to  express  my  astonishment 
and  apprehension  that  this  conduct  will  betray  some  de- 
gree of  fear,  than  which  nothing  can  be  more  perni- 
cious both  here  and  on  the  other  side  of  the  water. 
Upon  this  principle,  I must  confess  I was  shocked  at 
your  last  Address  to  the  King.  I am  confident  it  will 
do  mischief ; it  will  bring  on  a negotiation,  which  per- 
haps will  be  fatal.  That  callous  tyrant  must  liave  his 
fears  alone  worked  ip^on.  If  I did  address  him,  I 
would  do  it  in  the  following  style  : “ Sir,  if  you  do  not 
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witlidraw  your  troops  upon  the  receipt  of  this,  we  will 
absolve  ourselves  from  all  allegiance  to  you,  and  we 
Avill  divoi'ce  ourselves  forever  from  Britain,  whose  abject 
patience  in  sntfering  such  tyranny  as  that  she  has  expe- 
rienced through  your  whole  reign,  renders  her  totally 
ninvorthy  to  l)e  the  presiding  power  of  a great  Empire.” 

This  is  the  style  yon  should  adojT ; it  is  the  only 
style  which  can  possildy  succeed.  I rejoice  that  Con- 
gress has  made  the  accpiisition  of  your  brother.  My 
love  and  res])ects  to  him.  Have  you  received  my  long 
scroll.  For  God’s  sake  let  me  hear  from  yon  soon. 
God  bless  yon,  my  dear  friend,  and  send  the  common 
cause  all  the  success  it  merits  from  a riMiteons  beino:. 

Fare^vell ! Yours,  most  truly  and  sincerely, 

Charles  Lee. 


F ROM  General  Greene.  • 

Prospect  Hill,  Sept  5,  1775. 
Sir 

The  liearer  Colonel  Eblions  [Aborn]  from  Bhode 
Island  is  a Gentleman  of  good  Character  and  a family 
of  distinction — from  his  pidilic  Spirit  he  has  permit- 
ted his  Son  to  enter  into  the  Service  a lad  of  aliont 
fourteen  years  of  age.  He  is  now  Sick  in  hosj)ital 
— the  Doctor  recommends  a ride  into  the  Country — 
The  Colonel  has  lironght  down  a Shaize  to  carry  him 
and  one  Thornton  home  with  him,  they  are  both  unfit  for 
duty  and  will  lie  for  some  time.  As  soon  as  they  get 
fit  for  duty  the  Colonel  promises  to  return  them  to 
Cam]) — Yon  may  depend  upon  his  honor  in  what  he 
engages — I wish  yon  may  find  freedom  to  gratify  the 
Colonel  in  liis  recpiest.  I am  Sir  your  most  obedient 
humble  Servant 


Nath  Greene. 
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Camp  on  Winter  Hill  5^’"  Sept  1775. 

The  within  named  John  Anthony  Aborn  A ChrisT 
Thornton  in  Colo  Varnmn’s  Reo^inient  has  leave  of  ab- 
sence  for  live  weeks  for  the  recovery  of  their  Health 
(Signed)  Charles  Lee  Major  Geiiei*al. 


To  Eobert  Morris. 

Camp  at  Prospect  Hill  Sept.  7.  1775. 


My  hear  Sir 

I have  received  yoiir  letter  of  August  26*^  and  have 
just  time  to  answer  you  by  a single  line  the  powers  you 
are  invested  with  I apprehend  are  sufficient  to  comj^jlete 
the  business  which  I have  so  much  at  heart.  I wish  it 
may  be  done  as  soon  as  possible  and  am  most  happy 
that  you  have  undertaken  it,  as  I have  if  possible  a 
greater  confidence  in  you  than  myself — but  enough  of 
this — You  have  judged  extremely  well  in  not  trusting 
too  much  to  M'’  Hite  as  he  is  by  all  reports  a very  acute 
genius.  As  to  the  mortgages,  we  were  apprized  at 
Philadelphia  and  sent  a list  of  ’em  to  M""  Norse  and  M*" 
White — Adieu  My  dr  Sir, 

Yours  most  affectionately 

C.  Lee. 

You  mentioned  to  me  a bond  I was  to  sign — -Why  is 
it  not  arrived  ? 

Altho’  we  want  powder  most  cruelly  we  rather  ap- 
proach than  retire  from  the  Enemy.  On  Sunday  sev- 
enight  I took  possession  of  Plow’d  Hill  with  the  loss 
only  of  four  men.  I should  have  compounded  for  sixty 
or  an  hundred  men.  We  have  made  it  a very  strong 
post  so  that  M’'  Gage  will  almost  begin  to  think  that 
oui*  affectation  of  besieging  him  is  something  like 
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reallity.  I write  a line  by  tliis  Post  informing  Mr. 
Ilite  that  I imagine  yonr  Powers  are  sufficient.  My 
respects  to  Mrs.  Morris. 


To  Benjamhst  Rrsii. 

Camp  on  Winter  Hill  Sep.  y®  19.  1775. 

My  Dr.  Rush, 

I am  extremely  sorry  that  your  Philadelphians  have 
been  buoy’d  up  with  the  news  of  so  complete  a victory, 
and  more  so  that  I am  the  Piero  who  have  gain’d  it — 
WJien  men  fall  from  great  expectations,  They  are  apt 
to  esteem  themselves  (leceiv’d  by  those  who  have  been 
the  reputed  actors  of  the  things  Pdiey  wish’d,  altho’ 
They  had  no  hand  in  raising  these  expectations — Not 
a syllable  of  the  Bunker’s  Hill  seduction  and  victory 
has  the  least  foundation  in  truth,  indeed  from  all  ap- 
j^earances  not  all  the  astutia  of  Hanibal  or  Sertorius 
wou’d  draw  ’em  from  their  nest — let  me  communicate 
to  you  my  sentiments,  but  at  the  same  time  I must  de- 
sire you  to  be  secret.  I think  then  We  might  have  at- 
tack’d’ em  long  before  this  and  with  success,  were  our 
Troops  differently  constituted- — but  the  fatal  perswasion 
has  taken  deep  root  in  the  minds  of  the  Americans  from 
the  highest  to  the  lowest  order  that  they  are  no  match 
for  the  Regulars,  but  when  cover’d  by^  a wall  or  breast 
work.  This  notion  is  still  further  strengthen’d  by  the 
endless  works  We  are  throwing  up^ — in  short  unless  we 
can  remove  the  idea  (and  it  must  be  done  by  degrees) 
no  spirited  action  can  be  ventur’d  on  without  the  great- 
est risk- — to  inculcate  a different  way  of  thinking,  to 
ins|)ire  ’em  with  some  confidence  pugnando  manubus,  I 
first  propos’d  a body  of  spearmen  for  each  Regiment  at 
Philadelphia,  and  I con’d  perceive  that  the  proposal 
appear’d  to  many  to  be  the  23roduction  of  a distemper’d 
brain ; but  I am  afraid  They  may  find  to  their  cost 
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some  time  or  other  tliat  the  principle  was  sound,  and 
that  They  will  suifer  l)y  not  adopting  it.  You  alarm 
me  extremely  in  expressing  a])})rehensions  of  divisions 
starting  up  amongst  the  menil)ers  of  the  Congress. 
Good  Gods,  I was  in  hopes  that  we  shou’d  rea|)  the  full 
harvest  Which  We  have  sown  with  such  infinite  pains 
and  labor.  [I  agree  with  you  entirely  in  the  opinion 
that  they  ought  (at  least  half  of  them)  to  be  changed 
annually.]  I condemn  with  you  the  barl)arous,  dan- 
gerous custom  of  loading  the  Servants  of  the  People 
^vdth  the  trappings  of  Court  Titles.  I cannot  conceive 
who  the  Devil  first  devis’d  the  bauble  of  Excellency 
for  their  Commander  in  Chief,  or  the  more  ridiculous  of 
His  Honour  for  me- — ^Upon  my  Soul  They  make  me 
spew — -even  the  tacking  honorable  to  the  Continental 
Congress  creates  a wambling  in  my  stomack^ — What 
coil’d  add  dignity  to  the  simple  title  of  the  Continental 
Congress  of  America,  as  long  as  they  do  their  duty  ? 
And  the  instant  They  grow  corrujit  or  slavish  from 
timidity  all  the  rumbling  sounds  of  honorable,  serene, 
mighty,  sublime,  or  magnanimous,  will  only  make  their 
infamy  more  infamous.  I am  much  pleas’d  that  my 
laughing  at  M""  Adams’s  description  of  me  in  his  inter- 
cepted Letter  has  met  with  approbation — but  I cannot 
conceive  how  any  man  who  has  any  share  of  under- 
standing coil’d  be  offended  at  it.  I am  called  whimsi- 
cal and  a lover  of  Dogs.  As  to  the  former  charge,  I 
am  heartily  glad  that  it  is  my  character,  for  untill  the 
common  ]*otine  of  mankind  is  somewhat  mended  I shall 
wish  to  remain  and  be  thought  eccentric — and  when 
my  honest  quadruped  Friends  are  equat’d  by  the  Ijiiieds 
in  fidelity,  gratitude,  or  even  good  sense  I ivdll  promise 
to  liecome  as  warm  a philanthropist  as  Mr.  Addison 
himself  affected  to  be— to  say  the  truth  I think  tlie 
strongest  proof  of  a good  heart  is  to  love  Dogs  and  dis- 
like Mankind.  I know  very  well  that  it  is  hazarding  a 
great  deal  to  profess  a dislike  to  mankind  in  general, 
but  if  you  are  generous,  undesigning  and  public  s})iritecl 
yourself,  you  will  naturally  ex]3ect  the  same  in  others ; 
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and  tlie  frequent  disappointments  We  meet  witli  as 
naturally  sours  us  against  tlie  wliole  species — it  certain- 
ly appears  paradoxical,  but  if  you  will  examine  liistory 
you  ^vill  find  all  or  almost  all  the  Enthusiasts  for  gen- 
eral liberty  had  the  reputation  of  being  cynically  dis- 
])Os’d — now  I chuse  to  construe  a cynical  disposition  a 
love  of  Dogs,  in  ])reference  to  some  other  animals  who 
are  ])leas’d  to  think  their  convenience,  pleasures,  and 
dignity  were  the  only  ol^jects  of  the  great  Creator  of 
all  things.  So  much  for  Jfogs  and  myself.  [I  do  sup- 
j)ose  Dickison  will  be  confoundedly  piqued  at  Adams’s 
attack  on  Ids  genius — I am  sorry  it  has  been  published — 
altho’  I really  think  his  late  proceedings  cannot  be  rec- 
onciled to  consummate  talents  or  even  common  sense — 
l)ut  you  remendjer  the  maxim  of  de  Retz  that  the  head 
is  always  the  dupe  of  tlie  heart — and  if  I have  any  ob- 
servation— the  natural  constitutional  pusillanimity  of 
our  Farmer  has  i*endered  him  totally  unfit  to  tread  the 
stage  of  pulilic  affairs  Avhen  pieces  of  bustle  and  action 
are  to  lie  performed.  He  might  and  I believe  he  would 
acquit  himself  well  in  the  declamation  of  the  senten- 
tious uninteresting  Comedy  of  Terrence  as  long  as  the 
tlieatre  is  hush’d  liut  the  least  uproar  either  in  the  pit 
or  boxes  wou’d  })ut  him  so  out  of  his  part^ — that  he 
would  liave  a chance  of  being  hissed,  laughed  at  and 
perhaps  pelted  with  oranges.] 

I intreat.  My  Dr.  Rush,  you  will  ])ardon  this  damn’d 
hea])  of  nonsense,  for  to  confess  honestly,  I can  make 
neither  head  or  tail  of  it  myself,  and  I have  no  time  to 
Avrite  a letter,  and  if  I liad  time  I have  no  paper.  So 
adieu,  and  believe  me  to  be  most  sincerely  yours 

Charles  Lee. 


To  JoHx  Adams. 


Camp,  5 October,  1775. 

My  Dear  Sir  : — As  you  may  possil)ly  harbor  some 
sus])icions  that  a certain  passage  in  your  intercepted 
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letters  (may)  have  made  some  disagreeable  impressions 
on  my  mind,  I think  it  necessary  to  assure  you  that  it 
is  cpiite  the  reverse.  Until  the  1)nlk  of  mankind  is 
much  altered,  1 consider  the  reputation  of  being  whim- 
sical and  eccentric  rather  as  a panegyric  than  sarcasm, 
and  my  love  of  dogs  passes  with  me  as  a still  higher 
compliment.  I have,  thank  Heaven  ! a heart  suscejDti- 
ble  of  friendship  and  affection.  I must  have  some  ob- 
ject to  embrace.  Consequently,  when  once  I can  be 
convinced  that  men  are  as  worthy  objects  as  dogs,  I 
shall  transfer  my  benevolence,  and  become  as  staunch 
a philanthropist  as  the  canting  Addison  affected  to  be. 
But  you  must  not  conclude  from  hence  that  I give  in 
to  general  misanthropy.  On  the  contrary,  when  I 
meet  with  a biped  endowed  with  generosity,  valor,  good 
sense,  patriotism,  and  zeal  for  the  rights  of  humanity 
I contract  a friendship  and  passion'  for  him  amount- 
ing to  bigotry  or  dotage ; and  let  me  assure  you  without 
compliments  that  you  yourself  appear  to  me  possessed 
of  these  qualities.  I give  you  my  word  and  honor  that 
I am  serious ; and  I should  be  unhappy  to  the  greatest 
degree  if  I thought  you  would  doubt  of  my  sincerity. 
Your  opinion,  therefore,  of  my  attainments  as  a soldier 
and  scholar  is  extremely  flattering.  Long  may  you 
continue  in  this,  to  me,  gratissimiis  error.  But  some- 
thing too  much  of  this. 

Before  this  reaches  you,  the  astonishing  and  terrify- 
ing accusation,  or  rather  detection,  of  Dr.  Church,  will 
be  reported  to  the  Congress.  I call  it  astonishing,  for, 
admitting  his  intentions  not  to  be  criminal,  so  gross  a 
piece  of  stupidity  in  so  sensible  a man  is  quite  a por- 
tent ; and,  supposing  him  guilty,  it  is  terrifying  to  the 
last  degree,  as  such  a revolt  must  naturally  infect  with 
jealousy  all  |)olitical  affiance.  It  will  spread  an  uni- 
versal diffidence  and  suspicion,  than  which  nothing  can 
be  more  pernicious  to  men  embarked  in  a cause  like 
ours,  the  corner  stone  of  which  is  laid  not  only  on 
honor,  virtue,  and  disinterestedness,  but  on  the  persua- 
sion that  the  whole  are  actuated  by  the  same  divine 
14 
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piinciples.  I devoutly  wish  that  such  may  not  be  the 
effects. 

We  long  here  to  receive  some  news  from  the  Con- 
gress. Now  is  the  time  to  shew  your  firmness.  If  the 
least  timidity  is  displayed,  we  and  all  posterity  are 
ruined  ; on  the  contrary,  at  this  crisis  courage  and  stea- 
diness must  infuse  the  blessings  of  liberty  not  only  to 
Great  Britain  but  perhaps  to  all  mankind.  Do  not  go 
]iobl)ling  on,  like  tlie  Prince  of  Lilliput,  with  one  high- 
heeled  shoe,  one  low  one,  for  you  will  undoubtedly  fall 
upon  your  noses  every  step  you  take.  It  is  my  humble 
opinion  that  you  ought  to  begin  by  confiscating  (or  at 
least  laying  under  heavy  contributions)  the  estates  of 
all  the  notorious  enemies  to  American  libert}^  through 
the  Continent.  This  would  ligliten  the  burthen  which 
must  otherwise  fall  heavy  on  the  shoulders  of  the  com- 
munity. That  afterwards  you  should  invite  all  the  mari- 
time powers  of  the  world  into  your  ports.  If  they  are 
so  dull  as  not  to  accept  the  invitation,  wean  yourselves 
from  all  ideas  of  foreign  commerce,  and  become  en- 
tirely a nation  of  ploughmen  and  soldiers.  A little 
habit,  and  I am  persuaded  you  will  bless  yourselves  for 
the  resolution.  But  I am  running  into  an  essay ; shall, 
therefore,  to  prevent  pedantry  and  impertinence,  stop 
short  with  once  more  assuring  you  that  I am. 

Most  truly  and  affectionately  yours 

C.  Lee. 


My  respects  to  your  namesake,  and  let  me  hear 
from  you.  Spada  sends  his  love  to  you,  and  declares, 
in  very  intelligible  language,  that  he  has  fared  much 
better  since  your  allusion  to  him,  for  he  is  caressed 
now  by  all  ranks,  sexes,  and  ages. 
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To  Benjamijt  Rush, 

Camj^  on  Winter  Hill  Oct.  y"  10'"^  [1775.] 

My  Dr.  Rush, 

I tliinlv  you  ought  to  apologise  for  your  apologies. 
I have  often  told  you  that  nothing  can  give  me  greater 
j^leasure  than  the  frequency  of  yonr  letters — I only  wish 
youwou’d  make  ’em  longer — for  God’s  sake  let  me  have 
one  every  j^ost  and  add  something  to  the  length — si  nihil 
liahes  quod  soribas,  hoc  nihil  scribas.  General  Wash- 
ington’s letter  I think  a very  good  one,  but  Gage  cer- 
tainly deserv’d  a still  stronger  one,  such  as  it  was  before 
it  was  soften’d — that  gentleman  has  now  run  his  race  of 
glory — I am  afraid  your  intended  Pliilippic  will  not 
reach  him — damn  him  ! let  [us  leave]  him  alone  to  the 
hell  of  his  own  conscience  and  the  infamy  which  must 
inevitably  attend  him ! You  see  I have  not  left  otf 
swearing,  but  am  in  ho];)es  that  your  reproofs  and  time 
will  bring  about  reformation.  I am  sorry  that  we  have 
reason  to  apprehend  bad  consequences  from  the  pul^li- 
cation  of  Adams’s  letter — surely  Dickenson  cannot  be 
so  ill  arm’d  in  zeal  for  liberty  as  to  suffer  private  pique 
to  slacken  him  in  the  public  cause — if  it  has  this  effect, 
he  must  forfeit  all  title  to  the  rej^utation  of  a truly  vir- 
tuous citizen.  What  in  the  Devil’s  natne  possesses  the 
Congress  in  not  giving  orders  to  seize  that  scoundrel 
Tryon  ? — Scoundrel  is  not  too  harsh  an  epithet  for  the  man 
who  will  accept  of  any  office  under  the  present  hellish 
Administration,  as  They  can  only  hold  their  office  by  a 
Scoundrel  Tenure — any  delicacy  of  this  kind  at  present 
is  not  only  ridiculous  l3ut  must  be  pernicious — it  con- 
firms me  in  an  oj^inion  that  I have  long  held — viz  : that 
in  j^ublic  Contests,  Rogues  with  inferior  capacities,  are 
an  overmatch  for  the  honest,  with  superior — the  latter 
are  always  hesitating  lest  They  should  not  act  conso- 
nantly to  the  rule  of  rectitude,  whereas  the  former  find 
no  stumbling  blocks.  Cato’s  parts  were  perhaj)s  equal 
to  Caesar’s,  but  Cato  would  never  have  forced  the  doors  of 
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the  Temple  of  Ops  where  the  publick  treasure  was  lodg’d. 
Bi'utus  (cou’d  he  have  relax’d  at  certain  junctures  from 
his  inhexible  divine  notions  of  honor  and  virtue)  wou’d 
have  baffled  and  crush’d  that  reprobate  Anthony — in- 
deed a thousand  instances  might  be  produced  from 
ancient  History  in  support  of  my  Hypothesis.  I sup- 
pose the  Tories  are  in  high  spirits  with  the  news  of 
Hanoverians,  Hessians,  Ships  of  War,  — for  my  own 
j)art  I maintain  the  same  opinion  the  more  They  send 
the  better,  the  sooner  They  will  be  exhausted,  & I am 
sure  if  We  continue  firm  They  cannot  subdue  us — the 
Congress  must  give  better  pay  to  their  Officers,  for  the 
present  miserable  pittance  will  not  tempt  men  of  libe- 
ral notions  to  engage  in  the  Service — it  is  indeed  a for- 
tune to  the  low  wretches  who  live  like  the  Common  Sol- 
diers and  with  the  Common  Soldiers,  but  men  who 
chuse  to  preserve  the  decent  distance  of  officers,  must 
have  a decent  subsistence,  and  without  this  distance  no 
authority  or  respect  can  be  expected.  I once  was  of 
opinion,  that  some  Battalions  from  the  Southward  wou’d 
be  necessary — but  I have  alter’d  my  opinion.  I am  now 
perswaded  you  have  not  to  the  Southward  so  good  mate- 
rials for  common  soldiers.  Your  Biflemen  have  a good 
deal  open’d  our  eyes  upon  this  subject,  tho’  to  do  justice 
to  their  officers  They  are  unexceptionable;  their  Privates 
are  in  general  damn’d  riffi  raff — dirty,  mutinoiT^g,  and  dis- 
affected. We  grow  very  impatient  for  Powder.  [You 
ought,  my  Friend,  to  be  a little  more  upon  your  guard  in 
declaring  your  Bepublican  sentiments  to  the  Southern 
Peo])le — Virginians  and  Carolinians  are  not  yet  prepared 
for  such  doctrines.]  I must  now  close — the  Post  is  just 
going  out — Give  my  respects  to  Colonel  Cadwallader — 
I have  received  his  letter  recommending  Mr.  Duncan — 
but  Mr.  Duncan  is  not  here — I intend  to  answer  the 
Colonel  next  post,  but  cannot  at  present. 

Yours  most  affectionately 

Charles  Lee. 
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To  Benjamin^  Rush. 

Camp  on  Winter  Hill,  Oct"  20. 

My  Rush, 

I hope  you  received  my  last  letter  wherein  I hinted 
-to  yon  how  necessary  it  is  to  be  cautious  in  broach- 
ing your  Republican  doctrines,  tho’  I cannot,  for  my 
own  part  conceive  that  there  should  be  two  opinions 
on  the  subject,  and  think  that  the  most  nonsensical 
idea  that  ever  enter’d  the  head  of  that  nonsensical 
animal,  man,  is  to  invest  the  most  stupid  and  worth- 
less part  of  his  species  (which  a Prince  from  his 
education  must  undoubtedly  be)  with  so  great  a |)art 
of  his  property  as  to  enable  him  to  take  away  the  rest 
at  his  leisure,  and  to  encourage  him  to  every  transgres- 
sion of  duty  by  assuring  him  of  personal  impunity,  for 
such  I think  is  the  substance  of  those  divine  maxims  of 
the  English  Constitution ; viz : a King  can  do  no  ivrong 
— his  Person  is  to  he  considered  as  Sacred^  and  other 
similar  disgusting  absurdities — these  beastly  Barbarisms 
so  shocking  to  common  sense,  and  repugnant  to  the  eter- 
nal rules  of  justice,  strike  my  understanding,  I say  so  for- 
cibly, that  there  is  no  miracle  recorded  in  sacred  writ  half 
so  miraculous  in  my  opinion,  as  that  there  shoii’d  be  two 
men  who  are  suffer’d  to  go  about  without  bibs  and  bells, 
blockheads  enough  to  give  into  ’em — but  We  must  deal 
with  the  Animal  beastly  and  barbarous  as  We  find  it 

You  are  a Physician,  and  I believe  an  able  one — 

Wou’d  you  venture  to  prescribe  at  once  wholesome  solid 
nutritious  diet  to  a stomack  weaken’d  and  contaminated 
by  a flimsy  windy  and  noxious  course  of  feeding  ? It  is 
the  same  in  politicks.  I am  the  more  perswaded  of  the 
necessity  of  management  in  this  article  from  the  con- 
versation held  by  all  our  late  Virginia  and  Carolina 
Visitors.  They  seem  to  me  without  excej)tion  to  be 
exactly  in  the  whimsical  state  of  the  Prince  of  Lilijout 
hobbling  with  one  high  shoe  and  one  low  one — honiines 
qni  nec  totam  servitutem  jgati  possunt^  nec  tota7n  liherta- 
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tern — I am  apj^reliensive,  tliat  I have  myself  been  too 
unguarded  upon  this  subject — Poor  Gates,  who  is  as  mad 
an  enthusiast  as  Colonel  Pumbald  himself  has  fright- 
en’d ’em  out  of  their  Wits — For  God’s  sake  then,  let 
time  and  circumstances  work — Our  damn’d  Tyrant  of 
St.  James’s  whose  folly,  if  j)ossible,  surpasses  his  villany 
will  if  you  give  him  ropes  bring  about  the  righteous 
event — Already  the  ton  is  amongst  those,  who  are  so 
hard  to  be  wean’d  from  the  Worship  of  the  golden  Calf, 

that  they  begin  to  suspect  the  K is  full  as  bad  as 

the  worst  of  his  Ministry,  to  have  advanc’d  such  a j^ro})- 
osition  last  year,  wou’d  have  been  thought  treason  and 
im])iety.  Next  year — if  you  will  have  patience  King 
and  Tyrant  will  be  a synonimous  term  as  it  was  in  the 
glorious  epocha’s  of  Greece — nay  I am  even  sanguine 
enough  to  hatter  myself  that  Nurses  will  soon  frighten 
their  naughty  children  if  They  do  not  cease  crying  that 
the  King  will  fetch  ’em  away.  [En  attendant,  I wish 
you  wou’d  keej:)  your  pen  bright  in  its  scabbard  and  only 
draw  it  when  absolute  occasion  requires.] 

Yours  most  sincerely. 


I wish  you  wou’d  write  every  Post.  I wish  you 
may  ])e  able  to  read  this — I am  sure  I cannot — it  is 
damn’d  late  and  the  j)©!!  execrable. 

To  Doctor  Benjamin  Kush,  Philadelphia. 


To  Alexander  McDougall. 

Camj)  on  Winter  Hill  Oc^""  ye  26^^  [1775.] 

Dr  Sir — 

You  will  have  heard  long  before  this  of  the  inhuman 
busyness  of  Falmouth — the  tragedy  acted  by  these  hell- 
hounds of  an  execrable  Ministry  with  a more  accursed 
Tyrant  at  their  head  now  calls  out  for  decision — for 
Heaven’s  sake,  My  Dr  Sir,  let  your  City  no  longer  hold 
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tlie  honest  in  suspense  by  their  shilly  shally  mode  of 
conduct  is  this  a time  when  whole  commnnities  are  laid 
waste  by  the  Dogs  of  AYar  to  address  or  suffer  addresses 
to  be  presented  to  the  delegate  of  an  infernal  Despot  ? 
can  any  man  in  his  senses  suppose  that  Tryon  who  can- 
not hold  his  commission  by  any  other  tenure  but  that 
of  contriving  by  fraud  or  force  to  subvert  the  freedom 
of  this  Continent  be  dup’d  by  his  j)rofessions  ? A^ou 
are,  it  seems,  afraid  of  your  Town  in  the  first  place  I do 
not  believe  tliat  They  dare  fire  upon  it— but  if  it  was 
earnestly  their  intention  you  have  I think,  the  means  of 
preventing  it — seize  by  one  bold  stroke  tliis  Tryon  and 
all  his  associates — then,  assure  the  Capt  of  the  Alan  of 
AA^ar  that  the  first  House  He  sets  on  fire  shall  be  the 
funeral  pile  of  his  Excellency — and  Y^on  onglit  really  to 
execute  your  threats — if  yon  do  not  adopt  this  method, 
I am  confident  you  will  repent  it — if  the  seizure  of  his 
Person  cannot  be  effected  by  public  authority,  yon  may 
work  upon  some  glowing  young  Particulars  to  the  un- 
dertaking I can  solemnly  assure  you  when  the  stroke  is 
struck  it  will  be  supported  and  apj)lauded  by  the  Alen 
whose  support  and  applause  I am  persuaded,  you  are 
most  ambitious  and  interested  to  obtain — I can,  further 
assure  you  that  in  this  quarter  many  murmurs  and  much 
discontent  are  already  heard  and  manifested  from  its 
not  having  been  done — but  the  intemperance  of  my 
zeal  will,  I am  afraid,  hurry  me  into  impertinence  at 
least  using  arguments  of  instigation  with  the  most  ar- 
dent of  Patriots  (for  such  you  are  most  justly  esteem’d) 
is  not  very  consistent* with  modesty  or  decency,  but  the 
very  ardor  with  which  you  are  possess’d  will  insure  my 
pardon — there  is  another  report  prevalent  in  the  army 
not  much  to  the  advantage  of  New  York — it  is  said  that 
your  People  of  the  lower  and  honester  class  had  seiz’d 
a number  of  Blankets,  that  your  Congress  restored  ’em 
to  the  Officers  of  the  Crown,  you  may  easily  conceive 
how  unpopular  and  odious  such  a step  must  be — The 
Soldiers  here  starving  from  want  of  Cloathing  cannot 
well  relish  a complaisance  of  this  nature — but  the  higher 
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order  of  Officers  seem  still  more  shock’d — Once  more, 
My  Dr  Sir,  I beg  you  will  excuse  these  liberties — and 
believe  me  to  be  most  truly  and  sincerely  yours — 

Charles  Dee. 


To  Bexjamix  Kush. 

Camj)  on  Winter  Hill,  Nov’’  y®  13th, 

My  Dr.  Kush, 

I suspect  some  neglect  or  treachery  in  the  Post,  as 
I have  only  received  one  letter  from  you,  and  have 
wrote  most  constantly — the  single  letter  I receiv’d  was 
a very  good  one — the  spirit  of  attack  as  your  new 
military  friend  tells  you  has  undoubtedly  an  advantage 
over  the  mere  simple  spirit  of  defence.  Duke  Ferdi- 
nand is  beyond  dispute  a very  great  soldier,  but  if  he  is 
at  the  same  time  a Philosopher  he  wou’d  not  dictate  the 
same  measure  to  different  Troops — if  the  Army  before 
Boston  had  been  Kussians,  Boston  must  have  been  ours, 
or  the  Generals  ought  to  be  hang’d — but  They  are  not 
Kussians  and  the  Generals  are  or  ought  to  be  uncen- 
surable — if  the  W ar  continues  They  will  meliorate  and 
We  shall  act  accordingly — the  men  (as  I observ’d  be- 
fore) are  excellent  materials,  but  the  lower  order  of 
officers  are  execrable.  They  are  intriguing,  factious, 
and  dastardly — this  I speak  with  exceptions — but  the 
bulk  deserve  the  epithets — Our  new  Army  will  I hope 
and  ])elieve  be  good.  We  purge  it  daily.  What  do 
you  think  of  the  proclamation  ? it  has  the  air  (in  my 
opinion)  of  great  tremor  and  trepidation.  The  Tyrants 
have  not  the  courage  to  specify  who  They  mean  by 
Kebels — No  man  can  guess  at  whom  their  thunder  is 
levell’d — the  Congress  passes  by  unmention’d — divers 
People  in  divers  parts  abetted  by  divers  unknown  cor- 
respondent Kebellious  traitorous  Persons  at  home  are 
told  what  ? that  the  King  is  determin’d  to  put  an  end 
to  their  traitorous  actions  and  more  traitorous  corre- 
S2:>ondence — in  fact,  if  ever  there  was  a brutum  fulmen, 
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this  is  fiilmen  brutissininm — a guard  in  my  division 
has  just  taken  two  Prisoners  from  Bunkers  Hill ; three 
Deserters  are  likewise  come  into  Boxborough.  They 
tell  us  that  three  or  four  or  live  Transports  are  arriv’d 
in  the  harbour  but  that  the  rest  are  beating  on  the 
coast — if  so  They  have  a blessed  time  of  it  for  the 
North  Easterly  storms  have  been  violent  and  without 
intermission.  We  perhaps  may  strike  the  same  motto 
that  Elizabeth  did — ahlavit  Dens  et  Dissipantur — the 
Congress  have  now  a noble  field  to  display  virtue,  lib- 
erality, and  ancient  heroism — Methinks  I see  a Fabri- 
cius  mounting  a Eostrum  in  Canada,  proclaiming  by 
sound  of  trumpet  liberty  to  the  people.  I am  most 
sincerely  rejoiced  that  my  Friend  Montgomery  is  the 
Conqueror — my  virtue  is  mounted  to  that  height  that 
I am  indifferent  about  military  honor[s]  myself,  if  the 
Public  cause  is  triumphant  tho’  I believe  We  shall  have 
field  here  before  We  have  done,  to  shew  what  we  are, 
for  unless  I am  much  deceived  in  General  Howe  he 
will  put  us  to  the  tryal.  God  bless  you  my  D''  Friend, 
and  write  to  me  every  post. 

Yours  most  Sincerely 

C.  Lee. 

Apropos  — We  had  a scurry  the  other  day  on 
Lechmore’s  Point  with  General  Clinton  and  a body  of 
his  Mirmydons.  Col.  Thompson  and  his  Bifiers  acquit- 
ted themselves  most  nobly — Our  Friend  Miffiin  play’d 
the  part  of  himself,  that  is,  of  a Hero. 

To  Doctor  Benjamin  Bush,  Philadelphia. 


From  James  Otis. 

Council  Chamber,  November  14,  1775. 

Sir  : 

The  Council,  to  their  great  surprise,  last  evening 
were  informed  that  a copy  of  a letter,  lately  from  Ire- 
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land,  had  l)een  taken,  the  writer  of  which  mentions  the 
name  of  Lee  not  in  the  most  favorable  point  of  light. 
It  was  not  transcribed  by  the  Council,  nor  any  member 
thereof,  nor  were  they  privy  to  its  being  done.  They 
think  it  criminal  that  they  should  have  presumed  to  do 
it.  They  will  do  all  in  their  power  to  i^revent  the 
spread  of  any  copies  and  impressions  on  the  minds  of 
the  people  to  the  disadvantage  of  your  Honor.  The 
letter  produced  no  one  unfavorable  idea  of  yon  in  the 
minds  of  the  Council.  They  are  sensi})le  that  the  fair- 
est and  the  most  unblemished  character  is  not  a sufficient 
shield  against  the  attempts  of  malignant  foes,  stimulated 
by  malice  and  a different  interest  to  vilify  and  traduce. 
But,  so  far  from  that,  when  we  consider  the  present 
state  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  servile  sentiments  of  too 
many  of  the  people  there,  that  you  were  educated  in  the 
highest  reverence  for  the  rights  of  mankind,  and  the 
j^artial  regard  which  you  have  discovered  for  the  people 
of  America,  whose  hearts  are  filled  with  gratitude,  we 
are  at  a loss  to  know  which  is  the  highest  evidence  of 
your  virtues — the  greatness  and  number  of  your  friends, 
or  the  malice  and  envy  of  your  foes. 

In  the  name  and  by  the  order  of  the  Council : 

James  Otis, 

President. 

To  General  Lee. 


To  Bobert  Morris. 

CamjD  Nov.  22*^  1775. 

My  Dr  friend. 

If  I omit  writing  to  you  by  every  post  you  must  at- 
tribute it  to  the  absolute  impossibility  arising  from  the 
hurry  of  business  or  want  of  matter,  for  my  inclinations 
are  to  be  eternally  talking  to  you  or  thanking  you  for 
the  many  acts  of  friendship  I have  received  from  your 
hands — Did  Hell  ever  S2)awn  such  a rascal  as  that  Hite  ? 
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How  lucky  it  is  we  did  not  advance  any  sum  of  money 
to  liim  ? As  I am  pleased  witli  liis  place  I have  given 
ill] mictions  to  Mr.  Nonrse  to  submit  to  liis  imposi- 
tions if  on  tlie  whole  lie  thinks  it  a good  purcliase, 
if  not,  he  is  to  look  for  another  and  desired  for  that 
pnr])ose  to  keep  the  money  in  his  hands,  for  I have  now 
discarded  all  thoughts  of  returning  to  that  abominal:>le 
seat  of  corrujition  and  folly  my  native  Country.  No 
man  of  common  honesty  and  common  sense  can  reside 
in  it — things  now  wear  so  favorable  an  aspect ; fortune 
and  even  the  elements  conspire  in  so  wonderful  a man- 
ner that  we  must  be  sav’d  in  spite  of  ourselves.  The 
Tory  Army  in  Boston  are  by  all  accounts  of  Deserters 
in  such  inconceivable  distress  that  had  we  powder  and 
our  army  was  completed  it  is  most  probable  we  should 
get  possession  of  the  Town  this  winter  indeed  there  is 
reason  to  hope  that  without  the  first  of  these  circum- 
stances, disaifection,  mutiny  and  desertion  of  the  Troops 
may  throw  it  into  our  hands,  these  N.  England  men  are 
a strange  composition.  Their  commonality  is  undoubt- 
edly good,  but  they  are  so  defective  in  materials  for 
officers  that  it  must  require  time  to  make  a real  good 
army  out  of  ’em — enclosed  I send  you  the  address  of  the 
Generals  to  the  Soldiers.  You  must  know  that  some 
Officers  who  are  discarded  from  the  service  are  suspect- 
ing of  exerting  themselves  to  dissuade  the  soldiers  from 
reenlisting — to  countei^act  their  machinations  was  the 
design  of  this  paper.  I am  in  raptures  with  the  ad- 
dresses of  your  associations  and  Privates.  I defy  the 
world  to  quote  performance  breathing  greater  senti- 
ments or  replete  with  more  solid  reasoning — did  ever 
impudence  and  cant  match  that  of  the  Quakers,  to  enjoy 
all  the  ])lessings  of  liberty  without  contributing  a single 
mite  towards  the  acquiring  or  preservation  of  that  bless- 
ing is  a degree  of  iniquity  which  none  but  the  disciples 
of  Jesuitism  can  arrive  at — You  will  readily  excuse  the 
shortness  of  this  scroll,  whenever  I have  the  means  of 
entertaining  or  informing  you  my  letters  shall  be  sine 
fine — Adieu  my  D""  Morris—  my  love  and  regards  to  your 
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fair  and  most  sensible  partner,  and  believe  me  to  be 
most  sincerely 

Yours 

Chaeles  Lee. 


To  Kobeet  Moeeis. 

Camp  on  Winter  Hill  Dec.  9. [1775.] 

My  D^  feieni), 

I have  just  received  the  agreeable  news  that  my 
purchase  is  compleated  and  on  terms  more  grateful 
than  expected.  I once  more  must  earnestly  thank  you 
for  your  activity  and  zeal  to  serve  me,  if  I were  capable 
to  forget  the  obligations  I have  to  you  for  a single  in- 
stant I should  deserve  all  the  abuse  which  I find  I am 
loaded  with  in  letters  intercepted  and  some  of  the  pub- 
lic papers,  but  thank  heaven,  my  enemies  are  the  ene- 
mies of  virtue  and  liberty.  We  now  my  Friend  sail 
triumphantly  before  the  wind.  The  reduction  of  Can- 
ada for  I suppose  it  is  reduced  gives  the  coup  de  grace 
to  the  hellish  junto.  Montgomery  and  Arnold  deserve 
statues  of  Gold  and  I hope  the  Congress  will  erect  ’em. 
We  were  some  time  apprehensive  of  losing  everything 
from  the  backwardness  of  the  men  in  enlisting — it  is 
supposed  that  the  discarded  officers  laboured  to  render 
the  soldiers  disaffected,  but  the  men  really  have  public 
spirits  and  recruiting  goes  on  most  swimmingly.  I 
dare  say  we  shall  have  an  excellent  army  before  Spring 
— if  we  had  but  Powder,  Boston  would  be  ours,  I 
think  inevitably  this  winter — the  ministerialists  if  we 
may  believe  the  concurrent  accounts  of  Deserters  and 
others  who  have  broke  their  Prison  are  in  a most  dis- 
tressful situation  and  live  in  mortal  apprehension  of  be- 
ing daily  attacked  or  burnt  to  ashes — but  we  have  as 
yet  not  the  necessary  materials — for  God’s  sake  what 
was  the  meaning  ? or  on  what  principles  did  your  as- 
sembly lay  that  strange  injunction  on  their  delegates 
on  the  subject  of  independence  ? I do  not  find  that  the 
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question  was  ever  agitated  tlie  injunction  was  there- 
fore ill  timed  and  impolitic  to  say  no  more  of  it — it  can- 
not be  attended  with  any  good  consequences  and  may 
have  many  bad  ones,  it  indirectly  confirms  the  charge 
against  America  of  aiming  at  throwing  off  all  connexion 
with  the  parent  country  a charge  trumped  up  by  the 
creatures  of  administration  to  prejudice  the  people  at 
home  against  you — this  allegation  seem’d  to  have  no 
foundation  until  the  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania  had  fur- 
nished one — in  fact  it  appears  to  me  that  your  Pro- 
vince is  most  unfairly  and  inadequately  represented — 
that  it  must  be  corrected  and  rendered  more  competent, 
tho’  I know  it  is  pragmatical  and  impertinent  for  an 
alien  to  interfere  in  the  legislation  of  a country  if  the 
People  are  contented  with  it.  I cannot  help  wishing 
that  your  back  Countries  may  be  roused  into  some  me- 
lioration of  what  I esteem  so  imperfect — I have  written  a 
parting  letter  to  my  fiiend  Burgoyne  who  is  on  the 
point  of  sailing  for  England.  You  shall  have  a copy 
by  the  next  post — Gates  who  is  pleased  to  think  it  has 
great  merit  sends  one  to-morrow  to  Franklin — have  you 
done  anything  about  my  three  thousand  pounds  ? Not- 
withstanding the  late  stuff  called  a Proclamation  I am 
apt  to  believe  the  Bills  will  be  accepted  for  a Gentle- 
man here  lately  from  England  who  was  p'^esent  when 
it  was  read  at  the  Boyal  Exchange  makes  very  light  of  it. 
He  says  it  was  hissed,  groaned  and  universally  despised. 
In  short  I must  repeat  that  I believe  the  day  is  our 
own.  The  Canadian  business  must  upset  the  whole  sys- 
tem— Adieu  my  D’'  Sir.  God  bless  you-— my  respects  to 
Mrs  Morris — 

Yours  most  sincerely 

C.  Lee. 


222 


THE  LEE  PAPEES. 


To  General  Burgoyne. 

Camp  on  Prospect  Hill,  Dec.  1st,  1775. 

Dear  Sir, 

As  I am  just  informed  yon  are  ready  to  embark  for 
England,  I cannot  refrain  from  once  more  trespassing 
on  yonr  patience.  An  opportunity  is  now  presented  of 
immortalizing  yourself  as  the  saviour  of  your  country. 
The  wliole  British  empire  stands  tottering  on  the  brink 
of  ruin,  and  you  have  it  in  yonr  power  to  prevent  the 
fatal  catastrophe  ; but  it  will  admit  of  no  delay.  For 
heaven’s  sake  avail  yourself  of  the  precious  moment : 
put  an  end  to  the  delusion  : exert  the  voice  of  a bi*ave, 
virtuous  citizen  ; and  tell  the  people  at  home,  that  they 
must  immediately  rescind  all  their  impolitic,  iniqui- 
tous, tyrannical,  murderous  acts ; that  they  must  over- 
turn the  whole  frantic  system,  or  that  they  are  undone. 
You  ask  me,  in  your  letter,  if  it  is  independence  at 
which  the  Americans  aim  ? I answer.  No ; the  idea 
never  entered  a single  American’s  head,  until  the  most 
intolerable  oppression  forced  it  upon  them.  All  they 
required  was,  to  remain  masters  of  their  own  property, 
and  be  governed  by  the  same  equitable  laws  which 
they  had  enjoyed  from  the  first  formation  of  the  Colo- 
nies. The  ties  of  connection  which  bound  them  to  their 
jiarent  country,  were  so  dear  to  them,  that  he  who 
would  have  ventured  to  touch  them,  would  have  been 
considered  as  the  most  impious  of  mortals ; but  these 
sacred  ties,  the  same  men,  who  have  violated  or  baffled 
the  most  precious  laws  lind  rights  of  the  people  at 
home,  dissipated,  or  refused  to  account  for  their  treas- 
ures, tarnished  the  glory,  and  annihilated  the  import- 
ance of  the  nation : these  sacred  ties,  I say,  so  dear  to 
every  American,  Bute  and  his  tory  administration  are 
now  rending  asunder. 

You  ask,  whether  it  is  the  weight  of  taxes  of  which 
they  complain  ? I answer.  No  : It  is  the  principle  they 
combat,  and  they  would  be  guilty  in  the  eyes  of  God 
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and  men,  of  tlie  present  world,  and  all  jiosterity,  did  they 
not  reject  it;  for  if  it  were  admitted,  they  would  have 
nothing  that  they  could  call  their  own ; they  would  be 
in  a worse  condition  than  the  wretched  slaves  in  the 
West  India  islands,  whose  little  peculium  has  ever  been 
esteemed  inviolate.  But,  wherefore  should  I dwell  on 
this  ? Is  not  the  case  with  Ireland  the  same  with 
theirs  ? They  are  subordinate  to  the  British  empire ; 
they  are  subordinate  to  the  Parliament  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, but  they  tax  themselves.  Why,  as  the  case  is  sim- 
ilar, do  you  begin  with  them  ? But  you  know,  Mr. 
Burgoyne,  audacious  as  the  ministry  are,  they  dare  not 
attempt  it.  There  is  one  part  of  your  letter  which,  I 
confess  I do  not  understand.  If  I recollect  right,  (for 
I unfortunately,  have  not  the  letter  by  me,)  you  say 
that  if  the  privilege  of  taxing  themselves  is  what  the 
Americans  claim,  the  contest  is  at  an  end.  You  surely 
cannot  allude  to  the  propositions  of  North.  It  is  im- 
jDossible  that  you  should  not  think,  with  me  and  all 
mankijid,  that  these  propositions  are  no  more  or  less 
than  adding  to  a most  abominable  oppression,  a more 
abominable  insult.  But,  to  recur  to  the  question  of 
Americans  aiming  at  inde2:>endence  : Do  any  instruc- 
tions of  any  one  of  the  provinces  to  their  representa- 
tives, or  delegates,  furnish  the  least  ground  for  this  sus- 
picion ? On  the  contrary,  do  they  not  all  breathe  the 
strongest  attachment  and  filial  piety  to  their  parent 
country  ? But  if  she  discards  all  the  natural  tender- 
ness of  a mother,  and  acts  the  part  of  a cruel  step-dame, 
it  must  naturally  be  exj^ected  that  their  affections  will 
cease  ; the  ministry  leave  th^i  no  alternative,  cmt  ser- 
viri^  aitt  alienari jubeiit ; it  is  in  human  nature;  it  is 
a moral  obligation  to  adopt  the  latter.  But  the  fatal 
separation  has  not  yet  taken  place,  and  yourself,  your 
single  self,  my  friend,  may  j)erhaps,  jDrevent  it.  Upon 
the  ministry,  I am  afraid,  you  can  make  no  impression ; 
for,  to  repeat  a hackneyed  quotation, 

They  are  in  blood 

Stepped  in  so  far,  that,  should  they  wade  no  more. 

To  return  would  be  as  tedious  as  go  o’er. 
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But,  if  you  will  at  once  break  off  all  connections 
witk  these  pernicious  men  ; if  you  will  wave  all  consid- 
eration, but  the  salvation  of  your  country.  Great  Brit- 
ain may  stand  as  much  indebted  to  General  Burgoyne, 
as  Borne  was  to  her  Camillus.  Do  not,  I entreat  you, 
my  dear  Sir,  think  this  the  mad  rhapsody  of  an  enthu* 
siast,  nor  the  cant  of  a factious  designing  man ; for,  in 
these  colours,  I am  told,  I am  frequently  painted.  I 
swear  by  all  that’s  sacred,  as  I hope  for  comfort  and 
lionour  in  this  world,  and  to  avoid  misery  in  the  next, 
that  I most  earnestly  and  devoutly  love  my  native 
country  ; that  I wish  the  same  happy  relation  to  sub- 
sist for  ages  betwixt  her  and  her  children,  which  has 
raised  the  wide  arch  of  her  empire  to  so  stupendous 
and  enviable  a height ; but  at  the  same  time  I avow, 
that  if  the  parliament  and  people  should  be  depraved 
enough  to  support  any  longer  the  present  ministry  in 
their  infernal  scheme,  my  zeal  and  reverence  for  the 
rights  of  humanity  are  so  much  greater  than  my  fond- 
ness for  any  particular  spot,  even  the  place  of  my  na- 
tivity, that,  had  I any  influence  in  the  councils  of  Ame- 
rica, I would  advise  not  to  hesitate  a single  instant,  but 
decisively  to  cut  the  Gordian  knot,  now  besmeared  with 
civil  blood. 

This,  I know,  is  strong  emphatic  language,  and  might 
pass,  with  men  who  are  strangers  to  the  flame  which 
the  love  of  liberty  is  capable  of  lighting  up  in  the 
human  breast,  for  a proof  of  my  insanity  ])ut  you,  sir, 
unless  I have  mistaken  you  from  the  beginning,  will 
conceive,  that  a man,  in  his  sober  senses,  may  possess 
such  feelings.  In  my  sober  senses,  therefore,  permit  me 
once  more  most  earnestly  to  entreat  and  conjure  you  to 
exert  your  whole  force,  energy,  and  talents  to  sto]^  the 
ministry  in  this  their  headlong  career.  If  you  labour 
in  vain,  (as,  I must  repeat,  I think  will  be  the  case,) 
address  yourself  to  the  people  at  large.  By  adopting 
this  method,  I am  so  sanguine,  as  to  assure  myself  of 
your  success ; and  your  public  character  will  be  as  il- 
lustrious as  your  personal  qualities  are  amiable  to  all 
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wlio  intimately  know  yon.  By  yonr  means  tlie  Colo- 
nists will  long  continue  tlie  farmers,  planters,  and  ship- 
wriglits  of  Great  Britain;  but  if  tlie  present  course  is 
persisted  in,  an  eternal  divorce  must  inevitably  take 
place.  As  to  the  idea  of  subduing  them  into  servitude, 
and  indemnifying  yourselves  for  the  expence,  you  must 
be  convinced  long  before  this  of  its  absurdity. 

I should  not,  perhaps,  be  extravagant,  if  I advanced, 
that  all  the  ships  of  the  world  would  be  too  few  to 
transport  force  sufficient  to  conquer  three  millions  of 
people,  unanimously  determined  to  sacrifice  every  thing 
to  liberty;  but  if  it  were  possible,  the  victory  would 
not  be  less  ruinous  than  the  defeat.  You  would  only 
destroy  your  own  strength.  No  revenue  can  possibly 
be  exacted  out  of  this  country.  The  army  of  place-men 
might  be  encreased,  but  her  circuitous  commerce,  found- 
ed on  perfect  freedom,  which  alone  can  furnish  riches 
to  the  metropolis,  would  fall  to  the  ground.  But  the 
dignity  of  Great  Britain,  it  seems,  is  at  stake.  Would 
you,  sir,  if  in  the  heat  of  passion  you  had  struck  a single 
drummer  of  your  regiment,  and  afterwards  discovered 
that  you  had  done  it  unjustly,  think  it  any  forfeiture  of 
your  dignity  to  acknowledge  the  wrong?  No:  I am 
well  acquainted  with  your  disposition,  you  would  ask 
him  pardon  at  the  head  of  your  regiment. 

I shall  now  conclude  (if  you  will  excuse  the  ped- 
antry) with  a.  sentence  of  Latin;  Jiistum  est  helium 
qidhus  necessarium^  et  pia  arma  quihus  nulla^  nisi  An 
armis^  relinquitur  spes.  I most  sincerely  wish  you  a 
quick  and  j)rosperous  voyage,  and  that  your  haj^piness 
and  glory  may  be  equal  to  the  idea  I have  of  your 
merits,  as, 

I am,  with  the  greatest  truth  and  affection. 

Yours 

Major  Gen.  Burgoyne. 

15 


Charles  Lee. 
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To  Benjamin  Eusii. 

Camp,  Dec''  ye  12tli,  1775. 

My  D"*  Bush, 

Your  letters  become  every  day  more  welcome  to  me 
• — as  you  liave  time  therefore  it  is  ])ut  charity  to  write 
every  post,  if  I am  not  equally  regular  you  must  at- 
tribute it  to  impossibility  arising  from  the  necessary 
busyness  of  my  station.  We  were  here  extremely 
uneasy  for  some  time  at  the  backwardness  of  the  men 
in  engaging  for  the  new  army,  but  our  apprehensions 
on  this  head  are  now  at  an  end — enlisting  goes  on  most 
swimmingly,  the  zeal  and  alacrity  of  the  militia  who 
were  summon’d  on  the  supposition  that  our  lines  wou’d  be 
degarnish’d,  prognosticate  well,  and  do  much  honour  to 
these  Provinces — tliere  is  certainly  much  public  spirit 
in  the  bulk  of  the  People  & I think  they  merit  public 
eulogium — the  N.  England  Delegates  I am  told  have 
lately  received  so  many  rubs  that  They  want  a cordial. 
I beg  therefore  that  you  will  administer  one  to  those 
who  are  of  your  acquaintance  in  my  name — I never  saw 
a finer  body  than  this  militia.  We  had  here  exhibited 
the  other  day  a scene  pleasant  enough — Some  of  the 
Connecticutians  who  were  home  sick  cou’d  not  be  pre- 
vailed on  to  tarry,  which  means,  in  the  Yew  England 
dialect,  to  serve  any  longer.  They  accordingly  marched 
off  bag  and  liaggage  but  in  passing  through  the  lines 
of  other  Begiments  They  were  so  horribly  hiss’d 
groan’d  at  and  jDelted  that  I believe  they  wish’d  their 
Aunts  Grandmothers  and  even  SAveetheaids  to  whom 
the  day  before  they  were  so  much  attached  at  the 
Devils  own  Palace — it  is  said  They  have  been  scurvily 
treated  on  the  road  and  worse  by  the  very  connexions 
from  whom  They  could  not  bear  to  be  separated. 
Your  acquaintance  Mr.  must  certainly  be  very 

agreealile  but  I wou’d  not  have  you  pin  your  faith  in 
his  sleeve — I know  the  three  Generals  at  Boston,  as 
well,  if  not  better,  than  he  does.  Howe  is  indisputably 
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tlie  first — Clinton  lias  been  l)red  np  in  a better  school 
than  Burgoyne  and  has  more  practice,  but  his  genius  is 
by  no  means  comparable.  He  finds  fault  with  Howe’s 
generalship — I make  no  doubt  if  Mr.  Howe  had  been 
as  perfectly  well  acquainted  with  the  ground  and  the 
disposition  of  the  Enemy  as  this  Gentleman  was 
afterwards,  he  wou’d  have  manag’d  matters  l)etter ; 
but  as  this  was  not  possible  I am  confident  that 
no  man  but  Howe  wou’d  have  carried  the  lines.  What  ' 
a tryal  is  a civil  war  or  as  I find  that  it  is  not  quite 
decent  at  Philadelphia  amongst  your  wise  ones  to  term 
slaughtering  of  men,  women  cfe  children  and  laying 
waste  with  fire  and  sword  your  sea  coasts,  a civil  war — 
what  a tryal  are  civil  contentions  ? if  the  Ministry  had 
not  j)ushed  affairs  to  their  present  extremity — the 
writer  of  the  Farmer’s  letters  wou’d  have  passed 
for  the  first  of  citizens,  capable  of  leading  the  world — 
l)ut  now  from  your  report  and  the  rej^ort  of  others  I / 
am  afraid  the  most  honorable  inscription  on  his  nioiunj 
ment  must  be  un  passable  liomine  da  plume — My  GoMfT 
why  does  not  your  whole  Province  arouse  themselves, 
kick  the  Assembly  from  the  seat  of  representation  which 
they  so  horribly  disgrace  and  set  ’em  to  work  German 
Town  stockings  for  the  Army — an  employment  manly 
enough  for  ’em.  Oh,  in  the  language  of  Piercy,  “ I j 
coil’d  brain  ’em  with  their  wives  distaffs.”  We  have 
lately  had  in  camp,  two  gentlemen  just  arriv’d  from 
England,  one  of  ’em,  a Captain  Higgins  says  that  the 
Friends  of  America  were  quite  shock’d  at  the  indecision 
and  apparent  pusillanimity  of  America  demonstrated  by 
the  last  Petition  to  the  King,  who  is  universally  allow’d 
])y  all  at  home  to  be  a most  perverse,  obstinate  and  ob- 
durate Tyrant — but  tlie  not  seizing  the  Governors, 
Government’s  men  and  Tories,  he  says  appears  still  more 
absurd  and  abominable — this  indecision,  he  avers,  has 
done  infinite  mischief  to  the  Cause,  that  it  has  en- 
couraged and  enabled  the  Ministry  to  proceed,  and  that 
if  we  do  not  shew  more  vigoi-  and  decision  our  calami- 
ties will  be  prolong’d  ad  infinitum.  I have  lately  re- 
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ceived  a letter  from  Mr.  Dickinson  and  find  from  some 
strokes  of  it  that  he  has  been  informed  of  my  disap- 
probation of  his  conduct — as  I think  it  ill  becomes  me 
to  be  more  forward  in  censure  than  other  men  I beg  you 
will  keep  to  yourself  what  I hint  on  his  subject. 

Adieu,  My  Dr.  Kush 
Yours 

C.  Lee. 

If  you  can  purchase  for  me  a pinchbeck  watch  new 
or  near  new,  the  works  good,  you  will  much  oblige 
me  by  sending  it  by  the  first  possible  ojDportunity. 


To  Kiciiaed  Heney  Lee. 

Camp,  December  12th,  1775. 

My  deae  Feiend  : 

I have  just  received  your  letter  by  Mr  Custis.  I am 
heartily  glad  that  you  have  sent  a committee  into 
Canada,  but  inter  nos^  think  it  might  have  been  better 
chosen.  Payne  has  certainly  not  the  mannieres — wdiich, 
according  to  Lord  Chesterfield,  and  my  observation,  are 
so  recpiisite  to  captivate  the  French  ; for  Heaven’s  sake, 
my  dear  filend,  why  are  you  not  more  decisive,  and 
wherefore  are  any  of  the  seaport  towns  allowed  to  fur- 
nish the  men  of  war  with  fresh  meat,  or  even  with  a 
single  carrot ; this  indecision  will  rain  us ; this  cursed 
tenderness  for  the  seaport  towns  will  at  least  prolong 
the  war  and  all  its  calamities.  It  was  indecision  that 
has  tlirown  your  aifairs  in  Virginia  into  their  present 
situation  ; had  my  o])inion  been  thought  worthy  of  at- 
tention, Lord  Dunmore  would  have  been  disarmed  of 
his  teeth  and  his  claws.  I proposed  seizing  Tryon  and 
all  the  tories,  at  New  York.  I knew  if  it  was  moved 
in  Congress  his  Excellency  would  be  instantly  apprised 
of  it,  and  of  course  the  possibility  of  effecting  it  would 
not  be  left  us ; in  this  persuasion  I would  have  struck 
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tlie  stroke,  and  aj)plied  afterwards  to  your  mightiness 
for  a]^prol)ation.  -You  will  justly  accuse  me  of  self- 
conceit  and  egotism,  but  I have  not  yet  done.  I pro- 
j)ose,  therefore,  the  following  measures  : 

First.  To  seize  every  Governour,  government  man, 
placeman,  tory,  and  enemy  to  liberty,  on  the  continent ; 
to  confiscate  their  estates,  or  at  least  to  lay  them  under 
heavy  contributions  for  the  publick ; their  persons 
should  be  secured  in  some  of  the  interior  towns,  as 
hostages  for  their  treatment  of  those  of  our  party  whom 
the  fortune  of  war  shall  throw  into  their  hands  ; they 
should  be  allowed  a reasonable  pension  out  of  their 
fortunes  for  their  maintenance. 

Secondly.  I propose  that  New  York,  be  strongly 
garrisoned,  and  fortified,  or  destroyed. 

Thirdly.  That  a strong  fiying  camp,  with  not  only 
an  able  officer  at  their  head,  l^ut  an  officer  who  has  the 
reputation  of  being  able,  in  order  to  inspire  the  people 
with  confidence,  be  kept  about  Hampton,  York,  or 
Williamsburgh,  in  Virginia ; another  not  quite  so  strong, 
al)out  Alexandria;  and  a third,  a strong  one,  about 
Annapolis,  in  Maryland. 

Fourth.  That  Charlestown,  in  Carolina,  should  be 
well  secured. 

Fifth  and  lastly.  That  if  the  Canadians  desire  it, 
you  spare  no  expense  in  furnishing  them  witli  an  army ; 
but  above  all,  that  you  be  extremely  careful  in  the 
choice  of  officers  sent  to  that  country ; that  they  be 
not  only  men  of  strict  integrity,  but  of  a frank  open 
address,  with  elevated  sentiments  expressed  in  their 
manners.  I should  think  such  men  may  be  found  with 
you  more  easily  than  in  these  provinces,  as  I find  you 
propose  in  your  letter,  for  I never  saw  a people  so  uni- 
versally destitute  dii  V air  du  monde^  as  tliese  here  ; 
M’*  Bowdoin,  an  invalid,  is  the  only  exception.  Tliese 
propositions  I before  offered  to  a member  of  your  Con- 
gress, with  one  other,  respecting  the  construction  of  your 
army,  liere  omitted. 

Kecruiting  goes  on  here  more  briskly  than  we  ex- 
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pected  ; the  men  are  strange  mortals,  but  they  have 
virtue,  and  many  good  qualities.  Adieu,  my  dear 
friend. 

Yours  affectionately. 

C.  Lee. 


[To  Miss  KoBmsoN.] 

Camp  on  Winter  Hill,  Dec.  15^^  1775. 

I little  thought,  my  kind  gracious  Correspondent, 
that  the  happiness  I had  so  ardently  courted  of  receiv- 
ing a few  lines  from  the  most  belov’d  hand  of  the  uni- 
verse, should  have  thrown  me  into  any  degree  of  distress 
but  the  embarrassment  I am  in  how  to  express  my  grati- 
tude really  amounts  to  distress — the  language  I cou’d 
with  the  greatest  energy  and  religion  talk  in,  I am  pre- 
cluded from  by  reasons  best  known  to  your  fair  self.  I 
^vish  to  God  I coil’d  work  myself  up  to  that  sublime 
degree  of  Platonic  force,  ivhich  my  divine  and  incom- 
pai'able  master  liousseaii  says  he  attain’d  with  respect 
to  his  Juliet,  viz:  to  be  the  friend  of  your  person  and 
the  lover  of  your  virtues.  I shoii’d  then  flatter  myself 
with  the  hopes  of  being  at  least  an  inoffensive  Corre- 
spondent; but  this  I am  afraid  will  never  be  the  case  as 
long  as  you  retain  your  former  voice  and  manner.  I 
will  however  make  a generous  etfort  and  endeavour 
thro’  the  remainder  of  the  letter  only  to  use  the  tone  of 
a tender,  affectionate  friend.  Have  you  my  D^'  Friend 
read  Shaks2)eare  over  and  over  again  ? Can  you  rejDeat 
any  of  his  striking  passages  ? Are  you  not  in  rapture 
ivith  him.  I lieg  that  at  least  you  will  read  a scene  of 
him  every  day  and  get  a dozen  lines  by  heart — for  hea- 
ven’s sake  who  has  favour’d  you  so  much  do  not  throw 
away  too  much  of  yoiii*  time  in  gossiping  with  every 
Drone  and  Lounger  who  is  so  kind  when  his  dinner  or 
su])})er  is  not  ready  to  make  a saimteiing  house  of  your 
room — Come  Damn  Tom,  says  one,  our  jiarty  is  not  yet 
assembled,  let  us  go  A kill  an  hour  with  Miss  Kobinson 
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— Take  my  word  for  it  my  friend,  this  wretched  cha- 
racter is  not  nncommon  and  women  are  criminal  in  not 
despising  them  as  they  deserve — the  more  amiable  the 
women  are  wlio  give  into  tliis  indnlgence  the  more  crim- 
inal they  are — Men  who  have  no  resources  in  their 
o^vn  mind,  who  can  lounge  away  whole  hours  and  not 
capable  of  admiring  and  tasting  true  beauty  and  feminine 
graces — When  you  have  Shakspeare  at  your  fingers 
ends,  I won’d  recommend  to  yon  a more  laborious  but 
not  less  pleasant  task — altho’  it  is  a sort  of  solecism  to 
call  anything  that  is  pleasant  laborious,  I wou’d  recom- 
mend to  yon  the  perusal  of  Plutarch’s  lives,  Pollins 
Ancient  & Koman  History  and  Fontenelle’s  little  com- 
pendious Astronomical  book,  the  plurality  of  words — 
it  may  all  be  accomplish’d  in  a winter,  and  yet  allow 
yon  time  enough  to  indulge  your  social  disposition  Nay 
it  will  give  a zest  to  the  pleasure  of  Society,  that  is  of 
good  Society — it  may  indeed  add  a little  to  your  natural 
acuteness  in  distinguishing  good  from  bad,  but  as  you 
seem  not  to  have  the  least  tendency  to  arrogance,  airs, 
or  superciliousness,  I imagine  no  harm  can  result  from 
this,  but  that  it  will  be  rather  beneficial ; I believe  all 
these  books  or  the  greater  part  are  in  one  of  my  truidvs, 
I beg  Mr.  Delany  will  oj)en  and  rummage  ’em — the 
greatest  ambition  which  now  remains  witli  me  is  of  be- 
ing your  Preceptor,  and  I shall  make  interest  with  all 
your  relations  to  be  aj)pointed  to  that  office  as  soon  as 
the  war  is  over  which  I am  now  inclin’d  to  think  can- 
not be  of  a long  continuance — the  reduction  of  Canada 
is  too  severe  a stroke  for  the  ministry  to  withstand,  and 
had  ^ve  on  our  side  but  a sufficient  quantity  of  j)owder 
I con’d  almost  venture  to  assure  you  that  Boston  should 
be  at  your  feet — the  garrison  we  have  the  greatest 
reason  to  think  is  in  the  utmost  distress,  so  great  indeed 
that  without  ammunition  it  is  more  than  probable  that 
either  from  or  mutiny  of  the  soldiery  the  gates  must 
be  open  to  us  before  Spring — I have  written  a parting 
letter  to  Burgoyne,  which  I suppose  you  will  soon  see, 

. * Torn  out. 
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as  I have  desired  it  to  be  printed — it  is  in  my  opinion 
the  most  tolerable  of  my  performances — but  if  it  meets 
witli  your  approbation  I shall  be  satisfy’d — by  Miss 
Nancy  Koan’s  putting  herself  under  the  protection  of  a 
gentleman,  I suppose  you  mean  that  she’s  married — if 
lie  loves  her  (and  she  appears  amiable)  I envy  him  the 
Protectorship — but  as  I am  afraid  it  is  not  my  lot  to 
protect  the  object  I love,  I can  only  recommend  to  the 
protection  of  God  Almighty  one  of  the  most  exquisite 
jiatterns  of  his  Workmanship  for  such  my  Dear  beauti- 
ful Correspondent  indisputably  is,  and  that  he  may 
make  your  happiness  equal  to  your  charms  is  most  de- 
voutly the  prayer  of  Yours 

C Lee. 

I take  no  notice  of  the  Ladies,  as  I intend  to  write 
to  ’em  separately — Once  more  adieu — adieu — most 
amiable  girl — Will  you  continue  in  the  charitable  work 
you  have  begun  and  bestow  an  another  line  upon  me  ? 


To  Richard  Hexry  Lee. 

Camj),  Dec’r  ye  18th,  1775. 

My  Dr.  Friend: 

One  of  onr  Privateers  has  just  taken  a despatch 
vessel  from  that  impious  scoundrel  Dunmore  to  Gen’l. 
Ilowe.  Our  General  will  immediately  transmit  to  the 
Congress  the  contents.  You  will  see  his  ]ilan  and  the 
assurances  he  gives  of  subduing  your  Colony.  As 
everything  goes  on  so  smoothly  to  the  Northward  and 
Eastward,  1 must  repeat  that  Yirginia  is  now  the  chief 
oliject  of  attention.  For  God’s  sake  lose  no  time;  send 
a force  sufficient,  before  it  is  too  late,  to  kill  this  ac- 
cursed snake  l)efore  all  his  rattles  are  gro^vm.  Point 
out  to  the  Congress  tiie  necessity  of  the  most  vigorous 
exertions.  You  may  depend  upon  it,  that  if  the  ^var  is 
continued,  Norfolk  will  be  the  Boston — that  is  the  cliief 
place  of  arms — to  your  enemies  the  next  year;  and  it  is 
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a place  Avliicli  in  tlieir  hands  will  l)e  infinitely  more 
dangerous.  Adieu ; lose  no  time  : crush  him  this  winter, 
tho’  every  nerve  is  strain’d. 

Yours 

C.  Lee. 


To  Robert  Morris. 

Camp  January  3^^  1776. 

My  Dr.  Friend, 

My  long  silence  is  owing  to  a tour  I have  lately 
made  through  Rhode  Island  at  the  request  of  tlie  Gov- 
ernor and  Committee  of  Rhode  Island  in  order  to  direct 
them  in  putting  that  Province  in  a State  of  defence  as 
Newport  swarms  with  Tories  and  suspected  persons.  I 
from  my  own  authority  obliged  these  worthies  to  take 
a most  solemn  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Continental 
Congress  as  the  measure  was  necessary  for  the  common 
safety — I hope  it  will  be  aj^proved  of  by  our  Sovereign 
for  such  now  must  the  Congress  be  esteemed — the 
Kings  speech  absolutely  destroys  all  hope  of  reunion — 
I formerly  and  indeed  not  long  ago  look’d  with  some  de- 
gree of  horror  on  the  scheme  of  separation  but  at  present 
there  appears  no  alternative — We  must  be  Independent 
or  Slaves.  Great  Britain  is  so  sunk  in  corruption  and 
stupidity  that  she  is  no  longer  fit  to  be  the  presiding 
power.  I wish  the  same  step  was  taken  with  Ne^v 
York  as  I thought  indispensable  at  Newport — the  cir- 
cumstances of  New  York  render  me  uneasy  almost  to 
distraction — for  Heaven’s  sake  why  have  you  not  forti- 
fy’d  and  garrison’d  that  City  with  a strong  force  from  Con- 
necticut Jersey  and  Pennsylvania?  for  if  the  enemy 
once  take  post  there,  we  cannot  paint  to  our  imagination 
the  magnitude  of  the  calamities  which  must  flow  to  the 
Continent  from  our  amazing  negligence  on  this  article — 
No  time,  not  a single  instant  is  to  be  lost.  For  the  love 
of  God  and  mankind  inculcate  the  necessity  of  the 
measure,  urge  and  press  the  immediate  execution,  but 
for  the  present  no  more  on  public  affairs.  I have  sent 
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to  the  Congress  a memorial  requesting  that  as  my 
fortune  is  ])robably  confiscated  that  they  will  pay  oft 
tlie  sum  I am  engaged  for  in  my  Virginia  purcliase — if 
they  comply  (and  I have  no  doubt  of  tlieir  comj^liance) 
1 have  referred  ’em  to  you  for  the  circumstances  of  the 
busyness,  and  1 could  wish  that  the  whole  money  due, 
mortgages  and  all  should  be  immediately  pay’d  ofP  you 
will  have  the  kindness  to  write  to  Mr.  White  and  Mr. 
Nourse  the  moment  you  receive  the  money  that  the 
alfair  may  be  quite  terminated  and  I become  possessed 
of  the  estate  clear  and  unencumbered  as  the  ex2:>ress  is 
ready  to  set  out  I must  finish  my  letter  only  assuring 
you  that  I am  eternally  with  the  truest  atfection  and 
gratitude  yours 

C.  Lee. 


To  Gexeeal  Wasiiun-gtox. 

January  5,  1776. 

Deae  Gexeeal, 

The  consequences  of  the  enemy’s  possessing  them- 
selves of  New  York  have  aj^peared  to  me  so  terrible, 
that  I have  scarcely  been  able  to  sleep  from  apprehen- 
sions on  the  subject.  These  ajiprehensions  daily  in- 
crease. You  have  it  in  your  power,  at  2)resent,  to 
vent  this  dreadful  event.  If  I do  not  mistake,  the  Con- 
gress have  given  you  authority  to  take  any  stej:)  in  that 
j)lace,  as  well  as  here,  which  you  shall  think  necessary 
for  the  ])ublic  service ; but  if  they  have  not  given  you 
exq^n'essly  and  literally  authority  with  resj^ect  to  the 
city  of  New  York,  I am  confident  that  any  measure  you 
think  right  to  plan  and  put  in  execution  will  be  aj)- 
proved  of. 

I have  the  greatest  reason  to  believe,  from  the  most 
authentic  intelligence,  that  the  best  members  of  the 
Congress  exj)ect  that  you  would  take  much  uj)on  your- 
self ; as  referring  every  matter  of  imi^oifance  to  them 
is,  in  fact,  defeating  the  ]3roject.  We  liave  an  instance 
of  this  in  the  fate  of  the  motion  for  seizing  the  person 
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of  M5  Try  on.  To  you  tliey  look  up  for  decision  ; by 
your  conduct  they  are  to  be  inspired  by  decision.  In 
fact,  your  situation  is  sncli  that  the  salvation  of  the 
whole  depends  on  your  striking,  at  certain  crises,  vigor- 
ous strokes,  witlioiit  previously  communicating  your 
intention.  On  this  principle  I venture  to  propose  the 
following  scheme,  and  to  offer  myself  for  the  execution. 

New  York  must  be  secured;  but  it  will  never,  I am 
afraid,  be  secured  by  direct  order  of  the  Congress,  for 
obvious  reasons.  They  find  themselves  awkwardly  sit- 
uated on  tliis  head ; yon  must  step  in  to  their  relief.  I 
am  sensible  that  no  men  can  be  spared  from  the  lines 
in  our  present  cii’cumstances  ; but  I would  propose  that 
yon  should  detach  me  into  Connecticut,  and  lend  your 
name  for  collecting  a body  of  volunteers.  I am  assured 
that  I shall  find  no  difficulty  in  assembling  a sufficient 
number  for  the  purposes  wanted.  This  body,  in  con- 
junction (if  there  should  apj^ear  occasion  to  summon 
them)  with  the  Jersey  Regiment  under  the  Command 
of  Lord  Stirling,  now  at  Elizabethtown,  will  effect  the 
security  of  New  York,  and  the  expulsion  or  suppression 
of  that  dangerous  banditti  of  Tories,  who  have  appeared 
in  Long  Island,  with  the  professed  intention  of  acting 
against  the  authority  of  the  Congress.  Not  to  crush 
these  serpents,  before  their  rattles  are  grown,  would  be 
ruinous. 

I am  assured,  likewise,  that  the  Connecticut  Volun- 
teers, who  will  offer  themselves  for  the  service,  will 
expect  no  pay,  but,  at  most,  the  expenses  of  their  j^ro- 
visions  and  perhaps  of  carriages  for  the  conveyance  of 
their  baggage.  When  once  we  have  secured  the  place 
with  strict  fortifications,  and  engaged  the  Friends  of 
Liberty  so  far  that  they  cannot  recede,  purged  the  City 
and  Long  Island  of  the  leading  Tories,  the  residence  of 
these  Connecticut  volunteers  will  be  no  longer  neces- 
sary ; for  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  Congress 
will  detach  troops  from  Pennsylvania  to  garrison  the 
place,  although,  from  reasons  hinted  at,  they  may  not 
choose  to  commence  the  operation.  This  manoeuvre  I 
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not  only  tliink  prudent  and  right,  but  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  our  salvation ; and  if  it  meets,  as  I ardently 
hope  it  will,  with  your  a])probation,  tlie  sooner  it  is  en- 
tered upon  the  better.  Indeed,  the  delay  of  a single 
day  may  be  fatal. 

I am,  dear  General, 

Yours  most  respectfully, 

Charles  Lee. 


Instructions  to  Major-General  Charles  Lee. 
Sir, 

Having  undoubted  intelligence  of  the  fitting  out  of 
a fleet  at  Boston,  and  of  the  embarkation  of  troops  from 
thence,  which,  from  the  season  of  the  year  and  other 
circumstances,  must  be  destined  for  a southern  expedi- 
tion ; and  having  such  information  as  I can  rely  on,  tliat 
the  inhabitants,  or  a great  part  of  them,  on  Long 
Island  in  the  colony  of  New  York,  are  not  only  inimical 
to  the  rights  and  liberties  of  America,  but,  by  their  con- 
duct and  public  professions,  have  discovered  a disposi- 
tion to  aid  and  assist  in  the  reduction  of  tliat  colony  to 
ministerial  tyranny;  and  it  is  a matter  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  taking  possession 
of  the  city  of  New  York  and  the  North  Biver,  as  they 
will  thereby  command  the  country,  and  the  communica- 
tion with  Canada ; it  is  of  too  much  consequence  to 
hazard  such  a post  at  so  alarming  a crisis,  since  we  find 
by  his  Majesty’s  speech  to  Parliament,  that,  disregard- 
ing the  petition  of  the  united  voice  of  America,  nothing 
less  than  the  total  subversion  of  her  rights  will  satisfy 
him. 

You  will,  therefore,  with  such  volunteers  as  are  will- 
ing to  join  you,  and  can  be  expeditiously  raised,  rejiair 
to  the  city  of  New  York;  and  calling  upon  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  forces  of  New  Jersey  for  such 
assistance  as  he  can  afford,  and  you  shall  require,  you  are 
to  put  that  city  into  the  best  posture  of  defence,  which  the 
season  and  circumstances  will  admit,  disarming  all  such 
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persons  upon  Long  Island  and  elsewhere,  (and  if  neces- 
sary otherwise  securing  them,)  whose  conduct  and  de- 
clarations have  rendered  them  justly  suspected  of  de- 
signs unfriendly  to  the  views  of  Congress. 

You  are,  also,  to  inquire  into  the  state  and  condition 
of  the  fortifications  uj)  the  North  River,  and  as  far  as 
shall  be  consistent  with  the  orders  of  Congress,  or  not 
repugnant  to  them,  to  have  the  works  guarded  against 
surprises  from  a body  of  men,  which  might  be  trans- 
ported by  water  near  the  place,  and  then  marched  in 
upon  the  back  of  them. 

You  will  also  endeavour  to  have  the  medicines, 
shirts,  and  blankets,  now  at  New  York,  belonging  to 
the  ministerial  troops,  secured,  and  forwarded  to  this 
army.  Captain  Sears  can  give  you  particular  informa- 
tion concerning  them. 

In  all  other  matters  relative  to  the  execution  of  the 
general  plan  you  are  going  upon,  your  own  judgment  (as 
it  is  impossible  with  propriety  to  give  particular  direc- 
tions) and  the  advice  of  those  whom  you  have  reason  to 
believe  are  hearty  in  the  cause,  must  direct  you ; keep- 
ing always  in  view  the  declared  intentions  of  Congress. 

I am  persuaded  I need  not  recommend  despatch  in 
the  prosecution  of  this  business.  The  importance  of  it 
alone  is  a sufficient  incitement.  I would  advise  a dis- 
mission of  the  volunteers,  whose  necessary  expenses 
will  be  borne,  so  soon  as  the  service  will  admit  of  it ; 
and  that  you  endeavour  as  much  as  possible  at  all  times 
to  be  in  readiness  to  join  the  army,  if  the  exigency  of 
our  affairs  here  should  call  for  it. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  Head-Quarters,  Cambridge, 
this  8th  day  of  January,  1776. 

Geoege  Wasiiixgtox. 
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Fkom  Jonathat^  Trumbull. 

Lebanon,  12tb  January,  1776. 

Sir, 

I have  received  a Letter  of  the  7th  instant  from  His 
Excellency  General  Washington,  p.  hand  of  Capt.  Sears, 
desiring  me  to  inteii^ose  my  good  Offices  and  Interest 
to  encourage  men  to  go  with  yon,  with  all  possible  ex- 
pedition on  the  important  Business  you  are  employed 
in.  I called  my  Council,  and  by  and  with  their  advice 
issued  a Proclamation  for  that  end- — and  have  aj^j^ointed 
Field  Officers  for  two  Regiments,  who  are  to  select 
Captains  and  Subalterns  to  inlist  Volunteers,  with  en- 
couragement of  Pay,  W ages,  and  billeting  as  other 
Soldiers  have,  and  to  be  dismissed  as  soon  as  this  Ser- 
vice will  admit. 

I have  ordered  Capt  Robert  Niles,  Commander  of 
the  armed  Schooner  Spy,  to  transjiort  400  lb  Powder 
to  New  Haven,  200  It)  to  Norwalk,  and  400  lb  to  Stam- 
ford. In  case  you  have  occasion  for  his  Service  to  pro- 
mote your  design,  he  is  ordered  to  follow  such  instruc- 
tions as  you  may  give  him,  and  to  wait  your  dismission 
or  further  Orders  from  me.  If  you  liave  no  service  for 
him,  I have  directed  him  to  call  upon  CoP  Davenport 
to  be  informed  thereof  in  your  absence,  and  if  not  em- 
ployed he  is  thereupon  to  return  to  New  London. 

I take  the  liberty  to  recommend  Capt.  Sears  to  your 
kind  notice,  to  take  such  command  as  you  may  think 
proper  to  give  him ; not  tliinking  myself  well  authorised 
to  go  out  of  the  Line  of  Officers  already  Commissioned 
by  order  of  our  Assembly — I think  liiin  a person  zeal- 
ously engaged  in  the  common  cause,  well  acquainted  in 
tlie  Colony  and  City  of  New  York  and  ^vorthy  to  be 
employed  in  tlie  Service.  Wishing  your  Success,  I am, 
with  great  Truth  and  Regard. 

Sir,  Your  most  humble  Servant 
Jox^  Trumbull. 


The  HoiP^®  Major  General  Lee. 
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From  George  Lux. 

Baltimore  12.  Janu^  1776. 

Sir, 

Your  civilities  to  me,  wlien  at  Prospect  Hill,  were 
sucli  as  1 expected  from  tlie  Soldier  & Gentleman,  and 
demand  my  ^varniest  thanks — I hope  I shall  ever  bear 
a grateful  Kemembrance  of  tliem.  My  Parents  also 
request  me  to  thank  you  for  them. 

I see  hj  tlie  Papers,  that  you  are  removed  to  New- 
port in  Khode  Island,  and  therefore  suspect,  that  the 
ministerialists,  unable  to  liear  the  pressures  of  Want, 
and  the  Inclemencies  of  the  Season,  intend  to  remove 
from  Boston,  and  make  Bhode  Island  their  Head  Quar- 
ters, at  least  for  some  time,  but  of  that  you,  who  from 
Experience,  best  can  penetrate  the  Designs  of  those  in 
Power  can  best  judge.  May  their  success  be  as  bad,  as 
their  cause  is  unjust. 

The  King’s  Speech  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament  at 
the  opening  of  the  Session  clearly  evinces  the  necessity 
of  speedy  and  effectual  Exertions  on  the  Part  of  this 
Continent  for  the  Purpose  of  opjiosing  with  Force  of — 
Arms  tlie  infamous  Plans  adopted  by  a venal  Ministry 
for  subverting  our  most  inestimable  Priviledges,  as  all 
Holies  of  an  accommodation  is  now  lost — America  is 
happy  in  having  for  Generals  Gentlemen  exj^erienced 
in  military  ojierations — 

With  Wishes,  that  America  may  rise  superior  to  all 
oppressions,  I take  the  liberty  of  subscribing  myself. 
Sir, 

Y""  obliged  HunP  Servt. 

Geo:  Lux. 

The  Hon.  Major  General  Lee. 
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To  General  Washington. 

New  Haven,  Jan.  16.  1776. 

Dear  General  : 

We  liave  been  so  baffled  by  tbe  weather,  that  we 
only  arrived  here  last  night.  I believe  we  shall  find  no 
difficidties  in  procuring  a sufficient  body  of  volunteers  for 
the  New  York  expedition.  The  unhappy  accounts  from 
Canada,  seem  to  animate  these  people,  rather  than  de- 
liress.  Indeed  we  have  now  occasion  for  exertion  and 
decision.  I am  appreliensive  that  the  Congress  must  be 
ins})ired  by  you.  They  have  just  given  a strong,  and 
I think  unfortunate  instance  of  indecision.  Col.  Wa- 
terbury  had  raised  a regiment ; the  regiment  was 
equipped  and  ready  for  emliarkation.  They  were  to 
have  landed  in  Oyster  Bay,  to  have  attacked  the  tories 
in  Long  Island.  Lord  Stirling  was  to  have  attacked 
tliem  on  the  other  side  ; all  this  by  order  of  Congress  ; 
wlien  suddenly  Col.  Waterbury  received  an  order  to 
disliand  his  regiment,  and  the  tories  are  to  remain  un- 
molested till  they  are  joined  by  the  King’s  assassins. 

Governour  Trumbull,  like  a man  of  sense  and  spirit, 
has  ordered  this  regiment  to  be  re-assembled ; I believe 
^ it  will  be  ready  on  Sunday,  the  day  on  which  I shall 
inarch  from  this  town.  I shall  send  immediately  an  ex- 
press to  the  Congress,  informing  them  of  my  situation, 
and  at  the  same  time  conjuring  them  not  to  suffer  the 
accursed  Provincial  Congress  of  New  York,  to  defeat 
measures  so  absolutely  necessary  to  salvation.  The 
affairs  of  Canada,  will  I suppose  very  soon,  if  not 
instantly  require  a very  considerable  force  from  this 
Province ; neither  will  the  circumstances  of  New 
York  admit  of  its  being  too  much  stripped  of  men,  for 
whicli  reason  I should  think  it  advisable  immediately  to 
raise  some  additional  regiments  in  Massachusetts-Bay. 
Adieu,  dear  General.  God  prosper  you,  and  the  arms 
of  virtue.  Yours,  most  sincerely. 

Charles  Lee. 
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To  General  Washington. 


Hartford,  January  16^^  1776. 

Dear  General  : 

Major  French  whom  I have  met  with  at  Hartford, 
is  extremely  solicitous  for  permission  to  return  home, 
as  he  is  confident  that  his  whole  fortunes  depend  upon 
his  being  immediately  on  the  spot  with  his  friends  at 
this  instant.  As  he  is  I believe  a man  of  strict  honor, 
his  parole  not  to  serve  for  a given  time  against  the  free- 
dom of  America,  would  be  sufficient  security ; and  as 
he  has  a family  to  provide  for,  it  would  certainly  be 
humane  and  charitable  to  indulge  him,  nor  can  I see  any 
inconvenience  which  would  attend  the  indulgence ; there 
may  be  some  objections,  which  do  not,  perhajis,  occur 
to  me,  but  I could  wish  for  my  own  part,  that  as  so 
much  depends  upon  it,  he  might  be  gratified  ; however, 
I beg  you  will  excuse  submitting  the  matter  to  your 
consideration. 

I am,  dear  General, 

Your  most  obt.  humble  servant, 

Charles  Lee. 

To  His  Excellency  Genl.  Washington. 


To  THE  Parish  of  New  Cheshire. 


New  Haven,  January  ye  17,  1776 

Gentlemen, 

I am  extremely  happy  and  very  much  flattered  with 
your  zeal  and  alacrity  in  the  Cause  of  your  Country  and 
readiness  in  putting  yourselves  under  my  command.  As 
to  the  choice  of  your  officers  it  is  left  for  your  discre- 
tion. I hope  & dare  say  you  will  make  a projier  choice. 
You  will  oblige  me  in  marching  on  Friday  or  Saturday 
morning  for  Fairfield,  the  place  of  our  general  Rende- 
vous,  where  I will  arrange  you  in  Battalions  in  a manner 
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the  most  simple,  and  according  to  my  idea  the  best  cal- 
cnlated  for  real  service.  I am 
Gentlemen 

Yonr  most  obedient  servant 

Charles  Lee, 

Major  General 

To  the  Parish  of  New  Cheshire 


From  the  New  York  Committee  of  Safety. 

In  Committee  of  Safety, 

New  York,  21""  Jany.  1776. 

Sir — The  inhabitants  of  this  city  are  much  alarmed 
at  various  confident  advices  of  yonr  destination  with  a 
considerable  body  of  forces  for  active  service  here. 
Confident  however  as  those  advices  may  appear  to  peo- 
ple wdthont  doors,  w^e  cannot  readily  credit  them,  as  w^e 
conceive  it  most  probable  that  were  yon  preparing  to 
execute  any  plan  of  that  kind,  it  would  be  preceded  by 
some  intimations  to  ns  on  the  subject  from  the  Conti- 
nental Congress,  General  Washington  or  yourself.  We 
therefore  should  not  have  troubled  yon  wdth  with  this 
application,  had  it  not  been  to  procure  such  information 
from  yon  as  may  enable  us  in  a prudent  use  of  it,  to 
allay  the  fears  of  onr  inhabitants,  who  at  this  inclement 
season  of  the  year  wdll  continue,  as  they  have  already 
begun,  to  remove  their  women  and  children,  and  which 
if  continued  may  occasion  hundreds  to  perish  for  want 
of  shelter. 

This  Committee  and  the  Congress  whose  place  we 
fill  in  their  recess,  are,  we  flatter  ourselves,  as  unani- 
mously zealous  in  the  cause  of  America  as  any  repre- 
sentative body  on  the  continent,  so  truly  zealous  that 
both  the  one  and  the  other  will  cheerfully  devote  this 
city  to  sacrifice  for  advancing  that  great  and  important 
cause.  But  to  acquit  ourselves  in  the  judgment  of  the 
Continent,  which  in  point  of  public  aid  is  deeply  inter- 
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ested  ill  tlie  preservation  of  this  metroiiolis,  and  to  onr 
constituents  who  expect  onr  prudent  care  of  their  lives 
and  properties,  we  think  it  our  indispensable  duty  to 
inform  you  that  tliough  we  Lave  advices  that  Genl. 
Washington  has  been  informed  of  the  arrival  of  a large 
quantity  of  jiowder  among  us,  we  have  not  a sufficiency 
to  enable  you  to  act  hostilely  against  tlie  ships  of  war 
now  in  port ; our  whole  quantity  of  public  powder  is 
less  than  three  tons.  No  works  are  erected  to  annoy 
the  enemy  in  their  present  situation.  Should  it  be 
practicable  at  this  juncture  to  erect  liasty  works  for 
that  purj^ose,  to  what  shift  are  we  to  betake  ourselves 
after  our  trilling  supply  of  ammunition  shall  be  ex- 
pended? The  commencement  of  hostilities  for  which 
we  are  now  so  unprepared  will  preclude  the  possibility 
of  a supply  even  for  our  musketry  in  the  ensuing  cam- 
paign. The  strict  guard  against  the  exportation  of  am- 
munition from  the  foreign  ports  in  Europe,  we  have 
great  reason  to  fear  will  cut  oif  all  hopes  of  supply  from 
that  quarter,  as  well  to  us  as  the  Continental  Congress. 
We  have  sent  sundry  adventures  thither,  some  of  which 
have  failed ; for  this  reason  we  are  daily  pushing  ad- 
ventures to  the  West  Indies,  with  the  article  of  provi- 
sions, as  a necessary  expedient  in  the  present  uncommon 
scarcity  of  bullion.-  The  ships  of  war  give  no  interrup- 
tion to  our  vessels  despatched  on  those  adventures ; a 
favour  we  cannot  expect,  should  hostilities  begin,  and 
even  should  we  be  fortunate  enough  to  oblige  the  ships 
of  war  to  quit  this  port,  by  expending  the  little  j^owder 
we  have,  an  event  which  our  most  sanguine  hopes  cnn- 
not  promise  us,  the  attention  of  our  enemies  will  eifect- 
ually  prevent  our  expected  importations.  For  those 
reasons  we  conceive  that  a just  regard  to  the  public 
cause,  and  onr  duty  to  take  a prudent  care  of  the  city, 
dictate  the  impropriety  of  provoking  hostilities  at  pres- 
ent, and  the  necessity  of  saving  appearances  with  the 
ships  of  war  till  at  least  the  month  of  March.  Though 
we  have  been  unfortunate  in  our  disappointments  with 
respect  to  some  of  our  adventures,  yet  be  assured  Sir, 
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we  have  not  been  idle ; oiir  intrenching  tools  are  almost 
coin])leted  to  a sutRcient  number;  we  are  forming  a 
magazine  of  provisions  for  5,000  men  for  a month,  in  a 
place  of  safety,  and  at  convenient  distance  from  this 
city;  we  have  provided  ourselves  with  six  good  brass 
field  pieces  ; have  directed  carriages  to  be  made  for  our 
other  artillery,  and  are  raising  a company  of  aidillery 
for  the  defence  of  the  Colony  on  the  Continental  estab- 
lishment. These  things  when  accomplished,  with  other 
smaller  matters,  and  with  the  arrival  of  some  gunj^ow- 
der,  the  prospect  of  which  is  not  unpromising,  will 
enable  us  to  face  our  enemies  with  some  countenance ; 
we  therefore  ardently  wish  to  remain  in  peace  for  a 
little  time,  and  doubt  not  we  have  assigned  sufficient 
reasons  for  avoiding  at  present  a dilemma  in  which  the 
present  entrance  of  a large  body  of  troops  into  this  city, 
will  almost  certainly  involve  us.  Should  you  have  such 
an  entrance  in  design,  we  beg  at  least  that  the  troops 
may  halt  on  the  western  confines  of  Connecticut  till  we 
shall  have  been  honoured  by  you  with  such  an  explana- 
tion on  this  important  subject,  as  you  conceive  your 
duty  may  permit  you  to  enter  into  with  us,  the  grounds 
of  which  you  will  easily  see  ought  to  be  kept  an  entire 
secret,  and  to  assure  you  that. 

We  are,  with  great  respect  and -esteem.  Sir, 

Your  most  obt.  Servants, 

By  order  of  the  Committee, 

Major  Gen’l.  Lee. 


From  Nicholas  Cooke. 

Providence,  January  2P^  1776. 
Sir 

I take  the  Liberty  to  inclose  to  you  a Copy  of  the 
Address  from  this  Colony  to  the  Continental  Congress ; 
and  to  request  your  Assistance  in  procuring  a Body  of 
Troops  to  be  stationed  in  the  Colony,  which  I think  a 
measure  absolutely  necessary  for  the  common  Defence. 
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We  are  not  without  li02:)es  that  the  Congress  will  take 
the  ^\4iole  Brigade  into  their  Service,  especially  as  the 
necessity  arising  from  so  powerful  an  Invasion  of  es- 
tablishino^  the  whole  force  we  liave  ordered  is  clear  and 
manifest — From  the  nature  of  the  war,  and  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  Colonies,  I think  every  Idea  of  par- 
tial and  colonial  Defence  ought  to  be  given  up.  There 
must  be  a supreme  superintending  power  to  exei  t and 
direct  the  force  of  the  whole  for  the  Safety  & De- 
fence of  all ; otherwise  the  Exertions  and  Burthens 
will  not  oidy  be  very  unequal,  to  the  endangering  of 
the  Union  upon  wliich  the  welfare  of  America  depends, 
but  Colony  after  Colony  may  be  destroyed  without  a 
chance  of  making  Besistance.  I shall  only  add,  upon 
this  Head,  that  unless  the  Continent  defends  the 
Colony  it  must  be  abandoned.  An  event  that  will  be 
attended  with  most  pernicious  Consequences  to  the 
common  Cause. 

The  Town  of  Newport  addressed  a Petition  to  the 
Congress  for  permission  to  supply  the  King’s  Ships. 
The  Congress  referred  it  to  the  General  Assembly ; but, 
at  the  same  time  our  Delegates  informed  us  that  every 
Member  who  s23oke  in  the  Debate  gave  it  as  his  opinion, 
that  the  Ships  should  be  supjolied  with  Necessaries  for 
their  own  support ; taking  the  greatest  care  lest  through 
them  the  Common  Enemy  in  other  parts  of  America 
should  obtain  Provisions.  In  consequence  of  which  the 
General  Assembly  have  ordered  that  Ca|)t.  Wallace 
should  be  supplied,  as  you  will  see  by  the  enclosed 
note.  But  as  he  may  cannonade  and  even  burn  the 
Town,  a discretionary  Power,  by  a 2:)i'ivate  vote,  which 
it  is  designed  shall  be  kept  secret,  is  given  to  the  Com- 
mander of  the  Forces  on  Bhode  Island  to  ]:>ermit  su})- 
2)lies,  in  Cases  of  imminent  Danger,  until  the  Assembly 
meets  on  the  last  Monday  in  next  month. 

I am  with  great  Sincerity  and  Esteem  Sir, 

Your  most  obed^  and  most  humble  Servant 

Nicii®  Cooke. 


Hon^^®  General  Lee. 
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Feom  Natiiais^ael  Gkeene. 

Prospect  Hill,  January  21®*'  1776. 


Dear  General, 

We  are  all  in  Mourning  for  the  loss  of  the  Brave 
General  Montgomery,  whose  unhappy  Fate  is  an  irre- 
])arable  loss  to  America — "We  are  all  in  the  dark  as  to 
the  number  kil’d,  wounded  and  taken  prisoners  in  that 
unfortunate  attack  notwitlistanding  General  Woosters 
o])en  Letter,  a copy  of  which  I suppose  you  have  seen — 
General  Schuyler  is  going  to  make  an  attack  upon  a 
Body  of  Tories  in  Tryon  County  and  you  upon  Queens 
County — God  grant  you  may  be  both  successfid. 
Th  ree  Begiments  are  ordered  to  be  rais’d  immediately 
foi‘  the  11  einf  or  cement  of  the  Troops  at  Quebeck — one 
Begiment  in  this  Province,  one  in  New  Hampshire,  and 
one  in  Connecticut.  I hear  you  are  raising  1500 
Troops  for  your  Ex})edition — 1 hope  you’ll  .give  that 
many  headed  Monster  the  Tory  Faction  a fatal  wound 
— it  is  expected  from  your  strength,  spirit  and  Besolu- 
tion.  The  Papers  will  announce  to  you  Capt.  M^allace’s 
depj'edations  in  the  Colony  of  Bhode  Island  and  the 
severe  Bepulse  he  met  with  from  the  Troops  there. 
We  have  had  several  Deserters  out  within  a few  days  ; 
they  all  agree  that  the  scurvy  prevails  amongst  the 
troops,  but  disagree  .very  much  as  to  the  Mortallity  of 
it.  It  has  been  very  dull  in  this  division  since  your 
departure — 1 wish  you  a safe  and  speedy  return.  Mr. 
Eustace  lodges  at  Hobgoblin  Hall,  he  says  by  your 
Order — should  be  glad  to  know  your  pleasure  in  the 
matter.  He  is  young  and  fond  of  diversion  and  many 
ill  Councellors  about  him — perhaps  his  conduct  may 
not  be  so  prudent  as  you  could  wish — He  has  been  but 
little  at  my  lodgings,  notwithstanding  1 am  dayly  call- 
ing upon  him — 1 rejoice  to  hear  my  friend  Bird  escaped 
— so  inglorious  an  Exit  as  he  had  like  to  have  made  by 
the  Eggs — I hope  this  will  prove  an  useful  Lesson  to 
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liim,  and  learn  liini  to  implicitly  obey  the  Orders  of  his 
General  for  the  future.  Please  to  present  my  compli- 
ments to  him  and  Mr.  Palfrey — All  things  cpiiet  in 
Camp  and  no  new  movements  of  the  Enemy,  since  your 
departure. 

I am  ^vith  great  Pespect  your  most  obedient  A very 
humble  Servant. 

Natii.  Greene, 

P.S.  Please  to  favor  me  with  a line  from  you. 

To  The  Hon.  Gen.  Lee 

now  at  or  near  New  York. 


To  THE  President  of  Congress. 

Stamford,  January  22,  1770. 

Sir, 

As  General  Washington  has  informed  the  Congress 
of  his  motives  for  detachins:  me,  it  is  needless  to  trouble 
you  upon  the  subject.  I am,  therefore,  only  to  inform 
you,  that  I have  collected  a body  of  about  1200  men, 
from  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  whose  zeal  and  ardour, 
demonstrated  on  this  occasion,  cannot  be  sufficiently 
praised.  With  this  body  I am  marching  directly  to 
New  York  to  execute  the  different  luirposes  for  which 
I am  detached.  I am  sensible.  Sir,  that  nothing  can 
carry  the  air  of  greater  presumption,  than  a servant’s 
intruding  his  oi^inion,  unasked,  upon  his  master ; but  at 
the  same  time,  there  are  certain  seasons  when  the  real 
danger  of  the  master  may  not  only  excuse,  but  render 
laudable  the  servant’s  officiousness.  I therefore  hatter 
myself  that  the  Congress  will  receive,  with  indulgence 
and  lenity,  the  opinion  I shall  offer. 

The  scheme  of  disarming,  simply,  the  Tories,  seems 
to  me,  totally  ineffectual;  it  will  only  embitter  their 
minds,  and  add  mriis  to  their  venom.  They  can,  and 
will,  always  be  supplied  with  fresh  arms  by  the  enemy. 
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That  of  seizing  the  most  dangerous  will,  I aj^prehend 
from  the  vagueness  of  the  instruction,  be  attended  with 
some  bad  consecpiences,  and  can  answer  no  good  one ; it 
o})ens  so  wide  a door  for  partiality  and  prejudice,  to  the 
different  Congresses  and  Committees  on  the  Continent, 
that  much  discord  and  animosity  will,  probably,  ensue, 
it  l)eing  next  to  impossible  to  distinguish  who  are,  and 
who  are  not,  the  most  dangerous. 

The  plan  of  explaining  to  these  deluded  people  the 
justice  and.  merits  of  the  American  cause,  is,  certainly 
generous  and  humane,  but  I am  afraid  will  ])e  fruitless. 
They  are  so  rivetted  in  their  opinions,  that  I am  per- 
suaded should  an  angel  descend  from  heaven,  with  his 
golden  trum]:)et,  and  ring  in  their  ears  that  their  conduct 
was  criminal,  he  would  be  disregarded.  I had  lately 
myself  an  instance  of  their  infatuation,  which  if  it  is 
not  ini])ertinent,  I will  relate. 

At  New^port,  I took  the  liberty,  without  any  au- 
thority, ])ut  the  conviction  of  the  necessity,  to  admin- 
ister a very  strong  oath  to  some  of  the  leading  tories, 
for  which  liberty  I humbly  ask  pardon  of  Congress. 
One  article  of  this  oath  was,  to  take  up  arms  in  defence 
of  their  country,  if  called  upon  by  the  voice  of  Congress. 
To  this.  Colonel  Wanton,  and  others  flatly  refused  their 
assent.  To  take  arms  against  their  sovereign,  they  said, 
was  too  monstrous  an  impiety.  I asked  them  if  they 
had  lived  at  the  time  of  the  Revolution,  Avhether  they 
would  have  been  revolutionists?  Their  answers  were 
at  first,  evasive,  circuitous,  and  unintelligible;  but  by 
fixing  them  down  2:)i*ecisely  to  the  questions,  I,  at  length 
dre^v  from  them  a positive  confession,  that  no  vdolence, 
no  provocation  on  the  ])art  of  the  Court,  could  prevail 
upon  them  to  act  ^vith  the  Continent.  Such  I am  afraid 
is  the  creed  and  princi2)les  of  the  whole  party,  great 
and  small;  sense,  reason,  argument,  and  eloquence,  have 
l^een  expended  in  vain,  and  in  vain  you  may  still  argue 
and  reason,  ’till  the  end  of  time.  Even  the  common 
feelings  and  resentments  of  liumanity,  have  not  aroused 
them,  Imt  rather  Avith  a malignant  pleasure,  they  have 
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beheld  the  destruction  of  their  fellow  citizens  and  re- 
lations. But  I am  running  into  declamation  (perhaps 
im])ertinently  presuming),  when  I ought  to  confine  my- 
self to  the  sclieme  I submit  to  your  consideration. 

It  is,  Sir,  in  the  first  place,  to  disarm  all  the  mani- 
festly disaffected,  as  well  of  the  lower  as  of  the  higher 
class ; not  on  the  principle  of  j^utting  them  in  a state  of 
impotence  (for  this  as  I observed  before,  will  not  be  the 
case)  but  to  supply  our  troops  with  arms,  of  which  they 
stand  in  too  great  need.  Secondly,  to  appraise  their 
estates,  and  oblige  them  to  deposit  at  least  the  value  of 
one  half  of  their  respective  property,  in  the  hands  of 
the  Continental  Congress,  as  a security  for  their  good 
behaviour.  And  lastly  to  administer  the  strongest  oath 
that  can  be  devised,  to  act,  defensively,  and  offensively, 
in  support  of  the  common  rights. 

I confess  that  men  so  eaten  up  with  bigotry,  as  the 
bulk  of  them  appear  to  be  will  not  consider  themselves 
as  bound  by  this  oath,  particularly  as  it  is  in  some 
measure  forced ; they  will  argue  that  it  is  by  no  means 
obligatory.  But  if  I mistake  not,  it  will  be  a sort  of 
criterion,  by  which  you  will  be  able  to  distinguish  the 
desperate  fanaticks  from  those  who  are  reclaimable. 
The  former,  must  of  course,  be  secured,  and  carried 
into  some  interior  part  of  the  Continent,  where  they 
cannot  be  dangerous. 

This  mode  of  proceeding,  I conceive  (if  any  can) 
will  be  effectual ; but  whether  it  meets  with  the  appro- 
l)ation  or  disapprobation  of  the  Congress,  I most  hnni- 
bly  conjure  them  not  to  attribute  the  proposal  to  arro- 
gance, self-conceit,  or  pragmatical  officiousness,  but  at 
worst  to  an  intemperate  zeal  for  the  publick  welfare. 

Notwithstanding  the  apparent  slimness  of  the  autho- 
rity, as  I am  myself  convinced  that  it  is  substantial,  I 
think  it  my  duty  to  communicate  a circumstance  to  the 
Congress.  I have  \wth  me  here.  Sir,  a deserter  from 
Captain  Wallace’s  ship,  before  Newport.  It  is  neces- 
sary, previously  to  inform  you,  that  this  Captain  Wal- 
lace has  the  reputation  of  being  the  most  ini2:)rudent 
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and  rasli  of  all  mortals,  particularly  wlien  lie  is  heated 
Avitli  wine,  AAdiich,  as  reported,  is  a daily  incident ; that 
in  those  moments  he  blabs  his  most  secret  instructions, 
even  to  the  common  men.  This  deserter  then  informs  us, 
that  the  Ca])tain  a feAV  days  ago,  assembled  the  sailors 
and  marines  on  the  quarter-deck,  and  assured  them  by 
way  of  encouragement,  that  they  Avere  to  proceed  very 
soon  to  NeAA^-York,  Avhere  they  Avere  to  be  joined  by  his 
Majesty’s  most  loyal  subjects  of  White  Plains,  Pough- 
keepsie, and  Long  Island,  and  at  the  same  time  bestoAV- 
ed  abundantly  his  curses  on  the  Admiral  and  General, 
for  their  dilatoriness  and  scandalous  conduct,  in  not 
availing  themselves  sooner  of  the  invitation  they  had 
receiA^ed  from  these  Avorthy  gentlemen. 

The  Congress  Avill  make  Avhat  comments  they  please 
on  this  information,  Avhich  I must  repeat,  I thought  it 
my  duty  to  communicate.  Upon  the  Avhole,  Sir,  you 
may  be  assured,  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  ministeri- 
alists to  take  possession  (and  immediately)  of  NeAV 
York.  The  intercepted  letters,  the  unguarded  expres- 
sions of  their  officers,  in  their  inter  vie  avs  Avith  ours  on 
the  lines,  but  above  all,  the  manifest  advantages  result- 
ing to  their  cause  from  this  measure,  put  their  intention 
beyond  dispute.  / 

With  submission,  therefore,  to  the  AAUsdom  of  the 
Congress,  it  behooA^es  them,  I should  think,  not  to  lose 
a moment  in  securing  this  important  post,  Avhich,  if  in 
the  hands  of  the  enemy,  must  cut  the  Continent  in  tAvain, 
and  render  it  almost  impossible  for  the  Northern  and 
Southern  Colonies  mutually  to  support  each  other.  This 
is  not  a crisis  AAdien  everything  is  at  stake,  to  be  OA^er- 
complacent  to  the  timidity  of  the  inhabitants  of  any 
particular  spot.  I have  noAV  under  my  command  a re- 
spectable force,  adequate  to  the  purposes  of  securing 
the  place,  and  purging  all  its  environs  of  traitors,  on 
Avhich  subject,  I shall  expect  with  impatience,  the  de- 
termination of  the  Congress.  Their  orders  I hope  to 
receive  before  or  immediately  on  my  arrival. 

This  instant  the  enclosed  express  from  the  Provincial 
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Congress  of  New  York,  was  delivered  into  my  liands  ; 
l)ut  as  these  gentlemen  probal)ly  ai*e  not  fully  apprised 
of  tlie  danger  hanging  over  their  heads,  as  I have  re- 
ceived intelligence  from  Camp  that  the  fleet  is  sailed, 
and  that  it  is  necessary  to  urge  my  march,  I shall  pro- 
ceed with  one  division  of  the  forces  under  my  command 
to  that  city.  A moment’s  delay  may  be  fatal. 

The  force  I shall  carry  with  me  is  not  strong  enough 
to  act  offensively,  but  just  sufficient  to  secure  the  city 
against  any  immediate  designs  of  the  enemy.  If  this 
is  to  give  umbrage,  if  the  Governour  and  Captain  of  the 
man  of  war,  are  pleased  to  construe  this  step  as  an  act 
of  positive  hostility,  if  they  are  to  prescribe  what  num- 
ber of  your  troops,  and  what  number  not,  are  to  enter 
the  city,  all  I can  say  is,  that  New  York  must  be  con- 
sidered as  the  Ministers’  place,  and  not  the  Continent’s. 

I must  now.  Sir,  beg  pardon  for  the  length  of  this 
letter,  and  more  so  for  the  presumption  in  offering,  so 
freely  my  thoughts  to  the  Congress,  from  whom  it  is 
my  duty  simply  to  receive  my  orders,  and  as  a servant 
and  soldier,  strictly  to  obey,  which  none  can  do  with 
greater  ardour  and  affection  than 
Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant 

Charles  Lee. 

To  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq. 

President  of  the  Continental  Congress. 


From  General  Gates. 

Cambridge,  22“*^  January,  1776 

Dear  Lee: 

The  Hard  Fate  of  poor  Montgomery  will,  if  I have 
any  Foresight,  immediately  induce  The  Congress  to 
cast  their  Eyes  on  You.  Knox  tells  me,  he  is  convinced 
from  Schuylers  conversation  that  He  wishes  to  be  ex- 
cused acting  as  General,  and  Worcester,  it  is  upon  all 
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Lands  agreed,  is  too  infirm  for  that  service — inclosed  is 
a Letter  IjrongLt  last  niglit  from  PLiladelpliia  by  Mr. 
Irwin.  He  tells  ns,  all  goes  well  tliere — The  Kings 
S2:>eech  Las  Lad  a Noble  Effect  in  Fixing  all  the  waver- 
ing to  the  cause  of  Freedom  & America;  this  is  the 
packet  I Lave  sent  yon  it  will  I Lope  be  received  in 
course ; we  Lave  Lad  some  Deserters  lately,  and  taken 
four  more  prizes  ; one  Las  a Quantity  of  Soldiers  CloatL- 
ing.  Blankets,  & Hospital  stores — Manly  carried  a 
large  Brigg  into  Newbury  Saturday  last,  we  impa- 
tiently expect  to  know  her  Cargoe — ^as  another  freight 
from  the  Tower  Avould  be  very  acceptable,  when  yon 
Lear  any  News  from  Canada,  let  me  know  it,  and  your 
Opinion  of  our  Affairs  there. 

I am  in  Haste, 

Yours  affectionately, 

Horatio  Gates. 

There  is  a Pamphlet  come  by  Irwin  from  Pliiladel- 
pLia,  entitled  Coimnon  Sense — it  is  an  excellent  per- 
formance— I think  our  Friend  Franklyn  Las  been  princi- 
pally concern’d  in  the  Composition — the  Bearer  also. 
Las  I fancy  play’d  Lis  part. 

I think  with  Gates  that,  yon  owe  some  small 
Betnrn  of  Friendship  to  M""  Nonrse,  yon  Lave  now  a 
good  opportunity  of  shewing  it.  M""  Nonrse’s  eldest 
son,  Joseph  Nonrse,  is  now  just  out  of  Lis  time  to  Mr. 
Strettle,  an  old  acquaintance  of  yours.  He  is  a young 
man  of  an  excellent  character,  and  good  accomplish- 
ments. Yon  wmnld  do  him  a singular  service,  and  lay  a 
lasting  obligation  upon  Lis  father,  if  yon  recommend 
the  young  man  to  M""  Bob.  Morris  for  a Clerk  in  Lis 
Conqiting  Louse,  or  to  be  sent  to  the  W.  Indies,  or  else- 
where, as  a Factor. 

I am  exceedingly  anxious  to  know  Low  affairs  go  in 
Canada,  not  a syllable  since  the  first  Express  from  Col. 
Canqfiiell  and  Genl.  AYorcester;  and  many  here  tl link 
AVorcester  imt  the  worst  complexion  upon  Lis  Intelli- 
gence, that  lie  might  be  succoured  the  more  expedi- 
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tioiisly — A Captain  of  Artillery  leaves  this  at  clay- 
l^reak,  upon  a good  horse ; he  will  be  with  yon  soon, 
perhaps  before  yon  receive  this  Letter.  Smith  has 
join’d  yon  long  ago,  though  yon  say  nothing  of  it. 


From  General  Washington. 

Cambridge,  January  23,  1776. 

Sir  : 

I received  yonr  favor  of  the  16*^  instant,  and  am  ex- 
ceedingly sorry  to  hear  that  Congress  conntermanded 
the  embarkation  of  the  two  regiments  intended  against 
the  Tories  on  Long  Island.  They,  I donbt  not,  had 
their  reasons ; bnt  to  me  it  appears  that  the  period  is 
arrived,  when  nothing  less  than  the  most  decisive  and 
vigorous  measnres  shonld  be  pnrsned.  Onr  enemies 
from  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantick,  will  be  sufficiently 
nnmerons;  it  highly  concerns  to  have  as  few  internal 
ones  as  possible. 

As  Congress  seem  to  have  altered  their  views  in 
this  instance,  and  men  which  went  with  yon  to  Connec- 
ticut are  upon  a very  different  footing  from  what  I ex- 
pected, it  might  be  right  to  give  Congress  the  earliest 
notice  of  yonr  proceeding,  and  to  disband  yonr  troops 
as  soon  as  yon  think  circumstances  will  admit  of  it. 

In  consequence  of  the  melancholy  reverse  of  onr 
affairs  in  Canada,  an  application  was  made  to  me  for 
succour,  and  happy  should  I have  been  if  the  situation 
of  this  army  could  have  afforded  it.  All  I could  do, 
was,  to  lay  the  matter  before  this,  and  the  Governments 
of  Connecticut  and  New  Hamj^shire,  and  urge  the  expe- 
diency and  necessity  of  their  sending  a reinforcement 
of  three  regiments  there  immediately.  M""  Trumbull 
and  his  council  of  safety,  had  anticipated  my  request; 
the  other  two  Colonies  have  adopted  the  measure. 
The  three  regiments  are  now  raising,  and,  I would  will- 
ipgly  hojDe,  will  arrive  in  time  to  re-instate  matters  in 
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tliat  quarter,  and  give  them  a more  agreeable  aspect 
than  they  now  have. 

I shall  be  much  obliged  by  your  pressing  Colonel 
McDougall  to  forward  the  shells  mentioned  in  his  letter 
of  the  2d  instant,  as  they  are  much  wanted ; and,  also, 
to  spare  me  some  powder,  if  he  possibly  can.  You  know 
our  stock  of  this  necessary  article  is  small  and  inconsid- 
erable, and  you  know,  too,  that  we  have  a demand  for 
a further  supply. 

The  progress  in  raising  recruits  for  the  new  Army 
being  very  slow,  I have  applied  to  this  Colony,  Connecti- 
cut, and  New  Hampshire,  for  ten  regiments  of  Militia,  to 
continue  in  service  till  the  1st  of  April  next,  which  they 
have  granted  me.  As  soon  as  they  come  in,  and  I can 
get  provided  with  proper  means,  I am  determined  to 
attempt  something.  Of  this,  I would  have  you  take  no 
notice. 

Within  a few  days  past,  several  persons  have  come 
out  of  Boston ; they  all  agree  that  General  Clinton 
has  gone  upon  some  expedition.  Some  say  he  has  be- 
tween four  and  five  hundred  men ; others,  parts  of  two 
regiments.  What  his  force  consists  of  is  not  precisely 
known ; but,  I am  almost  certain  he  has  gone  with 
some.  His  destination  must  be  south  of  tliis,  and,  very 
probably,  for  New  York. 

I thought  it  necessary  to  give  you  this  information, 
that  you  may  be  on  your  guard,  and  prepared  to  receive 
him  as  well  as  you  can. 

I shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  frequently  and  to 
be  informed  of  any  occurrences  you  may  think  material. 

I am,  dear  Sir,  with  great  regard, 

George  Wasiiingtox 


To  Major  General  Lee. 
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To  Egbert  Morris. 

Stamford,  January  23"^  1776. 

Morris, 

I have  just  received  yours  of  the  10^^  and  have  time 
only  to  scribble  a line  in  reply.  I am  in  my  way  to  N. 
York  to  anticipate  the  Enemy  whom  we  apprehend 
have  an  immediate  intention  on  the  Place  I have  Avrit- 
ten  a long  and  indeed  presumptuous  letter  to  the  Con- 
gress. I beg  you  will  be  one  of  my  advocates  if  it  is 
taken  in  this  light — nothing  but  zeal  should  have  foi*c’d 
me  upon  it  but  their  complacency  to  the  ProAuncial 
Congress  Avill  I am  afraid  be  in  the  end  fatal — New 
York  Avill  be  one  day  or  the  other  the  Ministry’s.  They 
play  fast  and  loose  Avith  you  in  such  a manner  as  to 
give  you  an  air  of  extreme  ridicule.  Your  Assembly’s 
injunctions  AAutli  respect  to  Independence  appears  every 
time  I consider  ’em  more  nonsensical  foolish  and  abom- 
inable, it  operates  directly  opposite  to  sound  policy 
You  ought  to  persuade  the  People  at  home  that  the 
damn’d  King  and  his  damn’d  Ministry  never  had  the 
least  Ground  for  their  assertions  that  you  aim  at  inde- 
pendence. You  ought  to  suffer  the  tAvo  branches  of  the 
house  of  Bourbon  to  flatter  themseh^es  that  separation 
is  your  object  that  they  might  be  more  inclined  to 
assist  you  Avith  all  your  necessary  AA^ants  instead  of  AAdiich 
these  blessed  injunctions  have  given  a solid  ground  to 
the  assertions  of  the  King  and  Ministry  Avhich  before 
they  AA'ere  destitute  of  and  of  the  same  time  render 
France  and  Spain  shy  of  assisting  you — by  the  HeaA^enly 
God  if  you  do  not  act  more  decisiv^ely  Ave  shall  be  ruined, 
decision  decision  ought  to  be  our  Avord.  Are  Ave  at  Avar 
or  are  Ave  not  ? Are  AA^e  not  at  Avar  with  the  King  ? or 
with  whom  are  we  at  war  ? do  not  the  People  of  Eng- 
land tho’  not  from  zeal,  but  from  Avant  of  spirit  support 
the  Tyrant  ? Why  are  Ave  to  eternity  Avhining  about  a 
connexion  with  these  depraA^ed  People  ? in  short  as  they 
noAV  suffer  their  Parliament  Avithout  tearing  ’em  to 
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pieces  to  support  the  Tyrant  — They  cannot  be  consid- 
ered as  able  or  worthy  of  remaining  the  presiding  part 
of  the  Empire — l)efore  the  late  Speech  and  address  of 
thanks  I had  some  hoj)es  but  since  their  appearance  I 
confess  I think  the  knot  is  cut.  You  must  no  longer 
liobble  on  one  high  shoe  and  one  low.  When  you  have 
conquer’d  I think  you  may  tlien  with  more  safety  glory 
and  advantage  return  to  your  former  state  of  relation, 
the  express  waits 

Adieu  D""  Morris 

C.  Lee. 

Did  you  receive  my  letter  with  regard  to  my  memo- 
rial to  the  Congress  ? Did  Mr.  E.  Eutledge  receive  it 
— I am  afraid  it  miscarried. 


To  THE  CnAiR:v[Ax  of  the  New  York  Committee  of 

Safety. 

Sir, 

Yesterday  on  tlie  Road  I had  the  honor  of  receiving 
yours  and  ought  to  make  you  a thousand  apologies  for 
not  having  answered  it  immediately,  but  the  circum- 
stance of  being  on  the  Road,  together  with  the  necessity 
of  finishing  some  dispatches  to  General  Washington 
and  to  the  Continental  Congress  render’d  it  almost  im- 
possible. I should  certainly.  Sir,  have  a])prized  you  of 
my  march  had  I not  concluded  that  you  would  have 
learnt  it  time  enough  from  the  Congress.  The  letter  I 
have  from  the  General  directed  to  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Safety  I was  ordered  to  deliver  with  my 
own  hand.  With  respect  Sir,  to  the  alarm  of  tlje  In- 
habitants on  the  Suspicion  that  my  business  was  to 
commence  active  Hostilities  against  the  Men  of  War  in 
your  harbour,  I can  assure  you  that  they  may  be  j^er- 
fectly  easy.  Such  never  was  the  intention  of  the  Gen- 
eral, and  I hope  that  you  will  lielieve  that  I never  enter- 
tained a thought  of  transgressing  tlie  letter  of  my  in- 


THE  LEE  PAPERS. 


257 


structions,  the  motive  of  the  General  for  detaining  me 
\ras  solely  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  taking  post  in 
your  City,  or  lodging  themselves  in  Long  Island,  which 
Ave  have  the  greatest  reason  to  think  is  their  design  ; 
some  subordinate  purposes  were  likewise  to  be  executed 
Avhich  are  much  more  proper  to  be  communicated  by 
Avoi*d  of  mouth  than  l)y  writing ; but  I give  you  my 
Avord  that  no  active  seiwice  is  proposed  as  you  seem  to 
apprehend.  If  the  ships  of  Avar  are  quiet,  I shall  be 
quiet ; but  I declare  solemldy  that  if  they  make  a pre- 
text of  my  presence  to  hre  on  the  Toavii  the  first  house 
set  in  flames  by  their  Guns  sliall  be  the  funeral  ])ile  of 
some  of  their  l)est  friends — but  I belieAm,  Sir,  the  Inhab- 
itants may  rest  in  security  on  this  subject.  I am  con- 
vinced, and  every  man  who  considers  a moment  must 
be  coiiAunced  that  the  destruction  of  the  seapf)rt  toAvns 
would  if  possible  be  a seA^erer  stroke  to  the  Ministry 
and  their  Instruments  than  to  the  Inhabitants  them- 
seh^es.  The  seaport  Towns  are  the  only  holds  they 
liaA^e  on  America.  They  are  considered  as  the  Pledges 
of  serAutude — the  menacing  destruction  to  ’em  may  be 
of  admirable  use,  but  the  real  destruction  of  them  must 
extinguish  all  hopes  of  success ; in  compliance.  Sir,  Avith 
your  request,  I shall  only  carry  Avith  me  into  Toavii  a 
force  just  strong  enough  to  secure  it  against  any  designs 
of  the  enemy,  until  it  shall  please  the  Continental  Con- 
gress to  take  measures  for  its  permanent  security,  the 
main  body  I shall  leave  on  the  Western  Frontiers  of 
Connecticut  according  to  your  directions.  I hope  Sir, 
and  persuade  myself  that  the  Committee  and  inhabitants 
can  haA^e  no  objection  to  this  Plan.  If  Mr.  Try  on  and 
the  Captains  of  the  Ships  of  War  are  to  prescribe  AATat 
numbers  are,  and  what  numbers  are  not  to  enter  the 
Toavii,  they  are  absolute  dictators  to  all  intents  and 
})urposes, — the  condition  is  too  humiliating  for  freemen  to 
put  up  with.  You  take  pains  to  assure  me.  Sir,  that 
your  Congress  and  Committee  are  not  less  zealous  in  the 
cause  of  American  Liberty  tlian  any  other  representa- 
tiA^e  Body  on  the  Continent.  I give  you  my  AA^ord,  Sir, 

■ 17 
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that  this  assurance  was  unnecessary.  I am  not  one  of 
those  wlio  have  entertained  a bad  opinion  of  the  virtue 
of  N.  York,  or  made  it  my  business  to  asperse  them;  on 
the  contrary,  I have  condemn’d  loudly  tlie  illil)eral,  im- 
politic and  unjust  reflections  I have  beard  frecpiently 
thrown  out.  I should  not  have  taken  the  liberty  of 
trou])ling  you  with  the  opinion  good  or  bad  which  an 
unimportant  individual  like  myself  may  entertain  of  so 
respecta})le  a Body  as  your  Committee  or  Congress,  had 
not  this  particular  paragraph  of  your  letter  throAvn  the 
temptation  in  my  way. 

I am  Sir, 

Your  most  Obed^  & devoted  Serv^ 

Charles  Lee. 

Stamford,  23rd  Jany.  1776. 

Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  Esq 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Safety. 


To  Colonel  Waterbury 

Stamford,  Jan’y  24,  7 o’clock,  p.m. 

Sir, 

If  you  recollect  I desir’d  you  to  write  to  Colonel 
Ward  requesting  him  not  to  move  his  Regiment  from 
their  Homes  ’till  further  orders  ;■  but  I understand  from 
CoP.  Sears  that  he  has  not  received  those  orders.  I 
must  lieg  therefore  you  will  dispatch  a messenger  with 
these  instructions. 

I am  Sir, 

Your  most  Obed^  Servt. 

Charles  Lee. 

To  Colonel  Waterbury. 
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To  General  AVasiiington. 

Stamford,  January  1776. 

Dear  General  : 

It  was  unnecessary  sooner  to  troul)le  you  with  my 
scra^\d  as  I could  give  you  no  information  the  least  in- 
teresting. I find  the  people  through  this  province  more 
alert  and  zealous  than  my  most  sanguine  expectation. 
I believe  I niiorht  have  collected  10,000  volunteers.  I 
take  only  four  companies  with  me,  and  Waterbury’s 
regiment  which  is  so  happily  situated  on  the  frontier. 
AYard’s  regiment  I have  ordered  to  remain  at  their  re- 
spective homes  until  they  hear  further.  These  Connec- 
ticutians  are,  if  possible,  more  eager  to  go  out  of  their 
Country  than  they  are  to  return  home  when  fhey  have 
been  out  for  any  considei*able  time. 

Enclosed  I send  you  my  letter  to  the  General  Con- 
gress. That  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New  York 
to  me,  with  my  answer,  1 hope  will  have  your  approba- 
tion. 

The  whigs,  I mean  the  stout  ones,  are  it  is  said  very 
desirous  that  a body  of  troops  should  march  and  be 
stationed  in  their  City : timid  ones  are  averse,  merely 
from  the  spirit  of  procrastination,  which  is  the  charac- 
teristic of  timidity.  The  letter  of  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress, you  will  observe  breathes  the  very  essence  of  this 
spirit ; it  is  wofully  hysterical.  I conclude,  I shall  re- 
ceive the  orders  of  the  General  Congress  before,  or  im- 
mediately on  my  arrival,  otherwise  I should  not  venture 
to  march  into  the  Province,  as  by  the  late  resolve  every 
detachment  of  the  Continental  Troops  is  to  be  under  the 
direction  of_the  Provincial  Congress  in  which  they  are 
— a resolve,  I must  say,  with  submission  to  their  wis- 
dom, fraught  with  diificulties  and  evils — it  is  impossi- 
ble, having  tAvo  sovereigns,  that  any  business  should  be 
carried  on. 

IlaA^e  you  seen  the  pamphlet — Common  Sense?  I 
never  saAV  such  a masterly,  irresistible  performance.  It 
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will,  if  I mistake  not,  in  concurrence  witli  the  transcend- 
ent folly  and  wickedness  of  the  ministry,  give  the 
Coup-de-grace  to  Great  Britain.  In  short,  T own  myself 
convinced,  by  the  arguments,  of  the  necessity  of  separa- 
tion. 

Poor,  brave  Montgomery  ! But  it  is  not  a time  to 
cry,  but  to  revenge.  God  bless  you,  my  dear  GenL, 
and  crown  us  with  the  success  I am  sure  we  merit  from 
the  goodness  of  our  cause.  My  love  to  the  ladies.  I 
shall  write  a long  letter  to  Gates,  when  I have  time  and 
materials. 

Adieu  ! Yours,  most  affectionately, 

Charles  Lee. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


From  Hexry  Knox. 

Cambridge,  JaiP.  25*^  1776. 

Sir, 

His  Excellency  General  Washington  informs  me 
that  he  has  written  to  you  in  general  terms  respecting 
a quantity  of  shot  and  shells  that  were  ordered  from 
New  York  some  time  since  also  desires  me  to  write 
more  particularly.  I do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  a 
List  of  those  Articles  which  were  to  have  been  for- 
warded to  Camp  by  the  Provincial  Congress  or  Com- 
mittee who  sit  during  the  recess  of  Congress.  The 
reasons  why  they  have  not  done  it  are  unknown  to  me. 
The  stores  are  at  Turtle  Bay,  the  Cannon  at  or  near 
Kingsbridge  excepting  the  2 brass  six  pounders  which 
belong  to  the  City,  and  which  were  promised  as  a Loan. 

If  they  could  be  put  on  board  some  Yessell  A sent 
thro’  the  East  River  to  New  London  or  Norwich — the 
expence  of  Carting  would  lie  very  much  diminish’d — 
Altho’  I brought  11  very  tine  brass  field  pieces  from 
Ticonderoga,  yet  without  the  additional  ones  from  New 
York  we  shall  be  still  deficient  in  field  artillery.  They 


THE  LEE  PAPERS. 


261 


told  me  at  New-York  that  there  were  300  tons  of  shells 
at  Turtle  Bay.  By  your  being  on  the  spot,  Sir,  you 
will  judge  whether  it  would  be  proper  for  any  to  re- 
main at  that  place,  and  whether  it  would  be  best  to 
forward  all  of  them  to  Connecticut  to  be  transported 
this  way — CoB  JVTDougall  was  the  person  at  New 
York  with  whom  I confer’d  and  who  appear’d  to  be  the 
only  active  person  there. 

The  General  has  desired  me  to  send  an  Officer  of 
Artillery — Accordingly  I have  ordered  Capt.  Badlam 
to  join  you  immediately,  an  Officer  of  merit  considering 
his  experience. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  the  greatest  Bespect, 
Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  Humble  Servant, 

Henry  Knox, 

Col.  Beg*'  Artillery. 

Hon.  General  Lee,  at  New  York — Favor’d  by  ^Capt. 

Badlam. 


Order’d  Nov"  27.  1775. 

12  dble  fortified  Iron  4 pounders, 

2 brass  six  pounders. 

5 Tons  24  j^ound  shot, 

5 18  do. 

5 13  Inch  shells, 

10  10  Do. 

10  “ 8 Do. 

5 7 Do. 

Portfire  composition — Quick  match — all  the  Carcasses. 


Order’d  on  the  17th.  Dec 

500 — 13  Inch  shells 

200—  5tV. 

400—  4i- 
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From  John  Hancock.  . 

Pliiladelpliia,  Jan.  26,  1776. 

Sir, 

This  morning  I was  favoured  with  your  letter,  by 
express,  Avhich  I laid  before  Congress,  in  consequence 
of  wliich  tliey  have  appointed  a committee  of  three  of 
their  members,  viz : Col.  Harrison  M’’  Lynch,  and  M’' 
Allen,  immediately  to  repair  to  New  York,  and  confer 
with  you  and  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  that  Colony, 
on  the  subject  of  your  letter,  which  supersedes  the  ne- 
cessity of  my  being  ])articulai*,  as  I must  refer  you  to 
those  gentlemen. 

I have  only  to  add  my  best  wishes  for  your  health., 
and  that  success  may  attend  your  important  exertions. 

I have  the  honor,  to  be,  Avitli  esteem,  Sii*,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  Servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 

To  the  Honourable  Major  General  Lee. 


William  Palfrey  to  General  Washington. 

Stamford,  January  29,  1776. 

Sir, 

General  Lee,  being  unfoidunately  Ausited  Avith  the 
gout  or  rheumatism,  has  directed  me  to  enclose  to  your 
Excellency  the  copy  of  a letter  he  has  just  receAed, 
by  ex])ress,  from  the  President  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress. General  Lee  Avould  liaA^e  Avrote  you,  but  the  po- 
sition of  Avriting  is  so  A^ery  painful  that  he  ho])es  you 
Avill  excuse  him.  NotAAuthstanding  his  illness,  he  is  de- 
termined to  go  forAvard  to-morrow  in  a litter,  AAdiich  he 
has  ordered  to  l)e  prepared  for  that  ])urpose.  He  begs 
his  compliments  to  Mrs.  Washington  and  the  family, 
to  AAdiich  AA  e lieg  leaA^e  to  add  those  of  M""  Byrd,  and 
yoiir  Excellency’s  most  obedient  and  humble  servant 
AYilliaai  Palfrey,  Aid-de-Camp 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington 
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Orders  : Etc. 

Stamford,  Head  Quarters,  January  29*'^  1776. 
Parole  Bradshaw. 

Colonel  Sears  being  appointed  Adjutant  General, 
Major  Abel  l)eing  ap])ointed  Brigade  Major,  for  the 
])resent  expedition,  they  are  to  be  considered  as  such. 
The  Companies  now  at  Horse  Neck  A Bye  to  march 
to  New-Bochelle,  A East  Chester.  The  Companies  of 
Colonel  AVaterbnrys,  A Colonel  Wards  Begiments  now 
at  Stamford  to  take  up  their  quarters  at  Horse  Neck, 
Bye,  A Marineck.  The  Companies  wliich  march  to 
New-Chester,  A New-Bochelle  to  halt  ’till  they  receive 
furtlier  Orders  from  CoP  Waterbnry  who  commands 
the  whole  body. 

A Copy  of  a Besolve  of  the  Committee  of  Stamford : 

Bes®  That  whereas  the  Committee  of  Safety  for 
this  town  are  apprehensive  that  a great  part  of  the  Pro- 
visions carried  to  New- York,  from  this  Town  goes  into 
tlie  hand  of  onr  Enemies,  which  to  prevent,  Mesolved 
that  no  Pj'ovisions,  or  Produce  of  any  kind  whatsoever 
shall  be  allo^ved  to  be  transported  either  l)y  Land,  oi* 
Water  to  the  said  Town  of  New- York. 

A Copy  of  a Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Cori-es- 
pondence  of  Bidgfield  to  the  Committee  of  Corres- 
pondence of  Stamford. 

Bidgfield,  January  the  5^^  70. 

Gentlemen  : 

W^e  receiv’d  your  letter  of  the  3^^  instant  informing 
us  of  the  Besolution  that  you  have  come  into  to  pre- 
vent the  Ministerial  Troops  receiving  any  supply  from 
Ne^^'-York.  We  thank  you  for  your  early  attention  to 
an  o])ject  of  so  mucli  importance  to  the  interest  of  the 
United  Colonies,  and  shall  carefully  Co-operate  with 
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you  in  earring  of  it  strictly  into  execution  as  AVe  look 
on  it  as  an  object  of  tlie  first  magnitude.  AVe  are  Gen- 
tlemen, with  great  Truth  & Regard — Your  most  obedi- 
ent humble  Serv^® 

Philip  B.  Beadle, 
Stephen  Smith, 

John  Benedict. 


Fro^i  Ebenezer  Hazard. 

New  York,  Jan.  29'"^  1776. 

Sir, 

The  Post  informed  me  on  Saturday  Evening,  with 
great  appearances  of  real  anxiety,  that  he  was  fully 
jjersuaded  there  would  be  such  a Disturbance  in  conse- 
(pience  of  your  arrival  here,  as  would  render  it  quite 
unsafe  for  the  Post  Office  to  be  kept  in  this  City  and 
very  seriously  advised  me  to  remove  it.  As  I am  not 
remarkable  for  Credulity,  I paid  but  little  attention  to 
him,  nevertheless  as  it  is  my  Duty  to  pay  due  Regard 
to  every  Hint  which  may  tend  to  the  security  or  ad- 
vantage of  the  Office,  I take  the  liberty  of  troubling 
you  ^vith  a Line  A begging  the  Favor  of  your  advice, 
which  will  much  obligee 
Sir, 

Y""  most  obed^  hum®  Serv* 

Eben.  Hazard. 


From  General  AVashington. 

Cambridge,  January  30,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  : 

I wrote  to  you  the  23d  instant,  and  then  informed 
you  that  General  Clinton  had  gone  upon  some  expedi- 
tion with  four  or  five  hundred  men.  Thei'e  is  good  rea- 
son to  believe  that  Tryon  has  applied  for  some  troops, 
and  that  he  would  join  them  with  a great  number  of 
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inliabitants,  so  that  yon  will  see  the  necessity  of  your 
being  decisive  and  expeditious  in  your  operations  in  that 
quarter. 

The  tories  should  be  disarmed  immediately,  though  it 
is  probal^le  that  they  may  have  secured  their  arms  on 
board  the  King’s  ships,  until  called  upon  to  use  them 
against  us.  However,  you  can  seize  upon  the  persons 
of  the  principals.  They  must  be  so  notoriously  known, 
that  there  wdll  belittle  danger  of  your  committing  mis- 
takes ; and  happy  should  I be  if  the  Go  vernour  could  be 
one  of  them. 

Since  writing  the  above  your  favor  of  the  24th  came 
to  hand,  with  the  sundry  enclosures,  which  I have  with 
attention  2:>erused,  and  very  much  approve  of  your  con- 
duct. 

I sincerely  wish  that  the  letter  you  expect  to  receive 
from  Congress  may  empower  you  to  act  conformal)le  to 
your  own  and  my  sentiments  on  this  occasion.  If  they 
should  order  differently  we  must  submit,  as  they,  doubt- 
less, will  have  good  reasons  for  what  they  may  deter- 
mine on. 

The  Congress  desire  I should  send  an  active  General 
to  Canada.  I fancy,  when  they  made  the  demand  that 
they  did  not  think  General  Schuyler  would  continue  in 
that  station,  which  he  has  given  me  to  understand,  by 
some  late  letters  from  him,  that  he  would.  Should  they 
not  approve  of  the  New  York  expedition,  and  think 
another  General  necessary  for  the  Northern  Depart- 
ment, it  is  probable  they  will  fix  on  you  to  take  the 
command  there.  I should  be  sorry  to  have  you  removed 
so  far  from  this  scene,  but  if  the  service  there  requires 
your  presence,  it  will  be  a fine  field  for  the  exertion  of 
your  admirable  talents. 

There  is  nothing  new  here.  Let  me  hear  often  from 
you,  and  believe  me,  cfec., 

George  Wasiiixgton 

To  Major  Genei-al  Lee 
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To  Egbert  Morris 

Stamford  Janiiaiy  30,  1776. 

My  D’’  Morris. 

My  Genius  or  Daemon  whispered  to  me  when  I 
composed  my  letter  and  memorial  to  the  Congress  that 
it  was  not  altogether  right,  all  I can  say  in  defence 
of  it  is  that  a member  of  the  Congress  of  great  judg- 
ment and  of  ^vhose  friendship  I have  the  strongest  con- 
viction was  of  opinion  that  it  wou’d  be  prudent  and  well 
timed,  however  I am  extremely  happy  that  you  have  not 
presented  it  and  congratulate  myself  in  having  acquired 
two  friends  such  as  yourself  and  M""  Eutledge  to  whom 
I am  desirous  (if  they  will  accept  the  office)  of  giving  a 
discretionary  unlimited  power  to  su2:)erintend  my  fame 
and  interests — I must  intreat  and  indeed  have  no  rea- 
son to  doubt  that  you  will  continue  your  vigilance  and 
activity — You  seem  to  wonder  that  I should  join  in  the 
hue  and  cry  for  independence  I ^vrote  on  this  sulqect 
in  too  great  a haste  to  M’'  Eutledge  and  did  not  ex- 
]dain  myself  fully.  I was  until  the  appearance  of  the 
King’s  speech  and  the  adulatory  sanguinary  address 
from  the  Commons  to  the  Tyrant  a strong  advocate  for 
dependence — I thought  the  relation  the  colonies  former- 
ly stood  in  with  tlie  mother  Country  extremely  calcu- 
lated for  their  mutual  hajipiness  in  short  my  creed  in 
this  article  was  honestly  given  in  my  last  letter  to  Mr. 
Burgoyne — the  seeds  of  jealousy  and  dissension  are  so 
visibly  sown  amongst  the  different  Provinces  that  I am 
convinced  the  difficulties  to  form  one  great  confederate 
Body  of  Amei'ica  will  he  very  great.  But  as  it  appears 
from  the  inexorable  bloody  dis])osition  of  the  King  the 
coriTiption  of  the  Parliament  and  the  piisilanimity  of 
the  People  that  you  must  ])e  infallibly  forced  into  the 
measure.  I think  the  sooner  it  is  done  the  better — if 
indeed  we  should  hear  that  the  People  of  England  had 
at  length  arous’d  themselves  from  their  torpor  had 
lirought  the  whole  wicked  junto  to  condign  punishment. 
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brought  back  the  Parliament  to  its  original  principles, 
curtailed  or  destroyed  the  pecuniary  influence  of  the 
cro\vm,  and  reduced  the  army  to  a less  dangerous  bulk 
— the  man  who  will  vote  for  Independence  I shall  think 
a very  bad  American — but  if  Great  Britain  is  to  continue 
this  inhuman  ])iratical  murdrous  war,  if  the  Tyrant  is 
supported  any  longer  in  his  diabolical  measures  I con- 
fess I can  see  no  one  salutary  end  in  whining  loudly  after 
this  independence — it  will  only  discourage  other  powers 
from  assisting  us  either  directly  or  indirectly  and  give 
the  world  in  general  a low  ojunion  of  American  spirit 
and  American  sense — Such  is  my  opinion,  but  I do 
assure  you  I neither  think  it  decent  nor  proper  in  my 
circumstances  to  be  very  liberal  of  my  sentiments.  I 
have  upon  the  whole  a very  great  opinion  of  the  Con- 
gress whatever  they  resolve  I shall  with  readiness  and 
zeal  assent  to.  A most  dreadful  visitation  has  fallen 
upon  me,  whether  from  exposing  myself  too  much  to 
the  cold  or  whether  I had  it  in  my  blood  I cannot  say 
but  I am  actually  incapacitated  from  moving  my  legs 
by  the  gout  or  rheumatism,  or  mixture  of  both.  I am 
indeed  so  ill  that  I have  order’d  a litter  to  be  made  for 
me  and  unless  the  present  fortunate  fall  of  snow  enables 
me  to  stay  it,  in  this  equi|)age  I must  be  conveyed  to  N. 
York — for  as  a Committee  is  detached  from  the  Con- 
gress to  meet  me  I think  myself  oblig’d  to  be  there  dead 
or  alive.  I can  see  no  more  than  you  can  how  it  is  possible 
to  fortify  N.  York  in  a hurry  against  their  shipping — 
but  it  is  not  so  diflicult  to  prevent  them  from  taking 
post  in  it,  which  indeed  was  the  purpose  of  my  l:>eing 
order’d  from  Camp  as  we  had  the  strongest  assurance  that 
it  was  the  Enemy’s  intention.  I wish  to  God  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress  there  would  be  prevailed  upon  to  move 
their  women  children  and  effects — their  procrastination 
is  certainly  dangerous  and  gives  rise  to  reports  not  very 
advantageous  to  ’em — do  you  know  that  the  rascal  Hite 
is  going  to  sue  me  in  Chancery  for  having  l)ought  his 
Estate  or  some  conversation  I held  with  his  son  when 
at  Camp  ? But  what  this  conversation  was  I cannot 
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for  my  soul  recollect  l)ut  can  only  remember  that  lie 
professed  great  satisfaction  at  the  whole  tenor  of  my 
proceedings.  Mr.  White  laughs  at  his  menaces.  My 
love  and  thanks  to  Rutledge. 

Yours  D""  Morris 

C.  Lee 


To  THE  Committee  of  Coivgress. 

Stamford,  31®.^  January,  1776. 

Gentleme]^, 

I cannot  recollect  any  incident  which  has  given  me 
greater  distress  than  the  present  unexpected  illness,  as 
it  w^as  necessary  for  many  reasons  to  have  had  a confer- 
ence Avdth  you.  I yesterday  flatter’d  myself  from  the 
fall  of  snow  we  had  that  I should  have  been  able  to 
have  proceeded  in  a sledge,  but  this  hope  has  abandon’d 
us — Tomorrow  I shall  attem2:)t  it  in  a Carriage  or 
Litter.  Nothing  but  an  intolerable  degree  of  pain  shall 
stop  me. 

Last  night  I received  a letter  from  Geifl  Washing- 
ton, which  informs  me,  that  from  the  best  intelligence. 
General  Clinton  has  certainly  sail’d  with  a body  of  5 or 
600  men,  and  he  is  inclin’d  to  think  that  this  force  is 
destin’d  to  New  York  or  its  Environs.  I have  luckily 
sent  on  Col?  Waterbiiry  with  his  Regiment  consisting 
of  about  700  Men,  with  four  Companies  of  Volunteers: 
this  Cor})s  I apprehend,  in  conjunction  with  Lord  Stir- 
lings, will  be  able  to  give  a good  account  of  General 
Clinton,  unless  indeed  he  is  join’d  liy  a much  larger 
body  of  Tories,  than  I hope  we  have  reason  to  suspect, 
will  be  the  case — Colonel  Waterbury  is  a very  good 
Man,  Sl  has  the  reputation  of  being  a spirited  soldier. 
I have  ordered  him  Geifl?  to  submit  tlie  instructions  he 
lias  i*eceiv’d  from  me  to  your  Consideration,  and  in  all 
things  to  act  according  to  your  directions. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  at  New  York  sometime 
ago  promis’d  General  Washington  to  forward  to  Camp 
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some  necessary  stores,  ammunition  & Cannon  wliicli  lie 
liad  requested.  They  liave  not  been  forwarded,  tlie 
General,  of  course,  is  not  a little  perplex’d  and  chagrin’d. 
I liave  sent  a List  of  the  stores  requir’d  & promis’d, 
to  CoL  ]\LDongal.  It  is  certainly  Gentlemen  necessary 
for  the  good  of  the  service  that  yon  should  exert  your 
inhuence  to  prevent  any  fuidher  delay.  The  Cannon 
whicli  were  to  be  sent,  have  been  indeed  otherwise 
dispos’d  of  by  Mr.  Tryons  Agents,  but  the  shells.  Car- 
casses, Shott,  (fee.  are  as  yet  in  statu  quo — these  are 
absolutely  and  immediately  wanted  in  Camp,  without 
them  ndthino^  can  be  done.  Two  Brass  Field  Pieces 
were  likewise  to  have  been  lent  by  the  City  of  New 
York — if  they  can  be  spar’d  they  will  be  of  very  consi- 
derable service. 

I am  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  ob*  hble  Serv^ 

Charles  Lee. 

To  the  HoiP!®  Mess’'^  Harrison,  Lynch  cfe  Allen, 
Committee  from  the  Continental  Congress. 


To  Alexander  McDougall. 

Stamford,  31'^  January,  1776, 

Dear  Sir, 

As  I am  unexpectedly  attacked  by  a very  severe  fit 
of  the  Gout  or  Rheumatism,  or  a mixture  of  both,  which 
will  proliably  prevent  my  seeing  you  as  soon  as  I could 
wish,  and  as  no  time  is  to  be  lost,  I am  under  the  neces- 
sity of  troubling  you  with  this  Letter.  I have  just 
rec’vd  a Letter  from  the  General,  (fe  another  from  CoP. 
Knox  expressing  some  Surprize  & uneasiness  from  your 
having  not  yet  forwarded  the  Sliells  mentioned  in  your 
letter  of  the  2*^  Ins^  The  General  likewise  requests 
that  you  would  spare  him  some  Powder  if  possible — 
CoP  Knox  has  sent  me  a detail  of  those  Articles  that 
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slioiild  liave  been  sent  by  tlie  Provincial  Congress  or  the 
Committee  of  Safety  during  the  recess  of  that  Congress. 
The  Stores  it  seems  are  at  Turtle  Bay,  the  Cannon  (those 
I suppose  which  have  been  so  ingeniously  sj^ik’d)  are  at 
Kings  Bridge,  excepting  two  Brass  six  pounders  be- 
longing to  tlie  City  which  were  promis’d  as  a Loan. 
Now  Sir,  if  tliey  could  be  put  onboard  some  vessell  and 
sent  to  New  London  a very  consideral:)le  saving  would 
be  made  in  the  Article  of  Carting.  I must  therefore 
request  yon  in  the  name  of  the  General  tliat  the  greater 
part — Indeed  all  if  they  can  be  spar’d  of  those  stores, 
may  be  sent  Avithout  loss  of  time,  by  the  safest  nnode  of 
conveyance  to  Camp,  where  they  are  much  wanted. 
Tlie  followinsr  is  a List  of  the  Articles  order’d  Nov^  27. 
1775. 


2 dble  fortified  Iron  4 pounders. 


2 Brass 

u 

6 pdrs. 

5 Tons 

24lb.  Shott. 

5 Tons 

18  Do. 

5 Tons 

13  In.  Schells 

10  Tons 

10  do. 

10  Tons 

8 do 

5 Tons 

7 do 

Port  fire  composition.  Quick  match,  all  the  Carcasses. 
Ordered  on  the  17.  Deer. 

500  13  in  Shells. 

200  5tV 

400  ^ 


There  is  no  doubt  but  the  Cheapest  mode  of  transport- 
ing would  be  by  Sea — the  cpiestion  is  whether  it  would 
be  safe.  If  this  mode  is  adopted  you  are  to  apply  to 
CoP  AVaterbnry  who  will  supply  yon  with  any  number 
of  men  that  may  be  wanted 
I am  Sir, 

Your  most  obt.  humble  Servt., 

Charles  Lee. 


CoP  M'^Dougal. 
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From  Lord  Stirlin-g. 

Elizabetli  Town,  Feb.  4.  1776. 

My  Dear  General  : 

I shall  ever  l)e  ha2)2:)y  in  obeying  your  Commands. 
I lioj^e  to  l)e  with  you  tomorrow,  & bring  with  me, 
about  one  lialf  the  numl)er  you  mention,  the  other  half 
I shall  order  from  Brunswick  and  Amboy,  and  to  follow 
the  next  day. 

I am  Your  faithfull  & Obedient 
Humble  Servant,. 

Genl.  Lee,  Stirling. 


To  General  AYasiiington. 


' Yew- York,  February  5*^  1776. 

My  Dear  General  : 

I arrived  here  yesterday,  but  not  without  some  dif- 
ficulty. My  disorder  increased,  ratlier  than  diminished, 
so  that  I was  under  the  necessity  of  being  carried  in  a 
litter  a considerable  j^art  of  the  way.  I consider  it  as 
a ])iece  of  the  greatest  good  fortune  that  the  Congress 
have  detached  a Committee  to  this  place  ; otherwise  I 
should  liave  made  a most  ridiculous  figure,  besides 
bringing  U2:)on  myself  the  enmity  of  the  whole  Province. 
My  hands  were  comj^letely  tied  iij)  from  taking  any 
ste2)s  necessary  for  the  public  service,  by  the  late  resolve 
of  the  Congress,  putting  every  detachment  of  the  Con- 
tinental forces  under  the  command  of  the  Provincial 
Congress  where  such  detachment  is. 

I should  apju’ize  you  that  General  Clinton  arrived 
almost  at  the  same  instant  with  myself.  He  has 
brought  no  troops  with  him,  and  pledges  his  honor  that 
none  are  coming.  He  says  it  is  merely  a visit  to  his 
friend  Try  on.  If  it  is  really  so,  it  is  the  most  whimsical 
piece  of  civility  I ever  heard  of.  He  informs  us  that 
his  intention  is  for  North  Carolina,  where  he  expects 
five  regiments  from  England  ; that  he  only  brought  two 
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companies  of  liglit-infantiy  from  Boston.  This  is  cer- 
tainly a droll  way  of  proceeding ; to  communicate  liis 
full  plan  to  the  enemy  is  too  novel  to  be  credited. 

The  Congress  Committee,  a certain  number  of  the 
Committee  of  Safety,  and  your  humble  servant,  have 
had  two  conferences.  The  result  of  these  conferences 
is  such  as  will  agreeably  surprise  you.  It  is,  in  the  first 
place,  agreed  and  justly,  that  to  fortify  the  town  against 
shipping  is  inij)racticable  ; but  we  are  to  fortify  lodg- 
ments, in  some  commanding  part  of  the  City,  for  two 
thousand  men. 

We  are  to  erect  enclosed  batteries,  on  both  sides  of 
the  water,  near  Ilellgate,  which  will  answer  the  double 
purpose  of  securing  the  town  against  piracies  through 
the  Sound,  and  secure  our  communication  with  Long 
Island,  now  become  a more  capital  point  than  ever,  as 
it  is  determined  to  form  a strong  fortified  camp  of  8000 
men  in  that  island,  immediately  opposite  to  New  York. 
The  pass  in  the  highlands  is  to  be  made  as  respectable 
as  possible,  and  guarded  by  a battalion.  In  short,  I 
think  the  plan  judicious  and  comjilete.  The  two  brass 
pieces,  and  other  articles  will  be  sent  down  as  you  re- 
quire. You  have  heard  of  the  fate  of  the  Cannon  near 
King’s  Bridge. 

As  I write  with  pain,  you  will  excuse  my  abrupt 
conclusion. 

Yours,  dear  General, 

C.  Lee. 

To  Genh  Washington, 

P.  S.  My  love  to  Gates  and  the  rest,  female  and 
male. 


From  the  Hartford  Volunteers. 

New-York,  Febry.  5*^  1776. 
Sir 

Agreeable  to  your  Excellency’s  Address  to  the  Gen- 
tlemen inhabiting  Hartford  Town  County  and  Neigh- 
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boiirliood,  wherein  you  mention -as  General  Wasliington 
lias  the  highest  opinion  of  the  virtue  alacrity  and  s})irit 
pervading  all  orders  of  Men  in  this  part  of  America 
and  that  a Body  of  Volunteers  are  at  present  absolutely 
necessary  to  defeat  Ministerial  Designs,  in  a pernicious 
Scheme  tliey  have  formed,  which  should  they  succeed 
it  is  impossible  to  paint  to  oiir  Imagination  the  conse- 
(piences  whicli  must  attend  it. 

In  pursuance  of  tlie  alcove  Address,  the  under  written 
together  with  a number  of  other  Gentlemen  inliabiting 
Hartford  Town  and  Neighl)orhood  to  the  number  of 
twenty  four  voluntarily  inlisted  ourselves  under  your 
Excellencys  Command,  and  adhere  to  our  colours 
for  the  Term  of  at  least  one  month  from  the  Time  we 
were  to  quit  New  Haven,  and  immediately  ecp lipped 
ourselves  with  arms,  ammunition,  Ac.  and  mounted  upon 
good  horses  proceeded  to  New  Haven  the  place  of  ren- 
dezvous, from  thence  to  Stamford,  where  \xe  joined 
your  Excellency,  and  from  thence  to  King-bridge  to  ex- 
ecute your  orders,  which  we  comply ’d  with  and  marched 
to  King  Bridge  the  same  day  there  CoE  AVaterbury  by 
order  of  your  Excellency  dismiss’d  our  Company,  on 
whicli  some  of  us  to  the  number  of  about  eight  not 
deeming  CoE  AVaterbury’s  orders  directly  consistent 
with  your  Excellency’s  orders  which  you  gave  us  the 
same  Day  and  Date  as  those  given  to  Colo^  Waterbury 
to  dismiss  us,  rej^aired  to  the  City  of  Ne^v  A"ork,  where 
we  have  remained  Avaiting  your  Excellency’s  further 
commands,  and  not  thinking  it  honorable  to  return  to 
Hartford  Ac,  without  waiting  on  your  Excellency,  three 
of  us,  as  a Committee  from  those  present  took  the 
liberty  about  the  hour  of  ten  o’clock  this  morning  to 
wait  upon  your  Excellency  in  order  to  procure  a formal 
dismission  from  any  further  service  or  otherwise  your 
further  Commands.  But  on  our  arrival  at  Head  Quar- 
ters and  seeing  your  aid-de  Camp,  AI"  Palfrey  and  AT' 
Adj^  Sears,  they  gave  us  to  understand  that  you  were 
not  at  leisure  to  be  spoken  with,  on  ^vhich  we  left  our 
compliments  for  your  Excellency,  and  the  gentlemen 
18 
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wished  us  a pleasant  ride  home,  which  we  took  for  a 
formal  dismission,  and  take  the  liberty  to  desire  Capt. 
Led  lie  one  of  our  Committee  above  in  our  name  to 
wait  on  your  Excellency  with  our  Compliments  and 
best  resjiects  and  request  that  your  Excellency  would 
l>e  ])]  eased  to  sign  a warrant  or  such  other  Instrument 
as  your  Excellency  may  think  j^roper  for  abating  at 
least  our  ex])eiises  from  Hartford  to  New  York  and 
fi*om  New  York  to  Hartford.  Your  Excellency’s  com- 
pliance will  oblige  your  most  Obedient  Humble  Serv\ 

Thos.  Seymour, 

H : Ledlie, 

Hez.  AVyllys, 

Caleb  Bull,  Junr. 
Will”  Bull, 

Will”  Lawrexce 

Dated  at  New  York,  Febry,  1776. 


To  His  Excell’y  Major  General  Lee. 


Endorsed — “Gentlemen  Horse  Volunteers  from 
Hartfor — February  5,  1776.” 


Coll.  Thomas  Seymour, 

Do  Samuel  Taf.cot, 
Capt.  Hugh  Ledlie, 

Capt.  Bissell, 

Capt.  James  Hooker, 
Capt.  Joxa.  Wadsworth, 
Capt.  James  Caldwell, 
Capt.  AYilliam  Bull, 

William  Lawrence, 
Daniel  Alcot, 
Caleb  Bull, 
Boswell  Grant, 


Lieut.  Keturn  Strong, 
PiiiNEA  Drake, 
Thrall, 

Hezekiah  Willis, 
Elisha  Skiner, 
Elsworth, 

Thomas  Hildrop, 
Samuel  W.  Allen, 
George  Lord, 
William  Wadsworth, 
Denslow, 

Deodah  MTlliams. 


Expenses  of  21  Gentlemen  Light  Horse  (Yolunteers) 
from  Hartford,  under  Command  of  His 
Excelly,  Major  Gen.  Lee  from  Jan.  23  to 
Jan  31®*^  1776.  @ 51/-  man . . . . £01. 


10.— 
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Ditto  of  7 Gentlemen  in  'N.  York  5 Djs  @ 4/- 

day  Ea 7. — — 

Ditto  7 Horses,  5 3/-  day 5.  5.  — 

Ditto  of  23  Gent.  Returning  home  to  Hartford, 

@ 0/9  f d 23.5.  9 


Eri-ors  Excepted : £100.  6.  9 

5^^  Eebry,  1776. 

11.  Leddie. 


From  Alexander  White. 

Winchester,  otli  February  1776. 

Sir, 

I sometime  ago  received  your  favor  of  Dec''-  I 
had  liefore  the  receipt  of  that  letter  acquainted  you 
with  the  conclusion  of  your  troublesome  business  with 
Mr.  Hite,  except  that  I had  not  secured  the  payment  of 
the  balance  of  the  purchase  money,  which  was  to  be 
done  on  procuring  a certificate  from  the  Secretary’s 
office  that  the  Lands  were  free  of  Incumbrances.  I have 
since  been  satisfied  in  that  particular,  so  that  I hope  the 
whole  transaction  has  been  conducted  in  a manner  that 
will  meet  with  your  approbation.  The  old  Gentleman 
with  his  Family  immediately  left  the  Premises  and  is 
gone  to  Carolina. 

I informed  you  that  after  the  whole  matter  was 
agreed,  and  the  money  paid  him  he  commenced  suit 
against  you  to  compel  you  to  accept  the  Land  which  he 
had  consented  to  leave  out  of  the  purchase.  I enclosed 
you  a copy  of  his  material  evidence.  Of  above  one  hun- 
dred litigious  suits  which  within  two  years  he  has  com- 
menced or  excited,  I think  that  is  the  most  frivolous. 
I anxiously  look  forward  to  that  hajDpy  period  when 
peace  and  tranquility  shall  be  restored  on  such  terms  as 
will  secure  our  rights  and  liberties  on  the  true  princi- 
ples of  the  Constitution,  and  among  the  many  Idessings 
wFicli  will  attend  that  desirable  event,  I consider  the 
pleasure  of  your  acquaintance  as  one. 
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But  I really  fear  tlie  period  is  remote.  I cannot 
flatter  myself  that  one  defeat  will  terminate  the  calami- 
ties of  America : Eimlishmen  are  too  obstinate  and  Great 

• • ^ ^ 

Britain  too  p(n\"erful  so  easily  to  relinquish  a favourite 
measure.  We  have  had  no  distinct  account  of  the  un- 
happy  affair  at  Quebec;  ’tis  said  all  our  brave  Vii'gin- 
iaiis  are  killed  or  taken — Will  not  a miscarriage  there 
have  fatal  effects  ? Please  to  let  me  hear  from  you. 

I am  Sir, 

Your  very  huml)le  Servant 

Alex^  White. 


To  Jonathan  Trumbull. 

Yew  York,  Feh^  7,  1776. 

Sir, 

The  late  Resolves  of  the  Continental  Congress,  put- 
ting every  detachment  of  the  Continental  Army  imme- 
diately under  the  direction  of  the  Provincial  Congress 
or  Committee  of  Safety  where  such  detachments  were 
to  act,  and  of  course  the  uncertainty  of  my  being  ad- 
mitted into  this  City  with  the  Troops  under  my  com- 
mand induc’d  me  to  send  CoP  Ward’s  Regiment  to  their 
respective  homes  and  thereby  to  save  a veiy  considera- 
l)le  immediate  expence  to  your  Colony,  and  ultimately 
to  the  whole  United  Colonies  ; Contrary  to  my  expecta- 
tions, ^ve  are  not  only  admitted,  Init  it  is  determin’d  to 
take  strong  possession  of  the  City  as  well  as  of  its  most 
important  environs — In  short  to  put  the  Province  in 
such  a situation  as  to  render  any  attempts  of  the 
Enemy  to  estalilish  themselves  in  it,  ineffectual.  For 
this  purpose  some  additional  Battalions  are  ordered  to 
be  levied  in  this  Province.  But  from  the  great  scarcity 
of  men,  A greater  of  Arms,  I apprehend  it  will  be  a 
consideral)le  time  before  they  can  lie  compleated,  and 
ecpiipp’d  in  such  a manner  as  to  form  a coi'ps  in  whom 
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any  great  reliance  can  be  placed.  The  enemy  may  per- 
haps very  soon  appear,  and  we  ought  immediately  to  l )e 
ready  to  receive  them.  I could  therefore  Sii*,  wish,  that 
if  Cob  Ward’s  Regiment  is  not  already  disbanded,  and 
your  Colony  can  spare  them,  tliat  they  be  immediately 
detach’d  for  this  place.  But  if  it  is  disbanded  that  you 
would  if  possible,  send  to  this  place  a number  of  volun- 
teers, equal  in  number  to  that  Regiment,  com])leatly 
arm’d  & accoutred. 

I am  sensible.  Sir,  that  it  must  be  extremely  teazing 
both  to  the  Men  cfe  Officers,  to  be  thus  eternally  or- 
der’d ik  counter-order’d — Marching  and  Counter-march- 
ing but  I hope  they  will  do  me  the  justice  to  attribute 
it,  not  to  any  indecision  or  uncertainty  of  mind  in  me, 
but  to  several  whimsical  circumstances  in  our  Situation 
which  cannot  at  present  be  explain’d  to  ’em. 

I am  Sir  with  the  greatest  respect 

Your  honor’s  most  obed^  very  hble  Serv*' 

Charles  Lee. 

P.  S.  General  Clinton  arriv’d  almost  in  the  same 
instant  with  myself,  he  has  brought  no  men  with  him, 
at  least  that  we  can  discover,  and  has  given  his  word 
of  honor  none  are  coming.  Says  it  is  only  a friendly 
visit  to  M*’  Tryon,  but  tlie  fact  is,  I suppose  he  came 
only  to  reconnoitre  whether  the  Coast  Avas  clear,  and 
his  friends  the  Tories  ready  for  his  reception. 

The  Gentlemen  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  this 
City  are  Avith  me  this  moment.  They  intreat  you  Avill 
Avithout  delay  forAvard  compleat  those  PoAvder  Mills 
which  are  noAV  erecting,  and  as  many  others  as  you  can 
possibly  set  on  foot.  I congratulate  you  on  the  arriAval 
of  Sixty  Tons  more  of  Salt  Petre,  Thirteen  Tons  of 
Powder,  and  Thirteen  hundred  small  arms  at  Philadel- 
phia— such  an  acquisition  Avill  I hope  enable  us  to  face 
our  Enemy  on  more  equal  terms. 

His  Honor  GoA^ernor  Trumljull.  p Express. 
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To  THE  Hartford  Volunteers. 

General  Lee  presents  his  coinpliineiits  to  Cap* 
Ledlie,  that  when  the  Company  of  Horse  Volunteers 
])resented  themselves  for  the  present  service,  he  under- 
stood that  it  was  their  intention  to  bear  their  proper 
Ex})enses  excepting  their  common  allowance  of  Rations 
which  w^ere  to  be  furnished  tliem  by  the  Continental 
Commissary.  He  never  had  the  least  Idea  that  they 
intended  to  put  either  the  Continent  or  their  own  Pro- 
vince to  so  extraordinary  an  Expense.  General  Wash- 
ington had  received  the  strongest  assurances,  that  any 
the  most  consideralde  number  of  Volunteers  might  be 
iTiis’d  in  Connecticut  for  this  particular  service  entirely 
at  their  own  charge,  that  even  the  Rations,  or  Ration 
Money  would  not  be  expected,  but  his  Excellency 
thought  that  would  be  expecting  too  nmcli,  and  there- 
fore seem’d  desirous  that  the  Gentlemen  Volunteers 
should  be  entreated  to  accept  of  their  Rations  or 
Ration  Money.  General  Lee  does  not  conceive  that  he 
lias  pow  er  or  authority,  or  that  it  w^ould  be  consistent 
wdth  decency  to  sign  his  name  to  any  Warrant  for  the 
jiayment  of  the  Bill  of  Expenses  sent  in.  He  there- 
fore begs  Capt.  Ledlie  the  Gentlemen  wdll  excuse  his 
Coni] dying  wdth  the  request,  which  he  owns  a good  deal 
surprizes  him. 

New  York,  8*^  Feb^  1776. 


To  THE  Hartford  Volunteers. 

New  York,  Eel/  8.  1776. 

ISiR, 

The  Hartford  Company  of  Volunteers  were  dis- 
miss’d entirely  through  a blunder,  it  was  my  intention 
to  keep  ’em,  how^ever  as  it  is  too  late  to  undo,  wdiat 
has  been  done.  It  only  j*emains  that  I should  express  the 
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high  sense  I have  of  tlieir  Zeal  Activity  and  Spirit.  I 
return  ’em  therefore  my  sincerest  thanks,  and  foimially 
dismiss  ’em  foi*  the  present  from  any  obligation  of 
duty. 

Charles  Lee 

Major-General. 

To  Cap^  Ledlie. 


To  THE  President  of  Congress. 

New  York,  February  9.  1776. 

Sir  : 

A transport  is  this  instant  arrived  in  this  harbour 
with  troops,  although  it  is  said  that  General  Clinton 
gave  his  honour  tliat  not  a soldier  was  destined  for  this 
place.  As  we  have,  sir,  a great  deal  to  do,  many  works 
to  throw  up.  Long  Island  to  secure,  and  a considerable 
deal  of  duty  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  city,  and 
as  the  four  battalions  ordered  to  be  raised  in  this  pro- 
vince cannot  possibly  be  prepared  for  any  sort  of 
service  in  a very  short  space  of  time,  it  is  requisite  to 
provide  ourselves  with  an  adequate  force  immediately. 
It  is  true,  the  Committee  of  Safety  (whose  zeal  and 
alacrity  seem  most  fervent)  have  ordered  three  regiments 
of  Minute-Men  into  the  city ; but  I apprehend  even 
this  addition  will  not  enable  us  to  accomplish  the 
measures  resolved  upon.  If,  Sir,  a battalion  of  the 
Philadelphia  Associators,  or  a detachment  from  the 
several  battalions,  amounting  to  the  number  of  a com- 
plete battalion,  could  be  spared  us,  they  would  not  only 
be  of  infinite  use  to  us,  but  of  considerable  to  them- 
selves, as  it  will  afford  them  an  opjiortunity  of  instruct- 
ing themselves  in  the  construction  of  field  works,  and 
the  method  of  fortifying  and  intrenching  camps.  I 
confess  I am  the  moie  solicitous  of  being  immediately 
put  into  force,  as  I am  extremely  apprehensive  that  a 
very  large  body  of  the  Ministerialists  will  be  here  in  a 
few  days,  either  from  Boston  or  from  England.  I 
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tliiiik,  Sir,  likewise,  as  probably  tlie  number  of  troops 
will  be  increasing  liere  every  day,  the  Congress  would 
do  well,  without  loss  of  time,  to  establish  an  Hospital 
in  this  Colony. 

I am.  Sir,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  most  hum- 
ble servant 

Charles  Lee. 

To  the  Honorable  John  Hancock,  Esq.  President  of 
the  Continental  Congress. 


To  PoBERT  Morris. 

New  York,  February  9.  1776. 

D\  Morris, 

I had  not  time  when  I wrote  last  to  talk  to  you  on 
the  subject  of  Canada.  You  ask  how  it  would  suit  me  ? 
I give  you  my  word  my  D'’.  friend  that  wherever  I can 
be  of  most  service  there  I shall  chuse  to  be,  this  you 
will  say  is  a general  way  of  talking  and  no  answer  to 
your  ])articular  question.  I confess  that  the  service  of 
Canada  is  very  flattering  to  my  ambition  and  opens  a 
most  tempting  field  of  honour — the  only  objection  I can 
have  to  it  and  that  is  a solid  one  is  that  my  present 
attack  of  the  gout  not  only  renders  it  impossible  for  me 
to  set  out  immediately  as  I imagine  the  service  requires 
l)ut  the  rigor  of  that  climate  may  perhaps  occasion  a 
relapse  which  may  incapacitate  me  from  doing  any 
thing  not  oidy  there  but  in  any  other  part,  this  is  my 
objection.  I beg  you  to  weigh  it  well — Can  you 
spare  from  Philadelphia  a Kegiment  of  your  Asso- 
ciators  ? If  I mistake  not  we  shall  want  ’em  here — 
You  know^  we  are  to  lodge  ourselves  securely  in  the 
Town,  to  take  post  in  Long  Island  to  fortify  and  secure 
the  passage  of  Hell  Gate  Ac  Ac  to  accomplish  these 
things  as  well  as  to  do  the  necessary  duties  of  the  place, 
we  have  not  more  than  eighteen  hundred  men.  From 
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M’’  Clinton’s  [movements]  we  liave  tlie  strongest  reason  to 
expect  a Body  of  tlie  Ministerialists  every  day,  slionld 
tliey  find  ns  in  onr  present  weak  state  we  slionld  make 
a sorry  figure — I l^eg  yon  will  let  me  have  yonr  opinion 
hy  tlie  return  of  tlie  Post  on  this  head.  When  I con- 
sider onr  present  situation  here  and  at  home  nothing 
gives  me  so  much  nneasiness  as  the  nnceidainty  we  are 
in  with  regard  to  the  intentions  of  the  French  in  the 
W.  Indies — it  is  amazing  that  so  wise  a body  as  the 
Congress  should  sleep  over  so  alarming  a circnmstance 
Imt  perhaps  they  have  not — perhaps  they  have  proper 
Instruments  of  Observation — if  the  French  have  a 
powerful  Fleet  as  well  as  large  army,  we  may  snjipose 
they  intend  to  attack  our  Islands,  but  if  they  have 
simply  Battalions,  we  must  conclude  that  there  is  a 

conclusion  betwixt  the  two  Courts — prol^ably 

in  his  expedition  to  Paris  has  enter’d  into  a secret  en- 
gagement to  let  Canada  slip  out  of  onr  hands  into  theirs, 
these  Troops  may  be  there  for  this  purpose,  but  be  this 
as  it  may  it  certainly  is  yonr  business  to  be  ascertained 
of  their  intention.  I have  just  received  a letter  from 
Gates  reminding  me  of  my  obligations  to  M""  Nonrse 
who  has  been  so  active  in  my  purchase.  He  says  that 
there  is  a method  of  showing  my  gratitude  by  availing 
myself  of  yonr  friendship  in  procuring  a clerkship  for 
him  in  some  of  your  numerous  Captains — He  says  he  is 
a very  capable  young  man — if  such  thing  should  be  in 
your  power  and  suit  with  yonr  convenience  yon  will 
add  to  the  heap  of  obligations  under  which  I groan — 
Adieu. 

D"*  Morris 

C.  Lee 

My  compliments  to  Butledge — I shall  write  to  him 
by  the  next  post. 
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From  General  Gates. 

Head  10'*^  Febiy.  1776. 

Dear  Lee, 

The  inclos’d  is  just  come  to  my  Flands,  the  other 
Letters  that  have  come  for  you  lately  by  the  post,  have 
been  regularly  sent  by  every  conveyance  that  offer’d. 
The  General  writes  to  you  about  poor  Palfrey,  you  will , 
unless  you  are  certain  of  providing  better  for  liim,  send 
him  of  course  to  Head  Quarters,  Whitcomb  as  the  Devil 
will  have  it  has  recruited  his  Pegiment  pretty  tolerably 
for  this  month  past.  So  I see  no  opening  for  Brewer, 
if  there  was,  I think  Palfrey  had  better  accept  of  being 
in  the  Gen^®  Family,  as  that  will  with  his  talents  and 
address,  in  all  likelihood  soon  lead  him  to  a better  office. 
The  News  we  have  here,  has  already  pass’d  you  from 
Philadelphia.  Our  post  supplies  nothing  new.  We  are 
gaping  to  know  where  Clinton  is  landed,  if  he  is  not 
with  you  or  in  Virginia,  or  Carolina,  he  may  see  the 
West  Indies  before  he  gets  back  to  America.  We  had 
an  exceeding  stormy  Time,  for  near  a Fortnight  after 
our  Intelligence  tells  us,  he  left  Boston.  I suspect  Mr. 
Nourse  has  inclosed  a Letter  or  Two  to  your  Care  for 
me — Send  them  by  Palfrey — When  you  have  any  News 
worth  mentioning  from  Europe  or  the  Northward  remem- 
ber to  write  to  me. 

I am 

Ever  affectionately  yours 

Horatio  Gates. 

\ 

My  Compliments  to  The  Delegates,  and  all  Friends. 
Has  Captain  Badlam  of  the  Artillery  A Engineer  Smith 
arrived  according  to  Order  ? 
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To  THE  President  of  Congress. 


New  York,  February  11,  1776. 


Sir  : 

As  tlie  North-River  is  now  entirely  clear  of  ice,  I 
thought  it  imprudent  to  sutler  the  cannon  and  other 
stores  to  remain  any  longer  upon  the  Battery,  and  in 
yards  at  the  very  water-edge,  from  whence  the  ships  of 
war  might  have  conveyed  them  at  their  pleasure,  as  it 
Avould  have  been  impossible  to  have  obstructed  their 
manoeuvres,  almost  witliin  the  very  muzzles  of  their 
guns ; this  day,  therefore,  I ordered  the  whole  to  be 
removed  to  the  ground  before  the  Upper  Barracks;  it 
was  effected  without  the  least  opposition,  or  show  of 
opposition  from  the  ships ; indeed,  I even  consider  their 
menaces  to  fire  upon  the  town  as  idle  gasconades.  En- 
closed is  a list  of  the  pieces  and  their  appurtenances. 

The  Mercury,  frigate,  the  transport  and  brig  are 
sailed ; if  your  fleet  was  out,  they  must  certainly  fall 
into  your  hands. 

Colonel  Richmore  will  deliver  this.  I wish,  sir,  you 
would  be  very  particular  in  questioning  him  with  re- 
spect to  the  state  of  your  Army,  of  your  artillery,  but 
above  all  with  regard  to  the  reputed  abilities  and  pop- 
ularity of  your  principal  officers.  I am  sensible.  Sir,  it 
is  a delicate  subject  to  put  an  officer  under  the  necessity 
of  giving  his  opinion  of  the  capacity  of  others,  but  when 
the  safety  of  the  state  depends  upon  a true  knowledge 
of  these  circumstances,  all  delicacy  must  be  dispensed 
with  ; and  it  may  be  asserted  that  the  salvation  or  per- 
dition of  America,  in  great  measure  depends  upon  the 
management  or  mismanagement  of  Canada.  You  will 
find  Colonel  Richmore  a very  clear  headed  man  and 
intelligent  soldier,  and  capable  of  giving  the  fullest 
necessary  lights.  He  is  convinced,  that  any  number  of 
battalions  may  be  raised  in  Canada  to  serve  out  of  their 
own  country.  I would  submit  it  to  the  wisdom  of  the 
Congress,  whether  the  scheme  should  not  be  immediate- 
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ly  adopted  ; it  would  answer  a thousand  good  purposes, 
wliicli  must  occur  to  every  man.  Firstly,  we  want 
men  ; secondly,  out  of  their  own  country,  they  are  capa- 
ble of  being  excellent  soldiers;  but,  above  all,  it  will 
l)e  a ]dedge  of  the  fidelity  of  the  whole  Province  ; it 
will  engage  them  so  far  that  they  cannot  recede. 

I beg  your  pardon,  sir,  for  the  length,  and  pei’haj)s, 
incoherence  of  this  letter,  for  I perceive  that  from  the 
want  of  sleep,  my  head  is  somewhat  distracted.  I am 
in  hopes  of  walking  out  in  a couple  days,  and  that  my 
head  will  grow  clear  as  my  feet  grow  strong. 

I am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  Seiwant 

Charles  Lee. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq  cfec.  tfec. 

P.  S.  I have  not  been  able  to  procure  (as  thought 
and  expected)  an  exact  list  of  the  guns  and  stores  this 
night,  but  will  send  it  by  the  post. 


Fro3[  Bexjamix  Fraxklix. 


Philad."  Feb.  11,  1776. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  Bearer  Monsl  Arundel  is  directed  by  the  Con- 
gress to  repair  to  Gen.  Schuyler,  in  order  to  be  em- 
ployed by  him  in  the  Artillery  Service.  He  purposes 
to  wait  on  you  in  his  way,  and  has  requested  me  to 
introduce  him  by  a Line  to  you.  He  has  been  an  officer 
in  the  French  Service,  as  you  will  see  by  his  Commis- 
sions; and  professing  a Good  Will  to  our  Cause,  I 
hope  he  may  be  useful  in  Instructing  our  Gunners  and 
Matrosses — Perha2:>s  he  may  advise  in  o])ening  the 
nailed  Cannon. 

I I’eceived  the  enclosed  the  other  day  from  an  officer, 
Mr.  Newland,  who  served  in  the  two  last  wars,  and  was 
known  by  Genl.  Gates  who  spoke  well  of  him  to  me 
when  I was  at  Cambridge.  He  is  desirous  now  of  en 
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teriiig  into  our  service.  I have  advised  him  to  wait 
upon  you  at  New  York. 

They  still  talk  big  in  England,  and  threaten  hard; 
but  their  laimiiao’e  is  somewhat  civiler,  at  least  not 
quite  so  disrespectful  to  us.  By  degrees  they  may 
come  to  their  senses,  but  too  late  I fancy  for  their  In- 
terest. 

We  have  got  in  a large  quantity  of  saltj^etre  120 
Ton,  30  moi*e  expected.  Powdermills  are  now 
wanting.  I believe  we  must  set  to  work,  and  make  it 
by  hand — but  I still  wish  with  you  that  Pikes  could  be 
introduced,  and  I would  add  bows  and  arrows.  Those 
were  good  weapons  not  wisely  laid  aside : 

1.  Because  a Man  may  shoot  as  truly  with  a Bow 
as  with  a common  Musket. 

2.  He  can  discharge  4 arrows  in  the  time  of  charging 
and  discharging  one  Bullet. 

3.  Ills  object  is  not  taken  from  his  view  by  the 
smoke  of  his  own  side. 

4.  A Flight  of  Arrows  seen  coming  upon  them  terri- 
fies and  disturbs  the  Enemy’s  Attention  to  his  Business. 

5.  An  Arrow  striking  in  any  part  of  a Man,  puts 
him  ho?^s  de  coiiihat  ’till  ’tis  extracted.  ^ 

6.  Bows  and  Arrows  are  more  easily  j)rovided  every 
Avhere  than  Muskets  & Ammunition. 

Polydore  Virgil  speaking  in  one  of  our  Battles 
against  the  French  in  Edwai*d  the  3''?.®  reign  mentions 
the  great  confusion  the  Enemy  were  thrown  into,  sagit- 
tarum  nuhe^  from  the  English ; and  concludes,  Jdst  res 
profecto  dictu  mircibiliSy  ut  tantus  ac  potens  ddxercitus 
a solisfere  An  gilds  Sagittariis  rictus  fuerit;  adeo 
Anglus  est  Sagiitipotens^  in  gexus  armorum  valet. 

If  so  much  Execution  ^vas  done  by  Arrows  when 
Men  wore  some  defensive  Armour,  how  much  more 
might  be  done  now  that  it  is  out  of  use. 

I am  glad  you  are  come  to  New  York;  but  I also 
wish  you  could  be  in  Canada. 

There  is  a kind  of  suspense  in  Men’s  minds  here  at 
present,  waiting  to  see  what  terms  will  be  offer’d  from 
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England.  I expect  none  tliat  we  can  accept ; and  when 
that  is  generally  seen  we  shall  be  more  unanimous  and 
more  decisive — Then  your  proposed  solemn  League  and 
Covenant  will  go  better  down;  and  perhaps  most  of 
your  other  strong  measures  adopted. 

I am  always  glad  to  hear  from  you,  but  I do’nt  de- 
serve your  Favours  being  so  bad  a Correspondent.  My 
Eyes  will  now  hardly  serve  me  to  write  by  Night;  and 
these  sho]’t  days  have  been  all  taken  up  by  such  a 
variety  of  business,  that  I seldom  can  sit  down  three 
Minutes  without  Interruption. 

God  give  you  Success.  I am  with  the  greatest 
esteem 

Yours  affectionately 

B.  Franklix. 

To  The  Honorable  Charles  Lee,  Esq. 

Lieut.  General  of  the  Continental  Army, 

New  York. 

Py  Mons^  Arundel. 


Trevor  Newlaxd  to  Doctor  Fraxklix. 

[^Enclosed  in  the  foregoing 

Sir, 

Immediately  after  I had  waited  upon  you  at  Pliilad*' 
I proceeded  to  N.  York,  and  finding  much  difficulty  in 
pursuing  my  Intended  journey  I delivered  your  Dis- 
patches to  Mr.  Lewis,  by  Direction  of  Mr.  Van  B.  Lev- 
ingston,  and  wrote  to  you  at  my  return  acquainting 
therewith.  I have  not  wrote  to  you  so  frequently  as  I 
would  do  Immagining  that  your  time  might  be  Employ’d 
better  in  matters  of  greater  moment  to  y®  publick, 
and  where  juiblick  utility  is  in  question  apologys  be- 
come unnecessary,  j)lease  therefore  to  accept  the  follow- 
ing hints  from  one  who  has  seen  service.  I’m  amazed 
at  a ship  or  two  laying  at  N.  York  for  sometime  ])ast 
in  o])en  violation  of  f United  Provinces.  I never  saw 
two  vessels  that  lay  in  more  danger  were  they  attacked, 


THE  LEE  PAPERS. 


287 


and  they  as  well  know  it,  the  Asia  lay  along  in  the 
North  Kiver  and  refused  to  go  into  y®  sound,  until 
Parker  or  a Sen’’  Cap^  was  sent  with  a ship  to  reinforce 
him,  with  positive  orders  from  the  Admiral  to  go  in,  it 
may  also  l)e  seen  by  their  writing  to  y®  Mayor,  and  by 
Parkers  treatning,  and  bullying  the  Town,  there  is  three 
^vays  of  taking  or  destroying  them,  could  it  be  ke])t 
secret,  first  by  boarding  for  as  y®  Asia  must  ground  at 
low  water,  the  springs  upon  her  cabels  would  ])e  of  no 
use,  and  I apprehend  that  her  lower  guns  coidd  not  range 
over  the  wharf  when  aground,  therefore  a few  Guns 
with  Grape  shot  run  down  upon  the  wharfs  upon  her 
how  & (piarter,  would  effectually  sweep  and  clear  her 
decks  while  y®  j)eople  l)oarded — secondly  if  there  was 
mortars  or  even  Guns  to  throw  combustible  matter  on 
the  decks,  into  y^  rigging,  to  stick  on  her  sides,  with 
grape  as  before  to  prevent  extinguishment,  the  guns 
with  the  grape  would  be  out  of  the  power  of  her  guns 
while  aground.  The  3'''^  and  best  method  as  I immagin, 
I would  undertake  myself  with  a reasonable  person  to 
command  the  detachment,  as  second  in  comm'^  or  In- 
gineer,  or  Conductor  of  y®  works,  or  as  I told  you  in  any 
character,  so  that  I might  be  servisable  to  y*"  cause. 

The  method  I will  here  lay  down  as  well  as  I can, 
there  is  Long  Island  and  Nutten  Island  Avell  situated  to 
2)lace  Guns,  and  I immagin  three  or  four  hundred  men 
would  be  sufficient  to  compleat  all  the  works  that  would 
be  necessary  in  one  night,  the  greatest  difficulty  would 
be  to  get  Cannon  to  Nutten  Island,  but  they  might 
come  from  the  Narrows,  by  night  in  flats,  it  would  be 
impossible  to  point  out  either  the  facility s,  or  difficulty s 
of  the  undertaking  in  ye  course  of  a letter,  the  greatest 
difficulty  will  be  to  keep  it  secret  from  the  people  of 
N.  York.  It  occurr’d  to  me  when  they  went  to  quel 
the  Torys  upon  Long  Island  that  it  would  be  a good 
time,  ])ut  there  might  l)e  a diversion  of  the  like  kind, 
and  on  y®  same  or  any  other  that  might  keep  it  secret 
from  the  people  of  Stattan  Island,  Long  Island,  and  N. 
York,  whome  I look  upon  to  be  very  rotten,  and  to  have 
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done  much  Inirt,  if  this  matter  is  not  soon  put  in  exe- 
cution, they  will  be  reinforced,  or  they  will  fall  into  the 
N.  Kivei*,  but  if  there  was  a lodgement  with  some  Guns 
upon  Nutten  Island,  with  the  Towm  Battery  to  assist, 
they  could  not  get  out  without  running  aground,  as  soon 
as  the  Batterys  upon  Long  Island,  and  Xutten  Island, 
l)egin  to  play  there  should  be  some  of  the  Connecticut 
men,  or  some  others,  ready  to  run  down  upon  the  wharfs 
with  some  few  guns  a head  and  a stern,  with  graj^e,  to 
clear  the  decks  and  fire  into  the  ports  while  loading, 
the  Batterys  will  have  this  advantage,  that  they  can 
play  by  night  if  clear,  this  method  will  so  harrass  and 
disal)le  them  that  they  must  strike  quickly,  or  they  will 
l,)e  boarded,  when  this  affair  is  finish’d  the  men  should 
Immediately  march  to  the  N^arrows,  and  erect  a battery 
that  would  keep  all  out,  and  all  in,  20  Guns  would  sink 
any  vessel  that  would  dare  attempt  to  go  up  properly 
disposed  of,  and  would  be  out  of  the  range  of  all  shot 
from  shiping,  your  Crusers  would  find  shelter  and  a 
good  harbour,  had  this  been  done  last  summer,  our  Ene- 
mies at  Boston  would  starve  e’er  this,  there  should  be  a 
Camp  formed  there  early  in  y®  spring,  and  two  strong 
Forts  erected  with  retrenchments  to  cover  them,  for  you 
may  de})end  upon  it  there  will  be  a vigorous  push  made 
early  to  get  up  the  North  Biver,  works  upon  each  side 
would  greatly  retard  and  delay  their  opperations,  and  I 
doubt  not  l)ut  defeat  the  design  of  the  Campaign,  to  at- 
tack both,  they  must  divide  their  army,  which  would 
greatly  harrass  them,  and  if  they  wait  to  attack  them 
one  after  another,  the  campaign  is  lost,  ])esides  the  at- 
tacks made  upon  them  at  Landing  within  the  vicinity 
and])erhaps  under  cover  of  these  forts  and  retrenchments, 
also  the  attacks  on  their  rear,  while  they  are  attacking 
the  works.  In  short  we  liave  everything  in  our  favor 
to  defeat  the  ensuing  campaign,  if  we  only  begin  in 
time  and  conduct  matters  properly,  you  want  nothing 
l )ut  experienced  officers  500  at  least,  but  to  return  to  y'’ 
men  of  war,  that,  I find  so  much  intimidates  the  people 
of  this  Country,  is  a well  constructed  floating  Battery, 
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formidable  and  powerful  in  lier  own  element  at  sea,  no 
doubt,  but  when  opposed  to  the  land  but  an  egg-shell, 
Batterys  and  (inns  properly  placed  will  soon  silence 
them  1 Avill  here  describe  as  well  as  I can  the  Battery’s 
of  late  made  use  of  against  shiping,  tbe  old  battery’s 
in  our  ports  and  harbours  at  liome  found  almost  useless 
as  they  ai‘e  built,  they  are  all  built  similar  or  like  that 
at  N.  York,  very  low  and  near  the  Avater,  Avliereby  the 
vessel  has  all  tlie  power  over  them  she  could  ^yish,  not 
only  from  lier  great  guns,  but  small  arms,  wliereas  quite 
the  reverse  ought  to  be  the  case,  the  l)attery’s  should  be 
fixed  at  a distance  from  the  water  and  vessel,  no  nearer 
than  200  yards  if  the  ground  Avill  admit,  from  the  chan- 
nel or  where  the  vessel  is  to  anchor  or  sail,  and  upon 
ground  high  enough  to  be  out  of  range  of  hfer  shot,  if 
such  ground  cannot  be  found,  take  the  highest  you  can 
get,  and  sink  or  let  in  your  platforms  and  guns  upon 
the  top  or  summit  of  the  hill,  the  muzzles  of  y®  Guns  as 
it  Avere  peeping  out  of  the  hill,  thus  the  men  Avill  Avork 
their  guns  AAdien  thus  situated  AAutli  a facility  and  safety, 
and  out  of  the  reach  of  all  shot,  there  is  no  ship  in  the 
Avorld  that  Avould  dare  offer  to  attack  or  pass  such  a 
battery,  if  20  Guns  AA^as  mounted,  these  are  y®  kind  of 
batteries  that  I Avould  propose  for  all  attacks  upon  ves- 
sels, and  Avhat  I Avould  make  use  of  upon  Long  Island, 
and  Nutten  Island,  and  tho’  the  land  is  not  so  high  as 
^ may  be  wished,  yet  the  sinking  and  letting  in  the  guns 
in  ye  firm  and  highest  ground  Avill  answer  the  purpose 
no  doubt,  ships  fire  A^ery  sIoav,  and  fire  at  randum,  neither 
can  it  be  Immagined  that  men  can  stand  to  their  Guns, 
where  shot  and  splinters  is  continually  fiying,  much  less 
level  and  point  Guns  accurately,  in  short  they  must  do 
as  the  french  did  on  board  4 sail  of  the  Line  at  LeAvis- 
burgh,  in  a short  time  they  must  strike,  or  jump  into  y® 
hold,  NotAAuthstanding  Ave  iieA^er  had  more  than  tAvo 
Guns  playing  upon  any  ship  at  a time — Twelve  Guns 
Avould  be  sufficient,  six  upon  Long  Island  and  six 
upon  Nutten  Island,  and  12  pounders  AA^ould  be  heavy 
enough  as  the  distance  is  but  short,  and  less  than  3 lb  of 
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po^valer  would  be  sufficient  for  a charge,  there  ought  to 
be  two  men  to  each  Gun,  that  understand  loading  and 
firing,  the  rest  may  be  raw,  I would  immagin  that  Lord 
Stirling  would  ]}e  a very  proper  person  to  Comm'^  the 
detacliment,  and  would  readily  accept  the  command  I 
make  no  doubt,  the  troops  might  keep  moveing  some  at 
the  Narrows,  some  at  the  ferry  at  York,  some  even 
miglit  go  to  Jamaica,  flatbush,  etc,  until  Guns  and  mat- 
ters are  in  readiness,  y®  ComnuL-  officer  and  Ingineer  at 
the  ferry,  off  and  on,  to  reconnoiter  the  ground,  and  view 
the  position  of  y""  Vessels,  I have  here  thrown  a few 
matters  together  in  a rough  maner,  however  I shall 
not  Needlessly  make  any  a})ology  for  troubling  you,  as 
the  Intention  is  Good.  I can  assure  you,  that  these 
hints  as  I call  them,  are  no  whim  or  production  of  my 
own  but  from  real  practice  and  experience  which  I have 
often  seen  and  lielp’d  to  execute  in  Rivers,  Lakes,  and 
Harbours,  I would  not  offer  to  impose  anything  of  my 
own  fraiming,  and  in  short  I have  seen  so  much  of  war- 
fair  during  28  years  service,  and  as  experience  is  allowed 
to  l)e  the  best  master,  if  I follow  only  that  which  I have 
seen  and  executed,  there  can  l)e  no  roni  left  in  me  for 
Invention.  I cannot  dismiss  the  Narrows  yet,  tho’  I 
need  not  inform  you  that  that  part  should  be  much  at- 
tended to,  let  the  York  2)eople  be  Torys  or  what  they 
will,  the  Enemy  should  not  be  allow’d  to  slip  into  the 
heart  of  the  countery,  without  gaining  it  by  inches,  the 
Narrows  are  centrical  and  the  people  thereabout  dis- 
posed to  ])e  troublesome,  it  is  a most  desirable  situa- 
tion for  an  army,  as  ye  can  act  either  to  the  Eastward 
or  Westward,  together,  or  separate,  and  supplys  can 
come  from  all  quarters  either  by  land  or  water. 

My  acquaintance,  friends  to  the  cause,  have  frequently 
attack’d  me  with  respect  to  my  Inactivity  in  this  affair. 
I told  them  frequently  that  I had  offer’d  my  services 
to  you,  and  said  that  no  doubt  but  I shold  be  call’d 
upon  when  wanted,  this  a2)peased  them  for  some  time, 
but  at  our  last  County  meeting  at  Freehold,  they  threw 
out  several  Innuendos,  pui  porting  that  I never  had 
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offered  iny  services,  signafyiiig  that  it  appear’d  to  them 
Impossible  or  verry  strange,  that  an  experienced  Officers 
service  at  such  a juncture  could  be  refused  by  any 
Prince  or  Potentate.  I beg  therefore  that  you’d  offer 
my  services  to  y®  Ilonble  the  Congress  and  send  me 
something  to  shew  that  I have  done  so,  otherways  not- 
withstanding I belong  to  all  their  Committees  and 
Councils  (but  they  look  upon  that  as  trifling  in  a Milli- 
tary  man)  yet  I expect  to  be  looked  upon  as  a rank 
Tory  in  a short  time,  without  you  send  me  something 
to  shew  them;  they  have  attacked  Morris  violently,  they 
look  upon  all  who  is  or  have  been  connected  with  Gov- 
ernment with  an  eye  of  distrust,  especially  officers  that 
is  not  employed.  A Battery  placed  as  before  mentioned, 
has  great  power  and  comnP  of  shipping,  one  shot  fired 
in  this  angular  manner  from  an  eminence  will  do  more 
Execution  than  20  fired  Horizontally,  for  if  y®  shot 
strike  the  Vessel  on  one  side,  between  wind  and  water, 
they  will  come  out  on  the  other  side  some  feet  below 
water,  in  short  their  powder  room  and  all  is  in  danger, 
nor  will  the  men’s  lying  flat  upon  the  decks  screen 
them,  I have  had  experience  of  this  acting  as  a Marine 
Officer  on  board  men  of  war,  you  want  as  I have  said 
before  experienced  officers,  who  have  explored  the 
CoLintery,  rivers.  Lakes,  and  difficult  jDasses,  in  short 
that  know  every  inch  of  ground,  that  have  drub’d  and 
been  drub’d,  for  drubing  brings  men  to  reason  and 
reflexion,  and  will  oblige  them  to  think  those  that  know 
the  people  on  the  opposite  side,  when  and  who  to  attack, 
and  when  not,  that  know  when  they  have  gain’d  an 
advantage  and  how  to  keep  it  (Amhersts  advice  to  his 
officers  at  Table,  and  upon  all  occasions  \vas  never  to 
lose  an  inch  of  ground  gained,  and  used  to  say,  that  a 
thousand  gained,  nay  a million,  would  not  compensate 
for  one  foot  lost ; he  mov’d  so  slow  and  so  cautiously, 
that  he  never  lost  an  Inch,  or  met  with  a check  by 
which  he  acquir’d  the  name  of  snail  from  y®  volatile) 
that  know  all  their  manoeuvres  and  how  they  carry  on 
their  works  and  duty  both  by  day  and  by  night,  that 
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know  the  meaning  of  every  tap  of  their  drum,  such  as 
these  would  be  thought  Inestimable  in  any  service  that 
were  opposed  to  England,  you  may  remember  Sir  that 
Mr.  Swan  was  recommended  last  war  in  your  Kegiment 
for  an  Adjutant  because  he  fought  the  blacks  in 
Jamaica,  I can  without  exaggeration,  (and  I am  sure 
there  is  none  that  will  be  hardy  enough  to  deny  it)  say 
that  tliere  is  not  one  officer  this  day  in  America  that 
has  seen  more  service  than  I have,  both  abroad  and  at 
home,  during  ])oth  tlie  late  wars,  I have  served  both  in 
horse,  foot,  and  marines,  I have  acted  as  Engineer  at 
several  sieges,  and  in  several  other  Departments  not 
Regimental — It  cannot  be  that  they  have  seen  more, 
from  this  reason,  I know  them  all  and  the  service  they 
have  seen,  there  is  none  of  tliem  much  older,  if  any,  cfe 
I am  sure  I went  as  early  into  the  service  as  any  of  them, 
and  I am  j)Ositive  that  I met  with  as  much  aj^proba- 
tion  and  applause  from  my  superior  officers  as  any  man 
ever  did  upon  all  occasions,  and  yet  there  is  nothing 
could  prevail  with  me  to  engage  again,  but  the  present 
cause,  my  all  is  now  at  stake,  the  dye  is  thrown,  I must 
concpier  or  dye.  I have  the  honor  most  res23ectfully  to 
be.  Sir, 

Your  most  Hum'"^*'  and  most  obedt  servant 

Trevor  Newlaxd. 

Stafford,  5*^  Eebry,  1776. 

P.S. — I do  not  know  that  I have  the  honor  to  be  ac- 
(^uainted  with  many  of  the  Hoiffi®  the  Delegates  of  the 
Congress,  I think  that  you  and  Mr.  Clinton,  must  be 
y®  first  and  earliest  acquaintance  I have  in  that  respect- 
aV>le  body.  Tlie  matter  I have  here  j)roposed,  I would 
undertake  as  director,  or  Ingineer,  of  the  Works,  with  a 
reasonable  man  to  command  the  men.  I wish  Lord  Stir- 
ling would  acce2)t  it,  he  served  the  Campaign  of  ’56  with 
us  as  Secretary.  I hope  you’l  excuse  this  long  Ej^istle, 
and  Inq^ute  it  to  the  Inqmlse  I feel  for  the  Cause. 


Iloiffi""  DocE  Erankliu. 


THE  LEE  PAPERS. 


From  the  President  of  Congress. 

Pliiladelpliia,  February  12,  177G. 

Sir  : 

Your  letter  of  the  9^^  instant  I this  morning  received, 
and  laid  before  Congress,  who,  without  delay,  paying 
that  attention  to  it  which  the  intelligence  therein  con- 
tained required,  despatched  an  order  to  the  Convention 
of  New  Jersey,  and  made  application  to  the  Committee 
of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania,  requesting  them  to  send 
immediately  to  your  assistance  from  each  of  their 
respective  Colonies,  detachments  from  the  Minute-Men 
and  Associators  equal  to  a battalion,  from  each  Colony. 
The  battalion  from  New  Jersey  which  lies  contiguous 
will,  I hope,  be  with  you  in  two  or  three  days.  A ton 
of  powder  is  also  ordered  to  be  sent  forward  to  you, 
with  all  possible  expedition.  The  four  battalions  or- 
dered to  be  raised  in  Pennsylvania,  are,  I understand, 
in  great  forwardness.  The  Congress  have  given  orders 
to  have  a return  made  of  those  enlisted. 

That  God  may  restore  you  to  health,  and  crown 
your  endeavours  in  defence  of  liberty  with  success,  is 
the  sincere  and  ardent  prayer,  of.  Sir,  your  most  humble 
servant 

John  Hancock,  President. 

To  Major  General  Lee. 

P.  S.  The  Congress  will  determine  as  soon  as  possible 
respecting  an  Hospital,  and  you  shall  know  the  result. 


From  Jonathan  Trumbull. 

Lebanon,  Febry.  12th,  1776. 

S^- 

I this  day  Pec*^  your  favour  of  the  7^^  Inst,  wherein 
you  Inform  of  your  sending  back  Colo.  Ward’s  Pegi- 
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iiient,  the  reason  and  Inducements  thereto,  have  no 
doubt  considering  the  Discouragements  you  then  met 
with,  but  your  conduct  therein  was  Prudent  and  dis- 
ci’eet.  Colo.  AVard  on  Ids  return  only  dismiss’d  his  men 
’till  further  order,  informing  them  that  if  there  was 
no  call  for  their  further  service,  they  would  ipceive  pay 
only  ’till  their  return  to  their  respective  homes,  but  if 
soon  called  on  again  for  the  same  service,  their  Pay  no 
doubt  be  continued.  It  gives  me  much  pleasure  that 
Incidents  have  so  turned  up  as  to  convince  every  one 
of  the  prudence  of  the  measure  in  early  taking  posses- 
sion and  getting  a footing  in  N.  York,  and  that  you 
you  at  last  obtained  a ready  admittance  there  which  I 
hope  will  effectually  prevent  the  Enemy  from  establish- 
ing themselves  in  that  quarter.  Your  desire  that  Colo. 
AVard’s  Peg*  be  immediately  detached  for  New  A^ork, 
will  be  most  chearfully  complied  with,  and  orders  were 
immediately  dispatched  to  him  for  that  purpose,  and 
hope  he  will  meet  but  very  little  delay  as  Colo.  AYard 
was  so  prudent  as  not  to  give  them  an  absolute  dismis- 
sion. This  Colony  has  the  great  Cause  of  our  Country 
so  much  at  heart,  that  no  motives  are  wanting  to  induce 
us  to  grant  every  aid  and  supply  in  our  power  whenever 
the  common  cause  in  which  we  are  engaged  calls  for 
them.  I hope  the  officers  and  soldiers  are  so  well 
apprised  of  the  difficulties  attending  your  marching 
them  into  N.  A^ork,  and  which  obliged  you  to  order  and 
counter  order  and  then  order  again  as  no  objection  will 
remain  to  their  Immediately  joining  you  at  N.  York, 
and  dare  say  will  most  chearfully  put  themselves  soon 
under  your  command  there.  May  Heaven  grant  proe- 
j)erity  and  success  to  our  zealous  endeavours,  and  am 
with  respect  and  esteem, 

A"our  Humble  Serv* 

Trumbull. 

Alajor  General  Lee. 
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To  Kobert  Morris. 

New  York,  February  14  [1776.] 

Morris, 

Shall  I trouble  you  to  forward  the  enclosed — my 
illness  is  almost  past — we  only  wait  for  men  to  set  to 
work. 

Yours, 

C.  Lee. 


To  General  Wasiiinoton. 

New  York,  February  14.  1776. 

Dear  General  : 

I should  have  written  to  you  more  constantly,  but 
really  had  no  means  of  conveying  my  letter.  A M"" 
Buell annan  and  Tolby,  bound  for  Head  Quarters,  wdll 
deliver  you  this.  You  will  excuse  the  conciseness,  as 
my  time  is  short. 

The  Governour  and  Captain  of  wvar  had  threatened 
perdition  to  the  towm,  if  the  cannon  was  removed  from 
tlie  batteries  and  wharves ; but  I ever  considered  their 
threats  as  a hrutivm  fulmen^  and  even  persuaded  the 
town  to  be  of  the  same  way  of  thinking.  We  accord- 
ingly conveyed  them  to  a place  of  safety  in  the  middle 
of  the  day,  and  no  cannonade  ensued. 

Captain  Parker  publishes  a pleasant  reason  for  his 
passive  conduct.  He  says  that  it  was  manifestly  my 
intention,  and  that  of  the  New  England  men  under  my 
command,  to  bring  down  destruction  on  this  town,  so 
hated  for  their  loyal  principles ; but  that  he  was  de 
termined  not  to  indulge  us,  so  remained  quiet  out  of 
spite.  The  people  here  laugh  at  his  nonsense,  and  be- 
gin to  despise  the  menaces  which  formerly  used  to 
throw  them  into  convulsions.  To  do  them  justice  the 
whole  show  a wonderful  alacrity ; and,  in  removing 
the  cannon,  men,  and  boys,  of  all  ages,  \vorked  with 
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the  greatest  zeal  and  pleasure.  I really  believe  that 
the  generality  are  as  well  affected  as  any  on  the  Con- 
tinent. 

The  Provincial  Congress  have  ordered  in  1500  min- 
ute-men ; a number  equal  to  two  battalions  are  coming 
from  Pennsylvania  and  the  Jerseys.  Lord  Stirling’s 
regiment  is  already  here,  but  not  complete  : when  the 
major  part,  or  a sufficient  number  arrive,  we  shall  begin 
our  works.  My  intention  is,  to  pull  down  that  part  of 
the  fort  on  the  town  side,  to  prevent  its  being  converted 
into  a citadel  for  the  enemy,  and  to  erect  a battery  on 
a traverse  in  the  street,  to  prevent  their  making  a lodg- 
ment in  it.  A redoubt  and  battery  at  the  pass  of  Hell- 
gate  will  prevent  their  ships  and  tenders  passing  and 
repassing,  to  and  from  the  Sound.  AVe  have  fixed  on 
a spot  in  Long  Island  for  a retrenched  camp,  which 
I hope  will  render  it  impossible  for  them  to  get  footing 
on  that  important  island.  As  this  camp  can  always  be 
reinforced,  it  is  our  intention  to  make  it  so  capacious  as 
to  contain  four  thousand  men.  The  batteries  on  the 
j)ass  of  Hudson’s  Piver  will  be  secured  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible ; some  of  the  heavy  cannon  from  hence,  must  be 
sent  up  for  the  purpose.  It  is,  really,  a fine  train  we 
are  in  possession  of.  You  shall  have  a return  of  the 
guns,  as  well  as  stores,  by  the  post. 

Captain  Smyth  is  an  excellent,  intelligent,  active 
officer;  and  I take  the  liberty  of  recommending  him  to 
your  protection.  Captain  Badlam,  of  the  Artillery,  is 
likewise  a man  of  great  merit  in  his  way. 

You  must  pardon  me,  my  dear  General  for  a liberty 
I have  taken.  You  know  that  Sears  was  to  collect 
our  volunteers  in  Connecticut ; l)ut  he  thought  he 
could  not  succeed,  unless  he  had  some  nominal  office 
and  rank ; I accordingly,  most  impudently  by  the  vir- 
tue of  the  power  de])uted  by  you  to  me  (which  power 
you  never  deputed)  appointed  him  Adjutant  General 
with  rank  of  Lieut.  Colonel,  for  the  expedition.  It  can 
have  no  bad  consecpiences ; the  man  was  much  tickled, 
and  it  added  spurs  to  his  head.  He  is  a creature  of 
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niiicli  spirit  and  public  virtue,  and  ouglit  to  liave  Ins 
back  clapped. 

With  respect  to  the  Canada  expedition,  which  you 
indirectly  proi^ose  to  me,  I have  only  one  answer  to 
make  : Wherever  1 can  be  of  most  service,  there  I 
should  like  to  be.  I have  indeed,  just  at  this  moment 
one  objection,  which  is,  I am  not  without'  apprehen- 
sions that  facing  the  cold  may  throw  me  into  a relapse, 
so  as  not  only  to  render  me  unfit  for  service  there,  but 
every  where  else.  I am  indeed  much  better,  but  ex- 
tremely tender  ; I begin  to  walk  ; it  has  been  a damned 
attack,  a constant,  violent  fever  attending  it ; I never 
eat  nor  slept  for  eight  days  ; but  my  fever  is  passed, 
and  I begin  to  eat.  A week  I hope  will  set  me  up. 
Several  members  of  Congress  have  indicated  a desire  I 
should  go  to  Canada ; I have  explained  to  them  my 
apprehensions,  but  assured  them  most  honestly  of  my 
willingness  ; but,  in  fact,  unless  they  expedite  an  army, 
and  some  heavy  artillery,  it  will  be  in  vain  to  trouble 
their  heads  about  a General. 

Colonel  Kichmore,  [Ritzema]  who  lately  left  Mon- 
treal, tells  us,  that  what  few  troops  are  now  there,  will 
infallibly  return  home  early  in  April.  He  is  gone  to 
the  Congress,  and  I hope  will  give  them  (as  he  is  capa- 
ble) the  necessary  lights ; but,  whatever  steps  they 
take,  be  assured  dear  General,  that  I am  with  the 
greatest  readiness,  prepared  to  receive  and  execute 
yours  and  their  commands. 

Canada  is,  I confess,  if  I am  only  tolerably  accou- 
tred, a glorious  field,  which  must  flatter  the  ambition 
of  yours,  most  sincerely. 

Charles  Lee. 

To  General  Washington. 
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To  THE  President  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of 
New- York. 

New  York,  Feb.  14.  1776. 

Sir, 

Enclosed  I take  the  liberty  of  sending  the  case  of 
Jean  Baptiste  De  Gas,  a Canadian,  submitting  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Provincial  Congress  Avhether  it 
would  not  be  proper  to  furnish  him  with  a necessary 
sum  of  money  to  enable  him  to  proceed  to  M""  Han- 
cock, to  whom  he  has  been  recommended. 

Sir,  as  in  all  probability,  a consideralile  body  of 
troops  will  be  stationed  in  this  city  and  its  environs 
during  the  present  contest,  I would  take  the  liberty  to 
propose  to  the  Congress  the  establishment  of  a Corps 
of  Artificers.  Such  an  establishment  is  not  only  neces- 
sary for  the  different  military  works,  but  I appi*ehend 
it  will  answer  very  materially  in  point  of  economy. 

There  is  another  circumstance  I must  beg  leave  to 
mention : it  is.  Sir,  to  apjioint  some  person  as  Commis- 
sary to  receive,  take  care  of,  and  be  responsible  for  the 
various  sorts  of  military  stores  now  in  our  hands. 

I am  Sir,  your  most  obt.  Servant 

Charles  Lee. 

To  the  President  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  the 
Colony  of  New  York. 


The  Case  of  Jean  Baptiste  De  Gas,  the  French 
Interpreter. 

New  York,  April  [February]  13  1776. 
General  Wooster  emjdoyed  Jean  Baptiste  Dagas, 
the  fourth  day  of  January,  as  conductor  and  interpreter 
to  the  prisoners  who  were  sent  from  Montreal  to  Albany. 
General  AYooster  advanced  him  no  money,  but  he  re- 
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ceived  from  Lieut.  Cook,  at  Ticoiideroga,  twenty-two 
shillings,  New  York  currency;  that  this  is  the  only 
money  he.  lias  received  ; that  as  General  Montgomery 
had  promised  to  recommend  him  to  Congress  for  a com- 
mission in  a regiment  of  Canadians,  to  be  raised  for  the 
Continental  service;  and  as  General  Wooster  assured 
him  he  had  written  in  his  favour  to  M""  Hancock,  he 
thought  both  his  interest  and  his  duty  obliged  him  to 
proceed  to  Philadelphia,  in  order  to  make  application 
in  person  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  Congress  for  their 
favour  and  protection ; but  at  Poughkeepsie  he  fell 
sick,  where,  having  no  money,  he  was  obliged  to  sell 
part  of  his  clothes  to  pay  his  doctor  and  the  expenses 
of  his  living. 


To  THE  President  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of 

New  York. 

Feb.  14,  two  o clock,  p.m.  1776. 

Sir, 

I would  humbly  propose  to  the  Congress  not  to  lose 
a single  instant  in  despatching  a whale-boat  to  the  Hook, 
to  reconnoitre  the  fleet,  whether  they  are  friends  or 
enemies;  for  should  they  be  the  latter  and  intend  a 
visit  to  this  place,  we  should  make  an  awkward  figure 
unless  we  are  prepared  for  their  reception 

I am  Sir,  Your  most  obedient  Servt, 

Charles  Lee. 


Resolutions  of  Congress. 

In  Congress,  February  15^^  1776. 

Resolved, — That  a Committee  of  three,  two  of  whom 
to  be  Members  of  Congress,  be  appointed  to  proceed  to 
Canada,  there  to  pursue  such  Instructions  as  shall  be 
given  them  by  Congress. 
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The  Members  chosen  D""  Franklin,  S.  Chase  and 
M""  C.  Carroll  of  Carrolltown. 

Tliat  eight  tons  of  powder  be  immediately  sent  to 
Canada  for  the  use  of  the  forces  there. 

February  17,  1776. 

Kesolved,  That  Major  Genl.  Lee  be  directed  im- 
mediately to  repair  to  Canada,  and  take  upon  him  the 
command  of  the  Army  of  the  United  Colonies  in  that 
province. 

That  Major  General  Schuyler  be  directed  to  repair, 
as  soon  as  his  health  will  permit,  to  New  York  and  take 
the  command  of  the  Foi*ces  and  conduct  the  military 
operations  there;  and  that  the  President  inform  him  by 
express  of  this  arrangement  and  the  reasons  that  led 
to  it : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Convention  or  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  of  New  York  to  supply  General  Lee 
with  a quantity  of  suitable  Cannon  not  exceeding  twelve ; 
and  one  or  more  mortars,  if  to  be  had,  with  balls,  shells, 
and  other  necessaries  for  the  siege  or  assault  of  Quebec ; 
and  that  they  assist  him  in  forwarding  the  same  with 
all  possible  expedition : 

That  the  Pegiment  of  Canadians  the  raising  of  which 
is  mentioned  in  Brigadier  General  Arnold’s  letter  of 
the  12th  of  January  last  to  have  been  set  on  foot  by 
him,  receive  the  same  pay  and  be  subject  to  the  same 
regulations  as  the  other  forces  employed  in  Canada,  and 
be  accounted  part  of  the  number  designed  to  be  raised 
for  that  service : 

That  the  appointment  of  Capt.  Bansalear  to  be  de- 
puty muster-master  General  of  the  forces  in  Canada,  be 
coniirmed : 

That  the  appointment  of  John  Halsted  Esq.,  to  be 
Commissary  for  the  Army  before  Quebec,  be  confirmed : 

That  the  Officers  in  the  Continental  Armies  be  en- 
joined to  use  their  utmost  diligence  in  preventing  every 
kind  of  ])lunder ; and  that  all  who  shall  offend  herein  be 
punished  according  to  the  strictest  discipline  : 
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That  the  Kesolves  of  Congress  for  encouraging  sut- 
lers to  attend  the  Army  in  Canada,  be  published  with 
the  information  that  hosiery,  shoes,  coarse  linens,  soap, 
rum,  sugar  and  wdne  are  much  wanted  there : 

That  a few  artificers,  such  as  armourers,  smiths,  car- 
penters, harness-makers  and  wheel-wrights,  with  2:)roper 
persons  to  superintend  them,  be  forthwith  sent  to 
Canada. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

Cha.  Thomson, 

Secretary. 

By  Oi*der  of  the  Congress, 

John  Hancock, 

President. 

General  Lee. 


To  THE  President  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of 
New  York. 


New- York,  February  16*^^  1776. 


Sir  : 

I have  received  intelligence  that  M""  Tryon  has  been 
guilty  of  most  grossly  abusing  the  indulgence  shown  to 
him ; that  he  has  inveigled  some  of  the  Gunsmiths  on 
board  his  ship,  and  that  he  is  endeavouring  to  seduce  as 
many  as  he  can,  with  the  view,  undoubtedly,  of  dis- 
tressing us  in  the  article  of  arms.  I could  wish  (as  it 
has  been  thought  proper  to  furnish  this  gentleman  with 
provisions  and  other  necessaries  of  life)  that  he  should 
be  obliged  to  give  some  security  that  he  will  not  in- 
trigue, cabal,  or  machinate  mischief  of  any  kind  to  the 
Continent  or  Province.  This  business  of  the  Gunsmiths 
is  the  reason  that  I have  pro  tempore,  interdicted  all 
communication  with  the  Governour’s  ship  — a measure 
Avdiich  I hope  will  be  approved  by  the  Congress. 

I am  Sir,  Your  most  obedient  Servant 

Charles  Lee. 
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Peoceedings,  Etc. 

In  Provincial  Congress — New  York 

Fel/y  17''^  1776. 

M’’  Hobart  and  M''.  Beekman  reported  that  they  ac- 
cording to  order  had  waited  on  Major  Genl.  Lee  to 
know  the  source  of  his  Information  that  Governor 
Tryon  was  procuring  Gunsmiths  from  this  City  on 
Board  of  liis  Ship — That  General  Lee  having  given 
them  the  particulars  of  his  Information,  they  had  pur- 
sued tlie  Enquiry  to  every  person  of  whom  any  Infor- 
mation could  reasonably  be  exj^ected,  and  found  that  it 
arose  from  the  circumstance  of  two  jouiiieymen  Gun- 
smiths having  some  time  ago  left  the  City,  the  one  in 
the  last  packet  for  England,  and  the  other  now  said  to 
be  in  some  part  of  New  York. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

Joiix  McKesson, 

Secretary. 


To  THE  PeESIDEXT  OF  CoXGEESS. 


SiE : 


New  York,  February  17,  1776. 


I think  it  my  duty  to  inform  you,  that  the  Phoenix 
and  Governoui*  Tryon’s  ship  are  already  out  of  the  har- 
bour, and  that  the  Asia  is  under  sail.  They,  most 
pro])ably,  have  had  intelligence  of  the  danger  which 
threatens  their  comrade,  the  Mercury,  and  General 
Clinton,  from  your  heet,  and  are  sailed  with  an  inten- 
tion of  attacking  it.  As  it  may  be  thought  prudent  to 
apprize  your  lleet  of  the  circumstance,  I must  repeat, 
that  I thought  it  my  duty  to  send  an  express  on  the 
suljject.  The  Asia  ran  aground  opposite  the  Exchange ; 
as  the  tides  are  low,  we  were  in  hopes  she  would  not 
have  been  able  to  have  got  oft'  this  flood.  In  these  hopes 
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we  were  preparing  cartridges  for  some  pieces  of  cannon, 
(wliicli  is  not  liere  from  want  of  method,  a very  short 
operation)  and  flattered  ourselves  that  we  should  have 
been  able  to  have  destroyed  or  much  damaged  her,  but 
she  is  now,  unfortunately,  afloat. 

I am.  Sir,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant 

Charles  Lee. 

To  the  Honorable  John  Hancock, 

President  of  the  Continental  Congress. 


From  Pobert  Morris. 

PhiP  Febry.  I7th,  1776. 

Dear  Sir, 

I am  four  letters  in  your  debt,  dated  30*^  January, 
6th,  9th  and  14th  Instant,  and  if  you  have  not  been  able 
to  account  for  my  silence,  I am  now  able  to  write  that 
I have  been  half  or  two-thirds  blind  for  three  weeks 
past,  owing  to  a cold  and  inflammation  in  my  eyes, 
which  thank  God,  I have  now  nearly  got  the  better  of, 
by  aljstinence,  exercise,  a few  doses  of  salts  and  a good 
deal  of  jiatience,  probably  this  cure  would  have  been 
effected  much  sooner,  but  unluckily  I was  harassed  the 
wdiole  time  by  much  public  busyness,  of  which  I do 
assure  you,  more  than  one  mans  share  falls  to  my  lot. 

Nothing  more  need  be  said  about  your  Memorial. 
If  any  circumstance  turns  up  to  render  such  a measure 
eligible  we  will  take  care  of  you — and  in  some  future 
letter  I will  give  you  my  sentiments  about  independen- 
cy— Its  subject  I have  thought  on,  and  have  partly 
made  up  my  mind  respecting  it.  AVhen  I wrote  you 
respecting  Canada,  I considered  the  service  in  that  coun- 
try as  most  important  of  any  now  agitated.  Quebec  is 
])ossessed  by  our  Enemy’s,  consequently  the  navigation 
of  the  Piver  S*'  Lawrence,  will  be  theirs  unless  we  dis- 
|)ossess  them  in  time.  If  they  have  a free  passage  into 
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that  country,  they  will  no  doubt  pour  in  a sufficient 
force  to  compel  the  undetermined  Canadians  to  take  up 
arms  against  us ; the  Indians  must  join  them,  and  the 
combined  force  of  Brittain,  Canada  and  the  Savages  of 
that  country  will  be  brought  down  upon  the  Frontiei’s 
of  the  Northern  and  Middle  Colonies;  a force  in  my 
oj)inion  more  formidable  than  that  of  all  the  British 
Troops  they  can  import  into  America.  I have  long 
considered  the  possession  of  Canada  as  essential  to  the 
welfare  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  still  continue  to 
think  so  ; and  after  the  unfortunate  check  of  our  Troops 
at  Quebec  attended  with  so  capital  a loss  as  that  of 
Montgomer}^  (whose  name  is  recorded  in  the  annals  of 
Fame,  there  to  stand  in  conspicuous  characters  until 
time  shall  be  no  more)  I repeatedly  revolved  in  my 
mind  who  should  be  his  successor.  Your  Experience 
as  a Soldier,  to  say  nothing  of  your  Talents,  always 
pointed  you  out,  as  the  man.  Therefore  I put  the  ques- 
tion to  you,  expecting  other  Gent“  wou’d,  nay  must  look 
to  you  for  that  purpose  and  I wished  to  know  your 
mind,  this  day  my  opinion  was  verified,  it  was  moved 
in  Congress  that  you  shou’d  be  appointed  to  the  com- 
mand in  Canada,  I took  an  opportunity  to  declare  the 
terms  of  your  answer  to  one  on  that  subject,  that  you 
considered  it  your  indispensible  duty  to  go  wherever 
you  coil’d  be  most  usefull  & not  valueing  consequences 
to  yourself,  you  wou’d  acquiesce  in  the  desires  of  Con- 
gress, altho’  you  were  apprehensive  the  last  shock  your 
Constitution  received  by  a complicated  attack  of  Gout 
and  Bheumatism,  wou’d  render  you  unfit  to  encounter 
a Northern  Climate,  especially  as  you  attributed  your 
])resent  illness  to  the  having  been  too  much  exposed  to 
cold  already,  but  as  1 did  not  pronounce  you  absolutely 
averse  to  this  ajipointment,  and  all  agreed  your  abili- 
ties were  necessary  in  Canada,  where  the  worst  of  the 
winter  will  be  s])ent  before  you  can  get  on  the  spot, 
they  unanimously  voted  you  for  that  Service,  and  I hope 
it  will  not  be  long  before  we  are  happy  enough  to  hail 
you  the  Conqueror  of  Quebec.  You  will  soon  be  in- 
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formed  1)y  letter  from  the  Pj-esident  of  your  appoint- 
ment, and  the  force  you  will  have  under  your  command, 
whicli  I lioj^e  and  think  will  be  sufficient  for  the  })ur- 
pose.  AYliilst  I am  on  this  subject  let  me  recommend 
to  you  a young  Gentleman  now  in  Canada,  ]\P  John 
AVhite  Swift,  son  of  John  Smith  late  Collector  of  this 
Port ; he  left  Quebec  to  avoid  taking  up  arms  against 
us,  and  Carleton  has  instituted  a Suit  against  him  for 
attemjjting  to  send  us  powder  from  tlience — his  Effiects 
are  all  left  behind  in  that  City  and  I suppose  will  be 
seized — He  writes  me  to  procure  liim  some  Employ- 
ment, but  don’t  point  out  what.  I will  send  him  a few 
lines  to  deliver  to  you  in  Canada,  which  will  remind 
you  of  him ; and  if  anything  offers  in  which  you  can 
consistently,  I hope  you  will  readily,  serve  him.  Should 
any  thing  offer  for  him  that  depends  on  Congress  to 
appoint,  I will  do  the  needful  here,  and  will  also 
mention  him  to  Doctor  Franklin  and  Mr.  Chase  who 
are  a2)pointed  a Committee  of  Congress  to  go  into 
Canada. 

You  are  to  have  two  Battalions  from  Pennsylv^  I 
believe  they  will  prove  good  soldiers.  Col.  De  Haas, 
Lt.  Col.  Irwin,  Major  Morris,  and  Capt.  Lu  Mar  of  the 

Battalion  I believe  are  all  very  deserving  men,  and 
some  of  them  have  seen  service  before.  I know  but  few 
of  the  other  officers  of  that  Battalion.  Col.  S*"  Clair  of 
the  2ncl  Battalion  has  seen  much  service;  was  in  the 
King’s  army  a Lieutenant,  is  a sensil)le,  worthy  man, 

much  esteemed  in  Bedford  County,  where  he  is 

and  has  acquired  considerable  })roperty ; ‘he  is  also 
much  esteemed  and  respected  here.  Lieut.  Col. 
Allen  you  know  undoubtedly  he  is  young  and  inexpe- 
rienced, and  can  only  be  characterized  at  present  by  the 
rank  and  distinction  of  his  family,  the  goodness  of  his 
own  heart  and  temper.  I hope  ambition  will  ])ronipt 
him  to  acquire  and  perform  all  the  duty’s  of  his  station, 
and  to  gain  all  the  knowledge  a Soldier  ought  to  possess, 
so  far  as  the  General  can  consistently  shew  attention  to 
a young  Field  Officer,  so  far  I hope  he  will  exi^erience 
20 
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your  siiperintendency  and  profit  by  yonr  lessons  and 
example.  Major  Wood  lias  not  experience  as  a soldier, 
but  lie  lias  strong  natural  understanding,  great  spirit 
and  Bravery  or  I am  much  mistaken.  I have  a regard 
for  and  wish  to  serve  him,  and  make  no  doubt  he  will 
recommend  himself  to  you  by  his  activity  and  zeal  in 
the  service.  I have  given  you  this  account  of  these 
officers,  both  to  serve  them  and  you,  as  I judge  it 
essential  for  a General  to  know  as  much  as  possilile  of 
the  characters,  circumstances  and  merits  of  the  officers 
• under  his  command ; and  I believe  you  will  find  in 
these  two  Battalions,  the  Captains  and  subalterns  pretty 
generally  men  of  some  Education,  capable  of  becoming 
good  officers,  willing  to  do  their  duty  and  to  supjiort 
good  discipline  ; but  it  depends  much  on  their  Superiours 
what  discipline  is  to  be  established  amongst  these  troops, 
in  my  humble  opinion  the  stricter  the  better ; and  if 
the  Superiour  keep  the  Inferior  Officers  under  proper 
command,  they  from  example  will  keep  the  Privates  so. 
I hope  you  will  not  think  me  impertinent  for  intruding 
my  opinions  on  a subject  I am  so  little  acquainted  with, 
but  next  to  the  Honour  and  Interest  of  the  whole 
United  Colonies  I am  anxious  to  promote  the  honour 
cfe  credit  of  this  Province,  and  on  this  score  vou  will 
excuse  me. 

You  will  find  enclosed  a letter  from  M""  White,  and 
I shall  forward  those  you  sent  for  him  and  M’’  Nourse, 
by  a private  hand  going  tliere  in  a day  or  two.  I think 
you  may  totally  disregard  Mr.  Ilite  and  his  threats — 
He  certainly  is  a worthless  fellow,  or  he  has  great  in- 
justice done  to  him;  but  the  World  seldom  join  in 
crying  down  a mans  character  unless  he  gives  Cause  for 
it. 

You  will  doubtless  have  heard  the  various  reports 
of  Commissioners  coming  out  to  treat  with  us.  I Avish 
it  be  true,  provided  they  come  with  proper  Powers ; 
but  to  come  limited  to  terms  inconsistent  Avith  Freedom 
Avill  be  doing  nothing.  France  is  certainly  filling  her 
West  India  Islands  Avith  troops,  the  ostensible  reason 
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for  doing  so  is  that  upon  reconciliation  between  Great 
Britain  and  this  Country  the  Great  Force  introduced 
into  America  during  the  disputes,  may  be  employed  to 
seize  their  Islands  unless  well  prepared  for  defence; 
but  I fancy  their  real  design  is  to  be  able  to  take  ad- 
vantage whenever  the  event  of  this  war,  wherever 
op2)ortunity  otfers;  and  I don’t  conceive  this  a proper 
time  for  this  Country  to  make  Treaty’s  with  any 
Foreign  Power,  we  don’t  want  their  assistance  to  de- 
fend our  Country,  it  is  only  protection  to  our  Trade 
that  we  can  want  from  any  Country  in  Euro2:)e,  the 
l)enefit  of  that  trade  will  always  most  readil}^  be  ad- 
mitted as  a full  compensation  for  the  Protection  of  it 
hereafter,  altho’  the  Ministers  of  Great  Britain  were  not 
satisfied  with  it ; If  we  by  resistance  obtain  proper 
terms  reconciliation  and  connection  with  Great  Britain, 
we  want  no  other  j^rotection  tlian  hers.  If  by  our  own 
Force  of  Conduct,  we  establish  an  Independent  Empire, 
notwithstanding  the  utmost  exertions  of  Britain,  there 
is  not  a Nation  in  Euroj^e,  but  will  be  glad  to  treat  and 
trade  with  us  on  our  own  terms : therefore  I think  it 
best  to  persevere  in  our  own  measures,  and  dej^end  on 
our  strength,  which  I believe  is  cpiite  sufficient ; and  if 
so,  we  shall  ever  after  hold  res])ectable  consequence  in 
the  World.  But  notwithstanding^  these  Notions  I am 
of  opinion  with  you  that  we  sliou’d  know  the  sentiments 
and  dis2)ositions  of  Foreign  Nations,  of  and  towards  us; 
and  you  cannot  doubt  but  measures  have  been  taken  to 
obtain  such  knowledsce — a loord  to  the  loise. 

Genl.  Schuyler  is  to  take  your  Post  at  New  York. 
I think  it  a Command  also  of  great  importance,  and  its 
very  likely  the  utmost  exertions  may  be  called  for  there 
in  the  course  of  this  summer.  Our  associates  were 
called  upon  to  furnish  a Battalion  to  join  you — Col. 
Dickinson  & greater  numbei's  than  were  asked,  turned 
out  most  cheerfully,  but  on  M*"  Clinton’s  dej^arture  the 
Congress  stojDj^ed  the  march.  I don’t  know  how  I have 
found  time  to  scribble  so  much,  for  I am  so  much  em- 
ployed and  hurried  that  you  must  not  ex^^ect  such  long 
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letters  from  me  often,  and  I liave  no  time  to  copy  tliis. 
I will  do  something  for  young  Mr.  bourse,  and  am 
Dear  General, 

Your  Affectionate  Friend, 

Rob""  Morris. 


To  General  Washington. 

New  York,  February  19^^  1776. 

Dear  General : 

I am  extremely  happy  that  there  is  any  opening  for 
a more  comfortable  establishment  for  poor  Palfrey  than 
his  present.  Pie  is  a valualde  and  capable  man,  and 
the  pittance  of  a simple  Aid-de-Campship  is  wretched 
for  a man  who  has  a family  to  snp])ort.  On  this  prin- 
ciple and  in  ol)edience  to  your  commands,  I shall  send 
him  to  Head  Quarters  without  delay.  I must  at  the 
same  time  confess  that  the  loss  will  be  irreparable  to 
me,  2)articnlarly  if  I am  detached  to  Canada,  of  which 
there  is  the  greatest  prol)ability,  as  I have  received  let- 
ters from  divers  members  of  the  Congress,  expressing 
their  wishes  that  I should  l)e  employed  in  that  depart- 
ment. Mess''®  Griffin  and  Byrd  are  very  good  young 
men,  but  pretty  much  in  the  predicament  of  your  Bay- 
ler.  They  can  ride,  understand,  and  deliver  verbal 
orders ; but  you  might  as  well  set  them  to  the  task  of 
translating  an  Arabick  or  Irish  manuscript,  as  expect 
that  they  should,  in  half  a day,  copy  a sheet  of  orders. 
However,  I must  bustle  through  the  difficulties  and  not 
keep  Palfrey  out  of  the  channel  of  a better  provision. 
If  I go  to  Canada,  I suppose  I shall  be  allowed  Secre- 
taries, one  French  and  one  English.  I do  not  see  how 
it  is  possible  to  manage  matters  with  less.  Aproj)os : 
my  dear  Genh,  if  this  is  to  be  my  jirovince,  shall  you 
take  it  ill  if  I apply  for  one,  of  my  two  brigadiers, 
either  Greene  or  Sullivan  ? It  is  a pleasure  to  have 
some  officer  about  us  in  whom  we  can  place  confidence. 

The  shijis  of  war  which  were  here  have  been  frightened 
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away.  The  Asia  lies  between  Nutter’s  and  Bedloe’s 
Island;  the  Dutchess  of  Gordon,  with  his  excellency 
Governor  Tryon,  is  under  her  stern ; the  Phoenix  is 
stationed  a league  below  the  Narrows,  the  Mercury  and 
General  Clinton  must  inevitably  fall  into  tlie  hands  of 
our  fleet,  unless  they  are  fast  asleep.  We  have  taken 
strong  hold  of  Hell-Gate,  so  that  the  passage  bet^v^xt 
Long  Island  and  the  Continent  is  absolutely  blocked 
lip  to  the  enemy. 

I wait  for  some  more  force,  to  prepare  a post  or  re- 
trenched encampment  on  Long  Island,  opposite  to  the 
City,  for  three  thousand  men.  This  is,  I think  a capi- 
tal object ; for  should  the  enemy  take  possession  of  New 
York,  i\dien  Long  Island  is  in  our  hands,  they  will  And 
it  almost  impossible  to  subsist.  The  Jerseys  are  too 
well  manned,  and  Connecticut  we  know  will  not  furnish 
them  with  anythiug.  What  to  do  with  the  city,  I own, 
puzzles  me  ; it  is  so  encircled  with  deep  navigal)le  water, 
that  whoever  commands  the  sea  must  command  the 
town.  Tomorrow  I shall  begin  to  dismantle  that  ])art 
of  the  fort  next  the  town,  to  prevent  its  being  convert- 
ed into  a citadel.  I shall  barrier  the  principal  streets, 
and  at  least  if  I cannot  make  it  a continental  garrison, 
it  shall  be  a disputable  field  of  battle. 

Enclosed  I send  you  a return  of  the  good  and  indif- 
ferent pieces  of  cannon.  The  number  of  the  l)ad 
(those  I mean  totally  unfit  for  service)  are,  I believe, 
about  sixty.  As  no  commissary  of  stores  has  l)een  ap- 
pointed until  this  instant,  it  is  impossible  to  give  you  a 
return  of  the  other  stores  by  this  post,  but  you  shall 
have  it  by  the  next.  Lord  Stirling  is  a great  acquisition. 
He  is  a most  zealous,  active  and  accurate  officer. 

A captain  of  a ship  from  Cadiz,  who  is  a very  intel- 
ligent person,  tells  us  that  Lord  Howe  and  Ca2:)tain 
Barrington,  or  Admiral  Barrington  are  appointed  com- 
missioners to  propose  terms  to  the  Congress ; this  he 
had  from  the  Consul  Hardy. — What  damned  fools  the 
ministers  are  ! 

Ho^v  does  your  recruiting  go  on  for  the  standing 
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army  ? Be  so  good  as  to  tell  Gates,  to  wliom  I shall 
write  by  the  next  post,  that  Mr.  Noiirse  enclosed  no 
etters  for  liim. 

If  little  Eustace  is  not  provided  for  in  your  army, 
and  I shall  go  to  Canada,  1 think  he  had  better  be  sent 
to  me,  and  I will  consign  him  to  his  Uncle. 

I am  got  quit  of  my  gout  and  fever,  but  remain  ex- 
tremely weak  and  tender.  God  preserve  you,  my  dear 
General,  from  all  disorders,  at  least  until  we  have  tram- 
])led  Satan  under  our  feet. 

My  love  to  Mrs.  Washington  and  all  the  ladies. 

Adieu  ! Yours  most  faithfully 

Chakles  Lee. 


To  THE  Peesidext  of  the  Peovixcial  Coxgeess  of 

Yew  Yoek. 


Yew  York,  Feb.  19^^  1776. 

SlE — 

As  it  is  established  in  camp  to  allow  all  fatigue 
men  a gill  of  rum  each,  I take  the  liberty  to  recommend 
to  the  Congress,  to  make  the  same  allowance. 

I am.  Sir,  with  the  greatest  respect 

Your  mo.  obt.  servt. 

CiiAs.  Lee. 


Feom  the  Peesidext  of  Coxoeess. 

Philadelphia,  February  19,  1776. 

SiE : 

I have  the  honour  to  enclose  you  sundry  resolutions 
of  Congress,  ])y  which  you  will  perceive  it  is  the  desire 
of  Congress  that  you  should  repair  to  Canada  and  take 
u])on  you  the  command  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
Colonies  in  that  Province. 

I need  not  mention  the  im])ortance  of  the  trust  reposed 
in  you,  and  tlie  happy  effects  it  will  have  in  securing 


TUE  LEE  PAPERS. 


311 


tlie  liberty  of  America.  If  you  slioiild  be  so  fortunate 
as  to  drive  our  enemies — the  enemies  of  liberty  and  tlie 
rights  of  mankind — out  of  it,  I heartily  pray  that  the 
Disposer  of  events  may  grant  you  success  equal  to  your 
merits  and  zeal. 

As  you  will  want  battering  cannon,  which  are  not 
to  be  had  in  that  Province,  you  are  to  apply  to  the  Con- 
vention or  Committee  of  Safety  of  New  York,  to  whom, 
by  this  opportunity,  I send  the  recommendation  of  Con- 
gress to  supply  you  with  twelve,  such  as  you  shall  judge 
most  suitable  and  some  mortars  if  they  have  or  can 
procure  them,  with  balls,  shells  and  other  necessaries, 
and  also  to  assist  you  in  forwarding  them. 

Eight  tons  of  powder  are  now  on  the  way  to  Albany 
for  the  forces  in  Canada ; and  as  a very  considerable 
quantity  of  saltpetre  is  sent  to  the  mills  of  M"*-  Wisner 
and  M""-  Livingston,  should  there  be  occasion  for  more, 
you  will  be  supplied  from  thence. 

You  will  readily  perceive  the  necessity  of  conferring 
with  General  Schuyler,  and  with  him  consulting  on  the 
best  method  of  having  necessaries  conveyed  to  you 
across  the  Lakes.  1 he  Congress  have  a full  confidence 
that  you  will  cooperate  in  securing  the  possession  of  the 
Lakes  and  mutually  assisting  each  other,  as  occasion 
may  require,  and  as  far  as  in  your  power  give  mutual 
aid  in  siq^porting  the  cause  of  freedom  and  liberty. 

I expect  the  Deputies  will  in  a short  time  be  ready 
to  proceed  to  Canada. 

I am  with  every  sentiment  of  esteem.  Sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President 

To  the  Honourable  Major  General  Lee. 

P.  S.  Your  favor  respecting  the  departure  of  the 
ships  from  New  York,  and  your  conjectures  as  to  their 
designs,  is  just  come  to  hand,  and  shall  be  laid  before 
Congress. 
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From  Joiih  Adams. 

Pliiladelpliia,  Feb.  19,  1776. 

My  dear  Sir, 

Tlie  Congress  have  seen  sucli  a Necessity  of  an  able 
Coinniander  in  Canada,  as  to  destine  you  to  that  most 
arduous  service.  I tremble  for  your  health,  yet  I hope 
the  Campaign  will  i*ather  promote  it  than  otherwise. 

We  ^vant  you  at  N.  York — We  want  you  at  Cam- 
bridge— We  want  you  in  Virginia — But  Canada  seems 
of  more  Importance  than  any  of  those  places,  and  there- 
fore you  are  sent  there.  I wish  you  as  many  Laurells 
as  Wolf  and  Montgomery  reaped  there,  with  an  happier 
Fate.  Health  and  long  Life,  after  a glorious  return. 

But  I am  ashamed  to  go  on  in  sucli  a strain,  when 
writing  to  you  whose  Time  is  so  much  better  employed 
than  in  reading  it,  wlien  I took  up  my  pen  only  to  in- 
troduce to  your  acquaintance  a Countryman  of  yours, 
and  a Citizen  of  the  World,  to  whom  a certain  Hereti- 
cal Pampldet  called  Common  Sense,  is  imputed.  His 
name  is  Paine.  He  is  travelling  to  N.  York  for  his 
Curiosity,  and  Avdshes  to  see  a GenP  whose  character  he 
so  highly  respects. 

A luckier,  a liappier  Expedition  than  yours  to  N. 
York  never  v^as  projected.  Tlie  whole  whig  world  is 
Ijlessing  you  for  it,  and  none  of  them  more  than 

Your  Friend  & Servt 

John  Adams 

To  Major  General  Lee, 

New  York. 
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From  Ben^jamin  Franklin. 

PliilacF  Febry.  19,  1776. 

Dear  Sir, 

I rejoice  that  you  are  going  to  Canada.  I liope  the 
Gont  will  not  have  the  courage  to  follow  yon  into  that 
severe  Climate.  I believe  you  will  have  the  Number 
of  Men  you  wish  for : I am  told  there  will  be  2,000 
more : but  there  are  always  Deficiencies. 

The  Bearer,  Mr.  Paine,  has  requested  a Line  of  In- 
troduction to  you,  which  I give  the  more  willingly,  as 
I kno^v  his  sentiments  are  not  very  different  from  yours. 
He  is  the  reputed,  and  I think  the  real  Author  of  Com- 
mon Sense,  a Pamphlet  that  has  made  great  Impression 
here.  I do  not  enlarge,  both  because  he  waits,  and  be- 
cause I hope  for  the  pleasure  of  conferring  with  you 
face  to  face  in  Canada.  I will  only  add,  that  we  are 
assured  here  on  the  part  of  France,  that  the  Troops  sent 
to  the  W.  Indies,  have  no  inimical  views  to  us  or  our 
cause.  It  is  thought  they  intend  a war  without  a pre- 
vious Declaration.  God  pros]>er  all  your  undertakings, 
and  return  you  with  Health,  Honour  and  happiness. 

Yours  most  affectionately 

B.  Franklin. 

Martinico  and  Cape  Francois  by  the  last  Advices, 
are  now  fortifying  with  immense  Diligence  and  great 
Expense. 

To  The  Hon^^®  General  Lee 

at  New  York. 


Fro3I  Benjamin  Bush. 

My  Dear  General  : 

Fortune  seems  in  a good  humour  with  you.  It  is 
not  eno’  that  you  have  triumphed  over  external  and  in- 
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ternal  Enemies  at  New  York,  but  you  are  about  to  en- 
joy new  tiTumplis  in  another  part  of  the  Continent.  I 
tremble  only  at  the  price  of  Victory  on  the  Plains  of 
Abraham.  I presage  your  surviving  your  conquests 
from  one  part  of  your  charactei*,  and  that  is  you  have  a 
wonderful  talent  of  infusing  your  spirit  into  the  minds 
of  your  troops.  Should  your  ])lood  mingle  with  the 
blood  of  Wolfe,  Montcalm,  and  Montgomery,  posterity 
will  execrate  the  plains  of  Abraham  to  the  end  of 
time. 

Your  appointment  to  the  Canada  expedition  gave 
all  your  friends  here  great  ])leasure.  I think  it  is  more 
than  probable  the  principal  force  of  our  enemies  will 
be  sent  to  that  quarter.  Canada  is  dearer  to  the  King 
than  all  the  other  Colonies  put  together,  as  it  is  the 
only  part  of  the  British  Empire  in  which  arbitrary 
power  is  established  by  law.  Should  that  Province  be- 
come the  seat  of  the  War,  we  shall  have  no  reason  to 
complain  for  our  seacoasts  and  seaport  towns  are  in  a 
poor  situation  to  receive  our  enemies.  The  Gulf  and 
Biver  S^  Laurence  it  is  hoped  will  concur  with  the 
other  elements  in  eml)arrassing  them.  Mr.  Pitt  con- 
quered America  in  Germany.  Who  knows  but  Gen. 
Lee  may  conquer  Britain  in  Canada  ? 

I need  not  tell  you  how  much  pleasure  it  will  give 
me  to  receive  a few  lines  from  you  by  all  the  Expresses 
you  send  to  the  Congress.  I shall  write  to  you  most 
faithfully  by  the  return  of  each  of  them. 

Col.  Thompson  speaks  in  high  terms  of  you  in  all 
com])ai.iies. 

The  Bearer  of  this  letter  is  Mr.  Payne  the  celebra- 
ted Author  of  Common  Sense. 

Adieu,  Yours  A® 

B Kusii 

Philadelphia  February  19,  1776. 

Major  Genei*al  Lee,  at  New  York. 
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To  THE  President  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of 

New  York. 


Sir 


New  York,  20^^  Feb.  1776. 


I am  just  informed  tliat  tlie  Asia  and  Plioenix  Pave 
seized  several  provision  vessels  from  the  Jerseys.  I 
must  suimiit  it  to  tbe  Congress  wkether  tlie  compact  is 
not  to  be  considered  as  broke,  and  wlietlier  it  is  not  our 
duty  to  witliliold  all  further  supplies.  For  my  own 
part  the  measure  of  suffering  ourselves  to  lie  plundered 
and  at  the  same  time  feeding  our  plunderers,  appears  a 
degree  of  lowness  of  spirit  which  reflects  dishonour, 
and  must  encourage  the  enemy  to  take  still  greater 
liberties. 


I am.  Sir,  your  most  obt.  Servt. 

Charles  Lee. 


From  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New  York. 

In  Provincial  Congress, 

New  York,  Feb.  20^^  1776 

Sir — 

Your  favour  of  this  morning  has  been  considered  by 
Congress,  and  they  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  totally  im- 
possible to  prevent  the  Asia  and  Phoenix  from  supply- 
ing themselves  with  provisions.  They  have  received 
information  that  the  seizino:  of  the  vessels  from  the 
Jerseys  is  occasioned  by  the  supplies  from  the  agents 
in  town  being  stopped,  and  are  apprehensive,  if  it  be 
continued,  that  the  town  will  be  reduced  to  tlie  utmost 
distress.  While  the  navigation  of  the  Hudson’s  river  is 
obstructed  by  the  ice,  our  principal  de]3endence  for  corn, 
provisions,  fuel  and  hay,  is  from  Connecticut  and  the 
Jerseys ; an  embargo  prevents  the  supplies  from  the 
one,  and  if  we  provoke  the  Captains  of  the  ships  of 
war,  by  way  of  retaliation  to  prevent  them  from  the 
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other,  the  inhabitants  will  not  only  be  destitute,  but 
our  commissary  will  be  incapacitated  from  procuring 
the  necessary  supplies  for  the  army  now  in  town.  You 
will  jdease  to  consider  that  the  ships  of  war  have  it  in 
their  ])Ower  to  seize  all  the  provisions  that  they  may 
find  afloat,  by  which  means  they  will  have  an  op]:>ortu- 
nity  of  supplying  the  enemy  at  Boston. 

By  order 

Major-Genl.  Lee. 


To  Robert  Morris. 

Yew  York  Feby  20.  [1776] 

D®  Morris 

You  need  make  no  apologies  for  your  short  silence 
I know  the  immensity  of  your  busyness  both  of  pulilic 
and  private  nature  and  I think  myself  much  obliged  to 
you  for  stealing  so  much  time  to  let  me  hear  from  you 
as  frequently  as  you  do — I only  wish  for  the  sake  of 
the  pulilic  that  they  may  afford  me  sufficient  forces, 
for  a second  check  in  that  Country  might  be  attended 
with  fatal  consequences  indeed — as  to  what  concerns  my- 
self my  zeal  in  the  cause  of  American  Liberty  siq^er- 
cedes  all  ideas  of  private  concern.  I shall  obe}^  the 
Congress  therefore  most  cheerfully — it  is  unfortunate 
that  Ticonderoga  has  been  so  stripped  of  the  heavy  artill- 
ery for  Colonel  Rittmore  [Ritzema]  now  with  you  tells  me 
that  without  heavy  artillery  there  are  no  hoj)es  of  mak- 
ing an  impression  on  Quebec — I wish  the  Congress 
would  question  that  intelligent  Officer  very  minutely 
on  the  State  of  Canada — He  is  capable  of  giving  all  the 
necessary  lights.  I am  extremely  concerned  that  the 
Congress  have  countermanded  Dickenson  and  his  Bat- 
talion— it  was  not  Clinton  and  his  few  Rao^ofamuffins 
we  were  afraid  of.  AY e had  sufficient  force  to  deal  with 
him  but  as  there  is  the  greatest  reason  to  think  a great 
force  will  be  early  here  in  the  S])ring  it  was  necessary 
to  retrench  a Camp  in  Long  Island  capacious  enough 
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to  contain  at  least  three  Thousand  Men — it  was  necessary 
likewise  to  throw  up  many  works  in  the  city  and  its 
environs — the  Committee  from  the  Congress  who  were 
here  liad  agreed  on  the  necessity  of  this  measure — I am 
therefore  the  more  amazed  at  Colonel  Dickenson’s  being 
countermanded — it  defeats  all  our  schemes  and  unless 
you  send  us  him  or  some  other  with  an  equal  force 
without  delay,  this  important  door  must  be  left  open  for 
the  enemy  to  enter  when  they  please — We  have  here 
indeed  some  minute  men  but  they  are  monstrously  ex- 
pensive and  good  for  nothing — for  God’s  sake  then  send 
’em  immediately  or  you  will  i*epent  it — the  numbers  I 
have  are  so  far  from  being  capable  of  effecting  such 
considerable  works  that  they  are  scarcely  sufficient  to 
mark  out  the  Ground  there  is  a certain  Doctor  Famie 

O 

in  our  army,  a Frenchman,  a man  of  great  probity  and 
understanding.  He  is  settled  in  Connecticut.  We 
place  the  greatest  confidence  in  him  He  has  from  zeal 
acted  as  Surgeon  to  one  of  the  Connecticut  Regiments. 
He  speaks  English  as  well  as  French.  I could  wish  If 
I go  to  Canada  that  the  Congress  would  aj^point  him 
to  the  Hospital  in  that  Country  but  as  he  has  a very 
easy  fortune  he  must  be  aj)pointed  at  the  head  of  it. 
He  has  the  re]3utation  of  being  very  able  in  his  profes- 
sion. He  knows  Canada  very  well  and  may  be  of  in- 
finite use  in  many  respects.  I should  consider  this  as  a 
great  favour  if  the  Congress  would  indulge  me.  I am 
glad  you  have  got  over  the  disorder  of  your  eyes  but 
as  mine  begin  to  ake  I must  wish  you  good  ni 
Adieu 

My  Dr.  Friend.  God  bless  you 

Charles  Lee 


P.S. 

New  York  Febry  y®  21®^ 

D®  Morris 

This  is  a new  way  of  writing  Postscripts  but  my 
eyes  ak’d  so  furiously  last  night  and  the  paper  was  so 
execrable  that  it  was  impossible  to  add  another  syllable 
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— the  relation  betwixt  you  and  me  is  of  siicli  a nature, 
my  Obligations  to  you  are  so  great  that  a i*ecommenda- 
tion  in  the  common  form  of  any  friend  is  an  impro- 
priety you  should  just  give  his  name  and  describe  his 
talents  and  it  is  both  my  duty  and  inclination  to  place 
him  in  the  best  manner  I can — is  this  M*’  Swift  or  Swiss 
(for  you  have  scratched  his  name  most  horribly)  an 
able  -Penman  ? for  it  so  happens  that  I want  a Secre- 
tary as  General  Washington  has  taken  Palfrey  from 
me.  I understand  that  a Major  General  on  a separate 
command  has  an  handsome  allowance  for  an  secretary. 
I am  really  concerned  and  not  a little  surprised  that 
you  should  express  any  ])1  ensure  much  less  expect  any 
good  from  the  arrival  of  Commissioners  for  my  own 
part  I think  it  the  worst  news  I have  heard  for  a long 
time — from  such  a King  and  such  a ministry  what  can 
be  oifered  ? A bramble  will  be  held  out  which  the 
timid  will  please  to  call  an  Olive  branch  and  grasp  at 
eagerly  altho’  they  are  sure  to  tear  their  hands — Such 
is  the  villainy  of  the  Court  the  accursed  confirmed  ty- 
rannical disposition  of  the  King  but  what  is  worse  such 
is  the  abominable  corruption  and  pusilanimity  of  the 
Peo])le  that  I look  upon  a reconciliation  with  Great 
Britain  on  secure  and  absolute  terms  to  be  at  present  a 
chimei*a  as  a scheme  of  incorporation  with  the  Afgan 
Tartars  or  any  of  the  interior  nations  of  Asia.  I wish 
all  you  Gentlemen  who  have  been  out  of  the  way  of 
such  spectacles  at  Philadelphia  had  been  eye  witnesses 
only  for  one  day  of  the  wretchedness  and  sufferings  of 
the  poor  People  of  Marblehead  Cape  Ann  and  the  rest 
of  the  Coast,  the  scene  would  have  inflamed  your  blood 
to  a proper  degree  of  heat.  I cannot  help  differing 
with  you  likewise  on  the  subject  of  entering  into  a 
treaty  with  the  French,  now  if  ever,  I insist  upon  it, 
is  the  proper  time  for  such  a ste]),  now  when  the  af- 
fairs of  America  are  in  a most  prosperous  situation  it 
may  l )e  done  witli  a better  grace  and  more  security  than 
when  fortune  is  reversed — when  mere  obvious  necessity 
drives  us  to  it  the  terms  can  be  neither  so  honorable 
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nor  advantageous  in  fine  it  is  an  old  established  maxim 
in  politicks  to  form  treaties  in  the  hour  of  real  or  appa- 
rent prosperity — but  humanity  dictates  the  necessity 
of  not  delaying  a moment — it  would  prevent  the  effu- 
sion of  all  the  blood  which  must  otherwise  inevitably 
be  sj^ilt  in  the  ensuing  Campaign — the  report  of  such  a 
Treaty  would  oblige  the  ministry  to  sheath  the  Sword 
— but  you  will  say  the  treaty  would  divorce  us  forever 
from  the  Parent  Country — but  I consider  from  the  date 
of  the  King’s  speech  the  address  that  echo’s  it  back 
and  still  more  from  the  last  votes  of  Parliament  this 
divorce  has  taken  j^lace  to  all  intents  and  purposes  I 
formerly  was  shocked  with  the  idea  but  now  con- 
sider all  schemes  of  reconciliation  as  idle  and  most  dan- 
gerous dreams.  I am  morally  certain  that  before  three 
months  pass  over  your  heads,  you  will  curse  your  infatii- 
uation  in  not  having  [acted]  with  more  decision — should 
Canada  become  a ministerial  possession,  should  your 
Frontiers  be  laid  waste  with  fire  and  sword  and  the 
wretched  women  and  children  be  slaughtered,  can  you 
forgive  yourselves  when  you  reflect  that  these  horrors 
must  be  attributed  and  attributed  alone  to  a hankering 
not  after  a tender  Parent,  but  a Beldame  Step  Mother 
whose  every  Act  is  cruelty,  vengeance  and  insanity  ? 
forgive  My  D"’  friend  the  heat  Avith  which  I express 
myself  but  I think  it  would  be  distrust  to  conceal  from 
you  a single  sentiment  of  my  heart  It  is  necessary  to 
write  a letter  in  form  to  the  Congress  but  I wish  you 
Avould  petition  from  me  for  a Beg^  to  be  sent  to  this 
place  immediately  otherwise  the  ministerialists  or  rather 
Koyalists  must  take  possession  of  it.  I must  repeat 
that  Ave  have  not  men  enoAV  to  mark  out  the  ground 
much  less  to  accomplish  the  Avorks  Avhich  Avere  agreed 
upon  as  necessary  by  the  Committee  from  the  Conti- 
nental Congress.  FiA^e  thousand  Avas  the  number  fixed 
and  Ave  have  not  tAventy  five  hundred  minute  men  in- 
cluded. Inclosed  is  a proposition  for  raising  a Company 
of  Artificers — the  terms  are  so  reasonable  and  the  estab- 
lishment so  necessary  that  I must  intreat  you  Avill  lay  it 
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before  the  Congress — if  they  ap]^rove  it — I wish  they 
would  signify  their  pleasure  to  Stirling — this  post- 
script is  tolerably  long.  Adieu. 

Yours  most  affectionately 

C.  Lee. 


From  General  Washington. 

Cambridge  February  22,  1776. 

Dear  Sir, 

I fully  expected  by  the  two  last  posts  to  have  re- 
ceived your  favors,  with  an  account  of  the  measures 
you  have  been  and  are  pursuing,  for  the  defence  of 
New  York,  and  of  such  occurrences  as  you  might  have 
thought  worthy  of  notice  ; as  I did  not,  nor  got  several 
other  letters  which  I expected,  1 cannot  but  sujipose 
they  have  lieen  intercepted  at  some  of  the  offices,  or 
by  some  accident  prevented  coming  to  my  hands. 

I need  not  mention  my  impatience  to  hear  from  you, 
and  beg  that  you  will  write  hj  every  opportunity. 

I am,  dear  sir, 

Ac.  George  Washington. 

To  General  Lee. 


To  the  President  of  Congress. 


Sir  : 


New  York,  February  22,  1776. 


Last  night  I had  the  honor  of  receiving  yours,  with 
the  resolves  and  commands  of  the  Congress,  Avhich  I 
shall  obey  with  the  greatest  zeal  and  alacrity,  and  all 
possible  ex])edition.  The  confidence  rejiosed  in  me  is 
extremely  flattering,  and  I shall  la])or  to  deserve  their 
good  o2)inion. 

As  I am  yet  very  weak  and  tender,  after  my  illness, 
I shall  take  the  lilierty  to  remain  here  a few  days,  at 
least  till  I am  able  to  walk  and  ride  with  a tolerable 
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degree  of  ease,  wliicli,  at  present,  I am  incapable  of 
doing ; in  fact,  venturing  upon  a journey  in  the  state  I 
am  in  might  risk  a relapse,  ^vliich  might  totally  incapa- 
citate me  fj'om  being  of  any  service  in  that  part  of  the 
world  or  elsewhere. 

The  cannon  ordered  by  the  Congress  to  Canada 
sliall  1)6  fitted  out  and  despatched  without  loss  of  time  ; 
the  Provincial  Congress  are  now  preparing  the  means. 
Mortars  there  are  none,  ^vhich  is  very  unfortunate,  as  in 
the  attack  of  towns  they  are  absolutely  necessary. 

I was  much  disappointed.  Sir,  in  not  l)eing  joined  by 
a battalion  from  Philadelphia,  as  I was  taught  to  ex- 
pect. I did  not  apply  for  them  merely  with  a view  of 
opposing  M’'  Clinton  with  the  trooj^s  he  should  bring 
with  him.  I had  sufficient,  and  more  than  sufficient 
force  to  cope  Avith  him,  but  it  Avas  agreed,  in  the  con- 
ference held  Avith  the  three  gentlemen  Avho  Avere  here, 
as  a Committee  from  the  Congress,  that  it  Avonld  be 
necessary  to  retrench  a camp  in  Long  Island,  ca])acious 
enougli  to  contain  at  least  three  thousand  men ; and 
although  it  Avas  thought  impractical^le  to  fortify  the 
seaside  of  the  toAAUi  against-  shipping,  it  AAvas  alloAA^ed 
and  determined  to  be  exj)edient  to  throAV  u])  diA^ers 
\corks  in  the  city  and  its  eiiAdrons,  in  order  to  prevent 
the  enemy’s  getting  possession  of  it.  To  accomplish 
these  Acorks,  8ir,  not  a small  number  of  hands  are  re- 
quisite. Our  present  numbers  are  so  far  from  being 
adequate  to  the  business,  that  they  are  scarcely  suffi- 
cient to  mark  out  the  Avorks,  and,  at  the  same  time,  do 
the  necessary  garrison  duty.  As  to  the  Minute  Men, 
no  account  ought  to  be  made  of  them.  Had  I been  as 
much  acquainted  Avdth  them  Avffien  they  Avere  summoned 
as  I am  at  present,  I should  have  exerted  myself  to 
preA^ent  their  coming.  The  ex]Aense  of  these  gentry  is 
most  intolerable.  They  liave,  iqDon  an  aA^erage,  about 
tAvm  men  to  one  officer ; but  the  exjjense  of  tJieir  sub- 
sistence is  not  all ; the  loss  of  powder  to  the  puldick  is 
dreadful.  They  leave  their  homes  Avithout  a grain  ; 
they  ex])ect,  and  must  be  supplied  out  of  the  j)ublick 
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magazines  ; wlien  tliey  return  they  carry  it  with  them. 
Upon  tlie  whole,  Sir,  I cannot  hel]^  expressing  my 
wishes,  that  Congress  will  find  means  of  establish- 
ing one  great  Continental  regular  army,  adequate 
to  all  the  purposes  of  defence.  Every  considera- 
tion, that  of  economy  as  well  as  security,  dictates  the 
measure. 

At  present,  we  have  here  Lord  Stirling’s,  Waterbury’s 
and  Ward’s  Battalions.  Waterbury’s  and  Ward’s 
are  only  inlisted  to  the  12th  of  March.  In  eighteen 
days  therefore  the  whole  force  will  consist  of  Lord  Stir- 
ling’s Begiment,  not  quite  five  hundred  men  fit  for  duty. 
I own  1 tremble  for  this  important  place ; I cannot 
helj)  fearing  that  the  enemy  will  have  possession  of  it. 
I submit  it  to  the  wisdom  of  the  Congress  whether  a 
force  should  not  be  immediately  provided  to  prevent  so 
fatal  an  event.  If  they  depend  on  the  four  regiments 
ordered  to  be  raised  in  this  Province,  they  will,  I am 
afraid,  l)e  cruelly  disappointed : for,  from  all  those  I 
have  conversed  with  on  the  subject,  many  months  will 
be  required  for  their  completion,  if  they  are  ever  com- 
pleted. I hope  you  will  excuse  my  being  so  diffuse 
with  respect  to  New  York,  I thought  it  my  duty  to  be 
particular  on  so  important  a subject. 

I have  a favor  to  ask  of  the  Congress.  Doctor 
Fague,  who  is  settled  at  Fairfield,  in  Connecticut,  is  a 
French  gentleman  of  ability,  probity,  and  skill  in  his 
profession.  lie  knows  Canada  very  well ; is  known  & 
esteemed  there.  He  s])eaks  French  and  English  with 
great  ease  and  fluency.  He  is  extremely  desirous  of 
acconqianying  me.  If,  sir,  there  is  a possibility  of 
placing  him  in  the  Hospital,  but  in  a station  and  rank 
proportioned  to  his  pretensions,  I apprehend  he  might 
not  only  l)e  of  great  use  to  me,  but  to  the  publick.  If 
the  Hospital  is  already  dis]30sed  of,  I should  think  it 
worth  while  to  appoint  him  to  some  other  office. 

Before  I conclude.  Sir,  I ought  to  apprize  you  that 
a very  considerable  number  of  the  guns  we  took  from 
the  Battery  are  absolutely  unfit  for  service.  The  en- 
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closed  is  a return  of  those  that  are  good,  and  those  that 
may  be  used  on  occasion. 

I am,  Sir,  Avith  the  greatest  respect,  your  most  obe- 
dient servant, 

Charles  Lee. 

To  tlie  Honorable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 

President  of  the  Continental  Cono:ress. 


Gen.  Lee  to  the  President  of  the  Proahnctal 
Congress  of  New  York. 

New  York,  February  22,  1776. 

Sir, 

As  the  carpenters  must  be  constantly  employed  in 
various  Avorks  for  the  public  service,  I take  the  liberty 
to  desire  tlie  Congress  Avill  furnish,  or  order  to  be  fur- 
nished, about  three  thousand  feet  of  boards  to  construct 
a shed,  Avhich  may  enable  them  to  Avork  in  all  kinds  of 
AA^eather.  A considerable  quantity  of  oak  timber  is  like- 
Avise  requisite  for  platforms  and  other  Avorks — five  hun- 
dred loads  Avill  not  be  an  over  quantity.  The  regi- 
ments here  from  Connecticut  can  turn  out  many  carpen- 
ters, Avlio  consent  to  AA^ork  upon  much  more  reasonable 
terms  than  the  artificers  of  the  city.  It  Avould,  I ima- 
gine, be  Avorth  Avhile  to  proAude,  if  possible,  a sufficient 
number  of  tools.  When  tlie  present  Avork  is  done,  tliese 
tools  cannot  be  considered  as  an  idle  purchase;  they 
Avill  ahvays  l^e  useful. 

I am  Sir,  Your  most  obedient  Servant, 

Charles  Lee. 
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FpvOM  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New  York. 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New  York. 

February  24.  1776. 

Sir, 

We  are  informed  by  a letter  from  Colonel  Cnrteniiis, 
our  commissary,  that  M’'  Hughes  has  demanded  of  him 
(l)y  your  command,  as  he  says)  certain  Hospital  stores 
in  his  custody  by  our  order,  for  the  use  of  a General 
Hos])ital. 

We  beg  leave  to  inform  you.  Sir,  that  those  stores 
were  taken  into  the  care  and  direction  of  the  Congress 
of  this  colony  the  last  summer,  by  order  of  the  honor- 
able the  Continental  Congress.  Since  that  time  they 
have  l)een  under  continual  guard  by  our  directions,  and 
that  of  one  company  at  least  every  night,  and  the  keys 
thereof  in  the  custody  of  our  commissary. 

Necessity  obliged  us,  though  with  reluctance,  lately  to 
a})ply  some  part  of  those  stores  to  cover  straw  beds  for 
the  troojis.  With  pleasure  we  lately  ordered  out  a small 
paid  of  them  for  the  use  of  a few  indisposed  troops. 

Sliould  those  stores  be  applied  to  any  other  use  than 
tliat  to  which  they  have  been  devoted,  give  us  leave  to 
say,  that  it  is  scarcely  in  the  power  of  the  Continent  to 
sup])ly  an  Hospital. 

To  you.  Sir,  Ave  need  not  mention  the  consecpiences. 
Add  to  this.  Sir,  Ave  look  upon  ourselves  responsible  for 
them  to  the  Continental  Congress,  and  that  by  their  oaaui 
order  in  the  premises ; and  under  this  api)rehension  Ave 
have  hitherto  acted. 

We  are  respectfully.  Sir, 

Your  Amry  humble  Servants. 

By  01‘der 


To  Major  General  Lee. 
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To  Benjami^^  Bush. 

K York  Fel/^  25'"^  1776. 

My  D""  Eusir 

I congratulate  you  on  tlie  last  news  from  England — 
Your  Common  Sense  operated,  I make  no  donl)t  most 
j^owerfnlly  on  tke  minds  of  tlie  People — ]:)ut  it’s  effects 
are  trifling  comparatively  with  tlie  outrageous  folly  in- 
sanity and  villainy  of  the  King  and  Ministry — their  last 
acts  have  given  the  coup  de  grace  to  de|)en deuce — tlie 
man  that  now  talks  of  reconciliation  and  reunion  ought 
to  be  pelted  at  ^\dth  stones  by  the  children  when  he  walks 
the  streets  as  a common  Town  Fool — I think  upon  the 
principle  not  only  of  policy  but  humanity  some  treaty 
shou’d  be  immediately  enter’d  into  with  France — it 
would  be  politick,  because  a nation  or  community  can 
never  form  alliances  with  another  Power  ^vith  so  much 
grace  honour  and  security  as  when  its  affairs  are  in  a 
prosperous  condition  but  shou’d  we  ^cait  a reverse  of 
Fortune,  the  proposal  of  an  alliance  would  have  the  air 
of  solicitation  for  pi’otection — it  wou’d  be  humane  be- 
cause the  very  report  of  such  an  alliance  wou’d  prob- 
ably prevent  the  effusion  of  blood  which  must  other- 
wise be  shed  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  campaign — 
there  are  several  other  Considerations  which  dictate  the 
necessity  of  the  measure — it  is  true,  we  do  not  want  men, 
but  the  dearth  of  Arms,  blankets  and  other  necessaries 
will  throw  us  into  inconceivable  distress  and  unless  some 
formal  treaties  are  entered  into  with  those  who  can  sup- 
ply us  this  distress  will  encrease  ev’ery  day — your  Mr. 
Payne  din’d  with  me  yesterday,  I am  much  ol)lig’d  to 
you  for  the  introduction — ^Ile  has  genius  in  his  eyes — 
his  conversation  has  much  life — I hope  he  will  continue 
cramming  down  the  throats  of  squeamish  mortals  his 
wholesome  truths — Our  friend  Dickinson  by  his  letters 
seems  to  be  handsomely  electrifi’d— how  the  devil  con’d 
the  Congress  think  of  employing  Doctor  Smith  as  a 
Panegyrist  on  Montgomery  and  his  brother  Martyrs — 
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if  tlie  Ancient  custom  of  funeral  games  subsisted,  as  We 
read  in  Homer  and  Virgil,  I sliou’d  as  soon  have 
thought  of  appointing  old  Mr.  Allen  to  have  been  one 
of  the  Champions  in  the  foot  race  about  the  Hero’s 
tomb — such  a task  required  not  only  the  sensibility,  sen- 
timent and  eloquence  of  a Rousseau  but  the  voice  action 
and  utterance  of  Hu  Ches — Doctor  Smith  may  have 
learning  and  ingenuity  for  aught  I know ; hnt  I do  not 
take  him  to  be  overflowing  with  sentiment- — voice  and 
utterance  He  certainly  has  none — but  something  too 
much  of  this.  We  are  endeavouring  here — not  to  for- 
tify the  Town  against  Shi])s,  (for  that  is  impossible) 
but  by  divei's  little  works  to  prepare  it  as  a disputable 
field  of  Battle,  shou’d  the  Enemy  chiise  to  attempt  pos- 
sessing themselves  of  the  city — I have  thrown  down  the 
interior  part  of  the  Fort  to  prevent  its  being  converted 
into  a Citadel  by  Mr.  Try  on  who  is  waiting  foi*  the  ar- 
rival of  an  Army  I su])pose  the  Commissioners  are  to 
come  at  the  same  time  I hope  the  Congress  will  order 
’em  to  be  sent  to  jail — I am  in  hopes  to  be  well  enough 
to  set  out  on  Wednesday — We  are  busy  at  present  in 
fitting  out  some  heavy  cannon  without  which  we  cannot 
flatter  ourselves  with  the  reduction  of  Quebec — God 
grant  the  weather  may  allow  us  to  transport  ’em  thither 
— You  shall  hear  from  me  by  every  opportunity — on 
your  paid  he  constant  and  long  in  your  letters  altho’ 
you  cannot  expect  volumes  from  me — 

I am,  D’'  Rush,  yours  most  sincerely — 

Charles  Lee. 


From  General  Washington. 

Cambridge,  February  26,  1776. 

General  Lee : 

I received  your  esteemed  favor  of  the  instant, 
which  gave  me  gi*eat  pleasure,  being  impatient  to  hear 
from  you. , I rejoice  to  find  that  you  are  getting  lietter, 
and  could  not  avoid  laughing  at  Captain  Parker’s  rea- 
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sons  for  not  putting  liis  repeated  threats  into  execu- 
tion. 

I take  notice  of  your  intended  dispositions  for  de- 
fence, wliicli  I request  you  will  lose  no  time  in  putting 
into  execution,  as,  from  many  corroborating  accounts  I 
have  received,  the  enemy  seem  to  prepare  for  their  de- 
parture from  Boston ; they  have  removed  the  two 
mortars  from  Bunker’s  Hill,  and  carried  them  with  a 
great  part  of  their  heavy  brass  cannon  on  board  their 
ships ; they  have  taken  all  the  topsail  vessels  in  the 
harbour  into  service ; they  are  ready  watered  and  their 
sails  bent.  All  this  show  may  be  but  a feint,  but  if 
real,  and  they  should  come  your  way,  I wish  you  may 
be  pi'epared  to  receive  them.  If  I find  that  they  are  in 
earnest  and  do  go  oif,  I will  immediately  send  you  a 
reinforcement  from  this  camp,  and,  if  necessary,  march 
the  main  body  to  your  assistance,  as  circumstances  may 
require.  I shall  keep  a good  watch  on  their  motions, 
and  give  you  the  speediest  information  possible. 

Lechmere’s  Point  is  now  very  strong,  and  I am  now 
sending  some  heavy  cannon  thither;  the  platform  for  a 
mortar  is  preparing  to  be  placed  in  the  works  there ; 
another  at  Lamb’s  Dam,  and  we  are  making  the  necessary 
disposition  to  possess  ourselves  of  Dorchester  Hill 
which  must  bring  them  out  if  anything  will.  If  they 
do  not  interrupt  us  in  that  work,  I shall  be  confirmed 
in  my  opinion  that  they  mean  to  leave  the  town.  A 
little  time  must  now  determine  whether  they  are  re- 
solved to  maintain  their  present  ground,  or  look  out  for 
another  post.  I will  now  return  to  your  letter. 

The  accounts  you  give  of  our  New  York  brethren 
are  very  satisfactory.  I should  be  glad  to  know  how 
many  men  you  are  likely  to  have,  that  you  can  depend 
upon  remaining  with  you.  I very  much  fear  that  the 
sailing  of  Clinton  will  keep  back  those  you  expected 
from  Pennsylvania.  Let  me  hear  from  you  upon  this 
and  everything  else  that  concerns  you  as  soon  and  as 
often  as  you  possibly  can.  I shall  pay  due  attention  to 
your  recommendations  of  Captain  Smyth  and  Captain 
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Badlam.  With  respect  to  the  Canada  expedition,  I l)eg 
leave  to  assure  you  that  it  was  not  my  intention  to  pro- 
])ose  your  going  there.  I only  meant  'svhat  I thought 
would  haj)pen,  that  the  Congress  would  make  you  that 
pi'oposal.  I am  now  of  opinion  that  you  will  have  work 
enough  upon  youi*  hands  where  you  are,  and  I make  no 
douht  l)ut  yom*  presence  will  be  as  necessary  there  as  it 
Avould  be  in  Canada.  I am  glad  that  Colonel  Ritzema 
is  gone  to  Congress,  and  I hope  they  will  expedite  an 
Army  thither,  not  only  to  preserve  what  we  have  al- 
ready got,  ljut  also  to  ])ossess  ourselves  of  Que1)eck  be- 
fore it  can  be  reinforced  from  Europe,  or  elsewhere ; it 
is  an  object  of  such  vast  imj^oidance  that  it  will  be 
madness  not  to  strain  every  sinew  for  effecting  that 
purpose. — I am  in  some  ])ain  for  our  little  f eet,  as  I am 
infcrmed  that  the  x\sia  and  Phoenix  are  sailed  in  quest 
of  them.  You  doubtless  had  good  reasons  for  the  ap- 
pointment you  mention  to  have  made  ; as  it  is  tempor- 
ary, it  can  have  no  bad  effect. 

I am,  with  great  regard,  A"" 

George  Wasiiixgtox 

To  General  Lee. 


From  Gexeral  Gates. 

Head  Feb"^  1776. 

Dear  General, 

Last  night  I had  the  pleasure  to  receive  yours  of 
the  I am  rejoic’d  you  have  weathered  this  Fit  of 
the  Gout.  I do’nt  think  you  will  have  another  this  win- 
ter, if  you  was  carefull  in  letting  that  jmss  off,  it  may  be 
of  inucli  service  to  your  constitution,  when  I mention’d 
Canada,  I did  not  mean  you  should  winter  there;  if 
you  can  secure  the  entrance  into  it,  by  getting  Quebeck, 
and  possessing  it  this  Summer,  you  may  leave  the  care 
of  that  Province  to  your  Brigadiers  for  the  winter  to 
come.  The  Genei'al  Avas  jdeased  you  wrote  to  him,  as 
he  began  to  think  } on  tardy.  He  Avrites  to  you  by 
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this  Express.  I like  your  intention  of  making  the  Fort 
an  open  Hedonist.  I think  some  heavy  Gnus  upon  the 
South  and  West  Sides,  with  good  sod  merlons,  will  make 
the  Men  of  War  keep  aloof,  it  is  a pretty  high  situation, 
and  l)attering  it  at  a distance  over  the  lower  Batteries 
would  but  have  little  effect.  We  have  lately  had 
occasions  to  supppose  M""  Ho^ve  had  thoughts  of  leaving 
Boston.  The  General  will  tell  you  his  reasons  for 
thinkin<x  that  was  intended.  Clinton  I am  satisfied 
went  to  see  how  affairs  were  circumstanced  at  N.  York 
to  consult  with  Tryon,  and  to  prejiare  the  way  for 
Howe’s  reception,  unless  the  enemy  repossess  Canada, 
they  cannot  reinstate  the  King’s  affairs  on  this  Conti- 
nent ; there  is  no  way  to  recover  Canada,  Imt  by  the 
Fivers  of  Laurence  and  Hudson.  The  Laurence 
is  not  practicable  until  late  in  May.  Therefore  the  first 
attemj^t  would  most  assuredly  be  made  at  N.  York,  for 
these  reasons  I think  yonr  Hands  should  be  strength- 
en’d as  much,  & as  expeditiously  as  possible.  I am 
afraid  you  are  deficient  in  Gun  Carriages,  employ  all 
the  Hands  you  can  procui*e  to  make  them.  I am  glad 
you  express  yourself  so  well  pleased  with  the  Capt®  Smith 
Badlam,  the  former  has  good  talents,  and  will  I hope 
prove  as  faithful  as  he  is  callable,  ’ere  long  it  will  be 
known  if  I am  right  in  my  conjecture  that  the  great 
body  of  the  enemy  mean  to  endeavour  to  take  iiost  at  or 
near  Xew-York.  Should  that  happen  to  l)e  attempted 
be  assured  we  shall  march  with  the  utmost  expedition 
to  support  you.  I expect  soon  to  see  Palfrey  in  conse- 
quence of  ^vhat  I wrote  him  when  I hope  to  hear  you 
are  in  perfect  health.  Little  Eustace  is  well,  but  noth- 
ing is  done  for  him  yet.  You  know  the  more  than 
Scotch  partiality  of  these  folks.  I have  had  much  to 
do  to  support  the  lad  you  put  into  Col.  Whitcomb’s 
Fegiment,  they  have  no  complaint  in  nature  against 
him,  V)ut  that  he  is  too  good  an  officer.  What  in  the 
name  of  reason  can  Hite  have  trumpt  up,  to  commence 
a suit  in  Chancery  upon  ? M""^  Gates  and  I have  puzzled 
our  brains  to  find  it  out.  The  enclosed  I desire  you  will 
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order  to  be  immediately  delivered  to  tlie  Postmaster. 

Gates  joins  me  in  every  good  w^ish  for  your  Health 
and  Success. 

I am  ever  affectionately 

Yours  Horatio  Gates. 


To  THE  Presided  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of 

New  York. 


Sir — 


New  York,  Febry.  27^^  1776. 


As  we  have  here  no  Continental  paymaster,  I am 
under  the  necessity  of  addressing  myself  to  the  Provin- 
cial Congress,  to  assist  me  in  this  article.  I have  a 
considerable  party  to  be  subsisted,  and  are  now  to  be 
furnished  with  necessaries.  Two  thousand  dollars  are 
at  least  requisite.  You  will  much  oblige  me  thej*efore, 
Sir,  in  endeavoring  to  procure  this  sum.  If  you  can 
make  it  2500,  it  would  be  more  convenient  to 
Sir,  Your  most  obedt. 

Charles  Lee. 


To  Colo.  Woodhull. 


To  THE  President  of  Congress. 

New  York,  February  27.  1776. 

Sir  ; 

Since  I did  myself  the  honor  of  writing  to  you  last, 
Messi-s.  Price,  Walker,  and  Bonfield,  are  arrived  from 
Canada,  a circumstance  which  I consider  as  very  for- 
tunate, as  they  are  able  to  give  the  best  intelligence, 
and  communicate  the  necessary  lights  on  the  measures 
to  be  adopted  with  respect  to  that  country.  In  conse- 
quence of  their  representations,  and  as  the  season  of  the 
year,  and  precariousness  of  the  weather,  Avill  admit  of 
no  delay,  I shall,  without  waiting  for  orders  from  the 
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Congress,  take  the  liberty  to  contract  immediately  for 
four  thousand  barrels  of  pork,  and  a considerable 
quantity  of  rum.  I have  likewise  written  to  General 
Wooster,  ordering  him  to  purchase  and  grind  into  flour, 
twenty  thousand  busliels  of  wheat.  I have,  also,  en- 
gaged a company  of  carpenters,  on  terms,  as  it  appears 
to  me,  very  reasonable.  The  captain  is  to  have  one 
dollar  per  diem,  the  men  half  a dollar;  but  they  are 
not  only  to  furnish  their  own  tools,  but  each  man  is  to 
provide  himself  with  a gun  and  bayonet,  and  act  occa- 
sionally as  soldiers.  Lord  Stirling  has,  at  my  request, 
written  to  engage  another  company,  on  the  same  terms, 
and  to  consist  of  the  same  number  of  men,  which  is 
twenty  flve.  As  these  terms  are  so  moderate,  and  the 
time  so  pressing,  I hope  that  the  Congress  will  approve 
of  the  step.  These  are  times  when  it  is  impossible, 
without  great  danger  to  the  pulflick  cause,  to  wait  for 
formal  instructions ; but  as  I shall  never  take  this 
liberty,  unless  urged  by  necessity,  and  a view  to  the 
publick  service,  I flatter  myself  I shall  never  incur  the 
censure  of  the  Congress. 

There  is,  certainly,  nothing  more  important,  in  the 
j^resent  circumstances  of  Ameiica,  than  giving  a proper 
encouragement  to  the  military  spirit,  inciting  a military 
ardour,  and  recompensing  those  who  have  acquitted 
^ themselves  with  zeal  and  valour.  On  this  principle.  Sir, 
I take  the  liberty  of  recommending  to  the  favour  of  the 
Congress  Major  Ogden,  who  was  a volunteer  with 
Colonel  Arnold  in  his  hazardous  expedition,  who  was 
with  him,  and  received  a wound  in  the  attack.  This 
gentleman,  by  his  absence  (though  he  was  absent  in  the 
service  of  his  country,)  has  been  thrown  out  of  the  way 
of  promotion  in  his  own  Province;  bat  as  there  are 
several  vacant  Lieutenant  Colonelcies  and  Majorities  in 
the  New  York  battalions,  I beg  leave  to  recommend 
him  for  one  of  them.  I have  no  particular  connection 
or  intimacy  with  the  gentleman,  but,  merely  from  a 
motive  of  justice,  and  a conviction  that  it  will  be  proper 
to  reward  men  of  his  stamp,  I venture  on  the  recom- 
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mendation.  By  some  uiifortmiate  accident,  or  mistake, 
a considera])le  list  of  meritorious  officers,  wlio  have 
served  tlie  camjmign  in  Canada,  are  struck  out  of  em- 
ployment. It  must  be  submitted  to  the  justice  and 
wisdom  of  the  Cono^ress,  whether  it  will  not  be  rio^ht  to 
i*eniedy  a grievance  l^efore  it  is  too  late,  which,  neg- 
lected, may  be  attended  with  very  bad  consecpiences. 

I am.  Sir,  witli  the  greatest  respect,  your  most 
obedient,  humljle  Servant, 

Charles  Lee. 

To  the  Honorable  John  Hancock,  Escp 

Pi*esident  of  the  Continental  Conorress. 

O 

P.  S. — I find  myself  consideral)ly  l)etter  since  my 
last,  and  hope  to  be  able  to  set  out  in  two  or  three 
days,  though  I must  confess  I leave  this  place  in  its 
present  state  with  no  small  anxiety  of  mind.  As  there 
ai‘e  no  measures  taken  for  its  security,  I tremble  lest 
the  enemy  should  take  possession  of  it. 

You  have  not  favored  me  with  an  answer  on  the 
subject  of  Doctor  Fague.  The  gentlemen  arrived  from 
Canada  are  of  opinion  that  he  might  be  of  great  service 
there.  I should  think  that  if  some  Jesuit,  oi*  religieuse 
of  any  other  order,  (but  he  must  be  a man  of  liberal 
sentiments,  enlarged  mind,  and  a manifested  friend  to 
civil  lil)erty,)  could  be  found  out,  and  sent  to  Canada, 
he  Avould  be  worth  battalions  to  us.  This  thought 
struck  me  sometime  ago,  and  I am  pleased  to  find,  from 
the  conversation  of  M''  Price  and  his  fellow  travellers 
that  the  thought  was  very  far  from  a wild  one. 
Cari'oll  has  a relative,  wlio  exactly  answers  the  descrip- 
tion. 
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From  the  President  of  Congress. 

Pliiladelpliia,  February  28,  1776. 

Sir  : 

Your  letter  of  the  22nd  instant  has  been  duly  re- 
ceived, and  referred  to  a Committee  of  Congress,  who 
have  not  yet  reported  thereuiion. 

As  soon  as  the  Congress  have  come  to  a determina- 
tion, I shall  do  myself  the  pleasure  to  communicate  the 
same  to  you.  In  the  meanwhile  I am  directed  to  de- 
sire you  not  to  set  out  for  Canada,  until  you  receive 
further  orders  from  Congress.  ' 

I have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir,  your  obedient,  humble 
Servant 

John  Hancock,  President. 


To  Major  General  Lee 


-To  Joseph  Peed. 


N.  York,  Feb’ry  ye  28th,  1776 

My  Dr.  Eeed, — 

You  have  given  me  licence  to  be  as  silent  as  I 
please,  but  it  is  a license  I shall  not  avail  myself  of,  for 
whenever  I can  steal  a moment.  You  may  depend  upon 
hearing  from  me — Indeed  there  is  a probability  that  my 
busyness  will  be  so  incessant  and  complicated  that  I 
shall  not  be  able  to  converse  with  you  as  often  as  I 
coil’d  wish,  but  I shall  nevertheless  confide  that  you 
^vill  continue  in  your  charitable  design  of  writing  every 
opportunity — nothing  can,  be  assured,  give  me  greater 
pleasure — Let  your  letters  be  folios. 

What  do  the  Congress  intend  to  do  with  Y.  York 
when  I leave  it.  The  Uvo  Connecticut  regiments,  which 
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constitute  our  principal  force,  are  only  engaged  ’till  tlie 
twelfth  of  March.  The  Men  of  AVar  will  then  return 
to  their  old  station  at  the  wharfs — The  Provincial  Con- 
gress and  the  inhal)itants  will  ]*evert  to  their  former 
principles  and  timidity,  and  the  first  Troops  who  arrive 
from  England  will  take  cpiiet  possession  of  the  Place. 
I treml^le  for  the  event,  as  I see  no  steps  taken  to  pre- 
vent it — The  Tories  on  Long  Island  are  set  at  liberty, 
on  giving  bonds  for  their  good  behaviour,  which  bonds 
wdll  undoul)tedly  be  prodigiously  obligatory,  when  a 
few^  Peginients  and  Ships  of  War  appear  to  assist  and 
encourage  ’em  to  act  up  to  the  loyal  principles  they 
have  professed.  This  measure  must  and  ought  to  be 
considered  an  act  of  absolute  idiotism,  as  reconciliation 
and  reunion  wdth  Great  Britain  is  now  as  much  a 
chimaera  as  incorporation  with  the  People  of  Til)et. 
AVhy  are  not  the  ports  at  once  declared  free  and  open 
to  all  nations  ? A¥e  should  then  l)e  regularly  supplied 
with  all  the  necessaries  of  AVar.  AA^ithout  this  regular 
supply,  I do  not  see  how  we  can  carry  on  the  War. 
The  want  of  arms,  clothing,  tents,  (fee.,  will  throw  us 
into  inconceival)le  distress.  This  instant  a treaty  of 
alliance  ought  to  l)e  entered  into  with  France.  We  can 
noAV,  ^^dlen  our  affairs  have  the  appearance  of  being 
j)rospei‘ous,  enter  into  treaties  wdth  safety,  grace,  and 
dignity,  l)ut  should  w^e  wait  a reverse  of  fortune,  we 
must  solicit  protection — w^e  must  wdiine  in  the  tone  of 
abject  British  Ancestors — The  Groans  of  the 
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Americans — in  short  not  only  policy  but  humanity  dic- 
tate the  necessity  of  the  measure;  for  the  very  report 
of  such  an  alliance  w^ould  so  terrify  the  Tyrant  and  his 
Fiend  like  Ministers,  that  they  w^ould  sheath  the  sw^ord, 
and  consequently,  the  effusion  of  blood  which  must 
otherwdse  be  shed  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  Cam- 
paign wT)uld  be  prevented.  But  I shall  run  on  all 
night.  You  stand  in  no  need  of  conviction,  so  I shall 
cease  preaching. 

I have  ])ulled  dowoi  the  jnterior  part  of  the  Fort, 
lest  it  shou’d  be  converted  into  a Citadel  by  Try  on 
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and  liis  Myrmidons.  The  Tories  are  damn’d  mad.  The 
Whigs  are  pleased  of  course.  Adieu, 

My  Dr  Heed,  let  me  hear  from  you  frequently. 

I am  eternally  yours 

Charles  Lee. 

My  respects  to  the  Wife  of  your  Bosom. 


To  General  Washington. 

New  York,  February  29th,  1776. 


Dear  General  : 

I am  now  so  far  recovered,  though  far  from  well, 
that  I shall  set  out  in  a few  days. 

The  strijiping  Ticonderoga  so  entirely  of  its  heavy 
cannon  is  a most  unfortunate  circumstance,  as  the 
transportation  of  them  from  this  place  is  a business  of 
monstrous  difficulties,  expense  and  labor. 

The  Congress  have  as  yet,  not  taken  the  least  step 
for  the  security  of  this  j^lace.  The  instant  I leave  it,  I 
conclude  the  Provincial  Congress  and  inhabitants  will 
relaj)se  into  their  former  hysterics ; the  men  of  war  and 
M""-  Tryon,  will  return  to  their  old  stations  at  the 
wharves,  and  the  first  regiments  who  arrive  from  Eng- 
land, will  take  quiet  jjossession  of  the  town  and  Long 
Island.  I have  written  letters  till  I am  tired  on  the 
subject,  to  the  Congress,  but  have  received  no  answer. 
The  committee  of  three,  who  were  here  to  confer  with 
me  agreed  that  it  was  necessary  that  5,000  men  should 
be  in  the  place.  They  left  us,  and  no  notice  has  been 
taken  of  the  affair  since.  Great  and  extensive  works 
are  resolved  upon,  and  we  have  scarcely  sufficient  num- 
bers to  mark  out  the  ground,  much  less  to  throw  up 
the  works.  In  short  I know  not  what  to  make  of 
this  apathy  on  so  important  a subject. 

Mess'"®-  Price,  Walker,  and  since  them,  the  volunteer 
Melchoir,  are  arrived  from  Canada.  It  is  very  lucky. 
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for  tliey  can  comniunicate  all  tlie  necessary  lights  to 
the  Congress,  with  respect  to  tlie  measures  which  must 
he  taken  in  that  country.  By  their  accounts  nothing  is 
so  much  wanted  as  artillery  men.  Capt.  Lamb’s  com- 
pany were  all  taken  prisoners.  I wish  indeed  it  is  nec- 
essary you  should  spare  us  a company  from  Boston ; * 
we  cannot  possibly  do  without  them,  we  have  none 
here.  I entreat  dear  General,  you  would  detach  Cap- 
tain Badlam’s  company.  The  Captain  and  I are  now 
well  acquainted,  and  agree  wonderfully. 

The  Pennsylvania  and  Jersey  troops  who  marched 
for  Canada,  are  good  and  strong  in  numbers.  The 
spirit  of  enlisting  prevails  through  the  whole  country. 
I am  told  but  cannot  believe  it,  that  the  New  England 
Delegates  oppose  the  enlisting  for  a year.  They  say 
by  means  of  a shorter  engagement  the  whole  country 
would  be  soldiers.  A curious  whim,  this  ! Who  the 
devil  can  fill  their  heads  with  such  nonsense  ? I should 
think  a letter  from  you  to  either  of  the  Adams’s  would 
have  a good  effect. 

I have  this  moment  received  yours  of  the  22nd.  It 
is  a sort  of  re2:)rimand  for  not  having  more  exactly  in- 
formed you  of  the  occurrences  here.  I do  assure  you. 
General,  that  I have  wrote  fully  and  frequently.  It  is 
true,  I ])elieve  two  posts  have  carried  no  letters  from 
me,  but  I ^vould  not  trouble  you  when  I had  nothing 
material  to  communicate.  I shall  not  intrench  myself 
Ijehind  the  parade  of  great  business,  for  my  first  busi- 
ness is  to  be  attentive  to  my  General ; nor  shall  I make 
a plea  for  the  loss  of  Palfrey,  since  ^vhose  departure  I 
have  l)een  o])liged  to  write  with  my  own  hand  every ^ — 
the  most  trifling  note.  But,  in  fact,  tliough  I confess  I 
am  natui'ally  remiss,  I liave  not  neglected  my  duty  in 
this  point.  I have  suffered  no  safe  o])portunity  to 
escape  me.  But  enough  of  this. 

I shall  now  give  you  a detail  of  what  we  have  been 
doing,  and  in  what  circumstances  we  are.  Our  force 
including  the  minute  men  amounts  to  about  1,700  men. 
Ward’s  regiment,  which  is  the  stay,  I have  stationed  in 
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Long  Island.  Tliey  are  emidoyed  in  making  fascines, 
and  preparing  other  materials  for  constructing  three 
redoubts,  one  of  which  will,  in  great  measure  (in  cor- 
respondence with  a battery  which  I have  sunk  opposite 
to  it  in  the  city)  secure  the  entrance  of  the  East  Eiver. 
Waterbury’s  and  Stirling’s  Regiments  are  quartered  in 
the  City;  the  former  in  the  Upper  barracks,  the  latter 
in  the  Lower.  Two  hundred  minute  men  are  likewise 
lodged  in  the  town.  Drake’s  regiment  of  minute  men, 
and  one  company  more  (in  all  about  two  hundred)  are 
stationed  at  Horn’s  Hook  wdnch  commands  the  pass  at 
Hell  Gate.  They  are  employed  in  throwing  up  a re- 
doubt, to  contain  three  hundred  men.  As  to  the  town, 
having  few  hands,  and  the  necessary  duty  being  hard,  I 
have  been  able  to  efEect  little.  I have  indeed  thrown 
down  the  side  of  the  fort  next  the  tomi,  to  prevent  its 
being  covered  into  a citadel  for  the  use  of  the  enemy. 
It  was  absolutely  impossible  to  be  moulded  into  any- 
thing which  could  annoy  their  ships.  I have  likewise 
thrown  a traverse  or  barrier,  across  the  Broadway  two 
hundred  yards  in  the  rear  of  the  fort,  with  four  pieces 
of  cannon  to  prevent  the  enemy  lodging  themselves  in 
the  remains  of  the  fort  and  reparing  it.  It  is  likewise 
my  intention  to  barricade  all  the  streets  leading  into  the 
Broadw'ay  both  on  the  right  and  left,  to  secure  us 
against  being  taken  in  reverse.  Batteries  are  to  be 
erected  on  the  eminence  behind  Trinity  Church,  to 
keep  their  ships  at  so  great  a distance  as  not  to  injure 
the  town.  As  we  are  surrounded  by  navigable  waters 
I consider  enclosed  works  as  rather  dangerous  ; it  was 
'therefore  my  intention  to  throw  up  a great  number  of 
large  tleches  or  redans,  at  certain  distances,  one  behind 
another,  so  as  to  render  it  a disputable  field  of  battle 
against  any  force.  King’s  Bridge  being  a most  import- 
ant pass  (without  the  command  of  which  we  could 
have  no  communication  with  Connecticut)  I had  resolved 
to  make  as  strong  as. possible.  Such  were  my  schemes ; 
but  as  the  Congress  have  not  furnished  the  force  which  I 
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Lad  it  in  onr  j^ower  to  effect  more  than  I Lave  related, 
Governor  Tryon  and  the  Asia  still  continue  betwixt 
Nutten’s  and  Bedloe’s  Islands.  It  lias  pleased  his  Excel- 
lency, in  violation  with  the  compact  he  had  made,  to 
seize  several  vessels  from  Jersey  laden  with  flonr.  It 
has,  in  return,  pleased  my  Excellency  to  stop  all  provi- 
sion from  the  city  and  cut  off  all  intercourse  with  him 
— a measure,  which  has  throvm  the  Mayor,  Council,  and 
Tories,  into  agonies.  The  propensity  or  rather  rage  for 
paying  Court  to  this  great  man,  is  inconceivable. 
They  cannot  be  weaned  from  him.  We  must  put 
wormwood  on  his  paps,  or  they  will  cry  to  suck,  as 
they  are  in  their  second  childhood. 

Captain  Smith  has  just  returned  from  Fort  Consti- 
tution. He  gives  a most  terrible  account  of  it.  The 
expense  of  its  construction  has  been  enormous,  its  de- 
fects both  in  point  of  situation,  laying  out,  finishing, 
A''  are  numerous.  He  has  made  the  plan  of  anotlier, 
which  will  command,  as  far  as  I can  judge  from  it  on 
paper,  the  river  effectually. 

I have  now  related,  as  minutely  as  necessary,  our 
situation.  • As  I shall  set  out  very  soon,  it  will  proba- 
bly be  my  last  from  this  place.  I must  entreat,  once 
more,  dear  General,  that  you  will  spare  us  a company 
of  Artillery.  Badlam  seems  rather  averse  on  propos- 
ing it. 

Adieu,  dear  Sir, 

Yours  with  the  greatest  respect  and  affection. 

Charles  Lee. 


From  Philip  Schuyler. 

Albany,  FeV^  1776. 

Dear  General, 

Congress  having  ordered  that  I should  repair  to  l^ew 
York,  to  take  the  command  tliere,  as  soon  as  my  Health 
would  permit,  I have  taken  the  liberty  to  represent  to 
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them,  that  if  that  obstacle  was  immediately  removed,  I 
should  not  be  able  to  leave  this  until  the  Batteaus  now 
building  at  Fort  George  were  finished,  and  everything 
got  into  such  a train,  as  that  your  Army  in  Canada  may 
not  suffer  for  want  of  provisions,  which  it  certainly 
will  if  I quit  this,  and  you  immediately  go  into  Cana- 
da, where  your  presence  is  much,  very  much  indeed 
wanted. 

At  a moderate  calculation  the  provisions  which  we 
took,  what  was  carried  in,  and  what  has  since  been 
brought  there,  was  sufficient  to  the  month  of  J une,  and 
yet  they  are  now  so  nearly  expended,  that  I have  been 
obliged  to  send  four  hundred  barrels  of  pork  in  sleds 
at  the  enormous  expense  of  three  pounds  per  barrel. 

I have  sent  to  Canada  one  eighteen  and  a Number  of 
twelve  pounders,  with  what  suitable  shot  were  left  at 
the  upper  posts. 

I need  not  observe  to  you,  that  you  will  stand  in 
need  of  a number  of  CarjDenters  and  shipwrights.  I 
only  mention  it  to  advise  you  that  I have  fifty  or  more 
that  can  go  off  at  a moment’s  warning.  The  Canadians 
are  very  indifferent  workmen,  and  besides  will  not  take 
our  paper  money,  so  that  everything  considered  I con- 
clude it  will  be  best  to  take  them  from  hence. 

Besides  the  pork  above  mentioned,  I have  ordered 
150  head  of  the  largest  and  best  stall  fed  cattle  to  be 
purchased,  which  I hope  to  get  into  Canada,  whilst  the 
Lakes  are  still  passable  on  the  Ice.  I have  so  arranged 
matters  that  they  will  carry  their  own  Fodder,  and  I 
hope  near  two  hundred  barrels  of  pork  besides. 

I do  not  know  if  the  Cannon  ordered  from  New 
York  have  travelling  Carriages.  I have  wrote  on  the 
subject  to  the  Committee  to  whom  the  Conveyance  of 
them  is  intrusted;  if  they  have  not,  I think  I could 
complete  them  here  in  ten  days,  as  I have  employed  a 
person  to  look  out  for  the  proper  timber,  and  to  speak 
to  all  the  wheelrights  in  this  place  and  its  vicinity  to 
be  ready  when  called  upon. 

The  Regiments  to  be  raised  for  the  Canada  service 
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in  the  Massachusetts-Bay  and  Connecticut  are  not  yet 
inarched  from  thence;  four  Companies  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vanians are  gone  on,  the  fifth,  the  only  one  left  here, 
will  march  to-morrrow;  three  Jersey  Companies  are 
also  marched,  and  about  one  thousand  from  this  Colony 
and  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  which  I ordered  to  be  raised 
immediately  after  our  repulse  at  Quebec — As  the  Jer- 
^ ^ ’ Companies  are  very  incompleat. 


men  which  were  raised  by  my 


immediate  order  to  be  engaged  for  the  Campaign, 
and  to  remain  in  Canada.  I immagin’d  that  necessity 
would  justify  this  step,  and  I have  advised  Congress 
thereof,  and  pointed  out  the  Reasons  which  induc’d  me 
to  it. 

Three  Companies  of  Col.  Van  Schaicks  Regiment 
are  nearly  compleat,  one  of  them  is  at  Fort  George  and 
the  other  at  Ticonderoga,  from  whence  they  will  move 
as  soon  as  I can  get  a few  men  out  of  those  others 
to  be  raised  in  this  Colony  to  take  charge  of  those 
posts ; all  the  Troops  that  have  hitherto  come  up,  have 
been  only  half  armed,  and  I am  greatly  distressed  to 
furnish  them,  none  had  Mockinsons,  and  great  numbers 
wanted  shoes,  mittins,  caps,  stockings,  etc. 

I hope  the  New  York  Convention  will  forward  the 
Naval  Stores  I wrote  for  without  delay ; as  none  are 
to  be  had  in  Canada,  and  you  will  stand  in  great  need 
of  them. 

General  Wooster  has  pressed  me  in  the  most  earnest 
manner  for  a supply  of  hard  cash ; with  difficulty,  and 
by  giving  my  own  security  I have  been  able  to  collect 
about  £2100,  which  is  gone  on  to  him.  It  will  be  well 
to  bring  up  with  you  whatever  you  can  procure  at 
New  York,  as  you  will  be  greatly  distressed  in  Canada 
without  it. 

Eight  tons  of  powder  are  ordered  up  and  I do  not 
believe  with  what  is  in  Canada  the  whole  will  exceed 
twelve — I had  wrote  to  Congress  for  fifteen — You  are 
a much  better  judge  than  I can  pretend  to  be  whether 
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Adieu,  my  dear  General,  and  believe  me  with  the 
most  respectful  sentiments  of  Esteem 

Your  most  obt  most  hble  Servant 

Pii:  Schuyler. 

The  Honorable  Major  General  Lee. 


Draft — to  Captait^  Parker. 

Sir, 

The  removal  of  the  Cannon  and  stores  is  in  conse- 
quence of  my  orders  solely — it  is  in  no  respect  an  act 
of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town,  nor  of  the  Committee 
of  Safety — I must  consider  therefore  any  Canonade 
upon  the  Town  as  a wanton  piece  of  cruelty  which  can- 
not be  of  the  least  service  to  the  cause  of  Tyranny  in 
which  you  are  engaged — retaliation  is  not  only  justify- 
able  in  the  eyes  of  God  and  Man,  but  in  our  circum- 
stances absolutely  necessary — I have  therefore  a certain 
number  of  the  most  notorious  instruments  of  ministerial 
villany,  and  who  have  largely  by  their  tratrous  jiroceed- 
ings  contributed  to  bring  down  the  present  calamities 
on  America,  to  be  seized.  And  I solemnly  declare  to 
you.  Sir,  that  the  first  house  set  on  fire  by  your  guns 
shall  be  the  funeral  pile  of  these  Worthies. 

I am.  Sir,  your  most  Obed^  Servant 

Charles  Lee. 


To  Mr.  Eoorback. 

Head-Quarters,  March  the 
Sir — You  will  much  oldige  me.  Sir,  in  furnishing 
the  regiment  of  Ward  with  ten  beds,  which  are  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  the  sick.  To  say  the  truth,  it  is 
scandalous,  that  so  many  applications  should  be  made 
in  vain  for  such  a trifle  as  ten  beds.  I must,  therefore. 
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once  more  desire  that  they  may  be  furnished  without 
delay. 

I am  Sir,  yours 

Chaeles  Lee. 
Major-General. 

To  M""  Koorback, 

Barrack-master. 


From  Gae.  Eooeback. 

New  York,  1"^  March,  1776. 

Sir — As  my  appointment  to  the  office  of  barrack- 
master  extends  only  to  the  city  of  New  York,  I have  it 
not  in  my  power  to  comply  with  your  Excellency’s  re- 
quest in  regard  to  the  supply  of  troops  in  another 
county,  unless  a special  order  be  obtained  for  that  pur- 
pose from  the  Congress. 

I am,  respectfully. 

Your  Excellency’s  most  humble  Servt. 

Gar.  Eooeback,  B.  M. 

To  His  Excellency  Major-Genl  Lee. 


From  the  President  of  Congress. 

Philadelphia,  March  1,  1776. 

Dear  Sir, 

After  a warm  contest,  occasioned  by  the  high  Esti- 
mation the  Members  of  the  Congress  have  of  your 
worth  and  abilities,  every  one  wishing  to  have  you* 
where  he  had  most  at  stake,  the  Congress  have  at 
length  determined  to  supercede  the  orders  given  you  to 
proceed  to  Canada,  and  have  this  day  come  to  a Eeso- 
lution,  that  you  shall  take  the  command  of  the  Conti- 
nental forces  in  the  Southern  Department,  which  com- 
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preliends  Virginia,  Nortli  Carolina,  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia. 

The  Congress  have  also  appointed  six  new  Briga- 
dier Generals,  viz,  John  Armstrong,  William  Thomp- 
son, Andrew  Lewis,  Janies  Moore,  Lord  Stirling,  and 
Bobt.  Howe,  Esq.  four  of  whom  yon  are  to  command  in 
the  Southern  Department,  and  two  in  the  middle.  By 
this  conveyance  I have  forwarded  the  Commission  for 
his  Lordship.  As  soon  as  your  health  and  the  necessary 
orders  yon  may  think  proper  to  give  for  putting  Hew 
York  in  a State  of  Defence  will  permit,  I have  it  in 
charge  to  direct  that  yon  repair  to  the  department  put 
under  your  immediate  Command. 

In  Expectation  of  seeing  yon  soon  in  this  Place  on 
your  way,  I need  not  add,  but  that  I am  with  every 
Sentiment  of  Regard  and  Esteem, 

Sir, 

Your  most  obt.  Servant 

JoHX  Hancock,  Prest. 

The  Honble  Major  Gen^  Lee, 
at  Hew  York. 


To  General  Washington. 

Hew  York,  March  3'''^  1776. 

My  dear  General: 

My  destination  is  altered.  Instead  of  going  to 
Canada,  I am  appointed  to  command  to  the  southward. 
There  has  been  a great  promotion  of  Brig"*  Generals : 
Armstrong,  Thompson,  Lewis,  Moore,  Stirling,  and 
Howe,  are  the  six.  Four  are  to  serve  under  my  orders 
viz  : Armstrong,  Lewis,  Moore,  and  Howe.  As  I am 
the  only  General  Officer  on  the  Continent  who  can 
speak  and  think  in  French,  I confess  it  would  have 
been  more  prudent  to  have  sent  me  to  Canada,  but  I 
shall  obey  with  alacrity,  and  hope  with  success.  Grif- 
fin has  resigned  as  he  flatters  himself  he  can  do  better 
in  the  Commercial  line.  I have  in  his  room,  appointed 
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one  of  tlie  sons  of  Lewis  Morris,  to  wliom  I was  under 
a sort  of  engagement.  Lord  Stirling  will  take  the 
command  until  the  arrival  of  Schuyler.  His  Lordship 
is  active  and  discreet. 

In  my  last  I gave  you  my  plan  of  defence  for  this 
city  and  environs;  but  from  want  of  men,  shall  be 
obliged  to  leave  it  in  a poor  condition.  A regiment  of 
associators  are,  I am  told,  ordered  from  Philadelphia. 
I likewise  sent  for  a battalion  from  the  J erseys ; but, 
on  the  other  hand,  AVard’s  and  Waterbury’s  Regiments 
will,  I suppose,  according  to  their  laudable  custom, 
leave  the  place  the  moment  their  time  is  expired,  which 
is  the  12^^  of  this  month. 

I heartily  pray  that  you  may  give  M""  Howe  a hand- 
some salute  on  his  leaving  Boston.  I am  not  yet  in- 
formed who  is  to  take  the  command  in  Canada.  No 
time,  I am  sure,  is  to  be  lost.  As  I am  ordered  away 
immediately,  I must  consign  the  affairs  of  New  York 
to  Lord  Stirling.  I think  he  will  acquit  himself  well. 

I have  nothing  material  to  trouble  you  with  at 
present,  further  than  to  assure  you  that  I am  and  ever 
shall  be,  dear  General, 

Yours  most  sincerely, 

Charles  Lee. 


To  THE  President  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of 

New  York. 

New  York,  March  4*^,  1776. 

Sir  : 

The  letters  I received  last  night  from  the  Com- 
mander-in-chief and  General  Greene,  were  unfor- 
tunately, thrown  into  the  lire;  but  according  to  my 
best  recollection  the  reasons  given  by  the  General  for 
surmising,  or  rather  concluding,  that  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  enemy  to  evacuate  Boston,  were  these: 
That  they  had  withdrawn  their  mortars  and  heavy 
cannon  from  Bunkers  Hill  and  Charlestown,  that  their 
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transports  were  hauled  into  the  wharves ; that  some 
people,  who  had  left  the  town  lately,  declared  that  the 
officers’  baggage  was  sent  on  board ; in  short,  it  is  from 
every  circumstance  concluded  by  those  who  are  before 
the  place,  and  those  who  have  lately  left  the  place, 
that  they  are  soon  to  abandon  Boston,  and  that  con- 
sequently, they  will  attempt  to  establish  themselves 
here.  May  I,  Sir,  take  the  liberty  to  express  my  un- 
easiness on  a subject  which  is  more  properly  a matter 
of  consideration  for  the  Congress.  The  liberation  of 
the  notorious  enemies  of  liberty  and  their  country,  on 
giving  bonds  for  their  good  behaviour,  appears  to  me 
in  our  present  situation,  extremely  ill-imagined.  It  is 
so  far  from  a security,  that  it  is  rather  adding  virus  to 
their  malignancy.  The  first  body  of  troops  that  arrive 
will  cancel  these  bonds.  Some  vigorous,  decisive  mode 
must  be  now  adopted,  of  discovering  on  whom  you  may 
depend,  on  whom  not.  The  crisis  will  admit  of  no 
procrastination.  I cannot^  therefore,  help  wishing  for 
the  common  safety  and  the  honor  of  this  province  in 
particular,  that  some  test  may  be  immediately  offered 
that  we  may  be  enabled  to  distinguish  our  friends  from 
our  foes.  The  latter  must  not  and  cannot,  be  suffered 
to  remain  within  your  walls,  to  co-operate  with  those 
Avithout  in  Avorking  your  destruction. 

I am  Sir,  with  the  greatest  respect 

Your  most  obedient  Servant 

Charles  Lee. 

To  Colonel  Woodhull, 

President  of  the  Provincial  Congress. 


To  Isaac  Sears. 

N.  York,  March  y"  5'"^  1776. 

Sir, 

As  I have  received  intelligence  from  the  Command- 
er in  Chief  that  there  is  the  greatest  reason  to  expect 
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a considerable  Army  of  tlie  Enemy  immediately  at  tliis 
place — it  appears  to  me  that  I should  be  in  the  highest 
degree  culpable  to  God,  my  Conscience,  and  the  Conti- 
nental Congress  in  whose  Service  I am  engaged,  shou’d 
I suffer  at  so  dangerous  a crisis  a banditti  of  profess’d 
Foes  of  Liberty  and  their  Country  to  remain  at  liberty 
to  co-operate  with  and  strengthen  the  ministerial  Troops, 
openly  in  arms,  or  covertly,  and  consequently  more 
dangerously  furnish  ’em  with  intelligence.  I must  de- 
sire that  you  will  offer  the  enclosed  tests^*  to  every  in- 
dividual of  whom  you  are  to  have  a list — their  refu- 
sal must  be  construed  in  no  more  or  less  than  an 
avowal  of  their  hostile  intention,  you  are  therefore  im- 
mediately to  seize  their  Persons  and  send  ’em  up  with- 
out loss  of  time  to  Connecticut  where  they  can  be  no 
longer  dangerous. 

I am.  Sir,  Yours, 

Charles  Lee,  Major  General. 

Daniel  Hulit  is  to  be  seized  without  any  conditions 
being  offer’d. 

To  Lieut.  Colonel  Sears, 

acting  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


To'  THE  President  of  Congress. 

New  York,  March  y®  5^^  1776. 

Sir, 

I receiv’d  your  commands  on  Sunday  evening  and 
shou’d  have  answered  it  immediately  but  waited  for  the 
result  of  an  application  I had  made  to  Waterbury’s  and 

* The  following  test  was  published  at  the  time  as  the  oath  imposed  by 
General  Lee  upon  certain  obnoxious  persons  in  Rhode  Island  and  is  proba- 
bly the  same  as  that  referred  to  in  the  text  here,  and  in  previous  letters. 

“ I, , here,  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  God,  as  I hope  for  ease, 

honor,  and  comfort  in  this  world,  and  happiness  in  the  world  to  come,  most 
earnestly,  devoutly,  and  religiously  do  swear,  that  I will  neither  directly 
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Ward’s  Eegiments  requesting  ’em  to  remain  here  untill 
They  can  be  replac’d  by  a certain  number  of  Troops 
from  Philadelphia  and  the  Jersey’s.  They  have  unani- 
mously consented  to  stay  ’till  the  twenty  fifth  of  this 
month  whicli  is  a fortnight  longer  than  the  Term  They 
were  enlisted  for — before  the  expiration  of  this  time  I 
am  in  hopes  that  some  measures  will  be  taken  by  the 
Congress  for  throwing  into  the  City,  its  Environs,  and 
Long  Island  a force  sufficient  to  dispute  the  ground  with 
any  number  of  Troops  we  have  reason  to  expect — not 
that  I would  imply  that  these  two  Connecticut  Eegi- 
ments remaining  here  Avould  be  able  to  prevent  the 
landing  and  lodging  themselves  in  the  Island  even  five 
Battalions  of  the  Enemy  should  They  chuse  to  attempt 
it,  but  these  two  Eegiments  will  enable  us  at  least  to 
lay  the  foundation  of  the  necessary  works,  I have 
ordered  a Eegiment  from  the  Jerseys  who  will  be  here 
I hope  in  a few  days,  I shall  not.  Sir,  trouble  you  with 
a detail  of  our  intended  woiks  as  I shall  have  the 
honour  of  paying  my  respects  in  Person  to  the  Congress 
in  a very  few  days,  for  on  Thursday  it  is  my  intention 
to  set  out. 

I am  in  very  little  pain  about  the  execution  of  what 
we  have  concerted,  as  it  is  committed  to  the  hand  of 
Lord  Stirling,  who  shews  much  intelligence  and  activity. 


nor  indirectly  assist  the  wicked  instruments  of  ministerial  tyranny  and  vil- 
lany,  commonly  called  the  king’s  troops  and  navy,  by  furnishing  them 
with  provisions  and  refreshments  of  any  kind,  unless  authorized  by  the 
Continental  Congress  or  Legislature,  at  present  established  in  this  particu- 
lar colony  of  Rhode  Island. 

“I  do  also  swear,  by  the  tremendous  and  Almighty  God,  that  I will  nei- 
ther directly  nor  indirectly  convej^  any  intelligence,  nor  give  any  advice  to 
the  aforesaid  enemies  described ; and  that  I pledge  myself,  if  I should  l)y 
any  accident  get  knowledge  of  such  treasons,  to  inform  immediately  the 
committee  of  safety. 

“ And,  as  it  is  justly  allowed  that  when  the  rights  and  sacred  liberties  of  - 
a nation  or  community  are  invaded,  neutrality  is  not  less  base  and  criminal 
than  open  and  avowed  hostility,  I do  further  swear  and  pledge  myself,  as 
I hope  for  eternal  salvation,  that  I will,  whenever  called  upon  by  the  voice 
of  the  Continental  Congress,  or  by  the  Legislature  of  this  particular  colony 
under  their  direction,  take  up  arms,  and  subject  myself  to  military  disci- 
pline in  defence  of  the  common  rights  and  liberties  of  America.  So  help 
me  God.” 
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as  this  place  will  probably  be  the  scene  of  a good  deal 
of  action  it  would  be  prudent  to  add  something  to  their 
present  stock  of  ammunition.  I find  by  their  returns 
that  there  is  in  the  whole  Colony  (that  sent  up  to  Fort 
Connecticut  included)  five  ton  and  a half. 

The  numerous  Body  of  profess’d  Tories  in  Long 
Island  and  Statten  Island  with  not  a few  within  the 
walls  of  the  City  is  a most  alarming  consideration,  the 
measures  adopted  by  the  Provincial  Congress  obliging 
them  to  give  bonds  as  a security  for  their  good  be- 
haviour can  answer  no  purpose,  but  that  of  rendering 
’em  more  bitter  and  violent,  the  first  Begiment  of  our 
Gracious  Sovereigns  Cut  Throats  which  arrive  here  will 
induljita])ly  cancil  these  Bonds.  I am  well  assur’d 
indeed  that  these  bonds  are  made  a public  joke  of 
already  l)y  the  worthy  gentlemen  who  gave  ’em,  in 
short  tbe  friends  to  liberty  are  to  a man  convinc’d  that 
the  Tories  will  take  arms  when  encouraged  by  the  ajD- 
pearance  of  any  Boyal  Troops,  the  delicacy  of  our 
situation,  the  dangerous  crisis  of  affairs  have  therefore 
determin’d  me  to  take  a decisive  step  which  alone  ac- 
cording to  my  judgment,  can  secure  us.  These  offer’d 
a test  drawn  up  in  such  terms  that  refusal  or  consent  to 
take  it  must  be  a criterion  by  which  We  may  be  able  to 
distinguish  these  whose  swords  are  whetted  to  plunge 
into  the  vitals  of  their  Country  and  whose  (if  not  drawn 
in  defence  of  the  Common  rights)  may  be  expected  to 
remain  quietly  in  their  scabbards,  the  first  I have 
directed  to  be  seized  without  further  ceremony,  and 
should  think  myself  highly  criminal  in  omitting  so  salu- 
tary a step  before  it  is  too  late — perhaps  I judge  wrong, 
if  1 do  I must  myself  take  the  shame  of  being  weak, 
rash,  and  precipitate,  the  intelligence  I have  receiv’d 
from  General  Washington,  will  at  all  events  justify  in 
some  measure  my  dispensing  with  forms. 

I am.  Sir,  with  the  greatest  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant 

Charles  Lee. 
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To  THE  PROVmCIAL  CoNGRESS  OF  NeW  YoRK. 

New  York,  March  5,  1776. 

Sir  : 

It  is  absolutely  necessary  that  Col.  Ward  should  be 
supplied  with  the  necessary  brush  for  fascines,  wood 
for  pickets,  and  other  timber  to  complete  the  works  I 
have  directed  on  Long  Island.  It  is  my  wish  these 
materials  should  be  supplied  in  the  most  easy  way  to 
the  inhabitants  and  that  the  utmost  justice  be  done 
them.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  attend  to  the  regula- 
tion of  this  matter,  and  therefore  must  desire  the 
Congress  of  New  York  will  take  proper  measures  to 
conduct  this  matter,  which  I doubt  not  will  forward 
the  service. 

Charles  Lee, 
Major-Genl. 

To  the  President  of  the  Congress  of  New  York. 


From  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New  York. 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New  York, 
March  6th,  1776. 

Sir: 

We  have  now  under  consideration  the  case  of 
M*^  Samuel  Gale,  who  was  lately  apprehended  in  this 
city  by  a military  guard,  and  conveyed  to  Fairfield,  in 
the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  where  he  now  is  in  close 
confinement.  We  are  wholly  ignorant  of  the  nature  of 
the  charge  brought  against  him,  or  the  cause  of  his 
commitment,  and  should  be  glad  to  be  informed  thereof, 
that  proper  steps  may  be  taken  either  for  his  discharge 
or  punishment. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  remind  you.  Sir,  that  the 
right  of  apprehending,  trying,  and  punishing  citizens 
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wlio  violate  the  resolutions  of  Congress,  or  act  inimical 
to  the  liberties  of  America,  is  by  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, delegated  to  the  Provincial  Conventions  in  the 
res])ective  Colonies.  This  right  we  think  it  our  duty 
to  insist  upon,  as  essential  to  the  security  of  our  con- 
stituents. We  hold  ourselves  ready  to  co-operate  with 
you  in  every  measure  that  may  be  thought  necessary  to 
promote  the  common  cause  of  the  continent,  and  to 
frustrate  the  arbitrary  designs  of  a wicked  Ministry ; at 
the  same  time,  it  becomes  us,  as  faithful  guardians  of 
the  people,  to  protect  the  liberty  and  jDroperty  of  our 
constituents  as  much  as  possible  in  our  present  unhappy 
situation.  We  are  sensible  of  the  many  difficulties  you 
have  to  struggle  with  while  commanding  an  undisci- 
2:>lined  soldiery;  but  we  flatter  ourselves  their  irregu- 
larities will  be  checked  uiDon  pro^^er  information.  This 
consideration,  Sir,  induces  us  to  inform  you  that  the 
Port  Guards  continue  to  fire  uj^on  the  boats  coming 
to  and  going  from  this  city,  for  the  purjDOse  of  supj)ly- 
ing  the  inhabitants  Avith  provisions  and  other  necessa- 
ries. If  this  23ractice  is  continued,  we  are  apprehensive 
it  Avill  greatly  distress  the  inhabitants,  render  it  impossi- 
ble to  j^rovide  for  the  troo2)s,  and  j^revent  our  commis- 
sary from  su])j)lying  the  magazine  Ave  are  noAV  establish- 
ing for  the  Continental  army — We  therefore,  entreat 
you.  Sir,  to  give  such  orders  to  the  Port  Guards  as  Avill 
prevent  such  inconveniences  for  the  future. 

We  are,  Avith  esteem,  your  obt.  servts, 

By  Order. 

To  Major  Gen.  Lee. 


To  THE  Provincial  Congress  of  Neav  York. 


SlR--- 


New  York,  March  6^^  1776. 


I have  just  received  an  uncertified  paper,  the  pur- 
port of  Avhich  seems  to  imply  that  the  men  of  Avar  and 
Governor  Tryon  are  to  be  supplied  as  formerly  Avith 
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provisions.  Subsequently  to  this  order  of  tlie  Provin- 
cial Congress,  the  Continental  Congress  have  instructed 
me  to  put  the  city  in  the  best  state  of  defence  possible. 
I am  so  unfortunate  as  not  to  be  able  to  discover  how 
furnishing  the  enemy  with  the  necessaries  of  life  can 
contribute  to  this  end  ; it  certainly  must  open  the  means 
of  their  receiving  every  sort  of  intelligence  which  ought 
to  be  withheld  from  them,  for  I cannot  myself  conceive, 
that  the  oath  of  the  port  master  should  bind  his  boat’s 
crew.  It  is  true  they  are  to  be  restrained  from  going 
on  board,  Imt  I defy  human  cunning  to  prevent,  (when 
they  are  once  alongside)  the  conveyance  of  a letter.  I 
must  entreat,  sir,  that  the  Congress  will  not  su23pose 
that  I am  aiming  at  an  authority  su23erior  to  theii*s  in 
thus  giving  my  opinion,  and  raising  objections  to  any- 
thing they  have  resolved.  I respect  them  as  the  true 
re23resentatives  of  the  people  and  23roper  Legislature  of 
the  Province ; but,  sir,  the  information  I have  received 
from  Cambridge,  and  the  orders  I have  received  from 
the  Continental  Congress,  will  justify  me  in  most  hum- 
bly entreating  the  Congress  not  to  enjoin  me  to  assent 
(so  much  against  my  conscience,)  to  any  intercourse  of 
any  kind  with  Tryon,  who  must  be  considered  as  a 
most  dangerous  enemy. 

There  is  one  thing  further  I would  submit  to  the 
wisdom  of  Congress,  whether  it  will  be  prudent  to  suf- 
fer a single  man  (in  our  present  circumstances)  to  re- 
main in  the  city  who  will  not  enter  into  an  engagement 
to  take  up  arms  in  the  defence  of  the  common  rights. 
I took  the  liberty  of  a letter  to  you  hinting  a measui^e 
somewhat  related  to  this  scheme,  but  was  not  honoured 
with  an  answer. 

I am,  Sir,  with  the  greatest  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  Servant 

Charles  Lee 

P.  S.  I have  this  instant  received  your  favour  relat- 
ing to  Mr.  Gale,  who  is  apprehended  and  conveyed  into 
Connecticut.  I agree.  Sir,  entirely  with  you,  that 
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the  apprehension,  trial  and  punishment  of  citizens  is 
not  my  province,  but  of  the  Provincial  Congress.  But, 
irregular  as  it  was,  I had  the  assurance  of  many  respect- 
able men  that  he  was  a most  dangerous  man,  and  ought 
not  to  be  suffered  to  remain  on  Long  Island,  where  an 
enemy  is  perhaps  more  dangerous  than  in  any  other  spot 
of  America.  However,  their  assurances  and  my  opin- 
ion form  no  excuse,  and  I heartily  repent  that  I did  not 
refer  him  to  you,  his  proper  judges. 

I must  now  inform  you.  Sir,  that  in  consequence  of 
the  last  instructions  from  the  Continen'tal  Congress,  to 
put  this  city  and  its  environs  in  a state  of  defence,  I have 
ordered  Colonel  Ward,  as  a previous  measure,  to  secure 
the  whole  body  of  professed  tories  in  Long  Island. 
When  the  enemy  is  at  our  door,  forms  must  be  dis- 
pensed with ; my  duty  to  you,  to  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, and  to  my  own  conscience,  have  dictated  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  measure.  If  I have  done  wrong,  and  I 
confess  the  irregularity,  I must  submit  myself  to  the 
shame  of  being  reputed  foolish,  rash,  and  precipitate. 
I must  undergo  the  censure  of  the'  public,  but  I shall 
have  the  consciousness  in  my  own  breast  that  the  most 
pure  motives  of  serving  the  public  cause,  uncontaminated 
by  pique  or  resentment  to  individuals,  have  urged  me  to 
the  step. — There  is  now  a ruffian  under  guard,  one 
John  Greg,  who  attempted  to  murder  the  sentinels  on 
their  posts  the  other  night. 

I beg  to  know  your  pleasure  on  the  subject.  As  to 
the  affair  of  the  sentries  firing  on  the  boats,  I never 
heard  till  this  moment  that  they  had  repeated  a mis- 
demeanor so  contrary  to  the  orders  they  had  received. 
I can  only  say  that  I am  very  sorry  that  my  orders 
have  been  so  little  respected,  and  that  if  I can  find  out 
the  culprits  they  shall  be  severely  punished. 

I am  Sir,  with  the  greatest  respect. 

Your  most  obedt.  and  humble  servt. 

Charles  Lee. 

To  the  President  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New 
York. 
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Fro^i  Tiio^eas  Palmer, 


Sir  : 


Newburgh,  Ulster  County  Above 

the  Higlilands,  March  6,  1776. 


We  this  day  arrived  safe  up  the  river  (with  the 
three  vessels  containing  the  camion,  shot,  at  New- 
])nrgh-Landing,  which  is  seventy  miles  from  New- York. 

Onr  passage  has  been  attended  to  witli  much  diffi- 
culty and  danger,  on  account  of  cold  head  winds,  and 
the  river  exceedingly  full  of  ice.  The  vessels  are  now 
in  safe  harbor  on  the  west  shore ; Imt  on  the  landing 
opposite,  on  the  east  shore,  the  only  place  where  the 
cannon  must  be  landed,  the  flats  are  yet  shut  up  ^vith 
ice;  but  I conceive  it  practicable  to  cut  a channel 
through  to  shore,  which  we  shall  attempt  immediately ; 
the  carriages  for  the  transjiorting  the  cannon  are  coni- 
jileted,  and  the  horses  ready  to  proceed  as  soon  as  the 
cannon  can  be  landed.  The  bearer.  Captain  Brown,  has 
lieen  very  useful  and  alert  with  his  men,  in  bringing 
the  vessels  thus  far  safe  ; and  as  we  can  be  supplied  at 
this  j^ort  with  sufficient  assistance  for  the  fnrtlier  jiro- 
cednre  witli  the  cannon,  I thought  it  jirndent,  with 
Cajitain  Brown’s  advice,  to  dismiss  him  with  his  men. 

I am.  Sir,  with  due  respect,  your  most  humble  ser- 
vant to  command 


Thomas  'Palmer. 

To  Charles  Lee,  Esq.  A® 


To  THE  President  of  Coxgress. 

Philadelphia,  March  11,  1776. 

Sir, 

I beg  leave  to  inform  the  Congress  of  my  arrival,  in 
consequence  of  their  orders ; and  shall  be  happy  if 
yon  will  instruct  me  when,  and  in  what  manner  I am  to 
23 
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pay  my  respects  to  them,  in  order  to  receive  their  fnr  - 
ther  commands. 

I am  Sir,  with  the  greatest  res2:)ect,  your  most  obe- 
dient humble  Servant, 

Charles  Lee. 

To  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  cfe"" 


Eeport  on  the  Defence  of  New  York,  March, 

1776.'^ 

The  command  of  the  passage  of  the  Sound  must  be 
ours.  This,  I imagine,  is  already  effected  by  the  works 
thrown  up  at  Horii^s  Hook  but  as  a further  security, 
l)atteries  and  a redouljt  must  be  erected  on  the  other 
side,  either  on  Montresor’s  Island,  or  on  the  continent 
of  Long-Island,  as  the  Engineer  and  succeeding  General 
shall  determine.  These  additional  works  are  not  solely 
meant  to  shut  up  to  the  enemy  the  passage  through  the 
Sound,  but  to  secure  a free,  open,  and  easy  communica- 
tion to  our  own  troops,  between  the  continent  of  New 
York  and  Long-Island.  • As  the  city  of  New  York  is 
almost  environed  by  navigable  waters,  it  is  undoubtedly 
very  difficult  to  fortify  it  against  a powerful  sea  arma- 
ment ; but  still  I am  of  opinion  that,  although  troops 
cannot  easily  be  prevented  landing  under  the  guns  of 
their  shi])ping,  they  may  be  prevented  lodging  them- 
selves in  it,  or  converting  it  into  a great  jilace  of  arms, 
as  they  have  done  Boston. 

The  East  River,  I am  almost  persuaded,  may  be  se- 
cured in  such  a manner  that  their  ships  will  scarcely 
venture  into  it,  or  at  least  they  cannot  keep  their  sta- 
tions when  in.  A battery  for  this  purpose  is  planned, 
and  in  some  foiAvardness,  at  the  foot  of  the  Je'NVs’ 
Burying-Ground.  To  protect  this  battery  from  the 

* See  Journals  of  tlie  Continental  Congress:  March  lltli  and  14th, 
177G. 
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near  approach  of  slii])s,  (which,  when  close,  are  always 
supposed  to  l)e  an  over  match  for  batteries  level  with 
the  water,  and  in  a low  situation,)  guns  in  l)arbet, 
placed  on  the  heights  of  the  Jews’  Burying  Ground, 
when  in  corres])ondence  with  a l)attery  I have  ordered 
on  an  opposite  commanding  knoll  in  Long-Island,  will 
certainly  be  sufficient.  These  t^vo  fires  will  likewise 
be  crossed  by  a third,  of  a very  considerable  I’ange, 
from  a worh  in  the  front  of  our  intrenclied  cam})  on 
Long-Island ; which  work  is  likewise  answered  ]>y  a 
])attery  sunk  in  a cellar  on  the  o]:>})osite  wharf.  Such 
is  our  ]ilan  with  res}3ect  to  the  East-Biver.  - - 

Having  attentively  examined  the  fort  and  great 
batteries  under  it,  and  considered  whether  they  could 
be  of  any  })ossil)le  use  to  us,  I am  of  opinion  that,  as 
shi]:)S  of  great  burthen  can  a}:)})roach  so  near  the  latter, 
it  will  be  dangerous,  if  not  impractical)le,  to  su})})ort 
them.  The  fort  cannot,  for  the  same  reason,  l)e  de- 
fended. But  although  it  is  not  }3ossible,  in  our  hands, 
to  render  it  a fortification  of  offence  against  the  enemy, 
it  might,  in  their  }3ossession,  be  convei’ted  into  a citadel, 
to  kee}i  the  town  in  sul)jection.  These  considerations 
have  induced  me  to  throve  down  the  North-east  and 
North-west  Bastions,  with  the  communicating  curtain  ; 
so  that,  l)eing  entirely  oj^en  Ijehind,  and  a commanding 
traverse  thrown  across  the  Broadway,  with  three  guns 
mounted,  it  is  impossible  for  the  enemy  to  lodge  them- 
selves in  and  re]:)air  the  fort. 

The  North-Iiiver  is  so  extremely  wide  and  dee})  that 
it  is  in  vain  to  think  of  any  means  to  })revent  the  men- 
of-war  commanding  the  navigation  of  it ; but  it  does 
not  a})}:)ear  to  me  that  they  have  it  in  their  power  to 
annoy  dangerously  the  town,  much  less  to  destroy  it. 
It  is  true  an  accidental  shell  may  do  great  mischief ; 
but  the  effects  of  their  cannon  are  not,  I think,  much  to 
be  a}3}3rehended,  for  there  is  a most  fortunate  ridge  or 
eminence,  which  not  only  serves  as  a screen  of  })rotec- 
tion  for  the  town,  but  on  3\diich  any  number  of  l)atter- 
ies  may  be  erected,  to  kee}3  the  ships  at  a distance. 
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I must  ol)serve,  once  for  all,  that  New  York,  from 
its  circumstances,  can  witli  difficulty  be  made  a regular 
tenable  fortification  ; but  it  maybe  made  a most  ad- 
vantageous field  of  l)attle — so  advantageous  indeed, 
tliat  if  onr  people  beliave  with  common  spirit,  and  the 
commanders  are  men  of  discretion,  it  must  cost  the  en- 
emy many  thousands  of  men  to  get  possession  of  it. 
The  streets  must  be  traversed  and  barricaded,  so  as  to 
])revent  their  coming  on  onr  flanks,  and  three  redoubts 
thrown  up  on  the  three  eminences:  Judge  Jones’s,  Bay- 
ard’s Hill,  and  either  Lispenard’s  or  Halderman’s  house, 
on  Hudson’s  Biver.  But  these  means  are  not  to  be 
confined  to  the  town.  The  whole  Island  is  said  to  be 
]*edoubted  in  certain  regular  steps,  if  I may  so  express 
it,  (piite  to  King’s  Bridge.  These  redoulhs,  redans,  or 
hitches,  are  easily  thrown  up,  and  are  no  expense. 

The  leading  roads  from  Hudson’s  Biver,  whence  the 
enemy  can  alone  ap])roach,  must  l^e  obstructed  to  aifil- 
lery.  King’s  Bridge  must  be  sti’ongly  fortified,  to  pre- 
serve the  communication  free  and  open  with  Connecti- 
cut, on  which  Province  you  can  alone  depend  for  suc- 
cors of  men ; for  the  breadth  and  depth  of  the  North- 
Biver  renders  the  communication  with  Jersey  too  pre- 
carious. 

The  2:>ossession  and  security  of  Long-Island  is  cer- 
tainly of  still  greater  importance  than  Ne^v^-York.  I 
have  accordingly  marked  out  a canq:),  fortified  by  a 
chain  of  redoubts,  mutually  supporting  each  other,  and 
Avhich,  also  corres])onding  with  the  batteries  on  the 
Ne^v-York  side,  anuII  prevent  the  enemy’s  entering  or  re- 
maining in  the  East  Biver.  This  camp  is  intended  to 
contain  four  or  five  thousand  men.  Upon  the  whole, 
for  the  defence  of  Long  Island  and  New-York,  eight 
thousand,  at  least,  regular  troops,  will  be  necessary. 

With  respect  to  the  fort  on  Hudson’s  Biver,  in  the 
Highlands,  I must  refei*  the  Congress  to  the  re])ort  of 
Ca])tain  Smith,  who  was  sent  uj)  to  examine,  and  who 
is  extremely  caj)able  to  judge  and  advise. 

I have  now,  in  a military  capacity,  to  the  best  of 
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my  recollection,  mentioned  every  circnmstnnce  relative 
to  tlie  defence  and  security  of  New  York  and  Long- 
Island.  Blit  I tliink  it  my  duty  to  oliserve  that  all 
tliese  measures  will  l)e  totally  fruitless  unless  some  ])re- 
cantions  are  taken  witli  resjiect  to  tlie  professed  ene- 
mies of  American  liberty,  nested  in  tlie  very  spots 
where  they  can  do  the  greatest  mischief — Queen’s 
County  and  Btaten-Island.  The  bonds  they  have  given 
are  too  ridiculous  to  be  mentioned.  The  Association 
they  have  signed  they  consider  as  forced  n])on  them ; 
and,  consequently,  nnil.  When  our  troojis  are  oldiged 
to  remain  inactive  from  want  of  arms ; Avdien,  fi‘om 
this  deficiency,  the  Canada  expedition  is  at  a stand,  and 
New  York  and  Long  Island  left  open  to  the  invasions 
of  the  enemy,  is  it  not  a most  dangerous  neglect  and 
omission,  or  rather  unaccountalile  infatuation,  to  suffer 
considerable  liodies  of  avowed  foes  to  lie  possessed  of 
arms  for  your  destruction  ? What  })ossible  advantage 
can  result  from  such  a false  delicacy  ? I would  there- 
fore hnmlily  propose  that  the  inhabitants  of  Staten  Is 
land  sliould,  without  loss  of  time,  be  disarmed,  and  their 
arms  delivered  to  some  regiment  already  raised,  but 
unfurnished  with  muskets. 

I do  not  imao-ine  that  the  disarmiiiQ:  the  Tories  A^dll 
incapacitate  them  from  acting  against  us,  as  they  can 
easily  lie  supplied  by  the  shi})s.  I should,  therefore, 
think  it  prudent  to  secure  their  children  as  hostages. 
If  a measure  of  this  kind  (hard  as  it  may  a])pear)  is 
not  adopted,  the  children’s  children  of  America  may 
rue  the  fatal  omission. 


From  Gexeral  AVasiiixgtox. 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  March  14*^^  177(). 
Dear  Sir  : 

I am  indelited  to  you  for  your  three  several  favors, 
which  I should  have  acknowdedged  sooner,  had  not  the 
great  hurry  and  bustle  we  have  been  in  for  several  days 
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past  prevented.  You  liave  doul)tless  heard  l)efore  tliis 
time  of  our  l)eing  in  possession  of  Dorchester  Hill, 
^vliicli  important  business  was  executed  in  one  night, 
Avithont  any  loss.  The  enemy  w^ere  thrown  into  the  ut- 
most consternation  when  they  perceived  the  next  morn- 
ing, Avhat  had  been  effected  the  preceding  night,  and 
made  ])reparations  to  dislodge  iis.  Three  thousand  men, 
under  the  command  of  Lord  Percy,  were  drafted  for  this 
sei*vice ; but  a veiy  heavy  storm  of  wind  and  rain 
frustrated  their  design — in  my  o])inion  the  most  fo]*tu- 
nate  circumstance  for  them,  and  unfortunate  for  us,  that 
could  liave  ha])pened,  as  we  liad  everything  so  well  pre- 
])ared  for  their  reception,  that  I am  confident  we  should 
have  given  a very  good  account  of  them. 

I Avas  just  about  to  congratulate  you  on  your  aj)- 
pointment  to  the  command  in  Canada,  Avhen  I received 
the  account  that  your  destination  Avas  altered.  As  a 
Virginian  I must  rejoice  at  the  change ; l)ut  as  an  Amer- 
ican, I think  you  AAmuld  haA^e  done  more  essential  ser- 
Auce  to  the  common  cause  in  Canada.  For,  besides  the 
advantage  of  speaking  and  thinking  in  French,  an  officer 
AA  lio  is  acquainted  Avith  their  manners  and  customs  and 
has  travelled  in  their  country  must  certainly  take  the 
strongest  hold  of  their  affection  and  confidence. 

Y(au  mention  nothing  of  the  guard  that  Avent  Avith 
you  from  hence.  M’'  Palfrey  tells  me  you  intend  to 
take  them  Avitli  you.  As  it  Avill  create  great  confusion 
in  the  Pegimental  accounts,  and  they  can  Ije  of  no  great 
service  to  yon,  I must  beg  you  will  let  them  remain  in 
NeAV-York,  Avliere  they  aa  ill  l)e  soon  joined  l)y  their  re- 
S})ective  regiments.  I am  mucli  pleased  at  your  plans 
for  the  defence  and  security  of  YeAA-York.  • \Yhat  you 
ma}^  leave  unfinished  1 shall  order  the  commanding  offi- 
cer to  complete  as  soon  as  possible.  Lest  the  enemy 
should  meet  Avith  faAmralde  Avinds  on  their  passage,  and 
get  tliere  l^efore  our  army,  I haA^e  Avritten  to  Governoi* 
Truml)ull,  desiring  him  immediately  to  foiward  tAvo 
thousand  men,  and  have  also  requested  one  thousand 
from  the  Jerseys.  Tliis,  Avith  tlie  force  already  there, 
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I liope  will  be  a1)le  to  keep  tlie  Ministerial  Army  at  haj 
until  I can  arrive  with  the  main  body.  I most  sin 
cerely  wish  for  yonr  increase  of  health  and  every  bless- 
ing, and  am,  Dear  Sir, 

Yonr  most  atfectionate  friend  and  hble.  Servt. 

Gteorge  Wasiiixgtoj^. 

To  Major  Gen.  Lee.  ^ 


From  Isaac  Sears. 


Jamaica,  March  17,  1776. 

Sir, 

It  is  a duty  that  I owe  to  my  CommaiT  to  aquaint 
him  of  my  2:)roceedings  in  execute  the  order  he  gave 
me.  Yesterday  afternoon  I arived  at  Yewtown,  and 
tendered  the  oath  to  foui*  of  the  grate  Torries,  which 
they  swallowed  as  hard  as  if  it  was  a four  pound  shot, 
that  they  ware  trying  to  git  do^vn.  On  this  day  at  11 
o’clock,  I came  here,  whare  I sent  out  scouting  parties, 
and  have  ben  able  to  ketch  but  five  Torries,  and  they 
of  the  first  rank,  which  swallowed  the  oath.  The 
houses  are  so  scatering  it  is  impossible  to  ketch  many 
without  bosses  to  rid  after  thim.  But  I shall  exert  my- 
self to  ketch  the  gratest  part  of  the  ringledors,  and  be- 
leve  I shell  effect  it,  but  not  less  then  five  days  from 
this  time.  I can  asnre  yonr  honor  they  are  a set  of 
villins  in  this  country,  and  beleve  the  better  half  of 
them  are  wateing  for  soj^ort  and  intend  to  take  iq^  arms 
against  us.  And  it  is  my  oppinion  nothing  else  will  do 
})ut  i*emoveing  the  ringledors  to  a jJace  of  secuerty. 

From  your  most  ob^  HuiY®  SiF 

Isaac  Sears. 
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To  John  Hancock. 

Baltimore,  March  y®  21®*  1776 

Sip, 

At  the  earnest  desire  of  the  gentlemen  of  this  place 
I have  ])ass’d  this  day  in  examining  the  works  thrown 
np  for  the  defence  of  the  Town  against  shipping.  I 
find  ’em,  according  to  the  best  judgment  I am  able  to 
form,  in  general  well  concerted,  and  believe  when  they 
are  coni2)leted,  that  the  Town  will  (in  military  ])hrase) 
be  (T insult.  As  I was  assured  at  Philade]j)hia  by 

the  Delegates  of  Virginia  and  Carolina,  that  thei'c  was 
not  a single  field  Engineer  in  their  Provinces,  I have 
ventured  to  engage  a Mr.  Massenl)ach,  a young  German, 
who,  from  the  conversation  I have  liad  with  him,  seems 
to  be  a sufficient  master  of  the  business.  I ho})e  the 
Congress  will  a|:)2)rove  of  the  ste2X 

I must  now,  Sir,  beg  leave  to  ex23ress  my  concern 
that  my  conduct  in  administering  an  oath  to  the  dis- 
affected in  Long  Island  should  have  brought  down  such 
a thundering  stigma  on  my  head.  I myself  saw  and 
confessed  the  irregularity  of  the  2^i*oceeding.  There  is 
likewise  no  man  more  sensible  than  myself  of  the  neces- 
sity of  ])ridling  in  time  the  im2)etuosity  and  license  of 
the  military.  But  as  I had  received  orders  from  the 
Congress  to  take  every  ste2)  for  the  security  of  ^7. 
York,  as  I had  reason  to  ex2)ect  the  enemy  every  liour, 
as  T thought  the  least  delay  might  be  of  the  most  dan- 
gerous consequence,  and,  al)ove  all,  as  I was  conscious 
of  neither  loeing  actuated  l)y  S2)leen,  2>assion,  ca2)rice, 
nor  2)rejudice,  but  merely  and  2^urely  by  a2)2^rehensions 
for  the  2)i^blic  safety,  I 2)ostponed  all  considerations, 
and  hazarded  so  irregular  a measure.  I confess  that 
I ex])ected  a i*e2)rimand,  but  flattered  myself  that  it 
might  have  been  conveyed  to  me  in  a less  severe 
manner  than  l)y  a 2>ffi>lic  resolve. — As  I consider  the 
Congress  as  the  most  respectable  sovereign  in  the  world, 
(indeed  in  my  o2)inion  it  is  the  only  legitimate  one,) 
their  2)ublic  censure  sinks  clee^)  in  my  S2)irits,  and  I sin- 
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cerely  wisli  that  a natural  warnitli  of  tera2)er  and  (if 
I may  so  express  it)  an  immoderate  zeal  for  tlie  rights 
and  safety  of  this  country  may  never  hniTy  me  a second 
time  into  any  measure  which  ma}^  so  justly  merit  repre- 
hension. 

I am,  Sir,  with  the  greatest  respect. 

Your  most  ob’t  and  humble  ser’t, 

Charles  Lee. 

To  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


From  John  Eustace. 

New-York,  March  76. 

My  Dear  General, 

Yours  and  M*"  Byrd’s  baggage,  I have  brought  to 
town,  and  Lord  Stirling  has  promised  to  have  them  for- 
warded to  you  immediately.  I was  so  much  set  upon 
going  to  Canada,  that  upon  hearing  of  your  being  or- 
dered to  Virginia  I was  quite  disappointed ; as  I was 
ceidain  that  it  would  occasion  a separation  for  a small 
space  of  time.  The  reasons  I need  not  tell  you. 

As  this  is  the  case,  and  I am  at  present  un]:>rovided 
for  I Avou’d  esteem  it  as  a singulai*  favor,  if  yon  wou’d 
honor  me  with  an  epistle,  and  let  me  know  in  what 
manner  to  pi*oceed,  as  I at  jn-esent  look  upon  you  as  my 
patron.  I wou’d  rather  remain  Idle  for  some  time  than 
do  anything  without  or  contrary  to  your  immediate  de- 
sire. There  were  some  cloaths  of  at  the  taylors, 
these  I brought  with  me  and  your  Summer  Hat.  This 
I knew  you’d  have  occasion  for  in  Virg^  They  will  go 
with  the  rest.  I have  also  two  shoulder-knots  w""^  I 
will  send  by  the  first  safe  oiq^ortunity. 

I can  with  pleasure  inform  my  good  friend  Otway 
(though  I believe  contrary  to  his  expectations)  that  all 
his  cloaths  are  here  with  me  & will  acconq)any  yours. 

All  his  papers  I have  also ; these  with  the  siioulder 
knots  I will  send  by  the  first  opportunity  going  imme- 
* d lately  to  Virginia. 
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As  I expect  to  he  lionor’d  witli  a letter  by  first  op- 
portunity I woii’d  l)e  glad  if  you  wou’d  let  me  know 
yoTir  Address  that  I may  know  liow  to  direct  to  you. 
Mine  is  to  ])lain  Jack  Eustace  to  y®  care  of  Brig.  Gen. 
Tlionpison,  Tory  Town,  alias  New  York. 

Martins  desires  her  respectful  compliments  to 
you  Sl  lio])es  you  will  excuse  her  for  the  liberty  she 
took  in  enclosing  a letter  for  my  Sister  to  you. 

Tliat  you  may  1:>e  crown’d  witli  that  success  w®^  you 
merit  is  the  sincere  wish  of  your  most  O'"*  & very 
HunT^®  Serv^ 

J.  Eustace. 

Best  Kespects  to  Sj)ada.  No  News.  I shall  re- 
meml)er  your  latin,  Fac  Valeas,  me  Ainas  & studiose 
legas.”  God  bless  you. 

The  HoiE^®  Major  Geifi  Lee,  Virginia. 


From  Biciiari)  Hexry  Lee. 

[Philadelphia,  March  25,  1776.] 

My  Dear  Friend, 

1 liave  just  received  your  letter  from  Baltimore 
covering  one  for  M""  Hancock.  My  Brother  who  was 
jiresent  in  Congress  when  the  Besolve  you  allude  to 
passed,  says  that  every  Gentleman  acknowledged  the 
necessity  under  which  you  acted,  and  approved  the 
measure.  The  jirecedent  alone  they  feared,  when  less 
judgment  was  used.  They  endeavored  therefore  to 
guai'd  against  pointing  at  you  hj  directing  their  Besolve 
to  future  occasions.  As  then  there  was  no  design  to  re- 
fiect  on  you,  so  we  have  concluded  that  tlie  better  way 
will  be  not  to  present  the  letter,  but  content  ourselves 
witli  informing  Congress  of  your  having  taken  the  En- 
gineers and  getting  their  approbation.  Gen.  Washing- 
ton entered  Boston  this  day  sennight,  the  Enemy  having 
quitted  it  with  some  jirecipitation,  and  apjiarent  appre- 
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liension  of  l)eing  distHrl)ed  in  tlieir  retreat.  To  prevent 
tills,  tliey  left  their  works  niideinolislied,  and  placed 
images  large  as  life  representing  Soldiei’s  on  guard  as 
nsnal  on  Bunker  Hill — Onr  friend  Sullivan  first  discov- 
ered the  cheat.  They  have  left  30  of  their  liglit  Horse 
behind  them  almost  famislied,  and  stores  to  the  amonnt 
of  25  or  30,000  pounds.  Where  they  will  go  next, 
heaven  knows,  but  we  must  endeavour  to  lie  prejiared 
at  all  points.  I this  day  moved  in  Congress  and  suc- 
ceeded, to  send  an  order  for  four  liattalions  to  be  de- 
tached for  Canada  from  Gen.  Washington’s  Army.  I 
am  afraid  we  shall  loose  poor  Gov""  Ward,  who  now  lies  ^ 
dangerously  ill  Avith  tlie  small  pox  taken  in  tlie  natural 
Awiy.  The  Eastern  Army  Avill  all  be  at  N.Y.  presently. 

I sincerely  wisli  yon  happy  and  successful  because 
I am  Avitli  great  affection  Yours 

Kiciiard  Henry  Lee. 
General  Lee,  at  Williamsburg,  in  Virginia. 


Proceedings  of  the  Comaqttee  of  York. 

In  Committee  of  Observation  for  tlie  County  of  York 
(Pensilv'')  the  26*^  day  of  March,  1776. 

Cajit.  Grier  Commander  of  General  Lee’s  Guard, 
having  re])resented  to  this  Board  that  a number  of  his 
Company  IniA^e  lieen  seized  Avith  small  pox  and  other 
disorders,  and  that  it  is  thought  most  expedient  to  in- 
oculate such  of  tlie  Company,  as  liaAm  not  had  the  small 
pox,  and  requesting  the  Committee  may  take  charge  of 
their  arms,  and  use  their  best  endeaAmnrs  to  procure 
lodgings  and  accomodations  for  the  sick  men.  It  is 
Besoh^ed,  That  the  Arms  he  deposited  in  the  hands 
of  Major  Donaldson  & Captain  Irwin;  and  that  this 
Committee  use  their  best  endeaAmnrs  to  procure  com- 
fortable lodgings  and  accommodations  for  the  sick  men. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

Jaaies  Saiith,  Chairman. 
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Address  of  Virginia  Officers. 

To  Ills  Excellenca"  Major  General  Lee. 

Sir, 

Your  iniicli  wished  for  arrival  in  Williamsburg'^^ 
afPoi'ds  a ])leasing  opportunity,  to  the  Officers  of  the 
Virginia  Forces  in  this  City,  to  exjiress  the  liigh  satis- 
faction they  have  on  your  appointment  to  the  command 
of  the  Sontliern  Department.  Perfectly  convinced  of 
^miir  great  abilities  as  a Commander,  and  of  your  firm 
attachment  to  the  cause  of  America,  we  entertain  the 
most  sanguine  hopes,  tliat  the  American  sword  has  not 
been  drawn  in  vain  to  vindicate  violated  rights,  and  in 
opposition  to  a blood  thirsty  King  and  Ministry.  We 
shall  rejoice  to  unite  with  you  in  this  great  design,  and 
endeavour  by  a strict  attention  to  the  duties  of  onr  sev- 
eral stations,  to  estalilish  American  freedom  on  a last- 
ing and  Permanent  Basis. 

March  30th  177G. 


To  Lieut.  Col.  Frank  Eppes. 

Williamsburg,  30^^  March  1776. 

Sir, 

I must  desire  that  on  the  receipt  of  this  you  will 
either  youi*self  reconnoitre  and  examine,  or  order  some 
other  intelligent  Officer  to  reconnoitre  and  examine 
the  state  situation  and  circumstances  of  Lord  Dunmore 
and  the  peojde  under  his  command,  I mean  with  respect 
to  the  form  strength  and  extent  of  his  retrenchuient, 

* [From  the  Diary  of  Col.  William  Cabell,  a member  of  the  Committee 
of  Safety  in  Virginia — “1770,  March  28.  GenU  Lee  arrived  in  W"®  burg 
and  dined  with  the  Committee  of  Safety,  wiiich  was  the  first  day  of  their 
having  a full  board  since  their  institution.”  The  ])apers  of  the  day  give  his 
arrival  as  on  the  29th  “ attended  l)y  Otwvay  Byrd  and  Lewis  iMorris,  Esq’rs, 
liis  Excellency’s  Aids  de  Cam}),  his  Secretary,  ]Mr.  Nourse,  ]Mons.  Le  Brim, 
Engineer,  and  the  rest  of  his  suite.” — (Jomtitiitional  Gazette:  April  18, 
1770.  Penn.  May.  April:  1770,  p.  197.] 
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wliat  is  tlie  nature  of  the  ground  near  it  ? l)y  what 
means  the  shi])s  and  Troops  are  sup})lied  with  water 
whether  they  supply  themselves  from  one  two  three  or 
several  sources  ? whether  it  is  practical)le  or  impracti- 
cable to  prevent  their  being  snpply’d  ])y  fortifying  and 
possessing  ourselves  of  the  watering  places  ? 

I am  Sir 

Your  most  obedient  Servant 

Charles  Lee. 

To  Lieut.  Cob  Eppes  or  Officer 

Commanding  the  Post  at  Kemp’s  Landing  Place. 


From  Lieut.  Col.  Frank  Eppes. 

Kemps,  March  31,  1776. 

Sir, 

I congratulate  you  on  your  appointment  and  arrival, 
and  shall  immediately  proceed  to  execute  the  com- 
mands I had  the  honor  to  receive  this  night.  At 
present  I can  only  say  that  Lord  Diinmore’s  entrench- 
ment is  near  a quarter  of  a mile  in  length,  running 
nearly  in  a straight  course  from  cove  to  cove,  including 
Tucker’s  mills  and  bake  liouse^  with  about  two  acres  of 
land,  in  which  they  keep  their  hospital  and  exercise  the 
blacks,  whose  numlier  is  between  2 and  300 ; these, 
together  with  about  40  Kegulars  of  the  14^^  Kegiment 
the  marines  of  the  Liverjiool,  Otter,  and  sometimes  the 
Poeluick,  and  the  tory  Volunteers  of  Norfolk,  who 
may  perhaps  amount  to  near  a hundred,  compose  Lord 
Dunmore’s  Avhole  force,  unless  you  include  the  sailors 
on  board  a fleet  of  70  or  80  sail  of  small  Vessels,  with 
a few  large  ones,  whose  number  it  is  impossible  to 
ascertain : The  Fleet  are  furnished  with  water  from 
the  Distillery  on  one  side  of  the  river,  and  Tucker’s 
mills  on  the  other  side.  The  former  within  two  hun- 
dred yards  of  the  Dunmore,  and  in  convenient  reach  from 
the  Otter,  A the  latter  included  within  the  intrench- 
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Hieiit,  and  under  tlie  command  of  the  Liverpool  cfe  Otter, 
who  have  stationed  themselves  in  the  best  manner  for 
tlie  protection  of  it.  The  ground  near  it,  is  rather 
higdier  than  the  retrenchment,  but  has  no  slielter  for 
near  a half  mile  before  you  get  to  it,  l)eing  an  oj^en  old 
held.  The  depth  of  the  ditch  thro’  which  the  water 
runs,  is  al)ove  8 feet,  the  width  uncertain.  I cannot  as 
yet  learn  the  numljer  of  cannon  his  Lordship  has 
mounted,  nor  how  many  men  constantly  reside  ^vithin 
their  lines.  They  are  supplied  \\dth  many  conveniences 
from  Portsmouth  and  the  Western  branch,  and  if  we 
had  not  continued  at  this  Post,  the  Avhole  County  of 
Pj’incess  Ann  would  have  lain  at  their  mercy,  and  the 
comniuuication  between  Carolina  and  tlie  tieet  have 
been  opened  to  the  very  great  advantage  of.  the  latter. 
The  scouting  parties  from  this  place  have  hitherto  ef- 
fectually jirevented  it  on  this  side  the  Piver,  and  if  the 
same  steps  had  been  taken  on  the  othei*  side,  and  on 
the  Avestern  })i*anch,  they  would  have  been  reduced  to 
gi*eater  distress  than  they  are  at  present.  By  an  en- 
trenchment ill  the  mouths  of  the  cannon  at  the  Dis- 
tillery, we  might  perhaps  greatly  annoy  the  enemy  for 
a ^vhile,  but  there  is  no  mode  of  preventing  it  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Eiver,  without  the  possession  of 
Tucker’s  Mills.  In  short,  I do  not  tliink  we  can  pre- 
vent them  from  watering,  with  the  force  we  have  here. 
Besides  the  Liveipool,  King  Fisher,  Otter,  A Boelnick 
ships  of  [War],  there  are  the  Dunmore,  the  William, 
the  Anna,  ships  of  force,  and  a [great]  number  of 
armed  tenders.  If  a raft  could  be  jR'ivately  constructed 
[it  might]  do  immense  mischief  to  the  crowd  of  Vessels 
lying  at  Korfolk.  I shall  be  able  to  give  you  a fuller 
account  upon  my  return,  which  shall  be  with  great  ex- 
jiedition.  There  are  many  valuable  effects  belonging 
to  the  tory  jirisoners  in  this  county ; I should  be  glad 
to  receive  some  Orders  about  them.  In  consequence  of 
a late  Act  of  parliament,  upon  which  the  enclosed  ])ro- 
clamation  is  founded.  Lord  Dunmore  has  seized  upon 
all  the  Vessels  at  Noifolk,  whose  owners  are  not  on 
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board,  and  confiscated  them  to  the  King’s  nse.  There 
has  been  a very  heavy  firing  yesterday  and  last  night, 
I dare  say  above  500  cannon  either  in  the  bay  or  at  sea  ; 
from  the  change  of  place  there  seems  to  have  been  a 
smart  pursuit.  I sent  out  a party  on  horseback  last 
night,  who  are  not  yet  returned. 

I am,  Sir,  very  respectfnlly, 

Y""  most  Obed^  Servant 

Frank  Eppes. 

To  Major  General  Lee, 

AYilliamsbnrg. 


From  Kiciiard  FLenry  Lee. 

Philadelphia,  April,  1776. 

My  dear  Friend, 

I hope  my  former  reasons  for  not  delivering  your 
letter  to  the  President  will  meet  your  approbation. 
Since  I wrote  you  last,  the  Congress  Jias  appointed  two 
Engineers  for  the  Southern  department,  M’'  John  Stad- 
ler,  now  in  Virginia,  and  the  young  German  Massen- 
liach  ^vdiom  you  took  with  you  from  Baltimore.  They 
have  also  aj^pointed  Mons'’  Dohicky  Arundel  (who  I 
exjiect  will  deliver  you  this)  a Captain  of  Artillery  in 
the  Continental  service  with  the  following  resolve, 
“ That  General  Lee  be  directed  to  set  on  foot  the  rais- 
ing a Company  of  Artillery,  and  that  it  be  recommended 
to  the  Convention  or  Committee  of  Safety  of  A^irginia 
to  appoint  the  other  officers  of  said  Company  of  Artil- 
lery.” The  better  opinion  now  is,  that  Gen.  Howe  wull 
rest  awhile  at  Halifax,  and  embrace  the  first  opportu- 
nity of  jmshing  up  to  the  relief  of  Quebec,  and  we  are 
making  ready  to  meet  him  there.  I think  the  number 
of  men  already  ordered  for  that  country  amounts  to 
more  than  10,000.  A\^e  are  informed  that  General 
Ho^ve  carried  off  all  his  American  prisoners  with  him 
in  chains.  The  people  of  New-York  have  collected  and 
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})iiriit  piil)lic]vly  every  copy  tliey  could  find  of  Plain 
Truth,  and  they  have  treated  the  Effigies  of  Try  on  in 
the  same  manner.  The  arrival  of  10  tons  of  powder 
and  a considerable  quantity  of  sail  cloth  to  the  East- 
ward is  all  the  news  we  have  here.  Farewell  my  dear 
filend,  I wish  you  happy,  healthy,  and  successful. 

Kiciiard  Henry  Lee. 

Cato  still  continues  to  write  nonsense,  and  the  other 
Tories  to  forge  lies  about  the  Commissioners. 

General  Lee, 

at  Williamsburg,  in  Virginia. 


From  the  President  of  Congress. 

Philadeljihia,  April  1,  1776. 

Sir, 

The  Congress  having  appointed  M’”  Dohicky  Arun- 
del Captain  of  an  Artillery  Company  in  the  Continental 
Service,  and  directed  him  to  re])air  to  the  Southern  De- 
])artment,  and  there  to  juit  himself  under  your  command, 
I liave  it  in  charge  from  that  body  to  inform  you  that 
you  are  directed  to  set  on  foot  the  raising  a company  of 
artillery.  This  you  will  endeavour  to  accomplish  as 
early  as  possible,  being  very  sensible  tlie  service  calls 
for  sncli  a company,  that  we  may  be  the  better  enabled 
to  defend  ourselves  and  annoy  our  enemies. 

Tlie  Convention,  or  Committee  of  Safety  of  Virginia 
to  whom  I write  l)y  tliis  conveyance,  are  requested  to 
ap2)oint  the  other  officers  of  tlie  said  Company. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
and  very  humble  servant. 

John  Hancock, 

President. 

To  the  Hon.  Major  Gen.  Lee. 
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To  Edmund  Pendleton. 

Williamsl)urg,  April  y®  2'^'^  1776. 

Sir, 

I concluded  tliat  tlie  Powder  sent  from  Pliiladelpliia 
Awas  destin’d  for  tliis  place — tliis  at  least  is  tlie  proper 
place  for  it;  and  I do  not  find  tliat  any  Continental 
Store  Officers  are  at  Fredericksburg.  I suppose  your 
Letter  or  directions  to  the  Committee  there  Avill  lie 
sufficient  to  forward  it  to  W^^bnrg.  Yon  will  therefore 
much  oblige  me  in  taking  upon  yourself  this  trouble. 

I am  Sir,  with  the  greatest  respect  yonrs,  Ac. 

Charles  Lee. 

To  Edmund  Pendleton,  Esq. 

President  of  the  Committee  of  Safety. 


To  Colonels  Peachy  and  Mercer. 

Williamsburg  April  y®  2*"'^  177 6. 

Sir, 

As  there  is  the  greatest  reason  to  conclude,  (for  at 
least  it  is  the  most  natural  surmise)  that  if  the  enemy 
arrive  with  considerable  force,  the  possession  of  Wil- 
liamsburg and  York  Avill  be  their  first  object:  as  the 
possession  of  these  jilaces  Avould  give  an  air  of  supe- 
riority and  dignity  to  their  arms,  Avhich  in  these  slave 
countries  is  a matter  of  infinite  importance;  I think  it 
necessary  to  take  the  measures  necessary  to  defeat  AAdiat 
I conclude  Avill  be  their  design.  I must  therefore 
desire  that  you  Avill  march  your  Kegiment  doAvn  to  this 
place  Avithout  delay. 

I am  Sii*,  your  most  ob^  humble  serA^ant 

Charles  Lee,  Major  General. 

To  CoP  Peachy,  Pichmond  Court  House  ji  Express 

The  same  AAmrd  for  Avord  to  CoP  Mercer,  Dumfries, 
Exjiress. 
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To  Colonel  Christian. 

Williamsburg,  y®  2?  April,  1776. 

Sir, 

I must  request  that  you  will  take  the  trouble  to 
reconnoitre  the  l)anks  of  Janies  Kiver  in  the  following 
manner : 

You  will  begin  from  the  Swamp  on  the  left  of  Mr. 
Johnson’s  house,  wliich  is  a little  to  the  left  of  Burrel’s 
Ferry,  and  proceed  downwards. 

You  are  to  observe  and  report  the  number  of  bays 
or  landing  places  convenient  for  the  disembarking 
Troops  and  Cannon. 

The  nature  of  the  heights  which  command  ’em. 

Whether  these  landing  places  are  at  the  foot  of 
Eavines  or  Swamps. 

AVhether  the  Eavines  are  firm  or  boggy. 

AYliat  is  the  leimth  of  the  Eavines. 

O 

AVliether  the  heights  on  the  flanks  of  the  Eavines 
are  scarped  or  of  tolerable  easy  ascent. 

AVhat  sort  of  Country  the  Enemy  (on  the  supposi- 
tion they  can  land)  are  oldig’d  to  march  tlirough  until 
they  fall  into  the  high  common  road  leading  to  Wil- 
liamsburg. 

AVlietlier  it  is  woody  or  clear.  If  woody,  what  sort 
of  wood. 

AVhat  distance  from  one  bay  or  landing  place  to 
another. 

In  short,  you  are  to  report  ivliat  you  think  of  the 
facility  or  dihiculty,  which  they  will  find  in  landing  or 
proceeding  from  any  particular  spot  where  you  sup- 
pose it  is  possible  or  prol)able  they  may  land  to  Wil- 
liams1)urg. 

I am.  Sir, 

Your  most  ob^  liumble  Servant 

Charles  Lee,  Major  General. 

To  Col?  Christian. 
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From  Col.  AYilliam  Peachy. 

Piclimond  County,  April  3?  1776. 

Sir, 

I tills  moment  received  your’s  by  Express,  and  sliall 
fortliwitli  proceed  to  give  the  necessary  orders  for  col- 
lecting the  Companies  of  this  Eegiment;  only  live 
liave  yet  rendezvoused  at  Pichmond  Court  House,  one 
at  Westmoreland,  and  one  at  Northumlierland  Court 
House,  these  seven  musketry,  very  indilferently  armed 
or  accoutred,  and  no  ammunition  come  to  hand,  nor 
have  I heard  of  either  of  tlie  Pihe  Companies  or  the 
Lieutenant  Colonel ; The  Contractor  for  provisions  but 
just  come,  and  in  short  everything  in  disorder,  so  that 
it  must  be  several  days  at  least  before  they  can  get  in 
motion,  but  every  possible  Expedition  shall  be  used  in 
compliance  with  your  order. 

I am  Sir,  Your  most  Obedient  him  A®  Servant 

W^  Peachy. 

To  Major  General  Lee. 


From  Col.  Hugh  Mercer. 

Dumfries  P.^  April  1776. 

Sir, 

Agreeable  to  your  Orders,  I have  enclosed  a Peturn 
of  the  third  Pegiment  of  the  Virginian  Forces.  As 
soon  as  Tents  can  be  j)i‘ovided  I intend  to  encamp  at 
Alexandria  for  the  purpose  of  training  the  Officers  and 
men,  Init  shall  leave  a proper  guard  here. 

I have  the  honor  Ac.  to  be  Sir  Ac. 

Hugh  Mercer. 


To  the  Hon.  Major  Gen.  Lee. 
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To  Edwaed  Kutledge. 

Williamsburg,  April  y®  3^^ 

My  Dear  Sir, 

I have  nothing  of  sufficient  importance  to  trouble 
the  Congress  Avith,  but  shall  teaze  you  with  a few 
Avords  ; I am  exactly  in  the  same  situation  I expected, 
puzzled  where  to  go,  or  fix  myself  from  an  uncertainty 
of  the  Enemies  design  : I can  therefore  only  act  by  sur- 
mise, the  general  opinion  is  that  they  will  aim  at  this 
part  of  Virginia,  viz : York  A Williamsburg,  or  that 
they  will  fix  their  head  Quarters  in  North  Carolina  ; it 
has  been  already  asserted  that  Mi\  Clinton  was  landed 
with  1500  men  at  Wilmington — a Letter  from  Briga- 
dier Howe  dated  from  Edenton  says  that  it  is  believed 
but  not  ascertained ; I wait  for  further  Intelligence,  in 
the  meantime,  I shall  employ  myself  in  rendring  this 
place  and  York  as  inaccessible  as  possible,  for  it  is  my 
own  private  perswasion  that  they  will  endeavor  to  pos- 
sess themselves  of  the  Capitol,  not  only  as  it  is  really  a 
most  tempting  and  advantageous  post  from  command- 
ing two  liivers  and  a most  abundant  Country ; but  it 
would  give  an  air  of  superiority  and  dignity  to  their 
ai*ms,  which  in  this  Slave  Country  might  be  attended 
with  important  consequences  by  the  impi-essions  it  would 
make  in  the  minds  of  the  Negroes.  I wish  we  had  a 
couple  of  good  Begiments,  more  in  South  Carolina,  it 
would  then  be  perhaps  hors  d’insult — the  ajDath}-  of 
this  Province  seems  to  go  passibiis  sequis  with  that  of 
some  other  Provinces  ; notwithstanding  the  perswasion 
A assurances  of  all  the  officers,  that  the  Tories  a1:)out 
Norfolk  will  most  certainly  repair  to  the  Tyrant’s  Stand- 
ard, A have  proj^osed  means  of  securing  them,  they 
say  such  means  Avould  be  violent  & cruel,  in  short,  as 
your  affairs  prosper,  the  timidity  of  the  senatorial  part 
of  the  Continent  great  and  small  grows  and  extends  it- 
self : l)y  the  eternal  God,  unless  you  declare  yourselves 
independent,  establish  a more  certain  and  fixed  legisla- 


THE  LEE  PAPERS. 


ture  than  that  of  a temporary  courtesy  of  the  people, 
you  1‘iehly  deserve  to  he  enslaved,  Sl  I think  it  far  from 
im])ossible,  that  it  should  l)e  your  lot,  as  without  a more 
systematical  intercourse  with  France  and  Holland,  we 
cannot.  We  have  not  the  means  of  carrying  on  the  War. 
Adieu. 

Yours  C.  Lee. 

To  Edward  Entledge,  Esq. 

Meniher  of  the  Continental  Congress. 


To  Lieut.  Colonel  Eppes. 

Williamsburg  y®  April  1776. 

Sir, 

I think  myself  extremely  obliged  to  you  for  your 
full,  distinct,  and  accurate  Letter,  I must  therefore  only 
beg  that  you  will  immediately  send  me  your  o2:)inioii 
what  post  must  be  occupied  & what  force  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  give  us  the  command  of  this  Western  Brandi 
so  as  to  prevent  their  procuring  further  supplies; — the 
Tory  confiscated  goods  I think  you  had  better  forward 
to  Suffolk  : Doctor  Skinner  who  is  to  be  there  may 
examine  whether  they  contain  any  necessaries  for  the 
sick ; He  is  to  take  of  course  what  he  thinks  requisite 
for  their  use — As  soon  as  I have  finished  my  Plan  for 
the  security  of  this  j)lace  and  York,  I intend  doing  my 
self  the  pleasure  of  visiting  your  Post — Could  a raft  be 
prepared  for  the  purposes  you  mention  ? 

I am  Sir 

Yours  A"" 

Charles  Lee. 

To  Lieut.  Cob  Epps. 

Kenq^s  Landing,  p Doctor  Skinner. 
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To  THE  President  of  the  Council  of  Safety  of 
North  Carolina. 


Williamsburg  April  y®  5,  1776. 

Sir, 

Tlie  subject  of  tliis  Letter  appearing  to  me  of  ex- 
ceeding im])ortance  I have  resolved  to  dispatch  an 
Express  to  inform  you  that  the  Eoebuck,  a King’s 
ship  of  forty  four  guns  has  for  some  time  left  the 
Cajies  of  Virginia;  and,  as  we  hear  is  now  lying  olf 
the  bay  of  Delaware,  with  a design  to  intercept  the 
Continental  fleet.  At  Norfolk  i*emain  the  Liverpool,  a 
thirty  gun  Frigate:  the  Otter  Sloop  of  fourteen  Guns 
A some  Tenders,  together  with  a shij)  Lord  Dunmore 
on  lioard,  of  little  or  no  force,  and  a number  of  Vessels 
lielonging  to  the  Tories,  Avitli  valualfle  cai’goes  A 
prizes  amo anting  by  a reasonable  estimate  to  £140,000 
sterling;  if  Mr.  Hopkins  is  at  Cape  Fear,  would  it  not 
be  a good  measure  to  inform  him,  how  sure  a prey 
these  ships  at  Norfolk,  with  their  immense  treasure 
of  Goods,  arms,  ammunition,  A other  military  stores 
would  be  to  him,  was  he  to  come  into  the  Capes  of 
Virginia?  It  is  not  j^robable  our  fleet  can  keep  the 
sea  niucli  longer,  a number  of  British  Shij)s  of  war 
being  ex])ected  soon  on  the  American  coast,  this  last 
mentioned  stroke  would  then  lie  a glorious  conclusion ; 
and  if  it  should  be  necessary  aftenvards  to  keep  in  a 
safe  harbor,  liy  erecting  a Battery  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river  leading  to  Norfolk,  the  Navy  of  Great  Britain 
might  be,  from  the  nature  of  the  Navigation,  prevented 
from  getting  up.  I am  extremely  anxious  to  know  the 
state  of  your  Province,  of  the  State,  number  and 
quality  of  your  Troops,  any  assistance  which  can  be 
afforded  you  by  this  Province,  as  far  as  de])ends  on 
me,  you  may  command;  I should  have  set  out  lief  ore 
this  for  your  Province,  but  the  confusion,  disorder  A 
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deficiencies  of  Virginia,  oblige  me  to  pass  a few  more 
days  in  my  present  Quarters. 

I am,  Sir,  witli  tlie  greatest  Respect, 

Yonr  most  ol)edient  Servant 

Charles  Lee,  Major  General. 

I forgot  to  mention  tliat  tlie  Ships  here  are  wretch- 
edly manned. 

To  The  Ilon^'^®  The  President  of  the  Council  of  Safety, 
North  Carolina  P Express. 


To  General  Robert  Howe. 

Williamsburg,  April  y®  5^^  1776. 

Sir, 

I had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  yours  the  day  lie- 
fore  yesterday,  & think  myself  very  mncli  flattered  by 
tlie  good  opinion  you  have  conceived  of  me,  I Avish  you 
may  never  bave  reason  to  think  you  have  form’d  it 
without  foundation ; I slionld  have  been  exti'emely 
sorry  had  you  put  off  your  necessary  jaunt  to  Carolina 
merely  through  attention  to  me.  Your  presence  there 
must  at  this  time  be  of  the  greatest  importance,  and  I 
fancy  it  will  become  every  day  more  important : my 
own  situation  is  extremely  disagreeable  from  an  un- 
certainty of  the  Enemies  designs.  I know  not  where 
to  turn  me,  where  to  fix  myself.  I may  be  in  the 
North,  when  as  Richard  says,  I should  serve  my 
sovereign  in  the  West.  I would  willingly  take  a cer- 
tain step,  but  from  the  excessive  prudence  and  economy 
of  this  Committee  of  Safety  am  totally  unprovided 
with  the  necessary  materials — the  distribution  of  their 
Troops  is  likewise  a master  piece — I wonder  they  did 
not  carry  it  still  further,  and  post  one  or  two  men  liy 
way  of  general  security  in  every  individual  Gentle- 
man’s house.  I beg  Sir,  should  Mr.  Clinton  land  and 
attempt  to  take  jiost,  that  you  will  immediately  inform 
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me  1)y  Express  of  his  situation,  circumstances  and 
force,  as  likewise  of  the  state  of  your  Troops,  Regulars, 
militia,  ckc.,  of  their  numbers  and  quality,  of  their 
^vants  and  deficiencies — any  assistance  that  we  can 
afford  you,  you  may  depend  upon ; 1 must  apprize  you 
that  we  have  little  or  no  cannon,  and  not  a single  tool 
for  Field  works,  how  are  you  off  in  the  article  of  en- 
trenching Tools?  you  can  expect  no  arms — You  will 
naturally  ask  what  I mean  hj  assistance  with  these 
exceptions,  I mean  if  the  Enemy  make  your  Province 
their  ol)ject,  I will  immediately  march  myself  with 
whatever  Troops  can  be  spared,  in  the  mean  time  be- 
lieviB  me.  Sir,  to  be  with  the  greatest  respect 

Your  most  Obedient  humble  Servant 

Charles  Lee. 

To  Brigadier  Geih  Polk  Howe, 

Edenton,  No.  Carolina, 

P.  Express. 


To  General  Washington. 

■ Willi amsburgh,  April  5,  1776. 
My  Dear  General  : 

I most  sincerely  congratulate  you,  I congratulate  the 
publick,  on  the  great  and  glorious  event  of  your  pos- 
session of  Boston.  It  will  be  a most  bright  page  in  the 
annals  of  America,  and  a most  abominable  black  one  in 
tliose  of  the  Beldam  Bjitain.  Go  on,  my  dear  Genl, 
crown  yourself  with  glory  and  establish  the  liberties 
and  lustre  of  your  country  on  a foundation  more  per- 
manent than  the  Capitol  Bock.  My  situation  is  just  as 
I expected.  I am  afraid  tliat  I sliall  make  a shabby 
figure,  without  any  real  demerits  of  my  own.  I am 
like  a dog  in  a dancing  school — I know  not  where  to 
turn  myself,  where  to  fix  myself.  The  circumstances 
of  the  country,  intersected  l)y  navigable  rivers;  the  un- 
certainty of  the  enejiiys  designs  and  motions,  who  can 
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fly  in  an  instant  to  any  spot  where  they  chose  with  tlieir 
canvass  wings,  thro^v  me  or  would  have  thrown  Julius 
Caesar,  into  this  inevita])le  dilemma.  I may  be  possibly 
l)e  in  the  North,  when  (as  Kichard  says)  I should  serve 
my  sovereign  in  the  West.  I can  only  act  from  sur- 
mise and  have  a very  good  chance  of  surmising  wrong. 
I am  sorry  to  grate  your  ears  with  a truth,  Imt  must  at 
all  events  assure  you  that  the  Provincial  Congress  of 
New  York  are  angels  of  decision  when  compared  with 
your  countrymen — the  Committee  of  Safety  assend^led 
at  Williamsburgh.  Page,  Lee,  Mercer,  and  Payne,  are 
indeed,  exceptions ; but  from  Pendleton,  Bland,  the 
Treasurer  & C” — lihera  nos  D online  ! 

I sliall  not  trouble  you  with  a detail  of  the  army, 
ordnance  and  stores,  but  compendiously  say  that  tlie 
regiments  in  general  are  very  com23lete  in  numbers,  the 
men  (those  that  I have  seen)  fine ; but  a most  horrid 
deficiency  of  arms — no  intrenching  tools — no  guns  (al- 
though the  Province  is  well  stocked)  meet  for  service. 
Had  I only  eight  eighteen  pounders  I would  imme- 
diately, at  all  events,  take  2:>ost  at  Craney-Island,  by 
which  measure  I should  drive  out  the  enemy,  and  ex- 
clude them  from  the  finest  and  most  advantageous  port 
in  America.  I have  ordered  with  this  view,  the  arti- 
ficers to  work  night  and  day.  If  I succeed  I shall  come 
in  for  a sprig  of  laurel.  This  essential  measure  might 
have  l)een  effected  long  ago,  but  for  the  same  apathy 
and  oblique  squinting  towards  what  the  milk  and  water 
people  call  reconciliation. 

Tlie  j^rodigiously  flattering  prospect  opened  by  the 
ajipointment  of  Commissioners  were  strong  arguments 
against  the  expense  of  gun-carriages  and  intrenching 
tools.  But  this  is  not  all ; they  have  distributed  their 
troo2:)S  in  so  ingenious  a manner  as  to  render  every 
active  offensive  operation  impossible  ; an  equal  number 
of  their  battalions  are  stationed  on  the  different  necks. 
They  say,  very  acutely,  that  as  the  expence  is  equal, 
the  security  ought  to  be  equal.  I cannot  help  persuad- 
ing myself  that  their  object  will  be  to  take  posses- 
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sion  of  Williams])urgli ; not  only  from  its  teinj^tingly 
advantageous  situation — commanding  in  a great  meas- 
ure two  fine  rivers,  and  a country  abundant  in  all  the 
necessaries  for  an  army — but  the  possession  of  the 
Capital  would  give  an  air  of  dignity  and  decided  supe- 
riority to  their  arms,  which  in  this  slave  country, 
wliere  dominion  is  founded  on  opinion  is  a circumstance 
of  the  utmost  imj^ortance.  Perhaps  I may  be  mistaken ; 
but  the  surmise  is  not  irrational.  I have  called  three 
regiments  do^vm  the  country. 

You  ^vill  excuse,  my  dear  General,  the  blots  and 
scratches  of  this  letter,  for  the  post  is  just  going  out; 
hj  the  next  I will  inform  you  of  the  steps  we  have 
taken  for  tlie  security  of  this  place.  I have  been  de- 
sired to  recommend  Colonel  Grayson  as  a man  of  ex- 
traordinary merit.  He  sets  out  soon  to  make  ap])lica- 
tion  to  the  Congress  for  an  establishment.  If  we  have, 
as  we  must,  a Continental  Hospital  in  the  Southern 
Department,  Dr.  M'’  Clurg,  I suppose  will  be  the  man 
to  direct  it.  I need  not  mention  his  qualifications,  they 
are  so  well  known.  I beg  you  will  make  somebody 
write  to  me  from  time  to  time ; indeed,  I think,  I may 
modestly  insist  on  Mr.  Palfrey’s  pen  being  employed 
often  in  this  service. 

Adieu,  dear  General, 

Yours  most  respectfully  and  sincerely 

Charles  Lee. 

To  Genl.  Washington. 


To  Kichard  Henry  Lee. 

Williamsburg,  April  5,  1776. 

My  Dear  Friend, 

T congratulate  the  j^^^hlic,  and  you,  one  of  her  best 
meml)ers,  on  the  glorious  event,  the  flight  of  the  tyrants 
cut  throats  from  Boston ; although  I do  not  know 
^vhether  it  is  a matter  of  congratulation,  for  it  ap2)ears 
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to  me,  that  as  oiir  affairs  grow  more  prosperous,  the 
namby  pamby’s  of  the  senatorial  part  of  the  continent 
(great  and  small)  grow  more  timid  and  hysterical ; I 
am  sorry  to  say  it,  but  your  committee  of  safety  seem 
to  l)e  as  desj^erately  and  incnra!)ly  infected  with  this 
epidemical  malady  as  the  provincial  Congress  of  Mary- 
land, or  the  quondam  assembly  of  Pennsylvania.  Your 
brother,  Mr.  Page,  Payne,  and  I l^elieve  Mercer,  are  in- 
deed exceptions.  If  you  coidd  be  spared  from  the  Con- 
gress, your  presence  might  inspire  vigour  and  wisdom. 
Their  economy  is  of  a piece  with  their  Avisdom  and 
Axalour;  to  save  money,  Ave  haA^e  no  carriages  to  our 
guns ; to  save  money,  Ave  liaA^e  no  blankets  for  oui*  men, 
AAdio  are,  from  Avant  of  this  essential,  dying  l)y  dozens  at 
Suffolk.  Had  I gun  carriages,  I could  flatter  myself 
Avdtli  almost  a certainty  of  driAung  the  pirates,  and  shut- 
ting them  out  forever  from  the  haikour  of  Norfolk.  I 
have,  hoAvever,  ordered  them  to  be  made  Avith  all  possi- 
ble expedition,  and  then  shall  attempt  this  capital 
stroke.  My  command  from  the  circumstances  of  the 
country  being  intersected  l)y  naA^igable  Avaters,  and  the 
enemy  being  siq^plied  Avith  canvass  to  fly  to  any  s})ot 
they  chose  is  disagreeable.  I may  make  a A^ery  shabby 
figure,  ANuthout  any  real  demerits  of  my  OAvn.  I knoAV 
not  Avhere  to  turn,  or  Avhere  to  fix  myself.  I may  as 
Kicliard  the  Third  says,  be  in  the  Avest,  Avhen  I shoidd 
serve  my  soA^ereign  in  the  north.  I can  only  act  from 
surmises,  and  I may  surmise  AAU*ong ; but  I must  A^en- 
ture,  and  take  my  measures  accordingly.  I am  apt  to 
think  that  Williamsburg  and  York  Avill  be  their  olqect ; 
the  ])ossession  of  the  first  is  not  only  most  temptingly 
advantageous,  from  its  command  of  the  tAA^o  rivers  and 
a most  al^undant  country,  but  its  Ijeing  a ca2)ital,  the 
possession  Avould  giv^e  an  air  of  dignity  and  decided  su- 
2:)eriority  to  their  arms,  AAdiich,  in  a slaA^e  country,  is  of 
the  utmost  importance.  Your  dominion  OA^er  the  black 
is  founded  on  opinion ; if  this  oj^inion  falls,  your  au- 
thority is  lost.  On  this  princij^le  I am  drawing  doAvn 
some  battalions,  and  shall,  Avhen  I can  j^rovide  entrench- 
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ing  tools,  work  for  the  security  of  these  places.  For 
God’s  sake,  why  do  you  dawdle  in  the  Congress  so 
strangely?  why  do  you  not  at  once  declare  yourself  a 
separate  independent  state  ? I am  much  ohliged  to  you 
for  keeping  iny  letter  in  your  hands,  and  am  happy 
that  the  stigma  was  not  levelled  at  me.  Appropos, 
^vill  you  move,  as  my  command  is  separate,  and  scarcely 
any  letters  are  addressed  to  me,  even  those  not  written 
hy  tlie  members  of  the  Congress,  which  do  not  relate  to 
public  business,  whilst  I continue  in  this  separate  com- 
mand, should  be  frank,  for  the  expense  is  very  consider- 
able. I wish  you  would  cuff  Dr.  Rush,  for  not  writing. 
I expect  and  insist  upon  it.  A Colonel  Grayson, 
(\\dioni  I suppose  you  are  acquainted  with)  will  be 
soon  with  the  Congress,  to  make  application  for  some 
military  establishment;  I am  desired  to  recommend 
him  as  a man  of  extraordinary  merit.  We  must  have 
a continental  hospital  in  the  southern  department ; Dr. 
M^'Clurg,  is,  I am  told,  very  well  qualified  to  be  at  the 
head  of  it.  My  little  German  engineer  is  (as  the  New 
Englanders  say)  a nice  man.  But  I wish  I knew  what 
})ay  and  rank  you  intend  him ; I have  hitherto  sup- 
])orted  him  myself,  but  shall  send  in  a bill  for  his  nour- 
ishment. Adieu,  my  dear  senator, 

Your’s,  and  your  brother’s 

Most  affectionately 

C.  Lee. 


To  Major  Hendricks. 

AYilliamsburg,  April  y®  5,  1776. 

Sir, 

I have  this  day  ]*eceived  or  rather  seen  a return  and 
state  of  your  command ; I most  sincerely  lament  your 
deficiencies  Avhich  I shall  take  care  to  su])})ly  without 
delay — in  the  meantime,  I must  request  that  you  will 
find  means  of  taking  all  the  Guns  from,  what  is  called, 
the  Fort — and  if  you  have  amongst  your  Peojde  any 
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Artificers  tliat  you  will  prepare  Carriages  for  the  eight- 
een Pounders  that  you  will  mount  the  twenty  four.  I 
talk  I confess  very  much  in  the  dark,  as  perhaps  there 
are  none  of  this  description — my  intelligence  is  so  vague 
and  uncertain  that  you  will  excuse  me  in  instructing 
you  to  Avork  upon  Avhat  is  jjerliaps  a nonentity.  You 
Avill  oblige  me  by  informing  me  as  soon  as  possible  AAdiat 
is  really  the  number,  size,  and  quality  of  these  Guns, 
Avhether  you  have  entrencliing  tools,  and  whether  you 
liaA^e  artificers  and  materials  to  execute  AAdiat  I have 
requested. 

I am  Sir 

Your  most  obedient  Serv^ 

Charles  Lee. 

To  Major  Hendrick, 

Hampton. 


To  Saaiuel  Purviaxce. 

Williamsburg,  April  6*^  1776. 

Dear  Sir, 

As  I knoAV  not  to  Avhom  I can  address  this  inijior- 
tant  Note,  Avith  so  much  propriety  and  assurance  of 
success  as  to  yourself,  the  crisis  Avill  not  admit  of  cere- 
mony & jArocrastination,  I shall  therefore  irregularly 
address  you  in  the  language  & with  the  spirit  of  one 
l3old  determined  free  Citizen  to  another,  and  conjure 
you  as  you  value  the  liberties  & rights  of  the  Commu- 
nity of  Avhich  you  are  a member,  not  to  loose  a moment 
A in  my  name  (if  my  name  is  of  consequence  enough)  to 
direct  the  Commanding  Officer  of  your  TroojAS  at  Anna- 
lAolis  immediately  to  seize  the  person  of  Gov""  Eden — the 
sin  A blame  be  on  my  head.  I Avill  ansAver  for  all  to 
y®  Congress,  the  justice  & necessity  of  the  measure  Avill 
be  best  explained  by  the  packet  transmitted  to  you  by 
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the  Committee  of  Safety  from  this  place.  God  Almighty 
give  us  Wisdom  A vigor  in  this  hour  of  trial. 

Dear  Sir, 

Yours  most  affectionately 

Charles  Lee. 


To  Sani^  Purviance,  Esq. 

Chairman  of  the  Committee, 

Baltimore. 


To  THE  President  oe  Congress. 


Sir: 


Williamsburgh,  Aj^ril  6*^  1776. 


As  the  curtain  is  now  in  a great  measure  drawn  \ip, 
by  the  liappy  intercejition  of  the  letters  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  to  Governour  Eden,  ^vhich  will  be  trans- 
mitted to' the  Congress  by  the  Committee  of  Safety  from 
this  place,  you  will  perceive.  Sir,  that  we  of  all 
provinces,  should  not  deficient  in  the  important  article 
of  po^vder.  I submit  it,  therefore  to  your  prudence, 
whether  it  Avill  not  be  necessary  immediately  to  add  a 
few  tons  to  our  present  stock.  I find  myself  a good 
deal  distressed  for  artillery  men  and  officers.  I appre- 
hend General  Washington  could  now  without  incon- 
venience, s})are  us  a company  from  the  main  army. 
The  regiments  are  here  complete  in  nundiers,  the  men 
fine,  and  the  officers  by  all  I can  learn,  good,  but 
horril)ly  deficient  in  arms,  shoes,  and  blankets.  The 
deficiency  of  arms,  I know,  is  general,  therefore  I shall 
not  venture  to  apply  for  them ; ])ut  if  blankets  could 
])ossil)ly  be  procured,  a multitude  of  lives  would  be 
saved,  for  the  night  dews  in  this  country  are  very  de- 
structive. The  want  of  gun  carriages  j^revents  my 
taking  a certain  post,  the  possession  of  which  would  be, 
in  my  opinion,  worth  a victory,  in  all  its  forms.  I have 
ordered  the  artificers  to  work  night  and  day,  and  hope 
it  may  not  be  too  late.  When  I have  given  the  in- 
structions, and  taken  the  measures  which  I think 
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necessary  for  tlie  security  of  this  place  and  York, 
which  most  prolxably  will  be  the  enemy’s  object,  I shall 
set  out  for  North  Carolina,  which  we  have  reason  to 
think  will  be  the  first  scene  of  their  diabolical  opera- 
tions. You  will  excuse.  Sir,  the  blots  and  shortness  of’ 
this  letter,  as  the  exj^ress  waits. 

1 am  Sir,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  most 
obedient  humble  servant, 

Charles  Lee. 

To  John  Hancock  ckc  &c  ckc. 


To  Captain  Travers. 

Williamsburg,  April  y®  1776. 

It  is  General  Lee’s  order  that  the  armed  Vessels  use 
their  utmost  endeavors  to  stop  a brig  now  coming  dowui 
James  River,  and  carry  her  as  high  \vp  the  River  as 
possible  into  a place  of  security. 

Charles  Lee, 

Major  General. 

To  CajiV  Travers. 


Report. 

Williamsburg,  April  6th,  1776. 

W e are  of  opinion  that  works  erected  on  the  banks 
of  Warwicks,  Creek  Bay,  Mulberry  Island,  James 
Town,  or  Brandon,  will  effectually  prevent  the  Naviga- 
tion of  Tenders  (if  not  Ships  of  War)  from  passing  up 
Janies  River  at  Warwicks,  Creek  Bay,  and  Mulberry 
Island,  Vessels  of  any  kind  must  pass  within  the  dis- 
tance of  a mile — at  each  of  which  places  Vessels  may 
lye  at  about  a quarter  of  a mile  distance  the  shore  lieing 
flabby — the  land  of  Avarwick  is  high,  that  of  Mulberry 
loAV  and  marshy — at  James  Toavii  Vessels  of  any  kind 
may  pass  AAuthin  three  quarters  of  a mile  from  the  shore 
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(or  ratlier  less)  and  can  come  as  nigli  as  fifty  yards  of 
tlie  same,  tlie  shore  of  which  is  low  and  sandy,  at  Bran- 
don, any  kind  of  vessels  may  pass  within  half  a mile  of 
the  shore  where  they  may  lye  close  to  the  Banks — but 
‘above  either  of  tiiese  places  a forty  Gnn  ship  has  been. 

We  are  very  Bespectfnlly  Sl""  cfe"" 

Daniel  Hutchins 
Kichakd  Bakeon. 

To  His  ExcelB  Geik  Lee. 


Feom  Lieut.  Col.  Feank  Fppes. 

Kem2:>’s,  Ajiril  1776. 

SlE, 

Agreealily  to  yoiir  orders  I took  a party  from  here, 
and  crossing  the  river  proceeded  to  reconnoitre  the  state 
of  the  force  at  the  mills,  and  have  attended  to  the  other 
particulars  contained  in  yoiir  letter.  From  my  own  ob- 
servations and  the  best  intelligence  I could  procure. 
Lord  Dnnmore’s  force  does  not  at  present  innch  exceed 
three  hundred  soldiei’s,  the  black  regiment  included. 
The  lilacks  have  had  a contagions  fever  among  them, 
and  have  lost  a considerable  nnmlier  by  it.  I fancy 
fresh  provisions  are  scarce,  as  they  frequently  plunder 
stock  from  the  plantations  near  the  water,  and  alledge 
necessity  as  the  excuse.  The  post  I now  maintain  is  of 
great  conse(pience  in  tliat  particular,  as  onr  Scouts  pre- 
vent them  from  making  any  incursions  into  the  Country, 
and  deter  the  Inhabitants  from  supplying  them  with 
j)ro visions ; and  I am  sorry  to  say  too  many  of  them 
seem  well  disclosed  towards  his  Lordship.  Should  tliis 
post  lie  abandoned,  the  whole  country  would  lie  at  his 
mercy,  and  an  open  communication  be  maintained  with 
a large  part  of  Carolina,  by  means  of  the  north  landing 
from  whence  to  this  place  there  is  but  eight  miles  land 
carriage.  This  north  landing  is  at  the  head  of  the 
North  Fiver,  which  communicates  Avith  a great  part  of 
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Carolina,  and  that  the  most  disafected,  i:)articnlarly  the 
Counties  of  Pasquotank  and  Cnrritnck.  With  res})ect 
to  water,  the  enemy  have  sunk  three  or  four  pnm2:)s, 
within  their  entrenchment,  from  whence  the  troops  and 
ships  are  cliiehy  sn23plied.  The  watering  jhaces  at  the 
Distillery  and  Gosport  are  so  much  aifected  by  the  late 
fires,  that  the  water  is  not  used.  Without  the  j^os- 
session  of  the  fort  at  the  mills,  we  cannot  prevent  their 
watering ; and  if  we  had  possession  of  it,  we  could  not 
kee]>  it,  as  we  should  be  ex2)osed  to  the  whole  fire  of 
the  shij:)|)ing.  For  your  ])etter  information  I have  en- 
closed an  imperfect  draught  hastily  sketched  out ; it 
will  give  you  a general  idea  of  the  situation  and  form 
of  the  retrenchment.  The  extent  of  ground  does  not 
exceed  four  acres,  enclosed  within  a ditch  of  eiglit  or  ten 
feet  width,  eight  or  nine  feet  deep,  and  about  three 
hundred  yards  in  length.  The  breast  work  is  about  six 
feet  high,  runs  into  the  water  at  each  end,  and  is  cannon 
proof,  ajjpearing  to  be,  about  eight  or  ten  feet  through. 
I thought  I discovered  a second  entrenchment,  intended 
I siqipose  as  a 2:>lace  of  security  in  the  night.  The 
ground  near  it  is  rather  on  the  descent,  and  affords  no 
advantaore  of  situation.  I this  moment  received  the 
favor  of  your  commands  of  the  fourth  instant,  and  in 
answer  say,  tliat  a body  of  200  or  300  men  2)osted  near 
Brickel’s  at  the  head  of  the  western  branch  about  12 
miles  from  Portsmouth,  and  em2)loyed  in  scouting, 
would  at  present  effectually  prevent  any  su232)lie^  from 
that  quarter.  As  the  situation  of  the  fleet  is  altered 
from  its  former  position,  and  our  force  a good  deal  di- 
vided, and  the  men  chiefly  em2:>loyed  in  scouting,  tlie 
etfecting  a raft  I And  would  be  too  difficult  for  ns  to 
attem23t.  There  are  considerable  numbers  of  horses, 
cattle,  and  other  moveables  belonging  to  our  enemies, 
now  in  the  230ssession  of  tories  and  2)risoners  on  2)arole  in 
this  County,  and  I have  no  likelihood  of  any  [ste2)s]  being 
taken  either  to  condemn  or  secure  their  effects  for  the 
Country.  It  has  been  our  misfortune  to  behold  men 
who  have  been  declared  enemies  by  the  Convention, 


386 


THE  LEE  PAPERS. 


lionorably  acquitted  by  a Committee  for  Norfolk 
Comity  appointed  to  try  them ; particularly  Kobert 
Slieddeu,  altbo’  lie  was  taken  by  one  of  our  parties,  as 
lie  was  going  to  the  fleet,  in  company  with  some  of  the 
Volunteers  of  Lord  Dunmore.  We  shall  be  very  happy 
to  be  favoured  with  a visit  from  you,  whenever  you 
think  proper,  and  shall  be  glad  of  your  further  direc- 
tions and  commands.  I had  like  to  have  forgot  to 
mention  that  we  attempted  to  bring  the  enemy 
out  of  their  entrenchment,  by  a smart  fire  u]3on 
them ; but  altho’  we  were  but  a hundred  strong  they 
did  not  chuse  to  venture  out.  I had  an  opportunity  by 
this  manreuvre  to  discover  their  force  as  before  men- 
tioned. We  made  the  first  appearance  at  daybreak, 
and  kept  an  unsteady  fire  on  them  at  different  times, 
which  occasioned  an  almost  constant  discharge  of  ar- 
tillery thro’  the  whole  day.  By  the  fire  from  the  Fort 
we  discovered  the  strength  of  their  fire  arms,  which  I 
think  consists  of  4 or  5 cannon,  and  ten  or  a dozen  par- 
tereroes  and  swizels.  I took  a valuable  horse,  said  to 
have  been  rode  express  from  Carolina  to  Lord  Dunmore, 
and  ^vas  claimed  when  taken  by  Major  Bird  of  the 
Boyal  Begiment  of  Ethiopians.  The  horse  I send  to 
you  for  your  further  disposal.  As  for  the  other  effects, 
^ye  liave  no  waggons  to  receive  them.  We  are  much  in 
want  of  a couple  of  waggons  and  teams,  as  we  could 
not,  in  our  present  situation  remove,  if  we  should  even 
he  recalled. 

I hope  you  will  be  pleased  to  excuse  the  hurry  with 
which  I write,  as  it  is  at  this  time  unavoidable.  1 have 
however  endeavoured  to  give  you  the  residt  of  my  en- 
(piiries  and  o])servations,  and  am.  Sir,  very  respectfully 
Your  most  obedient  Servant 

Fraxk  Eppes. 
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Proceedings. 

At  a Council  of  Officers  lield  at  Head  Quarters, 
Williamsburg,  by  order  of  liis  Excellency  Major 
General  Charles  Lee,  April  6^^  1776. 

Present : 

Col.  William  Woodford,  President 
Cob  Mordecai  Buckner,  Cob  William  Christian. 
Lieut.  Cob  Thomas  Elliot,  Lieut.  Col.  Thom®  Bullit. 

The  Council  on  considering  the  sidiject  matter, 
maturely,  and  after  weighing  the  reasons,  for  and 
against  the  removal  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Colony, 
residing  below  the  great  bridge  in  Norfolk  County,  to 
some  place  or  places  higher  up  the  country,  are  of 
opinion  that  such  a removal,  with  all  the  stock  in  the 
same  bounds,  would  be  greatly  for  the  benefit  of  the 
war.  But  this  the  Council  wish  not  to  recommend,  un- 
less proper  provision  could  be  made  for  these  unfor- 
tunate peojile  after  their  removal. 

William  AYoodford,  President. 


Eobert  Morris  to  General  Gates. 

Phila.  April  6,  1776. 

Dear  Sir, 

I have  lieen  long  in  debt  for  your  favor  of  the  10’'^ 
February,  which  youd  probably  think  the  more  inex- 
cusable as  it  is  a letter  of  business.  The  order  it  con- 
tained for  four  hundred  and  twenty  four  Dollars  has 
been  paid  and  is  at  your  Credit. 

Was  ever  the  British  arms  so  disgraced  as  by  Mr. 
How’s  Inglorious  retreat  from  Boston.  This  wou’d  at 
any  other  time  or  in  any  other  cause  have  been  a most 
mortifying  reflection  to  you  and  me,  but  as  things  are 
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now  circumstanced  I do  most  sincerely  congratulate  you 
on  tliat  iinjiortant  Event  and  altlio  my  scenes  of  action 
are  in  anotlier  line,  I almost  envy  every  one  of  you  that 
share  the  glory  of  driving  them  from  their  den.  You 
may  de])end  that  infinite  j^ains  has  l)een  taken  and  is 
still  continued  to  ol)tain  ample  supplys  of  arms 
ammunition  Imt  our  enemies  were  before  hand  with  us 
and  liave  so  guarded  all  avenues  that,  it  is  with  the 
utmost  liazard  ck  difficulty  we  succeed,  many  attempts 
liave  totally  failed  however  nothing  will  be  left  undone 
in  this  respect  that  can  be  done,  the  rest  must  l^e  left  to 
Fate. 

I suppose  you  know  tliat  Dock  Franklin  Chase  & 
two  Mr.  Carrols  are  gone  to  Canada,  and  I hope  a suffi- 
cient force  will  be  there  to  ]:)ut  Quebec  under  their 
direction  for  I agree  in  opinion  with  you,  that  Country 
must  be  ours  at  all  events : should  it  fall  into  the  hands 
of  tlm  enemy  they  will  soon  raise  a nest  of  Hornets  on 
our  l)acks  that  will  sting  us  to  the  cpiick. 

We  are  plagued  for  hard  money  to  supj^ort  the  war 
in  that  country  and  must  hj  some  means  or  other  bring 
them  to  take  our  paper. 

Our  Friend  Lee  has  taken  possession  of  the  Palace 
at  W^ffiurg,  which  I fancy  will  be  not  much  approved 
of  by  the  Gentlemen  of  that  country,  however  he  will 
soon  ])e  called  for  N""  Carolina — if  it  be  true  that  Clin- 
ton has  effected  a Landing  with  1500  men  at  Wilming- 
ton and  thi-own  up  entrenchments  there.  In  short  the 
scene  tliickens,  and  if  our  Enemies  can  find  men  we  may 
exj^ect  to  be  attacked  in  all  quarters,  but  to  do  this 
they  must  Certainly  have  recourse  to  Foreigners  as  they 
cannot  meet  success  in  the  recruiting  service  in  any  of 
those  Kingdoms. — Where  the  plague  are  these  Commis- 
sioners?— if  they  are  to  come  what  is  it  that  detains 
them  ? It  is  time  we  should  be  on  a certainty  and  know 
positively  Avhether  the  Libertyes  of  America  can  be 
estal)lished  and  secured  by  reconciliation,  or  whether 
we  must  totally  renounce  connection  with  Great  Britain 
ck  hglit  our  way  to  a total  Inde])endance.  AYhilst  we 


THE  LEE  PAPEES. 


389 


continue  tlins  firmly  United  amongst  ourselves  tlieres 
no  doubt  but  either  of  these  j)oints  may  be  carried,  but 
it  seems  to  me,  AYe  shall  qnarrell  about  which  of  these 
roads  is  best  to  pursue  unless  the  Commissioners  appear 
soon  and  lead  us  into  the  first  path,  therefore  I wish 
them  to  come,  dreading  notliing  so  much  as  even  an 
a23pearance  of  division  amongst  ourselves. 

I hear  Gates  is  returned  to  N.  York  Sl  thence 
conclude  that  you  will  soon  follow.  May  happiness 
and  success  attend  you  is  the  sincere  wish  of  D’'  Sir 

Your  obd^  ServA 

Eob""  Moeris. 


Feo3i  Capt.  James  I^^a^es. 

York,  April  y®  7th.  1776. 

I have  the  honor  to  inform  your  Excellency,  tliat 
that  there  are  at  this  place,  two  18  pounders,  two  12 
pounders  one  9 pounder  & four  6 pounders;  but 
unfortunately  they  are  at  present  in  a very  unfit  Con- 
dition for  service.  AA^e  are  endeavouring  to  put  them 
in  the  best  repair  we  can,  and  lio])e  to  have  them  all, 
or  as  many  of  them  as  you  may  think  projDer,  mounted 
in  a few  days,  as  we  have  no  less  than  twenty  six 
artificers  belonging  to  the  companies  at  this  port,  at 
present  employ’d  in  that  business — on  the  Gloucester 
shore,  there  are  about  15  pieces  of  the  folk  sizes:  one 
24.  pounder,  one  12.  pounder,  one  9.  Ditto,  four  6 
pounders,  and  eight  18  pounders;  all  of  which  are  ex- 
ceedingly injur’d  by  the  salt  water  to  which  they  have 
been  exposed  for  many  years;  those  I shall  prove 
tomorrow  and  hope  to  be  able  to  procure  artificers 
enough  from  the  Eegiment  stationed  at  Gloucester 
Court  House  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Dangei’field 
to  mount  them  in  a short  time.  AYhen  I left  AA' illiams- 
burg,  I omitted  to  bring  with  me  any  powder,  supposing 
that  it  might  be  had  at  this  place,  but  I am  inform’d 
by  the  Commanding  officer,  that  there  is  scarcely  100^'"® 
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ill  the  Garrison,  and  for  my  purpose,  at  least,  four 
times  that  quantity  will  be  necessary  for  which  your 
Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  give  an  Order  to  the 
Kee])er  of  the  Magazine. 

I remain  Slc.  etc. 

James  Inis^es. 


From  Lieut.  Colois^el  Eead. 

Suffolk  April  y"  7th  1776. 

Sir, 

Upon  information  that  the  Negroes  in  this  part  of 
the  Country,  stole  the  Boats  lying  in  the  Eivers  and 
Creeks,  and  made  their  escape  to  Lord  Dunmore  in  the 
Night,  I detach’d  twenty  five  men  with  orders  to  ex- 
amine the  different  landings  and  coves  on  the  Western 
branch  of  Nansemond  Eiver  & Chuckatuck,  to  remove 
all  the  small  craft  they  could  find  and  place  them  under 
the  care  of  our  lower  guard  with  positive  instructions 
to  destroy  all  such  boats  as  the  Owners  thereof  should 
refuse  to  aid  in  removing,  or  attempt  to  secrete ; the 
party  have  just  returned  and  bring  Account  that  they 
have  removed  a considerable  number  of  boats,  Pettia- 
guers.  Canoes,  and  punts  to  the  guard,  many  of  the  in- 
habitants dragg’d  off  their  boats  A hid  ’em ; two  or 
three  were  obstinate  and  their  vessels  were  destroy’d; 
I am  much  at  a loss  in  providing  for  the  fourth 
Eegiment,  CoP  Stephens  not  being  down,  necessarily 
suspends  me  in  directing  many  things  that  are  wanting 
for  it ; we  have  neither  quarter  master,  surgeons  Ac  Ac. 
which  obliges  me  to  ti'ouble  your  Excellency,  and  beg 
your  directions;  the  companies  of  musquetry  that  com- 
pose the  fourth  Eegiment,  by  order  of  the  Committee  of 
Safety,  are  all  rais’d  in  the  adjoining  Counties  of  this 
station ; at  best  they  ai‘e  but  indifferent  men,  and  very 
few  guns,  and  those  not  fit  for  service ; your  Excellency 
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will  excuse  me  if  I point  out  an  unavoidable  inconven- 
ience that  will  arise  from  continuing  those  Companies 
at  Suifolk,  their  Families  and  accpiaintance  being  all 
around  them,  they  take  otf  their  attention  from  their 
duty,  and  are  eternally  petitioning  for  leave  to  visit 
their  families.  I need  not  mention  the  train  of  mis- 
chiefs that  result  from  raw  soldiers  being  too  near  to 
their  idle  and  seductive  comrades.  Your  Excellency 
will  favour  me  with  any  Commands  that  may  relate  to 
my  post  or  Kegiment. 

I am  with  respect 

Your  Excellency s Ob*  humble  Serv*- 

Isaac  Read. 


From  Henry  Lee,  Jr. 

Respected  General, 

I cannot  but  congratulate  my  country  on  your  ap- 
pointment to  the  supreme  military  command  in  the 
southern  district  of  N.  America ; & believe  me  sincere, 
when  I acquaint  you  that  this  event  is  attended  with 
no  common  joy  among  the  inhabitants  of  this  part  of 
Virginia.  But  as  the  subject  of  this  letter  is  private, 
pray  excuse  this  digression,  and  allow  me  to  tender  you 
my  thanks  for  the  facility  with  which  you  complied 
with  my  request  made  you  by  Col.  F.  L.  Lee.  At  the 
same  time  I must  assure  you,  that  I shall  be  particu- 
larly attentive  to  the  discharge  of  any  office  you  may 
think  proper  to  honour  me  with.  I intend  to  repair  to 
Head  quarters  immediately.  In  the  meantime  allow 
me  to  subscribe  myself. 

With  respect  A affiection. 

Your  most  ob*  H.  Serv* 

Henry  Lee,  Jun. 


Dumfries,  April  7th,  1776. 
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Advertisement. 

Williamsburg,  8tli  Aj)ri],  1776. 

Advertisement  del?  W?  Purdie,  & Hunter  & Dixon  to 
be  published  in  their  next  paj^ers. 

As  General  Lee  must  in  great  measure  regulate  the 
motions  of  the  Continental  Troops  under  his  command 
according  to  the  internal  force  of  the  Colony,  the  Com- 
mittees of  the  different  Counties  are  requested  to  send 
in  to  head  Quarters  a return  of  their  minute  men,  with 
the  state  and  condition  of  their  Arms. 


To  Captain  Grier. 

AYilliamsburg,  April  y®  8^.^  1776. 

Sir, 

It  is  most  unfortunate  that  when  the  small  pox 
broke  out,  you  should  have  marched  from  Yoi'k,  where 
it  did  lireak  out ; as  your  entrance  into  this  Province 
will  occasion  a greater  alarm  and  consternation  than 
would  the  appearance  of  ten  thousand  men  from  Pus- 
sia,  it  is  inconceivable  how  weak  these  people  are  on 
this  suljject,  I must  therefore  desire  that  you  will  not 
approach  the  Town  ’till  further  Orders.  Cap*  Nicholas 
will  look  out  for  Quarters  for  you,  in  the  most  commo- 
dious manner  he  can.  You  must  put  yourself  entirely 
under  his  direction. 

I am  Sir 

Yours  Ac. 


Charles  Lee 
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To  THE  Presided  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of 

Virginia. 

Williamsburg  April  y®  8^^  1776. 

Sir, 

As  not  only  propriety  and  decency,  but  an  earnest 
desire  to  act  in  concert  witli  so  respectable  a Body  as 
the  Committee  of  Safety,  injoin  me  to  lay  before  ’em 
my  thoughts  on  some  measures  necessary  to  be  taken 
for  the  defense  and  very  being  of  the  Colony. 

After  having  considered  the  nundier  and  cpiality  of 
your  troojis,  the  state  and  condition  of  your  arms, 
artillery,  cfe  ordnance  apparatus,  the  weakness  and 
disadvantages  you  labour  under  from  the  numerous 
intersecting  Bivers,  the  Multitude  of  your  Slaves, 
ife''.,  I suppose  to  myself  that  the  Enemy  will  make 
this  Province  their  immediate  object,  and  since  the 
defeat  of  their  schemes  in  N.  Carolina  by  Colonel 
Caswell,  it  is  y®  most  natural  supposition,  I say  Sir, 
after  having  considered  your  strength  and  weakness, 
no  circumstance  appears  to  me  so  seriously  alarming  as 
the  disposition  and  situation  of  the  Inhaliitants  of  the 
lower  Counties  Norfolk  and  Princess  Ann ; but  that  I 
might  not  rest  entirely  on  my  own  opinion,  I have 
called  together  some  of  the  Field  Officers  who  are  liest 
acquainted  with  that  district,  and  they  unanimously 
agree  that  it  will  be  difficult  if  not  impossible  to  secure 
and  preserve  the  Province  unless  these  Inhabitants, 
khus  dangerously  disposed,  are  removed  from  the  very 
spot  where  they  can  do  such  inhnite  miscliief.  I am 
sensible  Sir,  that  their  removal  must  be  attended  with 
very  considerable  difficulties,  and  perhaps  much  distress 
to  Individuals ; but  when  the  preservation  & being  of 
the  Province,  if  not  of  the  whole  Continent  are  at  stake, 
^vere  these  difficulties  and  distresses  a thousand  times 
greater,  they  must  be  submitted  to.  I am  in  hopes 
therefore  that  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Committee  will  im- 
mediately devise  some  means  for  removing  these  People 
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as  well  as  their  Stock ; at  least  their  Wives  & Children 
should  be  carried  into  a place  of  security,  as  hostages 
for  the  good  behaviour  of  the  Husbands  and  Fathers. 
I should  be  extremely  sorry  to  find  myself  under  the 
necessity  of  destroying  all  their  Cattle,  Stores,  and 
Granaries,  and  forcing  the  Inhabitants  at  the  point  of 
the  l)ayonet  from  their  homes,  but  unless  their  Eemoval 
can  be  accomplished  by  some  other  means,  I shall  be 
constrained  to  these  harsh  methods,  as  otherwise  I can- 
not be  answerable  for  the  execution  of  the  im23ortant 
trust  committed  to  my  hands. 

1 am  Sir,  with  the  greatest  respect 

Your  most  ol/  hiF^®  Servant 

Charles  Lee. 

To  the  Hon’"^®  the  President 

of  the  Committee  of  Safety. 


Fro^m  Major  Hexhricks. 

Hamilton,  9th  Aj^ril,  1776. 

Please  Your  Excellency: 

I received  your  favor  of  the  5^^  Inst,  and  have 
agreeable  to  your  desire  taken  measures  to  have  the 
cannon  removed  from  the  Fort,  tho’  the  task  will  be 
tedious,  being  obliged  to  remove  them  a considerable 
distance  back  into  a Creek ; as  I think  it  would  be  im- 
prudent to  take  them  off  in  the  Load,  where  the  Ten- 
ders are  constantly  J)lying  about,  and  the  Liverpool 
Frigate  now  lying  in  view — there  are  three  six  pounders, 
two  of  which  have  their  trunnions  broke  off,  the  other 
pretty  good,  one  9 pounder,  trunnions  off,  nine  18 
pounders,  two  of  which  have  their  nutts  broke,  and  one 
12  pounder  not  good.  On  examining  our  peoj^le  I find 
none  of  them  have  ever  made  any  carriages  or  know 
anything  about  the  matter;  but  on  enquiry  1 find  a 
Man  in  Town  who  says  he  has  made  many,  and  who 
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seems  from  liis  cliaracter  to  be  capable  of  the  task. 
We  liave  no  intreucliing  tools  of  any  kind,  or  any 
Smiths  liere  who  are  capable  of  making  any.  By  Cap'' 
Fitz  Gerald  (who  hands  yon  this)  be  good  enough  to  in- 
form me  if  I shall  engage  tlie  man  I mention  to  mount 
the  guns,  all  the  materials  for  which  can  ]:>e  got  here,  ex- 
cept the  Iron,  which  I presume  can  be  obtained  at  Wil- 
liamsburg. I have  no  news  to  communicate.  The 
Enemy’s  Tenders  always  in  view,  and  frequently  car- 
rying up  prizes  to  Norfolk.  What  a pity  we  have  no 
privateers  to  manage  these  pirates. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be 

Your  most  obedient  Servant, 

James  Hendricks. 

To  His  Ex^  Major  GeiJ  Lee. 


To  Lieut.  Colonel  Bead. 

Williamsburg,  April  9^^  1776. 

Sir, 

I liave  just  received  your’s  of  April  y®  7th.  and  much 
approve  of  your  conduct  with  respect  to  the  securing 
the  boats  Ac.  it  is  indeed  a most  important  concern  and 
some  means  ouMit  to  be  devised  to  constrain  the  Inhab- 
itants  to  give  in  a return  of  what  boats  are  in  their  pos- 
session ; for  this  jiurpose  perhaps  it  might  be  proper  to 
threaten  ’em,  in  case  of  non-com2:>liance  to  burn  their 
houses  and  destroy  their  stock ; but  you  who  are  better 
acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  people,  than  I am, 
will  best  judge  how  these  threats  would  operate;  it 
must  be  left  therefore  to  your  discretion.  I wou’d  re- 
lieve the  fourth  Begiment  immediately,  but  have  not  as 
yet  troops  sufficient  foi*  that  purpose,  and  at  the  same 
time  for  carrying  on  the  necessary  works  here  ; the  in- 
stant a sufficient  number  arrive,  they  shall  march,  a 
company  of  Muhlenburg’s  will  be  soon  down  with  you  ; 
perhaj^s  they  have  already  reach’d  you ; I shall  direct 
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one  Company  of  tlie  fourth  (you  may  select  wLicli  you 
cliuse),  to  niarcLi  up  tlie  Country  as  far  as  Smitlifield  : 
in  this  piece  meal  manner  the  whole  may  be  relieved. 

I am  Sir, 

Your  most  Obedient  Servant 

Charles  Lee. 

Lieu*  Cob  Lead. 

at  Suffolk. 


To  Colonel  Muhlenburg. 

Williamsburg,  April  y""  9th.  1776. 

Sir, 

Two  Companies  of  your  Legiment  lately  march’d 
through  this  Town  compleat  and  in  good  order,  one  of 
wliich  I ordered  immediately  down  to  Suffolk ; the 
other  to  halt  at  Smithfield  to  guard  a quantity  of  pro- 
visions ; when  the  Company  of  your’s  arrives,  I desire 
you  will  order  one  of  the  fourth  to  march  up  to  Smith- 
field  to  relieve  the  other  company  of  yours ; the  Com- 
pany of  the  fourth  you  order  to  march  must  be  left  to 
tlie  selection  of  Colonel  Lead  I must  request.  Sir,  that 
you  will  consult  Col.  Leed  on  the  best  method  to  be  pur- 
sued in  order  to  constrain  the  Inhabitants  to  deliver  up 
their  Boats,  Canoes,  as  Colonel  Lead  has  been  long 
on  the  spot,  he  must  be  acquainted  with  the  nature  and 
disjiosition  of  the  People,  and  of  course  be  able  to  judge 
in  what  manner  it  will  be  pro23er  to  proceed. 

I am  Sir, 

With  the  greatest  respect  your  most  ob* 
huin*"^®  Serv* 

Charles  Lee. 

To  Cob  Muhlenburg 

Commanding  the  Post  at  Suffolk. 
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From  the  Co]\r3riTTEE  of  Secrecy  for  the  Province 
OF  North  Carolina. 


Halifax  9tli  April,  1776. 

Sir, 

The  intelligence  and  advice  in  your  letter  to  the 
President  of  the  Provincial  Council  we  consider  of  the 
utmost  iniiiortance,  and  shall  immediately  dispatch  a 
copy  of  it  to  General  Moore  with  directions  to  forward 
it  in  the  most  safe  and  secret  manner  to  Mr.  Hopkins, 
tho’  we  have  no  intelligence  of  his  being  at  Cape  Fear. 
Inclosed  we  send  you  a copy  of  General  Moore’s  last 
return,  the  general  returns  of  the  Militia  are  not  yet 
compleat.  The  Provincial  Congress  now  sitting  have 
voted  two  additional  Kegiments  with  three  conpianies  of 
light  Horse,  over  and  above  the  three  Kegiments  ordered 
to  be  raised  in  this  Province  by  the  Continental  Con- 
gress. M^e  are  happy  that  a Geib  of  your  acknowledged 
abilities  is  appointed  to  preside  over  the  Military  De- 
partment in  this  part  of  the  Continent,  and  wish  it  may 
be  soon  in  your  power  to  visit  this  j)rovince. 

MT  are  with  the  greatest  Kespect, 

Sir, 


Your  most  Obed^  Servants 

Matthew  Lock,  Tiio^rAS  Burke, 

A.  Nash,  Thomas  Jones, 

John  Webr,  Sam.  Johnson, 
John  Ashe. 

The  Committee  of  Secrecy  for  the 
Province  of  North  Octroi ina. 


To  His  Excellency  Major  General  Lee. 
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From  General  Egbert  Howe. 

Halifax  AjmE  10*^  177G. 

Sir, 

I had  set  out  for  this  place  before  the  Express 
reached  Edentou,  he  had  therefore  to  follow,  and  came 
here  on  Sunday.  The  President  of  the  Convention  lie- 
ing  unluckily  out  of  town  has  detained  him  ’till  to-day. 
Before  I was  honored  with  your  letter,  I had  sent  to  the 
southward  in  search  of  Admiral  Hopkins,  who  I heard 
Acas  at  Bulls  Island  in  South  Carolina,  and  have  it  much 
to  lament  that  the  report  was  not  true,  as  I had  given 
information  of  the  situation  of  our  good  friend  Governor 
Martin  and  the  set  of  Infernals  with  him,  and  how  easy 
and  l)eneficial  a conquest,  the  weakness  of  their  slii2:)S, 
and  the  great  quantity  of  military  stores  with  which  they 
were  freighted  would  make  them.  I synqiathize  with 
you  exceedingly  in  the  anxiety  you  ex2:)ress  on  the  un- 
certainty of  your  situation.  I have  for  several  months 
2)ast  been  in  a similar  jierjdexity.  I have  also  been  em- 
barrassed l)y  prudence  and  cecononiy  you  S2)eak  of, 
and  have  liy  reiterated  remonstrances  endeavored  to 
she^v"  the  absolute  necessity  of  j)i*oviding  instantly  every 
requisite  material.  The  disposition  of  the  troops  I 
knew  not  of  ’till  a few  days  before  I left  Williamsburg, 
the  excellence  of  it  struck  me  forcibly.  I should  how- 
ever have  ventured  an  alteration,  had  not  your  arrival 
been  momentarily  expected.  I l)eg  leave.  Sir,  to  men- 
tion to  you  a matter  1 have  several  times  mentioned  to 
the  nieml)ers  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  and  which  tho’ 
I think  of  im2)ortance,  they  have  not  as  I know  of,  at- 
tended to.  The  number  of  Eivers  which  water  Vir- 
ginia, and  which  in  the  2)i*esent  state  of  atfairs,  are  iin- 
hap2:>ily  too  navigalile,  gives  the  Enemy  an  opportunity 
so  as  to  arrange  their  shq3S  as  to  make  it  difficult  for 
us  (if  some  method  is  not  fallen  upon)  to  assist  our 
fiiends  if  attacked  on  the  opposite  side  with  our  long 
fatiguing  marches,  and  such  loss  of  time,  as  might  give 
them  leisure  to  effect  their  puiqioses  liefore  we  could 
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arrive.  The  Committee  I know  are  building  boats,  but 
they  are  of  the  large  Row  Galley  kind,  which  cannot 
serve  us  to  get  over  in,  in  cases  of  necessity,  because 
when  ships  take  possession  of  the  River,  the  Row  Gal- 
lies  for  their  own  security  will  be  obliged  to  run  into 
Creeks,  where  they  will  be  shut  in  and  rendered  useless, 
when  we  most  want  them.  I mentioned  to  the  Com- 
mittee that  a number  of  small  Boats  of  the  Battoe  kind, 
which  might  be  taken  out  or  put  into  the  water  occa- 
sionally, and  removed  ^vdth  the  army,  wherever  neces- 
sary, were,  in  my  023inion,  absolutely  requisite ; and 
tliese  Boats  I have  been  well  informed  can  be  so  con- 
structed as  to  carry  twenty  or  thirty  men,  and  yet  be 
moved  easily  and  exjDeditiously  by  only  two  horses ; 
and  with  these,  I conceive  no  Vigilance,  or  activity  of 
the  Enemy  would  prevent  our  communication.  If  this, 
Sir,  should  appear  proj)er,  and  the  Committee  have  not 
taken  any  steps  in  it,  your  influence,  would,  I doubt 
not,  prevail  upon  them  to  begin.  I again  beg  your  ex- 
cuse for  this  liberty.  I have  been  industrious  to  obtain 
information  as  to  Mr.  Clinton : all  I can  learn  is,  that 
he  is  at  Cape  Fear;  that  they  think  his  numbers  about 
TOO ; that  he  expects  more  troops  hourly,  that  those  he 
has  with  him  land  every  day  upon  a small  Island,  called 
Battery  Island,  under  the  guns  of  the  men  of  war,  & 
too  far  from  the  shore  to  be  annoyed : that  they  seem 
more  attentive  in  training  their  men  to  Street  firing:, 
than  to  any  other  part  of  exercise  ; that  Brigad""  Gene- 
ral Moore  w^^"  part  of  his  Regiment,  a part  of  mine,  and 
as  many  minute  men  and  militia  as  in  all  make  up  1800, 
are  attending  their  motions ; that  Col.  Caswell  of  the 
Craven  Minute  Battalion  was  within  a few  miles  of 
Moore  with  600  men,  and  that  the  militia  were  prepar- 
ing to  assist  him  if  necessary.  What  farther  I hear  of 
of  consequence,  you  shall  immediately  be  acquainted 
with.  I have  been  much  plagued  to  get  my  people  to 
continue  in  the  service ; with  some  management  how- 
ever I got  many  of  them  to  enlist  before  I left  Eden- 
ton,  and  Col.  Patten  wrote  me  to-day  that  many  more 
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have  entered,  and  that  he  makes  no  doubt  the  rest  will  fol- 
low, as  out  of  the  350  with  him,  above  250  were  inlisted, 
but  not  without  the  positive  condition,  that  they  should 
liave  ten  or  twelve  days  furlough.  This  I consented 
to,  as  I thought  it  better  than  not  to  get  them  at  all, 
and  as  at  any  rate  they  would  be  sooner  em])odied,  cfe 
l)e  much  preferable  to  new  raised  troops ; added  to  this, 
the  great  fatigue  (so  patiently  endured)  of  a hard  in- 
clement Winter’s  Campaign  gave  them  a claim  to  some 
little  indulgence,  and  made  Kest  for  a short  time  neces- 
sary to  them.  I am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  our  arms 
are  not  so  many  or  so  good  as  I wish,  nor  our  stock  of 
ammunition  as  large,  and  that  our  cannon  are  few,  the 
number  I did  not  know,  but  will  endeavor  to  be  in- 
formed of.  Our  Convention  seem  intent  upon  procuring 
every  requisite  article,  and  will,  I doubt  not,  exert  every 
possible  means.  They  have  determined  to  raise  three 
more  Eegular  Regiments  at  least,  and  have  lost  all  idea 
of  ex2:>ense,  in  the  zeal  of  preparing  for  defence.  They 
request  my  stay  here  some  time  longer,  as  they  will 
have  frequent  occasion  to  refer  to  me,  as  to  Army  Reg- 
ulations. How  happy  would  it  make  me  to  see  you 
here,  both  U2)on  my  own  account,  and  upon  that  of  the 
service,  as  I am  certain  your  presence  and  the  informa- 
tion you  could  give  them,  would  both  forward  and  per- 
fect tlieir  o2)erations  very  considerably.  May  I,  dear 
Sir,  expect  this  2)leasure,  and  when  ? At  any  rate,  let 
me  entreat  to  be  honored  by  a line,  either  by  Post,  Ex- 
press, or  by  any  other  opportunity.  I shall  take  it  as 
a favor.  I shall  Imt  in  my  Duty,  and  you  may  be  as- 
sured it  will  be  my  inclination,  to  send  you  instant 
information  of  every  circumstance  of  importance,  A to 
solicit  that  aid  you  so  kindly  offer,  and  which  it  is 
probable  this  Country  may  soon  find  so  absolutely  neces- 
sary. Oljlige  me.  Sir,  by  believing  that  I am,  with  the 
greatest  Respect 

Your  most  Obed^  humble  Servant 

Robert  PIowe. 

Major  Genl.  Lee. 
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From  Lieut.  Colonel  Read. 

Suffolk,  A|)ril  ye  10^^  177(). 
Sir, 

Agreeable  to  your  directions  to  Doctor  Skinner,  lie 
is  now  at  liis  place  ; and  lias  diligently  visited  our 
numerous  sick ; bis  attendance  was  timeoiis,  and  from 
liis  Abilities  I am  flattered  the  sick  Troops  will  derive 
great  Relief,  the  goodness  and  care  which  your  Excel- 
lency has  shewn  on  this  occasion,  meets  with  the  grate- 
ful thanks  of  your  Soldiers  A Officers.  The  Doctor 
encloses  a List  of  the  sick  in  his  Letter  to  you,  which 
conies  under  my  cover,  also  a letter  with  a List  of 
medicines  to  Doctor  Hall:  we  are  making,  with  every 
dispatch,  conveniences  for  the  comfort  A reception  of 
the  unfortunate  sick;  the  bulk  of  invalids  belong  to  the 
2d.  Regiment,  proceeding  in  a great  measure  from  the 
severity  of  the  winter,  the  new  recruits  are  lieginuing 
to  complain,  and  I am  fearful,  will  afford  too  many  ob- 
jects for  the  Hospital.  I have  nothing  new  to  inform 
your  Excellency  of.  The  enemy  confine  themselves 
with  much  caution  within  their  Lines,  A under  the  pro- 
tection of  their  ships. 

I have  the  honor,  Ac. 

Isaac  Read. 

To  His  Ex^  General  Lee. 


From  General  Robert  Howe. 

Sir, 

Since  I wrote  my  other  letter,  a Report  in  appear- 
ance not  improbable  says,  that  our  fleet  have  fallen  in 
with  Gove’'  Martin,  and  that  they  have  taken  him  ; if 
I get  a confirmation  of  this  news  you  shall  instantly 
hear  of  it,  if  you  receive  it  any  other  way  liefore  I 
write  you  again,  you  will  lay  me  under  obligation  not 
to  let  it  linger  a moment.  As  I hope  your  arrival 
26 
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here  I have  taken  the  liberty  to  2:>rocure  an  apartment 
for  yon  at  M"'  Thomsons,  a private  gentleman  of  great 
hospitality.  Yon  will  therefore  please  to  drive  direct- 
ly to  Ills  house.  All  hired  lodgings  and  Pnblick 
Houses  are  taken  up,  and  if  they  were  not  quite  full, 
are  so  crowded  that  you  would  find  it  insupportably 
inconvenient  and  disagreeable.^ — Some  of  our  people  at 
Cape  Fear  have  had  a small  brush  with  a j^arty  of  the 
Enemy  who  ventur’d  on  shore,  & have  taken  an  officer 
and  five  or  six  men.  Geik  Moore  writes  me  that  two 
Batteries  are  erected  at  AVilmington  of  a few  sixes  and 
nines,  wliich  he  thinks  sufficient  in  all  jarobability  to 
kee})  off  any  slii})  which  can  come  up  to  that  Town,  as 
there  is  not  above  ten  feet  water.  The  Enemy  have 
burnt  the  House  of  M’"  Dry,  Collector  of  Port  Bruns- 
wick, with  all  his  furniture,  A®  why  this 

wanton  piece  of  cruelty  no  one  can  account  as  he  is  a 
Kings  officer,  and  had  never  taken  one  stej^  against 
Government.  They  have  done  me  the  honor  to  dis- 
furnish  my  House,  as  a Gentleman  from  that  j^art  of 
the  country  informs  me  heard,  of  chairs,  tables,  glasses, 
china  and  ])late.  All  they  took  is  suppos’d  to  amount 
to  T1500 — he  says  it  is  rej^orted  that  they  destroy’d 
all  my  Private  letters  A accounts,  as  if  determined  to 
injure  me  without  Benefit  to  themselves  or  to  their 
cause.  I console  myself  with  the  hope  I shall  be  up  with 
them  by  and  by ; they  were  it  seems  j^revented  by  a 
})arty  of  men  from  doing  further  mischief.  I would  be 
much  obliged  to  you  to  inform  me  to  whom  in  Phila- 
delphia I had  best  write  to  procure  me  a good  tent 
A other  camp  necessaries,  and  give  instructions  as  to 
size,  A®  A^'  A^"  for  all  my  Camj)  apparatus  must  have 
])een  taken  with  my  furniture.  I beg  your  Excuse  for 
this  Freedom,  and  I am  Sir,  with  great  resj^ect. 

Your  most  obed*  humble  Serv^* 

lloBERT  Howe. 


Halifax  April,  1776 
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From  the  Co:mmittee  of  Safety. 

AY illiamsburg,  April  y®  10^^  177(1 
To  tlie  IIoiF!"'  Alajor  General  Lee,  Commander  in  Chief 
of  the  Continental  Army  in  the  SontheiTi  District. 
The  Committee  of  Safety  taking  into  consideration 
the  state  of  this  Colony,  and  supposing  that  General 
Lee  may  wish  to  be  fully  advised  of  all  local  circum- 
stances, and  with  the  stej^s  that  have  been  taken,  by  the 
General  Convention  of  this  Colony  or  the  Committee  of 
Safety  under  their  appointment,  respecting  the  Army, 
have  tliought  it  proper  to  represent  that  the  Forces 
raised  by  the  General  Convention  of  Virginia,  for  the 
defence  of  this  Colony,  as  well  as  the  two  old  Fegiments 
then  rais’d,  as  the  seven  new  Battalions  to  be  raised, 
were  by  Ordinance  of  Convention  23ut  under  the  direc- 
tion of  this  Committee,  and  this  Board  was  directed  to 
provide  for  them  arms,  ammunition.  Tents,  Bedding, 
Cloathing,  Provisions  and  all  necessaries,  in  such  man- 
ner as  the  circumstances  of  this  Country  would  admit. 
The  Cloathing  to  be  paid  for  by  the  soldiery,  all  the 
rest  to  be  furnished  at  the  expence  of  the  Public. 

That  by  a clause  in  this  Ordinance  founded  on  a 
hope,  that  the  whole  nine  Battalions  would  be  taken 
into  Continental  pay,  it  is  ordained,  ‘‘That  the  whole 
should  be  under  the  command  of  one  Alajor  General, 
two  Brigadier  Generals,  to  be  appointed  by  Congress : 
A the  Field  and  other  Officers  to  be  appointed  and 
Commissioned  by  Convention  with  a proviso,  ‘ That  all 
appointments  and  Commissions  of  Convention  should 
become  void  when  Congress  should  commission  the 
same  officers  or  appoint  another  in  his  stead.’  ” 

The  Convention  also  considering  the  place  of  attack 
by  the  Enemy  uncertain,  and  knowing  the  whole  coast 
from  Norfolk  to  Alexandria  on  Potowmack  equally  ex- 
posed, were  pleased  to  direct  the  stations  of  the  troops 
as  follows;  two  Begiments  on  the  south  side  of  James 
Kiver,  two  between  York  and  James  Bivers,  two  be- 
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tween  York  and  Kappakannock  Rivers,  and  two  in  tlie 
Northern  Neck,  with  a proviso — “That  on  any  emer- 
gency, the  Committee  of  Safety  should  have  power  to 
call  them  from  those  Stations,  but  so  soon  as  the  exi- 
gency ceased,  they  should  be  order’d  back  to  their  re- 
spective stations.” 

That  in  pursuance  of  this  command  of  Convention 
this  Committee  directed  the  rendezvous  of  the  eight 
Ijattalions  (the  ninth  being  raised  for  the  sole  defence 
of  tlie  Eastern  shore)  at  convenient  places  within  the 
districts  described,  leaving  it  to  the  Commanding 
Officers  of  each  Battalion  to  station  them  at  any  place 
therein,  they  should  judge  best  for  the  service.  And 
in  pursuance  of  the  direction  of  Convention,  this  Com- 
mittee made  Contracts  for  victualling  these  Battalions 
by  the  Ration  at  an  agreed  price,  to  be  furnished  at  the 
particular  stations  and  varying  in  price  according  to 
the  conveniency  of  each  station.  These  Contractors 
have  accordingly  laid  in  provisions  in  pro23ortion  only 
to  the  number  of  troo2)s  allotted  to  such  stations,  & 
now  serve  all  the  Troops,  the  Congress  having  as  yet 
made  no  2)ro vision  for  such  purjDose.  The  Committee 
liave  also  purchased  Cloathiiig  & Necessaries  to  a very 
considerable  amount,  & stored  them  under  the  direc- 
tions of  ]3i’oper  ]3ersons  as  Commissaries  of  Stores  at 
this  |)lace  A at  Fredericksburg  at  the  head  of  Rappa- 
hannock River,  a place  through  which  all  stores  from 
the  Northward  must  come ; Central  with  respect  to  our 
back  country,  whence  a considerable  quantity  of  Linen 
is  ex|)ected,  and  most  convenient  for  supplying  the  two 
Regiments  in  the  Northern  Neck,  and  one  on  the  South 
side  of  Ra])2)a bannock  River.  Out  of  tliese  Stores  the 
whole  eight  Battalions  have  been  indiscriminately  fur- 
nislied  with  Cloathing  and  Necessaries,  ever  since  it  has 
been  known  that  six  of  them  have  been  taken  upon  the 
Continental  Establishment — the  latter  have  also  been 
paid  out  of  our  Treasury  from  necessity  to  avoid  any 
uneasiness,  through  the  want  of  a Continental  Fund 
here.  This  Committee  being  advised  that  General  Lee 
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has  been  pleased  to  order  the  four  Northern  Battalions 
to  this  place,  think  it  expedient  to  lay  tliis  short  state 
of  inatters  before  him  (wishing  to  refer  him  to  the  Or- 
dinance of  Convention,  for  his  fuller  information)  with 
a view  of  learning  from  the  General,  how  far  he  expects 
this  Board  should  be  assisting  in  the  Departments  here- 
tofore assigned  to  this  Committee  by  Convention,  ob- 
serving that  all  the  Contracts  for  victualling  tlie  Troops 
must  become  void,  so  soon  as  the  troops  are  finally  re- 
moved from  the  particular  Stations.  And  we  beg  leave 
farther  to  observe,  that  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony 
in  general  are  badly  armed,  A that  those  in  particular 
in  and  about  the  several  stations,  having  spared  their 
best  arms  to  the  soldiery  intended  for  their  immediate 
protection,  will  be  more  exposed  than  ever  A may  be 
exceedingly  alarmed  when  the  troops  are  called  at  a 
great  distance  from  them  Avhile  the  measures  of  the 
enemy,  or  their  intended  place  of  Attack  are  altogether 
unknown. 

This  Committee  beg  General  Lee  to  be  assured, 
that  they  place  entire  confidence  in  his  great  military 
Abilities,  A sincerely  congratulate  the  inhabitants  of 
this  Colony  on  his  acceptance  of  the  chief  Command 
here ; and  will  as  far  as  in  their  power  confine  them- 
selves to  such  a line  of  conduct  as  shall  not  interfere 
with  his  better  judgment ; A therefore  will  most  chear- 
fully  Co-Operate  with  General  Lee  in  every  thing 
which  he  may  think  they  can  be  of  Service,  A to  this 
end  they  wish  to  have  a Conference  with  General  Lee 
uj)on  the  subject  matter  of  this  representation,  A upon 
all  other  Occasions  when  he  shall  judge  it  necessary. 

Signed  for,  A by  Order  of  the  Committee  of  Safety. 

John  Page,  V.  P. 


To  the  Hon^J®  Major  General  Lee,  Ac. 
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From  Colonel  Hugh  Merger. 

Fredericksburg,  lOtli  April,  1776. 

Sir, 

In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  tlie  2d  instant,  my 
TteAment  is  on  the  march  from  Alexandria  A Dumfries, 
we  are  much  retarded  by  daily  succeed^  Rains,  which 
have  render’d  the  Roads  almost  impassable,  but  will 
use  our  utmost  endeavour  to  be  soon  at  Williamsbourg. 

M’’  Nevill  Commissary  of  Provisions  for  the  3rd 
Regiment  has  a quantity  of  Beef  and  Pork  salted  up  at 
Alexandria:  also  1500  Barrels  of  Flour.  I have 
directed  him  to  attend  us  with  all  necessary  Supplies  to 
illiamslmrg.  He  begs  to  know  your  pleasure  as  to 
conveying  the  whole  of  his  stores  to  that  place.  The 
Marine  Department  at  Alexandria  would  probably  re- 
quire what  he  has  on  hand  packed  up,  and  the  whole 
expence  of  waggoning  so  far  would  be  saved. 

I have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  most  Obedient  Servant, 

Hugh  Mercer. 

To  The  HoiP^®  Major  General  Lee. 


Proceedings. 

In  Committee  of  Safety  at  Williamsburg, 
April  x'"^  1776. 

The  Committee  taking  under  their  most  serious  Con- 
sideration a letter  from  Major  General  Lee,  urging  the 
necessity  of  removing  the  Inhabitants  of  Norfolk  and 
Princess  Anne  Counties,  from  the  Neighbourhood  of 
our  Enemy,  together  with  several  letters  from  the 
Secretary  of  State  lately  intercepted,  and  other  Papers ; 
and  having  been  repeatedly  informed  upon  oath,  by 
every  person  that  has  escaped  from  Lord  Dunmore’s 
Ships  and  the  fleet  at  Norfolk,  that  there  is  a constant 
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intercourse  kept  up  between  tlie  Inhabitants  on  the 
Norfolk  side,  who  furnish  the  Enemy  with  Provisions, 
and  give  Intelligence  of  all  our  measures,  which  conduct 
has  been  frequently  experienced  and  complained  of  by 
the  Officers  at  our  Posts  in  those  Counties : This  Com- 
mittee impressed  by  the  foregoing  and  many  other 
pregnant  jjroofs,  wdth  a full  conviction  of  the  Inimical 
disposition  of  many  of  the  Inhabitants  in  y®  Neighbour- 
hood of  our  Enemy,  and  convinced  that  all  others  who 
may  be  well  disposed,  and  really  attached  to  the 
common  cause  must  be  exposed  to  the  depredations  of 
the  Enemy,  Do  unanimously  Resolve  and  Order  that  all 
the  Inhabitants  of  Norfolk  and  Princess  Anne  Counties, 
at  present  residing  between  the  Enemy  and  our  Posts 
at  Great  Bridge  and  Kemps’  Landing,  and  in  a direct 
line  from  Kemp’s  landing  to  the  Ocean,  be  immediately 
removed  to  some  interior  parts  of  this  Colony,  and  that 
those  who  are  unable  to  remove  themselves,  ])e  assisted 
by  the  Public.  And  for  the  better  effecting  such 
removal.  It  fs  further  ordered  that  all  the  live  stock  of 
the  said  Inhabitants  be  immediately  taken  possession  of 
by  our  army,  and  removed  to  a place  of  Safety  for  the 
use  of  the  owners,  and  such  part  thereof  as  the  owmers 
may  be  willing  to  part  wdth,  be  purchased  by  the  Com- 
missaries for  the  use  of  the  Forces,  except,  where  it  may 
happen  to  be  the  property  of  such  as  have  already  re- 
tired to,  or  may  hereafter  join  Lord  Dunmore. 

This  Committee  considering  the  Intelligence  con- 
tained in  the  aforementioned  Letters  from  the  Secretary 
of  State,  & reflecting  on  the  uniform  j)olicy  of  the 
British  Court,  and  the  measures  lately  adopted  in  North 
Carolina,  are  fully  convinced  that  our  enemies  are 
solely  encouraged  to  make  their  wicked  attempts  upon 
such  Colonies,  wherein  they  can  expect  the  best  assist- 
ance from  the  persons  disaffected  to  the  American  Cause, 
and  are  of  opinion  that  the  most  likely  means  of 
securing  this  Colony  from  such  attempts,  will  be  to  re- 
move all  suspicious  pejsons  beyond  the  Influence  of  the 
Enemy.  This  Board  do  therefore  order,  that  all  persons 
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within  the  Counties  of  Norfolk  and  Pifncess  Anne,  who 
have  hei*etofore  repaired  to  Lord  Dnnmore’s  Standard, 
and  taken  the  oath  prescribed  by  him,  who  thereby  may 
have  a reliance  on  them  to  aid  his  measures,  do  imme- 
diately remove  themselves  to  some  interior  parts  of  this 
Colony,  at  least  Thirty  miles  from  the  Enemy,  and  the 
l)etter  to  enforce  such  removal.  It  is  further  ordered, 
that  all  the  male  Slaves  of  such  suspected  persons, 
above  the  age  of  Thirteen,  and  also  the  like  slaves  of 
the  ])ersons  within  the  Limits  afore  described,  be  imme- 
diately"  taken  into  the  custody  and  safe  keeping  of  some 
Officer  at  our  Posts  in  Norfolk  and  Princess  Anne,  to  be 
conveyed  to  some  place  oif  Navigation,  A;  to  be  returned 
to  the  Owners  after  they  shall  have  settled  at  some 
secure  place  upon  the  furthei*  order  of  this  Committee. 

Pesolved,  that  a sum  of  money  not  exceeding  one 
thousand  pounds,  be  advanced  to  Willis  Kiddie,  James 
IMurdaugh,  and  Andrew  Meade,  Gentlemen,  or  any  two 
of  tliem,  to  be  applied  to  the  assistance  of  such  poor 
persons,  as  in  their  opinion  may  not  be  able  to  remove 
themselves;  and  the  said  Willis  Kiddick,  James  Mur- 
daugh,  and  Andrew  Meade,  are  herel)y  emj)owered  and 
requested  to  make  proper  provision  for  tliese  necessary 
])urposes,  and  in  general  to  superintend  this  important 
] )usiness,  and  be  assisting  in  the  execution  thereof  in  the 
most  humane  manner  the  nature  of  the  case  will  admit 
of.  And  it  is  earnestly  recommended  to  all  persons, 
who  can  2:>rovide  Habitations  for  such  so  removing  to 
give  notice  thereof  in  the  Virginia  Gazette,  as  speedily 
as  possible. 


■\ttest : 

John  Beckley,  Ass*  Clk. 


John  Page,  V.  P. 


THE  LEE  PAPERS. 


409 


To  Colonel  Mercer. 

Williamsburg  April  y®  1776. 
Sir, 

When  I order’d  your  Eegiment  to  march  down  to 
Williamsburg,  it  was  not  my  intention  to  strip  the 
Northern  Neck  of  the  Troops  necessary  for  its  defence  : 
I proposed  to  replace  your  Kegiment  with  Cob  Danger- 
field’s  then  in  the  Provincial  Pay  : this  exchange  was 
founded  on  a very  solid  reason,  for  had  it  been  neces- 
sary to  march  a Body  out  of  the  Province  the  Continen- 
tal Forces  alone  were  at  my  disposal — but  since  my 
Letter  the  whole  have  been  put  on  the  Continental  Es- 
tablishment ; Dangerfield’s  can  be  march’d  out  of  the 
Province  therefore  as  well  as  your’s ; for  this  consider- 
ation. I must  desire  that  you  will  remain  with  your  Be- 
giment  for  the  defence  of  this  district,  as  you  are  a much 
better  judge  of  the  manner  it  will  be  proper  to  station 
them,  to  answer  the  end  proposed,  than  I can  possibly 
be ; for  instance,  whether  the  whole  or  only  a part  at 
Alexandria,  I leave  entirely  to  your  good  sense  and  dis- 
* cretion. 

I am  Sir, 

Your  most  ob*  Servt 

Charles  Lee. 

To  Colonel  Mercer, 

Dumfries. 


Instructions  to  Brigadier  General  Armstrong. 

W“®burg  Ap^  y®  10^^  1776. 

It  has  ever  been  the  opiDion  of  General  Lee  that  in- 
structions to  an  officer  how  to  act  in  a distant  command 
is  impertinence  and  mere  pedantry.  He  desires  there- 
fore Brigadier  General  Armstrong  to  use  his  own  judg- 
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menfc  and  discretion  in  Lis  command  He  only  requires 
that  immediately  upon  Lis  arrival  in  Soutli  Carolina, 
He  (General  Armstrong)  should  make  out  returns  of 
the  strength,  condition,  and  quality  of  the  different 
Corps,  and  in  general  of  the  force  of  the  whole  Prov- 
ince; that  he  should  likewise  inform  himself  not  only 
of  the  strength  of  Georgia,  but  of  the  politicks  and  dis- 
position of  the  People,  and  transmit  the  substance  of 
his  information  on  these  subjects  to  General  Lee,  di- 
rected to  Brigadier  General  Ho^ve  in  ISTorth  Carolina, 
who  will  forward  ’em  to  head  Quarters  whereever  they 
happen  to  be.  He  hopes  and  recommends  it  to  General 
Armstrong  that  he  will  be  jealous  of  ceding  an  inch  of 
ground;  as  in  Slave  Countries  so  much  depends  on 
opinion,  and  the  opinion  which  the  slaves  will  entertain 
of  our  superiority  or  inferiority,  will  naturally  keep 
pace,  with  our  maintaining  or  giving  ground  : for  these 
reasons.  Charleston  must  be  defended  with  the  utmost 
obstinacy : if  the  enemy  appear  on  the  coast  of  South 
Carolina,  and  show  an  intention  of  lodging  themselves 
in  that  Province,  the  Brigadier  is  to  send  an  express 
immediately  to  the  Major  General,  & he  is  to  assure  the 
Inhabitants  as  an  encouragement  to  act  with  vigor, 
that  a strong  force  shall  be  immediately  march’d  to 
their  assistance. 


To  Colonel  Muhlenberg. 

Williamsburg  April  y®  1776. 

Sir, 

This  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Doctor  Brown  of 
the  2nd.  Doctor  Skinner  must  be  sent  up  in  his  room 
to  Williamslnirg — I desire.  Sir,  you  will  contrive  to 
make  room  for  as  many  troops  in  and  about  Suffolk  as 
possible.  I intend  in  a very  few  days  to  visit  your 
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Post,  so  sliall  not  trouble  you  at  present  witb  any  in- 
structions. 

I am  Sir, 

Your  most  ob^  Servant 

Charles  Lee. 

P.  S. — When  you  think  you  are  strong  enough  in 
your  Post  at  Suffolk,  I desire  you  will  detach  two  hun- 
dred men  to  post  themselves  near  Brickels  at  the  head 
of  the  western  Branch,  to  prevent  the  Enemies  procur- 
ing any  supplies  from,  that  quarter : whatever  cattle 
and  horses  belonging  to  Tories  are  sent  to  you  from 
Cob  Eppes,  you  are  to  take  charge  of  for  y®  public 
Service.  I must  desire  you  will  order  some  oats  and 
fodder  to  l)e  provided  for  the  use  of  my  horses,  on  my 
arrival  at  your  post. 


To  Lieut.  Colonel  Eppes. 

Williamsburg  April  y®  11*^  1776. 

Sir, 

You  will  excuse  my  answering  so  concisely  your 
letter  of  the  sixth — I have  ordered  down  two  teams  as 
you  desire — I shall  post  two  hundred  men  at  Brickels 
— you  must  seize  Bobert  Shedden  (do’nt  spare  one)  and 
the  other  dangerous  Tories  and  send  ’em  to  Williams- 
burg, drive  y®  horses  and  cattle  belonging  to  the  Ene- 
mies and  Tories  to  Suffolk ; Colonel  Mulenberg  has 
orders  to  take  charge  of  them ; have  these  Pascals  no 
blankets  or  bedclothes  of  any  kind  ? if  they  have  send 
them  to  the  hospital  at  Suifolk  for  the  use  of  the  sick. 
I must  now  Sir,  beg  that  you  will  take  the' pains  to  in- 
form yourself,  but  that  you  will  do  it  with  the  utmost 
secrecy  (for  reasons  I shall  hereafter  give  you)  of  the 
most  convenient  part  of  Norfolk  and  Princess  Ann 
County  for  the  cantoonment  of  a considerable  body  of 
of  troops,  for  instance  two  thousand  men,  in  as  com- 
pact a circle  as  possible ; you  will  oblige  me  in  pro- 
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viding  some  oats  and  fodder  for  tlie  use  of  my  horses, 
to  be  ready  on  my  arrival,  I li023e  to  see  you  in  a very 
few  days. 

I am  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  Servant, 

Charles  Lee, 

Major  General 

To  Lt.  Col.  Eppes,  Kemp’s  Landing. 


From  Major  Spotswood. 


Suffolk,  April  1776. 


IIoN®^^  Sir 

L^  Hughes  of  the  5*^  Company  in  the  2nd  Regiment, 
was  arrested  by  me  for  refusing  in  iiresence  of  the 
whole  Battalion,  to  do  his  Duty  as  an  officer  on  the 
Parade.  He  was  tried  by  a Court  Mai-tial,  and  or- 
dered to  make  concession  at  the  head  of  the  Regiment, 
wliich  he  refused  to  do,  and  sent  me  word  he  had  re- 
signed his  Commission.  I then  through  Major  Parker, 
informed  the  Gentleman  that  he  had  no  right,  nor 
should  he  resign  witliout  leave,  nor  be  released  from 
his  confinement  until  the  sentence  of  the  Court  Martial 
was  complied  with;  and  that,  if  I had  arrested  him 
unjustly  there  was  a power  above  me  to  ajiply  to  for  re- 
dress. Many  of  the  officers  joined  me  in  o2)inion,  that 
the  Commanding  Officer  here,  had  a right  to  order 
another  Court  Martial  to  sit  on  Mr.  Hughes.  I im- 
mediately a2)23lied  to  Colonel  Muhlenburg,  who  told  me, 
it  would  give  him  great  ]:)leasure  if  I would  state  the 
matter  to  you ; and  gave  for  Reason  why  he  would 
wish  me  to  do  so,  that  all  his  Regiment  here  consisted 
of  Rifie  Companies,  and  that  if  Mr.  Hughes  was  to  be 
acquitted,  which  he  seems  apprehensive  would  be  the 
case  was  he  to  be  tried  again,  that  his  officers  would 
think  as  Mr.  Hughes  does,  that  all  Officers  Command- 
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ing  Kifle  Companies,  as  they  were  raised  as — Light  In- 
fantry, that  no  Commanding  Officer  has  a right  to 
make  them  do  parade  Duty.  Mr.  Hughes  remains 
still  in  confinement,  and  shall  continue  so,  until  I hear 
from  you.  This  is  not  the  first  time  this  Gent”  has 
put  on  these  airs.  While  I command  here,  or  when  I 
do  command  any  set  of  men,  I will  never  require  any- 
thing unreasonable  of  them,  but  what  I do  require,  I 
am  determined  shall  be  complied  with.  I am  but 
young  in  military  knowledge,  and  wish  much  to  be  in 
Williamsburg,  where  I think  I could  improve  myself. 
If  I have  been  remiss  in  my  duty  since  your  arrival, 
which  I believe  I have  in  not  sending  a return  of  the 
2d  Kegiment  up  sooner,  hope  you’ll  impute  it  to  inex- 
perience. 

I am  Sir,  With  great  Respect 
Yours 

Alex”  Spotswood. 

To  Major  Gen.  Lee. 


Feom  Dr.  a.  Skinner. 

Suffolk,  April  ll'"^  I77fi. 

Sir, 

The  Situation  of  the  Sick  here  is  truly  deplorable, 
distributed  about  the  Town  in  little  unwholesome  huts. 
They  have  no  one  to  attend  to  them  but  a soldier,  who 
prepares  their  common  allowance  in  the  most  coarse  and 
uncleanly  manner,  nothing  to  lay  upon  but  the  hard 
floor  with  only  a Blanket  to  cover  themselves.  The 
filth  and  nastiness  of  the  Huts  in  which  they  are  placed 
is  sufficient  to  produce  a pestilence,  and  I am  greatly 
surprised  the  sick  list  does  not  amount  to  a much  larger 
number,  tho’  by  the  bye  you  will  find  from  the  enclosed 
Return  the  number  very  considerable  for  the  quantity 
of  Trooj^s  at  this  post.  Kemps  Landing  and  the  Bridge 
are  I dare  say  in  much  the  same  situation.  From  the 
General  Tendency  of  the  disorders  in  this  part  of  Vir- 
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ginia  to  Kim  into  a putrid  state  I am  ajDpreliensive  tlie 
approacliing  Summer  may  produce  such  as  will  be  In- 
fectious, and  perhaps  prove  more  fatal  to  our  Troops 
than  the  sword  of  the  Enemy,  and  nothing  but  the 
strictest  and  most  minute  attention  to  cleanliness  about 
tlie  Barracks  or  Tents,  and  neatness  in  the  persons  of 
the  Soldiery  can  j^ossibly  prevent  it.  The  necessity  of 
this  is  a matter  which  our  young  and  inexperienced 
officers  are  totally  unacquainted  with  & inattentive  to. 
Tho’  I make  no  doubt  they  would  chearfully  attend  to 
it,  if  put  within  the  line  of  their  duty  or  recommended 
to  them  hj  one  they  j)nt  such  Implicit  confidence  in  as 
I am  assured  they  unanimously  do  in  the  present  Com- 
manding Officer  of  the  Virginia  Troops.  The  Colonels 
Muhlenbergh  Keed  have  procur’d  me  as  much  Orz- 
nabuggs  as  will  make  make  fifty  Beds  sheets  which 
are  now  about  and  will  be  finish’d  in  five  or  six  days. 
I have  joiners  likeivise  about  Cradles  for  the  Beds  to 
stand  on,  and  am  endeavouring  to  procure  other  neces- 
saries for  a Hosj^ital  on  this  scale  which  I am  in  hopes 
to  complete  in  ten  or  fifteen  days,  if  a projDer  house  can 
he  procured  in  that  time.  The  Town  affiords  tivo  or 
three  of  them  large  enough  for  the  purpose.  But  its 
situation  which  is  in  a sandy  bottom  surrounded  almost 
with  marsh  and  swamps  render  it  remarkably  unwhole- 
some, liesides  the  inconveniences  always  attending  a 
Hospital  nigh  the  Camp,  but  more  especially  in  a place 
Avhere  infectious  disorders  will  probably  be  frequent. 
There  are  likewise  some  houses  a few  miles  from  the 
Town  fit  for  the  purpose,  but  they  are  all  occupied,  and 
without  particular  directions  I should  not  think  myself 
justifiable  in  insisting  upon  them.  A plantation  about 
two  miles  from  hence  directly  on  the  road  to  the 
Bridge  has  a very  convenient  house  and  large  out  houses 
fitted  for  the  purpose.  But  unless  the  post  at  the 
Bridge  is  meant  to  be  kept  up,  it  will  perhaps  be  ex- 
pos’d to  the  Enemy.  A surgeon  and  two  or  three  mates, 
will  be  necessary  to  attend  such  an  Hospital  fix’d  here, 
which  might  likewise  receive  the  sick  from  the  bridge 
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is  sucli  as  the  Kegimental  Surgeons  will  not  have  proper 
conveniences  for,  or  such  whose  disorders  will  not  make 
it  prudent  to  keep  in  Camp.  But  no  Surgeon  whose 
abilities  can  be  in  the  least  depended  upon  can  be  pre- 
vailed to  attend  for  less  than  what  the  Convention  al- 
low’d in  the  first  rais’d  Regiments,  i,  e,  10/ p.  diem,  3 
rations,  and  forage  for  a horse.  Neither  can  mates  be 
liad  for  less  than  the  former  allowance,  i,  e,  5/  & 3 
rations  p.  diem  (forage  for  a horse  was  allow’d,  but  that 
peril aps  might  be  got  over  with  them)  Doctor  Ramsay 
one  of  the  oldest  and  most  respectable  practitioners  in 
Norfolk  is  now  here,  & would  undertake  the  direction 
of  it  upon  the  above  terms — his  abilities  as  well  as  uni- 
form attachment  to  & suhrerings  in  the  present  contest 
for  freedom  strongly  recommend  him.  If  you  should 
ap]:>rove  of  him  you  will  be  pleas’d  to  inclose  a proper 
authority  for  his  taking  the  matter  under  his  care  with  , 
such  instructions  as  you  may  think  necessary.  In  the 
mean  [time]  I shall  have  every  convenience  for  the  sick 
prepar’d  ready  to  be  plac’d  in  any  house  either  in  the 
Town  or  Country  as  you  may  think  best.  Medicines 
we  are  very  badly  off  for.  Bark  that  essential  Article 
in  a ^varm  climate  we  are  wholly  without.  I have  sent 
up  to  shop  at  W'^^^'burgh  to  supply  our  immediate  wants. 
But  the  quantity  there  is  already  trifling  even  for  that 
jilace  alone.  Would  it  not  be  worth  the  trouble  of 
sending  to  Carolina  to  endeavour  to  get  a part  of  the 
medicines  taken  by  ColB  Caswell  ? The  quantity  which 
is  said  to  have  been  taken  is  considerably  more  than 
they  can  want  immediately. 

I am  Respectfully 

Your  Excellencies  most  ob*"  Seiwant 

A.  Skixxer.. 
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To  Kiciiard  Henry  I.ee. 

Williamsburg,  April  12.  1776.^ 

My  Dear  Friend, 

I am  mncli  pleased  with  the  appointment  of  the 
Congress  of  the  two  engineers,  and  not  less  so  with 

estal)lisliment;  but  at  the  same  time  am  a good 

deal  dissatisfied  by  an  omission  of  the  provincial  Con- 
gress of  Virginia  in  not  having  mentioned  a company 
of  artillery  Avhich  they  had  already  raised,  and  at  the 
head  of  Avhich  a Captain  Tunis  AAns  placed ; yon  per- 
haps knoAV  him,  he  Avas  formerly  usher  of  the  German 
school  here,  is  a man  of  extraordinary  Aurtiie,  good 
sense  and  knoAvledge ; the  thought  of  discharging  such 
men  is  extremely  disagreeable.  I hope  some  means 
may  be  devised  of  proAuding  for  him  in  a manner  ade- 
quate to  his  merit.  If  a commissary  of  ordnance,  is  to 
be  an  established  ofilce,  it  Avould  suit  him,  there  is,  I 
understand,  to  be,  likeAvise,  a commissary  of  musters,  I 
Avould  beg  leave  to  recommend  a Archer,  avIio  has  a 
most  unexceptionable  cliaracter,  and  lost  his  all,  his 
household  goods  and  slaves,  in  the  destruction  of  Nor- 
folk. These  sutferers  have  certainly,  (Avhen  qualified 
for  the  discharge  of  their  duty)  the  first  and  most  solid 
claim  to  the  faA^our  of  the  Congress.  As  I can  have  no 
jobs  in  Anew,  as  I have  no  predilections  or  connexions, 
I shall  make  no  scruples  of  appointing  to  act,  and  en- 
treating the  Congress  to  confirm  my  ajApointments.  I 
have  myself  no  doubt,  that  the  first  attempt  of  the 
tyrant’s  mercenaries  Avill  be  on  Virginia.  My  opinion 
of  your  troops  and  officers,  is,  thank  God,  so  good,  as  to 
put  me  entirely  at  my  ease  Avith  respect  to  action,  corps 
to  corps.  I only  Avish  your  proAuncial  Congress  and 
committee  of  safety,  had  taken  some  precautions  for  the 
security  of  your  great  naAugable  riA^ers  against  their 
piratical  inundations ; and  in  my  opinion,  nothing  could 
be  easier  effected.  Perhaps  I may  differ  from  the  gene- 
rality of  sea-faring  people ; but  as  they  have  their 
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prejudices,  and  are  like  other  professions,  a serviiin 
pecus^  I sliall  not  give  up  my  opinion.  I ^v^ould  then 
propose  fitting  your  rivers  with  twelve  or  eighteen 
oared  boats,  mounting  a six-pounder  at  the  head  of 
eacli,  fortifying  the  sides  with  occasional  mantlets, 
musket  proof,  and  manning  them  with  stout  volunteers, 
whose  principle  should  be  boarding.  I am  mistaken, 
when  we  are  sufficiently  provided  with  fleets  of  this 
kind,  if  a single  tender  will  show  itself  in  your  rivers. 
I have  already  for  experiment  sake,  sent  out  one  boat, 
armed  and  principled  in  this  manner,  on  a cruise,  and 
expect  with  impatience  the  issue.  The  men  have  their 
cutlasses  and  pistols,  and  seemed  to  taste  the  project. 
I shall  order  twenty  for  each  great  liver ; the  expense 
is  trilling,  and  the  sj^irit,  the  very  jninciple  of  coming 
to  close  cpiarters,  will  inspire  naturally  the  people  ^vith 
confideuce  in  their  own  force  and  valour.  Another 
great  point  I seem  in  a fair  way  of  obtaining ; the  con- 
ciliating your  soldiers  to  the  use  of  spears;  we  had  a 
battalion  out  this  day ; two  companies  of  the  strongest 
and  tallest,  were  armed  with  this  \veapon ; they  were 
formed  something  like  the  Triarii  of  tlie  Romans,  in  the 
rear  of  the  battalions,  occasionally  either  to  tliro^v 
themselves  into  the  intervals  of  the  line,  or  to  form  a 
third,  second,  or  front  rank  in  close  order.  It  has  a fine 
effect  to  the  eye,  and  the  men  in  general  seemed  con- 
vinced of  the  utility  of  the  arrangement.  In  two  days, 
I shall  visit  Norfolk,  Suffolk  and  Kemp’s  landing. 

Your’s,  affectionately, 

Charles  Lee. 


To  THE  Committee  of  Secrecy  of  the  Province  of 
North  Carolina. 

Williamsburg,  April  13'"^  1776. 

GENTLE:\rEN, 

I had  yesterday  the  honor  of  your’s  of  the  ninth ; 
the  ^eal,  ardor  and  public  sj^irit  of  your  Province,  not 
27 
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only  reflect  great  honor  on  its  own  Character,  but  there 
is  reason  to  think  tliat  your  Example  will  inspire  others 
with  that  vigor  and  decision  which  are  alone  wanting 
to  insure  victory.  Your  Resolution  to  raise  a body  of 
light  horse  is  in  my  opinion  most  judicious,  it  is  a species 
of  troops  without  Avhich  an  army  is  a defective  and 
lame  machine.  I have  proposed  and  urged  it  in  this 
province.  They  talk  of  adopting  the  measure,  but  noth- 
ing is  as  yet  done.  I could  wish,  gentlemen,  that  your 
horses  may  be  of  the  strongest  sort,  so  that  on  pressing 
occasions  a Dragoon  may  be  able  to  carry  a foot  sol- 
dier liehind  him : I am  sorry  you  are  so  deficient  in 
powder.  I have  wrote  to  the  Congress  on  the  occasion, 
and  hope  to  be  able  soon  to  supply  you  : as  to  arms,  1 
will  believe  it  will  be  impossible  to  procure  ’em,  unless 
you  have  on  the  frontiers  a sufficient  number  of  Rifles ; 
for  my  own  part,  I like  ’em,  even  better  for  the  Battal- 
ions than  Musquets — particularly  if  you  can  conciliate 
your  men  to  the  use  of  spears.  I never  had  in  my  life 
any  opinion  of  bayonets ; my  opinion  may  appear  sin- 
gular, but  it  is  certain  they  never  have  been  used  tho’ 
we  hear  so  finquently  of  attacking  with  bayonets  ; for 
these  reasons,  I would  propose  that  you  should  collect 
all  the  Rifles  possible,  after  having  regulated  the  neces- 
sary busyness  of  this  Province,  I shall  pay  my  respects 
in  person  to  your  Committee,  and  thank  ’em  viva  voce 
for  the  good  opinion  they  are  pleased  to  express  of  me, 
& I am  Gentlemen 

Your  most  ob*  hb^®  Serv^ 

Charles  Lee. 


P.  S.  It  is  of  the  utmost  impoidance  that  you  j)ro- 
vide  a sufficient  number  of  proper  boats,  for  the  trans- 
portation of  Troops  over  your  respective  Rivers. 
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From  Colonel  Mercer. 

Fredericksburg,  14^^  April,  1776. 

Sir, 

I shall  prepare  in  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the 
10^^  Instant,  to  resume  my  former  station  at  Alexandria. 
That  place  from  the  easy  access  of  Ships  of  Force  to  it, 
its  containing  a considerable  quantity  of  public  stores, 
& fitting  out  the  principal  Marine  of  Virginia  appears 
to  me  to  be  the  principal  object,  we  are  to  attend  to  in 
defence  of  the  frontier  along  the  Potowmack  Fiver. 
Guards  will  also  be  necessary  on  Acquaquan,  Quantico, 
& Patowmack  Creeks.  I should  judge  that  my  Fegiment 
cannot  occupy  further  along  that  Frontier  without  di- 
viding us  too  much.  Your  Instructions  however  on  this 
head  will  give  me  pleasure.  Not  having  yet  procured 
a Copy  of  all  the  Resolves  of  Congress  I am  at  a loss 
as  to  many  Fegulations  of  the  Army,  particularly  as  to 
the  pay  & Rations  of  the  Officers,  the  Forage  allo^v^ed 
them,  ck  the  Hospital  Stores.  Also  whether  any  allow- 
ance is  made  to  the  men  on  Extra  Duty,  and  how  far  a 
Colonel  of  a Regiment  is  permitted  to  provide  what  ap- 
pears to  him  necessary  for  the  Service.  Three  Compa- 
nies of  my  Regiment  are  on  duty  at  Hampton.  I hope 
it  will  be  agreeable  to  you  to  order  them  to  join  us. 

Some  intrenching  Tools  purchased  from  Mr.  Hunter 
for  the  Public,  will  be  sent  off  to  morrow  for  AVilliams- 
burg  together  with  some  Medicines  belonging  to  the 
Troops.  We  remain  very  ill  provided  with  arms  : the 
two  Comj)anies  from  Fauquier  have  not  yet  joined  the 
Regiment. 

I have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  most  Obedient  Servant 

Hugh  Mercer. 


Major  General  Lee. 
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From  General  Robert  Howe. 


Halifax,  14*^  April,  1776. 


Sir, 

I have  tlie  lionour  to  transmit  you  a Resolution  of 
the  Convention  of  this  Colony  by  which  you  will  find 
they  have  determin’d  to  raise  four  new  battalions  of 
regulars,  the  Resolution  does  not  contain  all  the  officers 
appointed,  as  several  others  have  been  added  by  a sub- 
sequent resolve.  They  intend  putting  the  militia  upon 
as  respectable  a footing  as  possible,  in  short  they  seem 
to  wish  to  prepare  for  those  events  which  probably  are 
very  near  at  hand.  Pity  it  is  they  had  not  been  as 
much  in  earnest  earlier,  and  had  not  relied  almost 
against  possibility  upon  that  reconciliation  which,  had 
it  been  obtained  would  only  have  been  a milder  degree 
of  slavery.  I receiv’d  some  letters  last  night  from  Cape 
Fear,  things  remain  pretty  near  in  the  same  situation  as 
when  last  I wrote  you.  Some  deserters  inform  that  the 
enemy  are  momentarily  collecting  considerable  Rein- 
forcements, and  that  they  only  wait  the  arrival  of  some 
bombs  to  set  Wilmington  on  fire.  I have  been  flattered 
l)y  report  with  your  arrival  at  this  place  every  day  for 
several  days  past,  and  even  now  I am  told  that  you  are 
certainly  to  be  here  to-morrow  or  the  next  day.  I know 
nothing  that  would  give  more  pleasure  or  that  I more  sin- 
cerely wish.  I have  not  been  able  to  get  from  this 
place  as  yet — indeed  I found  my  presence  so  necessary 
here,  and  so  much  desir’d  by  the  Convention,  that  I 
could  not  leave  it,  and  anxious  as  I am  to  get  home  for 
a few  days  to  secure  the  remains  of  my  fortune,  I have 
staid  with  less  reluctance  as  I hoped  to  see  you,  this 
ex2)ectation  I do  not  wholly  relinquish  even  now.  I 
am  Sir,  the  greatest  respect. 

Your  most  ob.  hum.  Serv^ 

Robert  Howe. 
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From  Richard  Henry  Lee. 

Pliiladelpliia,  1 5^^  April,  1776. 

Dear  Sir, 

I liave  but  a moment  to  acknowledge  your  last  favor 
wliicli  gave  me  the  pleasure  of  knowing  you  were  Avell 
arrived  at  Williamsburg.  It  would  seem  as  if  Gen. 
HoAve  AA"as  yet  floating  on  the  Ocean  incertum  quo  fata 
ferant,  because  the  greatest  part  of  his  fleet  sailed  south- 
Avard  from  Boston,  and  because  a sloop  of  Avar  came  in- 
to N.  York  and  carried  Try  on  out  to  sea,  to  consult  Ave 
suppose.  The  riflemen  have  had  a fair  engagement 
Avith  a small  man  of  AA^ar  for  the  Avatering  place  at  N. 
York,  Avhen  the  former  drove  the  latter  otf,  and  have 
since  fortified  the  spring,  so  that  they  must  go  some- 
Avhere  else  for  Avater.  If  it  be  true  as  reported  here 
that  S’"  Peter  Parker  is  arrived  in  Virginia  with  Troops 
Ave  must  look  to  you  for  neAvs  in  future,  and  I make  no 
doubt  but  we  shall  have  good  iieAvs. 

Our  old  Commodore  Hopkins  has  actually  beaten 
the  GlasgoAV  in  a fair  fight,  and  Wallace  Avith  his 
Squadron  have  fled  from  the  Rhode  Island  station. 
Capt.  Barry  in  an  armed  Brig  from  hence  has  taken  off 
the  Capes  of  Virg""  and  sent  her  in  here,  a cutter,  AAuth 
8 carriage  Guns  belonging  to  the  Lwer230ol,  Avith  one 
of  that  ships  Lieutenants  commanding  her.  He  fought 
his  tender  well,  not  submitting  until  he  was  near  sink- 
ing. 

FareAvell  my  dear  friend.  May  you  be  healthy, 
haj)2)y,  and  successful. 

Richard  Henry  Lee. 

Gen.  Ward  has  resign’d  his  command  in  the  Conti- 
nental Army. 

General  Lee, 

at  Head  Quarters  in  Williamsburg,  Yirg*. 
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To  Col.  Hugh  Mercee. 


Williamsburg  April  15^^  1776. 

Sir, 

I am  extremely  obliged  to  you  for  your  alertness, 
altlio’  in  this  instance  it  is  somewliat  unlucky,  as  you 
are  I suppose  by  tliis  time  informed  tliat  you  are  to  re- 
main for  tlie  defence  of  the  Northern  Neck.  I shall 
not  trouble  you  with  any  further  instructions,  as  I can 
add  nothing  necessary  to  the  former.  Mr.  Nevill’s 
Beef,  Pork,  and  Flour,  will  of  course  be  kept  at  Alex- 
andria for  the  use  of  your  corps  and  the  Marines.  I 
could  wish.  Sir,  you  would  send  a return  to  the  Ad- 
jutant General  of  the  numbers  of  sailors.  Watermen 
and  ship  Carpenters  whom  you  have  in  your  Begiment. 

I am  Sir, 

Your  most  Ob"^  h"^'"  Serv"^ 

Charles  Lee. 

To  Cob  Hugh  Mercer. 


To  Major  Spotswood. 

Williamsb^  Ap^  15^^  1776. 

Sir, 

Altho’  the  articles  of  War  and  militaiy  ordinances 
of  the  Congress,  want  that  precision  and  fullness  that  I 
cou’d  wish,  it  is  so  subversive  of  discipline  and  order 
to  suppose  that  an  officer  may  be  guilty  of  every 
military  crime,  and  when  he  is  sentenced  by  a Court 
Martial  to  the  acknowledgment  of  his  misdemeanor 
that  he  should  be  able  to  evade  it  by  a simple  Besigna- 
tion  of  his  Commission,  that  it  is  impossible  not  to  ap- 
prove of  your  sensible  and  spirited  conduct,  w^^  regard 
to  Lieut.  Hughes : in  no  armies  that  I am  acquainted 
Avith  or  have  read  of,  are  the  officers  more  at  liberty, 
than  are  the  private  men  to  quit  the  service  Avithout 
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tlie  consent  of  tlie  Sovereign  to  wliom  they  are  en- 
gaged ; I must  repeat  therefore  that  I highly  approve 
of  your  conduct ; as  I shall  in  a very  few  days  be  down 
with  you  at  Suifolk,  when  I will  direct  the  inode  of 
proceeding.  I must  desire  that  you  will  continue  this 
Gentleman  in  arrest  ’till  my  arrival — the  idea  hatched 
by  some  of  the  Rifle  Companies  that  they  are  not  sub- 
ject to  every  duty  of  soldiers,  is  really  a curious  one, 
more  especially,  when  we  consider  that  more  than  one 
half  of  the  Virginian  Troops  are  composed  of  Riflemen; 
at  this  rate,  the  Musqueteers  would  have  a blessed  time 
of  it,  to  make  the  system  consistent  and  compleat,  the 
latter  ought  to  black  the  former’s  shoes,  and  wash  their 
shirts : I beg  you  will  communicate  this  letter  to  Cob 
Mughleuburgh,  who  certainly  very  judiciously  advised 
you  to  proceed  no  further  in  this  affair,  before  you  had 
consulted  the  Major  General  of  the  Department;  in 
fact,  no  Court  Martials  for  the  tryal  of  Officers  ought  in 
propriety  to  be  held  (and  for  the  future  it  must  be  an 
establish’d  Rule)  without  a warrant  from  the  Major 
General,  or  (in  his  absence  from  the  Province)  of  the 
Brigadeer  or  other  Officer  Commanding. 

I am  Sir, 

Your  most  Obedient  Servant, 
Charles  Lee 

To  Major  Spots  wood, 

Suffolk. 


From  Johh  Calvert. 


Sir, 


Holt’s  Forge,  April  15^^  1776. 


Agreeable  to  your  Desire  I have  been  to  Cumber- 
land, and  taken  a view  of  the  Town  A Harbour,  and 
from  their  situation  think  they  may  be  render’d  very 
secure  by  erecting  a small  Battery  of  eight  or  ten  Guns ; 
as  the  draft  of  water  will  not  admit  of  larger  Vessels, 
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than  Sloops  of  War  coming  up.  I have  also  enquired 
of  the  Inhabitants  in  the  neighbourhood,  respecting  tim- 
l)er  for  Ijuilding  the  Vessels  you  were  speaking  to  me 
about,  and  am  informed  that  there  is  a sufficient  quan- 
tity to  be  had  at  the  distance  of  two  or  three  miles, 
Avliich  may  be  easily  brought  to  Cuml^erland  by  water, 
there  is  also  a sufficient  Quantity  of  Plank  to  be  got 
at  or  near  this  Place,  distance  about  Ten  Miles  from 
Cumberland,  which  may  be  carried  over,  likewise  iron, 
and  a smith  living  at  the  place.  And  if  your  Excel- 
lency should  think  proper,  do  believe  it  is  a very  fitting 
place  for  establishing  a Shipyard,  and  collecting  to- 
gether materials  for  building  and  fitting  out  vessels.  I 
am  told  that  Ship-Carpenters  may  be  had  in  Gloucester 
County,  if  you  should  want  to  set  at  any  work  imme- 
diately, as  those  that  are  in  this  part  of  the  country  are 
all  engaged  in  the  Country’s  service,  and  will  be  some- 
time. A Person  ac(piainted  with  these  matters  might 
soon  make  a beginning,  and  after  the  vessels  that  are 
now  Ijiiilding  are  finished.  I imagine  as  many  Carpen- 
ters may  l;e  had  as  will  be  wanting.  Your  Excellency 
will  be  pleased  to  command  me  for  any  further  ji.ticu- 
lars,  and  am 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant 

JoHx  Calvert. 

To  His  Excellency  Major  General  Lee. 


To  Eobert  Morris. 

Williamsburg  April  y®  16.  1776. 

My  dr  Morris 

I dare  say  you  will  excuse  me  tho  I cannot  well  ex- 
cuse myself  in  not  having  sent  you  a line  since  my  de- 
parture from  Philadelphia  more  particularly  as  I have 
found  time  to  write  to  two  of  your  brother  senators — 
but  as  these  two  brothers  of  yours  have  more  immediate 
relation  to  my  Province  I might  readily  make  a plea  of 
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necessity  but  my  Obligations  to  you  are  so  many  that 
it  is  really  a moral  obligation  to  wiite  to  you  by  every 
post  and  opportunity.  I am  here  in  a damned  whim- 
sical situation  as  I expected — from  the  uncertainty  of 
the  Enemy’s  intention,  and  the  nature  of  the  Country 
being  intersected  with  numerous  navigable  waters, 
from  the  superior  advantage  they  have  over  us  in  being 
wing’d  with  canvass,  from  the  number  of  slaves,  from 
there  being  no  one  decided  capital  object  to  draw  their 
force  to  a point — I say  from  all  these  circumstances  I 
know  not  where  to  turn,  where  to  fix  myself.  I am 
like  a Dog  in  a dancing  school.  I may  make  a very 
shabby  figure  without  any  real  demerits.  In  short  I can 
only  act  by  surmise  and  I may  sumiise  wi*ong.  I may 
be  in  the  North,  when  as  Kichard  the  Third  says,  I 
should  serve  my  sovereign  in  the  West.  God  extricate 
me  out  of  the  scrape  with  honour  to  myself  and  health 
to  the  Community.  The  Troops  I have  seen  here  are  in 
general  very  fine  men,  and  compleat  in  numbers — the 
Officers  I believe  are  good,  but  except  the  Rifflers  we  are 
horribly  armed  however  such  as  Ave  are,  I shall  make  no 
scruple  of  offering  battle  to  an  equal  number  of  the 
Enemy  and  really  I believe  I shall  beat  ’em  for  I can 
never  persuade  myself  that  their  Regiments  of  wretched 
Recruits  are  a match  for  these  marksmen,  and  AAdio  tho’ 
not  Avorked  up  to  the  highest  degree  of  discipline  are 
certainly  soldiers,  Avhereas  those  Ave  are  to  combat  Avith 
have  no  pretentions  to  the  title.  If  they  carry  on  a 
piratical  Avar  and  can  raise  an  insurrection  of  Negroes, 
Ave  must  apply  for  some  Battalions  to  your  middle  Col- 
onies and  indeed  I could  Avish  you  cou’d  spare  us  three 
or  four  immediately,  which  as  Boston  is  noAv  evacuated 
I shou’d  think  very  practicable — for  the  Army  Avhich 
Avas  employed  in  the  blockade  of  that  place,  have  noAV 
their  arms  at  Liberty — They  are  numerous  enough  both 
for  the  defence  of  NeAV  York  and  the  re-enforcement  of 
Canada.  Consequently  PennsylAmnia  is  not  under  the 
necessity  of  detaching  any  part  of  her  force  for  these 
tAvo  purpose — She  may  of  course  give  her  attention  to 
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Virginia — We  have  not  more  than  Five  thousand  Troops 
— the  niinnte  men  and  Militia  have  really  no  arms  at 
all — Seven  Battalions  are  expected  to  attack  ns — an 
infinite  number  of  slaves  are  to  be  watched  over — I 
leave  you  to  judge  if  this  force  is  ade(]nate — besides  we 
may  l)e  diverted  by  a false  attack  on  N.  Carolina.  We 
may  perhaps  march  to  its  defence  and  in  our  absence 
the  Enemy  who  are  armed  with  wings  appear  in  the 
heart  of  the  Province.  I wish  my  friend  you  would 
throw  out  these  things  in  Congress  and  prepare  ’em  for 
a formal  application  So  much  for  public  matters.  I 
wish  you  would  transmit  to  M’'  Nourse  one  hundred 
pounds  Virg.  Curr.  by  the  first  opportunity  for  the  im- 
provement of  my  farm — He  sends  most  glorious  accounts 
of  it — M""  Bandolj)!!  whom  the  Congress  appointed 
[deputy  muster-master  general  for  the  Southern  Depart- 
ment] has  declined  but  begs  leave  to  recommend  in  his 
place  a Yates  his  relation.  Will  you  mention  the 
affair  to  Colonel  Lee  in  my  name  ? they  say  Yates 
is  very  capable.  Adieu  my  dr  Morris 

Yours 

C.  Lee. 

For  God’s  sake  why  does  your  Congress  continue 
[hesitating]  in  this  horrible  nonsensical  manner  ? Why 
not  at  once  take  the  step  you  must  take  soon  ? I con- 
sider every  day’s  delay  as  the  loss  at  least  of  100,000 
pds.  in  money,  and  the  blood  of  an  hundred  men — What 
can  you  mean  by  it  ? You  will  force  at  last  the  Peo- 
ple to  attempt  it  without  you — which  must  produce  a 
noble  anarchy. 


To  John  Page. 


Williamsburg,  April  y®  16,  1776. 

Sir, 

The  inclosed  intercepted  letter  from  Mr.  Wormley 
to  the  declared  Enemies  of  his  country,  is  such  a mani- 
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festation  of  liis  hostile  principles  and  dangerous  dispo- 
sition, that  upon  the  receipt  of  it,  I thought  it  my  duty 
not  to  lose  a moment  in  securing  his  person  <k  Papers — 
if  your  Committee  had  been  sitting,  I should  of  course 
have  submitted  the  atfair  to  the  proper  judges,  but  as 
the  members  Avere  dispersed,  and  as  the  least  delay 
might  have  defeated  the  measure,  1 immediately  de- 
tached Major  Nelson  Avith  a sufficient  Party  of  Men  to 
prevent  this  Traitor  (for  Traitor  is  not  to  harsh  a term) 
from  joining  his  associates.  I have  no  doubt  but  that 
the  Major  has  by  this  time  executed  his  orders,  and  on 
this  supposition,  I entreat  the  Committee  Avdll  give 
their  directions  Avhat  is  further  to  be  done.  I am  much 
obliged  to  them  for  their  Keadiness  to  supply  the  ConP 
Trooj^s  AAuth  money,  and  shall  make  the  requisitions  in 
the  manner  prescribed. 

I am  Sir,  Avith  the  greatest  respect 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Serv^ 

Chaeles  Lee. 

To  John  Page,  Esq. 

V.  P.  of  the  Committee  of  Safety. 


Feom  John  Page. 

Williamsburg,  In  Committee  Ap^  16  1776. 

SlE, 

The  Committee  of  Safety  have  directed  me  to  inform* 
you  that  the  Troops  have  been  paid  up  to  the  28th  of 
February  out  of  our  Treasury,  A that  from  that  time  it 
Avas  expected  they  Avould  be  jDaid  off  by  the  Continental 
Paymaster,  but  that  numbers  of  officers  are  daily 
applying  to  this  Committee  for  their  Pay,  being  unable 
to  procure  any  from  him ; the  Committee  will  av^^ 
Pleasure  issue  Warrants  to  such  Persons,  and  for  such 
sums  as  you  may  think  necessary  to  su23ply  the  present 
Exigency  of  the  army.  We  Avould  Avish  that  such 
requisitions  should  be  under  your  Hand  to  preAwt  any 
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disputes  or  difficulties  hereafter  with  the  Continental 
Paymaster.  The  Bearer  of  this  will  require  your  ap- 
plication to  us,  or  an  order  on  the  Paymaster. 

I am  Sir, 

Your  most  Obdt.  Servant, 

John  Page,  V.  P. 

To  Major  General  Lee. 


From  John  Page. 

Williamsburg,  In  Committee  Ap^  16^^  1776. 

Sir, 

On  Receipt  of  your’s  inclosing  Mr.  Wormley’s  Inter- 
cepted Letter,  the  Committee  immediately  took  the 
same  under  their  consideration,  A came  to  the  inclosed 
Resolution. 

I have  the  honor  to  be  Sir, 

Your  most  Obt.  Servant, 

John  Page,  V.  P. 

To  General  Lee. 


Resolution  inclosed  in  the  foregoing  Letter, 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  at  Williamsburg. 

April  16th  1776. 

.On  considering  the  Letter  from  Major  General  Lee, 
inclosing  an  intercepted  Letter  of  the  4th  day  of  April 
Inst,  from  Ralph  Wormely,  junior,  Esquire,  to  John 
Grimes,  Esq’'  and  examining  Capt”  William  Smith,  and 
Lieut.  William  Buckner  of  Gloucester,  touching  the 
discovery  of  the  said  inclosed  Letter.  The  committee 
approve  the  Steps  taken  by  General  Lee,  and  desire 
that  the  said  M’’  Wormley  together  with  sucli  papers  as 
may  have  been  taken,  and  relate  to  a discovery  of  his 
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inimical  Conduct  against  this  Country  be  brought 
before  this  Committee  as  soon  as  may  be. 

John  Page,  V.  P. 

Attest : 

John  Beokley,  Ass^.  Clk. 


From  Major  William  Nelson. 

Gloucester  Court  House  16,  Ap^  1776. 

Sir, 

The  success  which  attended  me  in  the  Execution  of 
your  Commands  respecting  Mr.  Wormely  the  younger, 
has  equalled  my  most  sanguine  expectation ; he  is  now 
a Prisoner  in  his  Father’s  house,  which  is  surrounded 
by  Guards,  & his  own  person  carefully  and  constantly 
watched  by  two  sentinels  chosen  from  among  the  Cadets 
of  our  Begiment.  As  there  was  a certain  delicacy  in 
the  nature  of  this  expedition,  I was  very  nice  in  the 
choice  of  my  detachment,  A am  sure  it  will  give  you 
pleasure  to  hear  that  while  the  Officers  of  it  acted  up 
to  the  most  rigid  line  of  their  duty,  they  never  lost 
sight  of  politeness  A humanity.  All  the  proj^erty  of 
whatever  kind,  whether  belonging  to  old  or  young  Mr. 
Wormely,  I have  secured ; their  papers  also  I have 
locked  up  together,  A the  keys  are  in  the  care  of  the 
Captain,  whom  I left  in  command : This  I wms  induc’d 
to  from  the  impossibility  to  distinguish  either  the  one 
or  the  other,  so  much  are  the  Fathers  A Sons  Papers 
A Property  blended.  The  situation  of  Mr.  Wormley’s 
house  is  such  as  makes  me  imagine  that  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  reinforce  the  Party  now  there,  if  it  is  intended 
to  stay  any  time.  It  stands  on  the  Banks  of  the  Biver 
Baj^pahanock,  to  the  westward  is  a large  navigable 
Creek  within  100  yards  of  it,  A add  to  this  a strong  A 
well  grounded  suspicion  of  Mr.  Wormley’s  having  a 
strong  party  in  his  Neighborhood,  who  may  perhaps 
attempt  to  rescue  him. 
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I hope  to  receive  your  further  Orders  by  the  Bearer, 
& have  the  honor  to  he  with  the  utmost  respect, 

Your  most  Ob*  humble  Servant 

William  Nelsois^. 

General  Lee. 


From  Col.  Hugh  Mercer. 

Fredericksburg,  16*^  April,  1776. 

Sir, 

As  several  young  Gentlemen  of  the  first  Family’s  in 
this  Colony  have  engaged  in  the  service  as  Cadets  with 
a view  to  preferment  I beg  leave  to  request  your  favor- 
able attention  to  the  enclosed  List  of  Cadets  in  my 
Begiment — their  names  are  in  the  order  in  which  they 
joined  and  have  done  duty. 

I can  with  confidence  recommend  them  as  Gentle- 
men that  will  do  honor  to  any  Corps  in  the  Bank  of 
Commissioned  officers.  Please  to  inform  me  of  the  Be- 
solves  of  Congress  as  to  their  pay  and  provisions. 

M""  Hunter  who  is  preparing  a quantity  of  entrench- 
ingf  Tools  would  be  s^lad  to  know  the  exact  number  in- 
tended  for  the  Troops. 

Our  officers  and  men  are  greatly  in  want  of  their 
Pay.  I ho])e  it  is  not  expected  that  such  public  stores 
as  we  receive,  but  have  not  immediate  use  for  such  as 
woolens  for  the  winter  cloathins:  are  to  be  deducted 
from  our  23resent  pay. 

I am  Sir, 

Your  most  ob*  hum^^'’  Serv* 

Hugh  Mercer. 

P.  S.  M’’  Bichard  Graham  waits  upon  you  with  this 
— he  is  desirous  of  serving  the  Public  in  the  Commis- 
sary Branch — no  properer  person  give  me  leave  to  as- 
sure you  can  be  found  in  this  quarter  of  the  country. 

Major  Gen^  Lee. 
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List  of  Cadets  entered  in  Col"^  Mercers  Regiment. 


Jolin  Spotswood  .... 

George  Gray 

Rob*  Randolpli 

Robert  Peyton  | 
George  Peyton  ) 

Benjn  Grymes,  JiiiP. .. 

Janies  Mnroc 

Thomas  Hnngerford.. . 
Theodorick  Fitzhugh. . 

David  Ross 

William  Robison 

William  Brintt,  Jun.  . 

Robert  Baylor 

Charles  Reed 


Time  of  Entering. 

1^*  January,  1776. 

20*^ 

26*^ 

as  p Certificate 
as  p.  do. 
lO*'^  Febry. 

12th 

20th 

20th 

22.  March. 

6*"^  April 

yth 

gth 

15th 

Hugh  Mercer 

Col\ 


From  John  Page. 

Williamsburg,  April  17*^  1776. 

Sir, 

The  Committee  of  Safety  have  considered  your  favor 
of  this  date,  and  are  of  opinion  that  if  any  of  Mr. 
Wormley’s  Papers  are  already  taken,  that  they  ought 
wholly  to  be  sent  up  here  unexamined : but  if  none  have 
been  taken,  they  decline  examining  any,  the  Intercepted 
Letter  being  in  their  opinion  very  sufficient  to  discover 
him  an  enemy  to  America,  and  a dangerous  foe  to  his 
country.  The  Committee  are  obliged  by  the  intelli- 
gence you  communicated,  and  return  them  under  cover, 
and  enclose  for  your  perusal,  some  papers  just  received 
by  return  of  the  Express  lately  sent  to  North  Carolina. 

For  and  by  order  of  the  Committee 
I am  with  great  Resjiect,  Sir,  Ac. 

General  Lee.  Jn^  Page,  V.  P. 
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From  James  He^^dricks. 

Hampton,  18'"^  April,  1776. 
Please  tour  Excellejs^cy, 

I received  yours  p.  Captn.  Innis,  before  wliicli  I bad 
ten  of  tlie  best  of  the  Cannon  remov’d  from  the  fort 
and  safely  landed  in  Town,  the  remainder  I sliall  be 
able  to  get  up  in  a few  days.  M"”.  Hope  the  Artificer  I 
sent  up  to  you  is  now  engaged  in  prej)aring  materials 
for  mounting  as  many  of  them  as  are  good  or  as  you 
may  think  proper.  I have  gave  him  as  many  Carpen- 
ters from  the  soldiery  as  he  thinks  necessary  to  assist 
him,  and  on  diligent  enquiry  I have  found  iron  sufiicient 
for  the  work,  and  as  Hope  tells  me  they  can  be  mounted 
cheaper  and  more  expeditiously  here  than  at  Williams- 
burg I shall  continue  working  at  them  until  I have  your 
orders  to  the  contrary.  I shall  be  glad  to  know  if  my 
returns  are  to  be  made  to  Head  Quarters  monthly  or 
oftener — nothing  of  consequence  has  happened  since  I 
last  wrote — our  men  are  in  good  spirits  and  healthy, 
except  a disorder  called  the  Mumps  generally  keeps 
twenty  or  thirty  of  them  from  duty  for  a few  days. 

I am  y’^  Excellency’s  most  obt.  humble  Serv^ 

James  Hexdeicks. 

His  Excellency  Charles  Lee,  Esq. 

CoiiT  of  the  Southern  District  of  North  Carolina, 

Wins.  burg. 

by  Captn.  Innis. 


To  THE  Presidext  of  Coxoress. 

Williamsburg,  April  19^^  1776. 

Sir, 

The  disagreeable  uncertainty  I have  been  in  (from 
the  circumstance  of  their  being  able  to  fly  in  their 
Sliips  from  one  spot  to  another)  of  the  Enemies  de- 
signs, have  kept  me  at  Williamsburg.  It  is  evident 
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tliat  their  orio^inal  intention  was  ao-ainst  Nortli  Caro- 
lina,  but  the  a]:)parently  total  overtlirow  of  their  wliole 
sclieine  by  Colonel  Caswell’s  Victory  makes  it  more 
probable  that  they  will  bend  their  force  to  some  other 
cpiarter,  whether  to  this  Province  or  South  Carolina  it 
is  impossible  to  divine.  I am  myself  mor6  inclined  to 
think  that  this  will  be  their  object,  as  the  numerous  in- 
tersecting navigable  waters  present  them  such  superior 
advantages,  tho’  at  the  same  time  I confess  myself  in 
great  pain  for  South  Carolina ; the  force  in  that  Pro- 
vince seems  alarmingly  small.  I wish  I could  afford  to 
detach  from  hence  at  least  three  Battalions,  but  neither 
our  nnml:)ers  of  men,  the  state  and  condition  of  onr 
arms,  nor  the  vast  extent  of  this  Province  open  to  at- 
tack, will  admit  of  the  thought,  if  Pensylvania  could 
spare  three  or  four  Battalions  for  the  defence  of  Vir- 
ginia, Virginia  or  North  Carolina  might  detach  y®  same 
number  to  South  Carolina,  and  as  the  Army  which  was 
employ’d  in  the  l)lockade  of  Boston  is  now  set  at  lil)- 
erty,  I should  imagine  this  force  might  be  afforded  ns. 

We  are  so  extremely  deficient  in  arms  that  I have 
been  under  the  necessity  of  sending  an  Officer  into  the 
l)ack  parts  of  the  Country  to  purchase  all  the  Bifles  he 
can  procure  for  the  Continental  Service — the  arrange- 
ment I have  made  of  arming  two  companies  of  eacli 
Battalion  ^vith  Spears  will  render  Miisqnets  and  Bayo- 
nets less  necessary — and  the  ease  I find  in  reconciling 
the  men  to  tliis  kind  of  arm  is  a flattering  symptom  of 
their  spirit.  The  price  of  tliese  Rifles,  I am  told,  will 
be  five  pounds  each,  l)nt  as  the  article  of  cartouches  and 
Bayonets  will  be  saved,  upon  the  ^vhole,  they  will  not 
be  more  if  so  expensive. 

The  defence  and  security  of  the  Capital  Rivers  with 
their  Creeks  are  an  object  of  so  great  importance,  that 
I have  thought  it  necessary  to  direct  as  great  a number 
of  half  gallies  as  possible  to  he  constructed  with  tlie 
utmost  expedition;  but  as  the  Carpenters  and  other 
Artificers  in  this  country  are  so  lazy  a race  of  mortals 
that  it  is  in  vain  to  expect  any  fruits  from  their  labors, 
28 
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unless  there  is  a coercive  power  over  tliem^  1 thought 
it  the  surest  and  safest  method  to  establish  or  try  to 
establish  two  Companies  of  Carpenters  on  the  same 
terms  with  those  in  the  Jerseys,  the  measure  is  abso- 
lutely necessary,  I flatter  myself  it  will  prove 
(economy.  • 

The  nature  of  tlie  service  here  is  such,  the  force  not 
being  collected  into  the  one  point,  but  scattered  in 
fragments,  that  a greater  number  of  subordinate  staff 
Officers  are  requisite  than  in  the  Northern  & Eastern 
Armies.  I have  therefore  taken  the  liberty,  ’till  the 
pleasure  of  the  Congress  is  further  known,  to  appoint 
a few  who  cou’d  not  be  dispens’d  with — inclosed  is  a list 
of  them. 

The  Committee  of  Safety,  I find.  Sir,  had  not  ap- 
prized you  of  their  having  already  raised  a Company 
of  Artillery  and  appointed  Officers  : Cap''  limes  who 
was  placed  at  the  head  of  it,  tho’  he  professes  himself 
utterly  ignorant  of  this  particular  branch,  is  a man  of 
great  zeal,  capacity,  and  merit,  and  as  there  is  a vacant 
majority  in  the  9th,  or  Cap"  Fleming’s  Regiment,  I 
have  ventured  to  appoint  him  to  act  in  that  station,  in 
hopes  that  the  Congress  will  confirm  his  commission. 

A body  of  horse  is  a sine  qua  non,  in  a country  cir- 
cumstanced like  this.  I take  the  liberty  of  enclosing 
to  you  an  address  I published  to  the  young  Gentlemen 
of  this  Colony  on  the  subject,  and  wish  it  may  meet 
with  your  ap23robation. 

I shall  make  Mons’'  Arundel  accountable  for  the 
Sixty  Dollars,  but  at  the  same  time  beg  leave  to  sub- 
mit to  the  consideration  of  the  Congress  whether  the 
expenses  of  his  journey  should  not  be  allowed ; they 
amount  to  thirty  Dollars : indeed  the  pay  of  the  Ar- 
tillery Officers  and  Engineers  is  so  wretched  that  I do 
not  see  any  chance  of  ]u*ocuring  men  fit  for  the  Service 
on  the  Terms,  and  if  they  are  procur’d  they  cannot  ]:)OS- 
sibly  subsist  unless  the  expenses  of  their  frequent  jour- 
neys are  paid,  for  they  are  obliged  from  the  nature 
of  their  Busyness  to  make  more  journeys  than  other 


THE  LEE  PAPERS. 


435 


Officers  and  not  in  Corps,  but  singly.  I have  been 
obliofed  to  subsist  Baron  Massenburo;,  as  likewise  to 
furnish  Cap""  Smith  who  is  now  at  York  with  money 
for  his  Expenses 

1 am  Sir,  With  the  greatest  respect 

Your  most  obMmiffi^®  Serv^ 

Charles  Lee. 

Inclosed  is  an  affidavit  transmitted  from  North 
Carolina  wdth  a Besolve  of  their  Provincial  Congress 
I forgot  to  mention  that  I advanced  at  New  York  to 
Mohs’"  Arundel  fifteen  Dollars  to  carry  him  to  Phila- 
delphia ; but  I shall  send  the  Secretary  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible an  account  of  the  several  sums  I have  advanced, 
tomorrow  I set  out  to  visit  the  Post  of  Suffolk,  Kemps 
Landing,  the  Great  Bridge,  Ac. 


Address  to  the  Youxo  Gentlemen  of  Virginia. 

[^Inclosed  in  the  preceding  letter 

As  an  army  without  Cavalry  is,  in  all  countries,  a 
very  defective  machine,  but  in  this  Province  circum- 
stanced as  it  is,  it  is  impossible  to  carry  on  the  service 
with  any  tolerable  degree  of  credit,  without  a certain 
proportion  of  this  species  of  troops.  General  Lee  begs 
leave  to  address  himself  to  the  young  gentlemen  of  the 
different  counties,  entreating  that  they  will  form  them- 
selves into  companies  of  Light  Dragoons,  consisting  of 
one  Captain,  one  Lieut,  one  Cornet,  two  sergeants,  two 
corporals,  and  a Trumpet  or  Horn  sounder.  As  it  is 
intended  and  hoped  that  the  whole  will  be  composed 
of  gentlemen  volunteers,  it  will  not  he  expected  that 
they  should  receive  any  pay ; but  at  the  same  time,  as 
it  is  not  reasonable  that  they  should  put  themselves 
to  expense  of  maintaining  their  horses,  they  are  to  be 
allowed  rations  for  them  as  well  as  for  themselves. 
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Their  arms  shonld  be  a short  rifle  carbine,  a light  pike, 
of  eight  feet  long,  and  a tomahawk.  Gen.  Lee  is  con- 
fident if  the  young  gentlemen  approve  and  adopt  this 
scheme  they  will  not  only  do  very  great  honor  to 
themselves,  but  very  important  service  fo  their  country. 


To  JoHH  Page. 

Williamsburg,  April  19^^  1776. 
SiK, 

As  I am  an  entire  stranger  to  the  character,  in- 
tegrity and  abilities  of  individuals,  in  this  country,  I 
must  request  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Committee  will  ajD- 
point  or  recommend  positively  a proper  person  as  Com- 
missary. He  should  be  a man  of  activity  without 
doubt,  but  his  integrity  is  still  more  important,  as  he 
has  it  in  his  power,  if  inclin’d  to  rob  the  public  most 
horribly. 

I am  Sir, 

With  the  greatest  respect 

Your  most  obed*  hunP^®  Servant 

Chaeles  Lee. 

John  Page,  V.  P.  of  the  Committee. 


To  Doctoe  Alexandee  Skixxee. 

Smithfield,  April  2P'  1776. 

SlE, 

You  are  upon  your  arrival  at  Williamsburg  (after 
having  communicated  my  desire  to  Brigadier  General 
Lewis)  to  clear  as  much  of  the  College  for  the  sick  as 
is  necessary  : if  a part  is  not  sufficient,  the  whole  must 
be  taken ; but  to  put  the  Gentlemen  who  at  present  oc- 
cupy any  of  the  apartments  to  as  little  inconvenience  as 
possible,  you  are  to  apprize  them  four  days  before  you 


THE  LEE  PAPERS. 


437 


take  possession.  Mr.  Lindsey  wlio  Brigadier  Lewis  is 
desired  to  announce  in  Public  orders  as  acting  Purveyor, 
is  to  prepare  every  thing  necessary  for  their  reception 
and  j^rovision. 

Charles  Lee. 

To  Doctor  A . Skinner. 


To  JoHiv  Page. 

Smithfield,  AjDril  21®^  1776. 

Sir, 

Caj)”  Smith  of  the  fourth  or  Colonel  Stephens  Begi- 
ment  quartered  in  this  place  is  compleat  in  numbers, 
but  totally  unarmed.  Cap“  Emanuel  Willis  has  a suf- 
ficient number  of  arms  which  was  allotted  by  the  Pro- 
vincial Convention  to  his  Company  at  present  almost  a 
non-entity,  the  greater  part  of  them  are  enlisted  in  the 
Begular  service,  the  Arms  are  therefore  quite  throvm 
away.  I have  taken  the  liberty  to  order  Cap“  Willis 
to  deliver  ’em  to  Ca]3tn  Smith,  which  I hope  your  Board 
will  ajDprove  of. 

I am  Sir, 

Your  most  ob^  Serv^ 

Charles  Lee. 

John  Page,  Esq. 

As  I intended  to  send  up  all  the  sick  from  Suffolk,  I 
have  requested  Lewis  to  clear  the  College  for  a hos- 
pital, it  is  the  most  commodious  place,  and  I think 
when  so  commodious  a place  is  ready  to  our  hands  to 
purchase  or  rent  would  be  a wanton  expense  on  the 
Continent.  I flatter  myself  it  will  be  approved  of. 
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From  Thomas  Burke. 

Halifax,  April  22iid,  1776. 

We  think  it  oiir  duty  to  inform  you,  that  the  body 
of  British  Troops,  under  the  command  of  Cornwallis 
supposed  to  consist  of  three  thousand  men,  are  to  land 
at  little  Eiver  about  Thirty  miles  to  the  South  of  Cape 
Fear,  from  thence  to  penetrate  by  the  lake  Wiggaman, 
into  the  interior  parts  of  this  Province,  expecting  a 
junction  with  the  disaffected  Inhabitants,  Highlanders, 
and  Kegulators,  whose  residence  and  influence  are  prin- 
cipally in  that  vicinity.  The  Begulators  and  Highland- 
ers, notwithstanding  our  late  success  against  them  are 
by  no  means  subdued,  upon  the  least  encouragement  of 
receiving  support,  from  Governor  Martin  and  his  ex- 
jDected  Friends,  We  doubt  not  they  will  again  be  in 
motion : An  Intestine  Enemy  in  our  bosom,  a large  body 
of  British  Troops  expected  upon  our  sea  coast,  only  Gvo 
Begular  Begiments  yet  embodied  for  the  service  of  this 
Colony,  Our  Militia  diffused  thro’  a large  extensive 
Province,  and  the  great  difficulty  of  drawing  them  to 
act  together  at  a point,  with  a great  scarcity  of  fire 
aiTus,  are  circumstances  which  induce  us  to  wish  for 
your  presence  here  immediately,  and  suggest  the  neces- 
sity of  your  affording  us  assistance  from  the  Province 
of  Virginia,  with  all  possible  expedition,  as  the  Troops 
from  Britain  are  every  hour  expected,  and  in  all  proba- 
bility are  now  off  this  Coast : Our  Militia  a]*e  scarce 
recovered  from  the  fatigue  of  their  last  Campaign  : 
You  may  however  be  assured,  that  everything  may  be 
expected  from  them  within  their  Abilities,  that  the 
warmest  attachment  to  the  American  Cause  & true  spi- 
rit can  inspire.  Your -presence  would  give  them  great 
confidence,  and  have  a happy  influence  upon  the  whole 
military  arrangement  of  this  Colony. 

W^e  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  Respect  Sir, 
Your  most  Ob!"  Plumble  Servant. 

By  Order  of  the  Committee  of  Secrecy  of  the  Con- 
gress of  North  Carolina. 

Thomas  Burke,  Chairman. 
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From  Thomas  Burke. 

Halifax,  22nd  April,  1776. 

Sir, 

From  the  present  critical  and  hazardous  situation  of 
this  Colony,  in  expectation  of  a large  body  of  Troo2:)S 
landing  in  the  Southern  parts  of  it,  a great  number  of 
disaffected  persons  ready  to  move  and  join  Governor 
Martin,  and  to  relieve  their  Friends  whom  we  hold  as 
Prisoners  in  consequence  of  our  late  success  at  Moore’s 
Creek  Bridge,  we  have  thought  it  absolutely  necessary 
to  send  part  of  the  Prisoners  to  Pennsylvania,  Mary- 
land and  Virginia.  We  have  so  much  occasion  for  all 
our  armed  men  for  other  purposes  as  not  to  be  able  to 
spare  many  to  secure  our  Prisoners,  which  without  a 
guard  will  be  altogether  insufficient  to  detain  the  very 
clangerous  men  whom  at  present  we  have  in  our  power. 
We  send  you  a list  of  those  intended  for  the  several 
Provinces,  and  should  you  think  it  proper  to  make  a 
different  disposition  of  them  we  have  no  objection. 
We  are  well  assured  that  should  they  be  able  again  to 
make  their  way  into  the  interior  settlements  of  this 
Country,  we  have  every  thing  to  dread  from  them,  and 
their  personal  and  family  influence.  We  must  there- 
fore request  of  you  to  co-operate  with  our  well  meant 
endeavours  to  aid  us  in  carrying  this  cautionary  step 
into  execution.  We  propose  to  send  them  immediately 
via  Petersbourg  to  Richmond,  and  on  the  road  thither 
we  flatter  ourselves  you  will  order  a Body  of  Men  to 
conduct  them  on  the  way  to  the  places  of  their  intend 
ed  confinement,  and  to  make  such  provision  as  you  may 
think  necessary.  We  think  it  proper  to  inform  you 
that  we  have  no  field  23ieces  in  the  Province,  and  have 
no  means  to  procure  them  seasonably,  but  through  your 
interposition  in  Virginia. 

AVe  are  very  happy  to  find  that  the  efforts  of  our 
Colony  in  support  of  the-  defence  of  the  common  rights 
of  mankind,  have  been  thought  by  you  to  merit  those 
sentiments  which  you  so  warmly  express.  AA^e  think 
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every  thing  may  l^e  ex]3ectecl  from  onr  people  which 
a generous  warmth  and  active  enterprising  disj^osition 
and  an  invincible  love  of  liberty  can  impel  men  to  per- 
form. We  are  ^vith  veiy  great  esteem  and  regard 
Sir,  Your  most  Obt.  humble  Servant. 

By  Order  of  the  Committee  of  Secrecy,  War, 
^ Correspondence  for  tlie  Congress  of 
North  Carolina, 

Thomas  Burke,  Cltairman. 

His  Excellency  Gen!  Lee. 


Orders  to  the  Commanders  of  the  Several  Battal- 
ions. 

Virginia,  April  22,  1776. 

Sir  : 

You  will  please  to  give  orders  to  the  several 
officers  of  your  regiment  not  to  take  any  natives  of 
Great  Britain,  or  Ireland,  as  recruits,  unless  they  have 
been  some  time  residents  in  the  country,  and  have  wiv^es 
and  children,  or  unless  they  can  bring  a strong  and  suf- 
ficient recommendation.  As  this.  Sir,  is  a matter  of  no 
small  importance,  a Colonel  will  be  appointed  to  exam- 
ine and  pass  all  the  fresh  recruits ; and  whoever  does 
not  come  under  this  predicament,  will  be  thrown  on  the 
officer’s  hands. 

By  the  General’s  orders : 

Thomas  Bullitt,  Dep’y  Adjutant  General. 


From  Eichard  Henry  Lee. 

Philadelphia,  22nd  April,  1776. 

My  dear  Friend, 

I thank  you  heartily  for  your  obliging  favors  by  this 
and  the  last  Post,  they  have  made  me  very  happy  by 
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- the  good  opinion  yen  liave  of  onr  officers  and  troops. 
I have  no  doubt  they  will  verify  upon  the  Enemy,  when 
they  come,  your  opinion  of  them.  It  always  gave  me 
miicli  pleasure  to  reflect  on  yonr  a})pointment  to  the 
Southern  Department,  well  knowing  the  signal  benefit 
and  security  that  would  result  to  my  country  there- 
from. Yonr  measures  are  in  my  opinion  extremely  wise 
and  well  adapted  to  the  ends  you  have  in  view.  I am 
sure  yonr  water  manoenvres  will  give  great  security  to 
onr  rivers  and  confidence  to  the  people  thereon,  at  the 
same  time  that  it  will  distress  the  enemy  by  preventing 
their  getting  provisions.  The  idea  entertained  by  some 
that  the  Ijattalions  were  to  be  stationed  here  and  there 
to  defend  against  Cutters  was  very  absurd,  and  if  exe- 
cuted would  have  rendered  the  Kegiments  useless  for 
that  and  for  every  othe]*  purpose,  unless  we  could  have 
prevailed  on  the  enemy  to  go  there  only  to  maraiide 
where  the  troops  were  fixed.  It  was  certainly  the  idea 
of  Congress,  and  it  is  so  exj^ressed  in  their  resolve,  that 
you  should  raise  a Company  of  Artillery  for  Monsr. 
Arundel,  and  the  Convention  or  Committee  of  Safety 
to  appoint  the  inferior  Officers — Capt.  Innis’s  company 
it  was  never  pro23osed  to  affect  in  any  degree  by  this 
new  raised  Comj^any.  Yon  will  hear  more  of  this  here- 
after. Yonr  desire  is  com]3lied  with  by  a Kesolve  of 
Congress  directing  letters  to  Generals  commanding  in 
sej)arate  detachments  to  go  post  free.  The  |3ay  of  an 
Engineer  under  the  chief  is  no  more  than  twenty  dollars 
a month,  and  as  yet  no  rank  is  settled.  Yonr  letter  to 
Congress  concerning  shoes  and  blankets  has  been  con- 
sidered, and  a very  good  man  is  ordered  to  procure  and 
forward  immediately  to  Williamsburg  5000  blankets 
and  as  many  shoes  for  the  Trooj3S  in  Virginia.  Three 
tons  of  powder  are  likewise  ordered.  You  may  ex2)ect 
these  ere  long.  The  want  of  discipline  among  our 
Troo]3S  in  Canada  this  winter  has  occasioned  some  dis- 
turbances in  that  country  where  a small  engagement 
has  actually  happened  between  the  country  people  and 
a 2)arty  of  our  men  in  which  the  former  were  defeated. 
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We  are  taking  all  the  means  in  onr  power  to  compose 
these  unlia2:>py  differences,  and  hope  it  will  be  effected 
by  onr  Committee,  better  discipline,  and  the  large  body 
of  troojis  going  thither.  We  know  not  yet  wliere  the 
mercenaries  from  Boston  are  gone  unless  it  be  to  Hali- 
fax. Manly  has  taken  one  of  their  Trans]:)orts  with  two 
capital  Tories  and  Tory  goods  imported  from  Cr.  B. 
valued  at  T3 5,000.  sterlg.  2 of  their  Transports  with 
provisions  from  England  for  Boston  have  been  lately 
taken.  You  have  no  doubt  heard  how  Commodore 
Hoj^kins  has  drubbed  the  Glasgow  and  would  certainly 
have  taken  her,  if  he  had  not  been  so  heavy  with  Pro- 
vidence stores — A Bomb  Brig  A 3 Tenders  he  did  take 
and  carry  into  N.  London — Wallace  A his  little  Squad- 
ron have  fled  from  the  Khode  Island  Station,  and  left 
it  to  our  Fleet.  The  Commodore  we  expect  is  now  out 
on  another  cruise.  When  Sir  you  find  anytliing  what- 
ever deficient  about  the  troops,  a letter  from  you  to  Con- 
gress thro’  the  President  will  be  the  quickest  and  surest 
way  to  obtain  it,  as  happened  the  other  day  when  you 
applied  for  powder,  blankets,  and  shoes.  You  ask  me 
why  we  hesitate  in  Congress.  I’ll  tell  you  my  friend, 
iDecause  we  are  heavily  clogged  with  instructions  from 
these  shamefnlly  interested  Proprietary  people,  and  this 
will  continue  until  Virg'^  sets  the  example  of  taking  up 
Government,  and  sending  peremptory  Orders  to  their 
delegates  to  pursue  the  most  effectual  measures  for  the 
Security  of  America.  It  is  most  certain  that  the  people 
in  these  Proprietary  Colonies  will  then  force  the  same 
measure,  after  which  Adieu  to  Proprietary  influence  and 
timid  senseless  politics.  You  have  enclosed  a sensible 
little  pamphlet  on  government  written  by  M''  John 
Adams.  ’Tis  well  fitted  for  the  times,  shewing  that  to 
be  easy  and  necessary,  which  the  unthinking  people 
have  supposed  to  be  unnecessary  and  difficult.  We 
have  an  account  in  Town  that  the  Court  of  London  has 
demanded  from  that  of  Portugal  all  the  American  ])ro- 
perty  in  the  Portuguese  dominions,  and  ’tis  supposed 
this  will  be  complied  with.  Every  days  experience  still 
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confirms  tlie  most  diabolical  wickedness  and  violence  of 
that  execral)le  Court.  I do  most  heartily  wish  it  were 
in  my  powder  to  attend  our  Convention  at  their  coming 
Session — But  it  is  impossible  to  leave  this  place,  and 
you  would  think  it  quite  improper  if  you  were  here. 

Your  affectionate  friend 

Bi CHARD  Henry  Lee. 

I am  so  hurried  that  I scarcely  know  what  I write. 


From  the  Co^imittee  or  Gloucester. 

April  22'"  1776. 

Sir, 

It  is  with  concern  that  the  Committee  of  Gloster 
give  you  this  trouble.  They  know  how  full  of  business 
your  hands  are,  and,  except  on  an  occasion  of  this 
sort,  wou’d  by  no  means  have  made  an  addition  to  it. 
The  expos’d  situation  of  our  County  appears  to  them  to 
merit  particular  attention : Surrounded  almost  by  a 
large  water,  into  which  a variety  of  creeks  and  rivers 
(perpetually  infested  with  tenders)  lead,  all  of  which 
head  in  the  County)  ; it  is  inconceivable  with  what  fa- 
cility our  enemies  might  plunder,  unless  awed  by  the 
apprehension  of  armed  men  to  oppose  them.  Our  in- 
habitants for  some  years  past  accustomed  to  farming 
have  their  plantations  in  such  condition  as  cannot  fail 
to  allure  a set  of  hungry  ravagers.  However  willing 
to  oppose  incursions  of  this  sort,  they  are  too  much  dis- 
]3ersed  & too  indifferently  furnished  with  arms  & am- 
munition to  act  with  proper  effect.  It  will  at  once 
occur  to  you  of  how  great  importance  the  possession  of 
so  fertile  & well  cultivated  a sj)ot  wou’d  be  to  the  min- 
isterial robbers.  We  wou’d  not  seem  to  affect  a total 
insolicitude  for  our  own  safety ; but  we  assure  you,  sir, 
that  our  concern  for  the  acquisition  which  our  enemies 
wou’d  make  by  the  subduction  of  the  county,  wou’d  be 
fully  equal  to  that  of  our  own  private  sufferings.  For 
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these  reasons  we  request  that  you  will  not  withdraw 
the  seventh  regiment  from  Gloster.  That  Kegiment 
properly  disposed  & assisted  on  an  emergency  by  the 
militia  will  always  be  sufficient  to  re^^el  any  force  that 
Lord  Dimmore  can  send  against  us. 

Very  j^articular  attention  will  be  paid  to  your  letter 
res23ecting  deserters,  & every  method  taken  to  ap2)re- 
hend  them. 

We  are  Very  respectfully,  Sir, 

Your  Obed^  Serv^^ 

The  Chairman  & Committee  of  Gloster 

To  the  Honble  Major  Geffi  Lee. 

W^ffiurg. 


To  CoLOis^EL  Muiilenbero. 

Suffolk,  April  y®  23rd  1776. 

Sir, 

You  are  to  march  this  night  to  Brickels — leave  the 
entrenching  tools  under  the  care  of  the  Commanding 
Officer  of  that  Post,  with  directions  to  fortify  as  well 
as  he  is  able,  a Post  caj)able  of  containing  three  hun- 
dred men. 

Tomorrow  you  are  to  proceed  to  Portsmouth  with 
all  the  Waggons;  you  are  to  post  your  party  in  such 
an  advantageous  situation,  that  no  insult  from  the  En- 
emy can  be  ajiprehended.  You  are  to  secure  Shedden’s 
& Mitchell’s  efPects,  and  send  ’em  up  immediately. 
You  are  to  secure  the  jiersons  of  Jarvis,  Muter,  Mitchel, 
as  well  as  their  effects  ; Mrs.  Grimes  with  her  effects 
are  likewise  immediately  to  be  sent  up.  You  are  to 
procure  the  best  intelligence,  what  men  are  on  board 
Lord  Dunmore’s  fleet,  who  have  families  at  Portsmouth, 
the  wives  and  Children  of  these  men  are  to  be  sent  up 
to  Suffolk  immediately.  You  are  to  apprize  the  rest  of 
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the  Inhabitants  that  they  mnst  quit  Portsmonth  in  five 
Days ; that  Waggons  shall  be  allowed  for  their  Beds, 
Cloaths,  and  absolute  necessary  cooking  utensils ; their 
Tables,  Chairs,  and  other  Cooking  Utensils  cannot  be 
carried  off  at  the  jDublic  Expense. 

All  the  Negroes  capable  of  bearing  Arms  to  be  se- 
cured immediately,  A sent  U23  to  Suffolk.  Mr.  Bownas 
& Companies  property  is  to  be  collected  and  brought 
out  of  their  present  dangerous  situation. 

You  are  to  order  any  detachment  you  shall  meet 
with  from  Colonel  Epps’s  Corps  immediately  to  return 
to  their  Command. 

Charles  Lee, 

Major  General 

To  Colonel  Muhlenburg. 


To  General  James  Moore. 

Suffolk,  April  y«  23'"  1776. 

Sir,  . 

I am  at  present  occupied  in  clearing  the  Country  of 
the  Tories,  my  ]3erplexity  with  respect  to  the  Enemies 
real  designs  is  you  may  easily  conceive  very  consider- 
able— since  the  overthrow  of  their  plans  by  Colonel 
Caswell’s  victory.  I cannot  perswade  myself  that  your 
Province  will  be  their  aim,  but  rather  this  or  South 
Carolina — I am  apt  to  think  that  their  appearance  at 
Cape  Fear  is  rather  a feint;  however,  I may  be  mis- 
taken. Indeed  I can  alone  act  from  surmise — if  any 
further  circumstances  give  you  reason  to  believe  that 
they  really  intend  to  make  an  impression  in  your  Pro- 
vince, I beg  you  will  inform  me  of  it.  You  will  like- 
wise send  me  a minute  detail  of  your  strength  and  your 
weakness ; in  what  you  are  abundant,  in  what  you  are 
deficient.  I will  myself  immediately  join  you,  and 
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bring  with  me,  wliat  force  you  require  and  I can  pro- 
cure. 

I am  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Serv^ 

Charles  Lee. 

Brigadier  General  Moore 

p.  Express. 


To  General  Eobert  Howe. 

Suffolk,  Aj^ril  23rd.  1776. 

Sir, 

I am  at  present  &c.  (as  the  foregoing  to  General 
Moore)  I beg  you  will  inform  me  of  it — You  will  like- 
wise send  or  bring  me  (for  I have  this  instant  heard  you 
are  on  your  way)  a minute  detail  in  what  you  are  abun- 
dant, in  what  you  are  deficient ; if  their  intentions  ap- 
pear to  be  really  against  North  Carolina,  I shall  march 
without  delay,  and  bring  with  me  what  force  is  required 
and  I can  possibly  procure.  I wish  I may  fall  in  with 
you  soon,  both  for  the  public  service,  and  my  own  gratifi- 
cation in  making  an  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Howe. 

I am  Sir, 

Your  most  Obedient  Huipible  Servt. 

Charles  Lee. 

To  Brigadier  General  Howe. 


To  General  Andrew  Lewis. 

Suffolk,  April  y"  24^"^  1776 

D®  General, 

You  will  on  receipt  of  this  order  two  hundred  men 
from  Williamsbourg  to  Petersburg,  Eichmond  or  fur- 
ther, until  they  meet  the  Prisoners  now  on  their  march 
from  North  Carolina — the  Committee  will  instruct  you 
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how  to  dispose  of  them — must  desire  likewise,  that 
you  will  write  to  Colonel  Mercer,  to  send  a body  to 
receive  those  who  are  to  be  sent  to  Maryland  & Pen- 
sylvania : Colonel  Mercer  must  be  ordered  by  you  that 
if  any  Troops  arrive  from  Pensylvania,  to  march  down 
his  Pegiment  to  Williamsbourg,  and  leave  a Battalion 
of  the  Pensylvanians,  to  occupy  his  present  post. 

I am  D""  General,  Yours 

Charles  Lee. 

To  Brigadier  General  Lewis. 

P.  S.  The  rest  of  the  Pensylvanians  must  march 
towards  Hanover  County. 

I forgot  to  desire  you  to  replace  these  two  hundred, 
detached  from  you,  with  the  same  number  from  Dan- 
gerfields ; if  the  Pensylvanians  are  very  desirous 
(which  will  probably  be  the  case)  of  serving  together. 
Colonel  Mercer’s  may  remain  where  they  are,  the 
whole  Pensylvanians  march  down. 


To  John  Page. 

Suffolk,  April  24*^  1776. 

Sir, 

You  will  i^erceive  by  the  Express  from  North  Caro- 
lina that  a number  of  Prisoners  of  whom  I enclose  you 
a List  are  on  their  march  for  your  Frontiers.  I have 
ordered  General  Lewis  to  detach  from  Williamsbourg 
two  hundred  men  to  meet  them.  You  are  the  best 
judges  whether  the  places  destined  for  them  are  projier ; 
will  alter  ’em,  or  coniine  ’em,  at  your  discretion — the 
want  of  able  Surgeons  in  your  Army  is  a most  serious 
consideration — I would  refer  it  to  the  Wisdom  of  your 
Board,  wliether  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  add  some- 
thing out  of  the  Provincial  purse,  to  make  it  worth 
their  while  to  accej)t  the  Continental  allowance.  I find 
it  much  too  low  at  least  for  this  part  of  the  world,  and 
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I dare  not  propose  to  Congress  an  augmentation  of  tlieir 
Salary  as  tliey  would  be  obliged  for  the  sake  of  one 
Province  to  augment  the  pay  of  the  whole.  I am  in  so 
great  a haste,  that  I can  only  subscribe  myself, 

Sir,  your  most  obed^  humble  Servant 

Charles  Lee. 

To  John  Page,  Esq,  V.  P.  of  the  Committee  of  Safety. 


To  Thomas  Burke. 

Suffolk,  April  24th,  1776. 

Sir, 

I have  just  received  yours  of  the  2 2d  and  have  only 
time  to  scrib])le  a line  in  return  for  your  Favour. 

I have  ordered  two  hundred  men  to  march  towards 
your  Province  to  receive  the  piisoners. 

We  have  not  at  present  men  sufficient  to  be  spared 
from  this  Province  to  join  your  army ; but  I expect 
soon,  some  Battalions  from  Pennsylvania,  when  a large 
detachment  shall  be  immediately  sent. 

We  have  no  field  pieces,  nor  arms,  even  for  the 
Troops  of  this  Province.  I am  here  occupied  for  a 
very  few  days  in  a very  important  busyness — when  it  is 
finished  I shall  set  out  for  Halifax. 

Wou’d  it  not  be  prudent  (if  it  can  be  done)  to  seize 
the  Wives  Children  not  only  of  the  notoriously  dis- 
affected ])ut  of  all  those  you  suspect  ? AVhen  you  have 
such  hostages  in  your  hands,  they  must  be  more  hell- 
ishly disposed  than  the  Devil  himself  should  they  stir. 

Your  proceedings  spiiit  and  virtue  do  you  infinite 
honor  in  the  opinion  of  all  mankind,  and  in  none  more 
than  of  Sir 

Your  most  ob^  Humble  Servant 

Charles  Lee. 
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To  The  President  of  Congress. 

Suffolk,  April  24^^  1776. 

Sir, 

As  it  is  now  beyond  all  doubt  that  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  Enemy  to  attack  these  Provinces  witli  a very 
considerable  force,  and  as  the  extent  of  the  assailable 
parts  is  so  very  great,  it  must  appear  that  the  Troops 
under  my  command  are  inadequate  to  the  service,  I 
must  therefore  entreat  the  Congress  to  detach  as  many 
Battalions  as  possible  from  Pennsylvania  with  a large 
addition  of  Powder.  I wish  a good  Horse  Officer  could 
be  found  & sent  to  us;  he  is  much  wanted.  You  will 
excuse  the  shortness  of  my  letter,  as  1 am  in  great 
haste. 

I am  Sir,  with  the  greatest  Besj)ect 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Serv^ 

Charles  Lee. 


The  HoiP^®  John  Hancock 

President  of  the  Continental  Congress. 

P.  S.  AYe  want  medicines  (bark  in  jiarticular)  most 
cruelly. 


From  Brig®®  Gen"'  Armstrong  and  Moore,  to  the 
Provincial  Congress. 

AYilmington,  April  24th,  1776. 

Sir, 

The  defenceless  situation  of  this  part  of  the  Country 
is  in  for  want  of  Cannon,  Ammunition,  and  Men,  is 
truly  alarming,  for  should  any  considerable  body  of 
the  enemy  arrive  before  the  Militia  of  the  different 
counties  are  collected,  the  consequence  we  apprehend 
might  prove  fatal  to  the  whole  province.  AVe  think 
Sir,  that  more  cannon  is  absolutely  necessary  (field 
29 
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pieces  at  least)  and  tliey  might  be  procured  from 
Virginia  by  writing  to  General  Lee  for  that  purpose, 
or  be  cast  at  Wilcocks’s  Mines  in  six  weeks  could  he 
meet  with  proper  encouragement  and  assistance  from 
the  Public.  Within  a few  days  five  large  ships  have 
Ijeen  seen  off  the  Coast  (one  of  which  has  since  arrived 
with  troops)  which  we  apprehend  to  be  a part  of  the 
Fleet  so  long  expected.  As  Halifax  and  the  neigh- 
bouring Counties  abound  in  good  horses  and  men,  are 
of  opinion  that  3 or  400  men  on  horse  back  sent  off 
immediately  might  arrive  time  enough  to  render  this 
Country  a very  signal  service. 

We  have  thought  it  our  duty  to  represent  the  above 
to  that  body  where  you  have  the  honour  to  preside,  and 
are  with  great  respect 

Your  obt.  humble  Servants 

John  Armstrong 
Ja.  Moore 

To  the  President  of  the  Congress. 


North  Carolina  | 
Halifax  j 


In  Congress  : 
2d  May,  1776. 


The  foregoing  contains  a true  Copy  of  a Letter  re- 
ceived from  Geff  Armstrong  & Geff  Moore. 

James  Greene 

Jun.  Secretary. 


From  James  McClurg. 

W^'^burg,  April  [24]^^  ’76 

Sir, 

In  obedience  to  your  commands,  by  D""  Skinner,  I 
have  endeavoured  to  inform  myself  of  the  lowest 
price,  at  which  reputable  surgeons  may  be  engaged  in 
the  services  of  the  Army.  It  seems  to  be  the  general 
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opinion,  not  only  of  tlie  faculty  bnt  of  every  person 
acquainted  with* our  country,  that  the  allowance  of  Con- 
gress to  Surgeons  is  much  too  frugal,  and,  unless  it  can 
be  increased,  will  leave  the  lives  of  oiir  soldiers  at  the 
disposal  of  ignorant  jDretenders.  What  are  the  circum- 
stances which  make  such  a distinction  necessary  in  this 
colony,  tliose  who  are  acquainted  with  the  state  of  the 
different  parts  of  this  Continent  will  easily  determine. 
From  the  total  want  of  Medical  schools,  of  Hospitals, 
of  the  means  of  prosecuting  anatomical  enquiries,  the 
number  of  respectable  surgeons  in  this  Colony  is  ex- 
tremely small ; their  education  being  conducted  abroad 
very  expensive : and  their  emoluments,  from  the  stated 
fees  of  practice,  and  the  general  unhealthiness  of  the 
country  proj^ortionably  great.  I am  assured  by  the 
Surgeons  of  Eegiments,  who  are  in  Town,  that  unless 
the  Convention  makes  an  addition  to  their  pay  that 
will  equal  it  to  ye  provision  made  for  them  by  y®  Ordi- 
nance, they  shall  be  under  y®  necessity  of  resigning. 

I am  with  the  greatest  res23ect.  Sir, 

Your  most  obed^  Servant, 

Jxf  M^'Clurg. 

P.S.  The  Surgeons  on  the  provincial  establishment 
were  allow’d,  besides  their  pay,  three  rations  p.  day  and 
forage  for  a Horse ; their  mates  the  same.  The  pay  of 
y®  Surgeon  was  lOsh® — that  of  the  mates  5sh.  ^3.  diem. 
I doul)t  much  if  the  Army  can  be  sup23lied  with  ca23a- 
ble  men  at  a lower  rate. 

His  Excellency  General  Lee,  at  Su:ffolk. 


Fro^[  Edmuxd  Pexdletox. 

Williamsburg  April  25^^  1776. 

Sir, 

Your  letter  to  Mr.  Page  of  the  20*^^  has  been  con- 
sidered by  the  Committee  of  Safety  who  much  ap23roves 
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of  tlie  arms  being  used  by  tlie  regulars  rather  than  lie 
idle  or  be  even  in  the  hands  of  minute  men,  if  they 
were  a compleat  company ; we  also  on  mature  consider- 
ation have  resolved  to  use  the  College  for  an  Hospital; 
however  as  we  wish  to  continue  on  terms  of  the  most 
cordial  Friendship  with  you,  Sir,  and  that  no  occasions 
may  be  given  for  uneasiness  or  jealousy  between  the 
civil  and  military  powers  in  this  Colony,  we  feel  it  an 
indispensable  duty  to  mention  that  your  quartering 
Soldiers  in  the  College  & ordering  it  to  be  prepared  for 
an  Hospital  without  our  previous  consent  which  might 
have  been  easily  obtained,  was,  in  our  opinion,  an  im- 
proj^er  step.  We  presume  this  proceeded  from  inatten- 
tion, and  are  satisfied  you  are  too  good  a Citizen  to  re- 
peat such  acts  of  power  which  though  not  intended  may 
2:)roduce  destructive  consequences  as  it  will  convey  to 
the  people  an  Idea  of  our  being  subjected  to  an  abso- 
lute military  Government  whilst  we  are  straining  every 
nerve  in  defence  of  liberty.  We  would  send  you  an 
account  of  the  trials  of  M""  Wormeley  & M''  Agnew, 
but  you’l  read  them  at  large  in  the  papers. 

For  & by  order  of  the  Committee  of  Safety, 

I am  Sir,  Your  most  ob^  hum.  Serv^ 

Edm®  Pendleton. 

Endorsed  : On  the  Public  Service. 

The  Hon^^®  Charles  Lee,  Esquire, 

Major  General  in  the  Southern  District. 


From  Gen.  Andrew  Lewis. 

Williamsburg,  April  26*^^  1776. 

D®  General, 

Nothing  extraordinary  has  hap2)ened  since  your 
Dejiarture.  The  works  at  James  Town  will  be  com- 
pleted in  two  days.  At  Burwell’s  Fei-ry  the  work  goes 
on  expeditiously.  We  have  procured  three  Flats  for 
the  Ferries,  and  sent  to  Warwick  for  the  fourth.  Tlie 
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tools  you  ordered  are  sent  off.  Tlie  College  shall  be 
prepared  for  the  reception  of  the  sick.  M""  William 
Lindsey  is  amionnced  acting  Purveyor  to  the  Hospital, 
and  will  l)e  making  the  necessary  provision.  The  few 
troops  at  this  place  improve  in  Discipline.  Yon  will 
find  by  the  enclosed  (if  yon  have  leisure  enough  to  read 
it)  the  des])icable  and  pitiful  condition  of  the  Militia, 
at  and  near  Hob’s  Hole.  A rifie  company  from  Penn- 
sylvania join’d  the  6^^  Pegm^  yesterday,  the  men  likely, 
the  arms  good,  but  badly  clothed. 

I am,  with  great  Pespect 

Your  most  obed*"  and  very  hum.  Serb 

Lewis, 


Major  General  Lee. 


Brigadier  General. 


P.  S.  I this  moment  received  the  enclosed  Peport  of 
Cap^  Lilly.  Your  order  on  that  head  shall  be  strictly 
complied  with.  I am  A"" 

A.  Lewis. 


Endorsed : On  the  Service  of  the  United  Colonies 
To,  The  Honorable  Charles  Lee,  Major  General  and 
Commander  of  the  Continental  Troops  in  the  Southern 
District. 

p.  favor  CoP  Jenifer. 


Papers  relating  to  John  Goodrich,  Sen.  & Capt"* 
George  Blair  lately  taken  on  Occacock  Bar, 
North  Carolina. 

Extract  of  a Letter  from  Brigadier  GeiJ  Howe,  to 
Major  Geifi  Lee,  dated  28th  April,  1776. 

M”"  Neale  will  bring  to  your  Camp  a most 

notorious  Tory,  Mr.  Goodrich,  taken  in  a Tender  on 
Occacock  Bar,  by  a brave  set  of  Pilots  in  open  boats : 
The  particulars  of  his  conduct,  I presume  the  Conven- 
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tion  have  wrote  yon,  if  not,  I shall  relate  to  you  when 
I have  the  honor  of  seeing  you.  If  Virginia  cannot 
find  sufficient  circumstances  to  manage  for,  I hope  he 
may  l)e  remanded  to  this  Colony;  he  was  in  Comp^ 
^vith  Lieut.  Wright  of  the  Otter  Sloop  of  War. 

Copies  of  J ames  Buckannon  and  James  Andersons 
Affidavits. 

J ames  Buchannon  being  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evange- 
lists of  i^lmighty  God,  deposeth  and  Saith,  that  about 
Sunday  week  past,  being  on  board  his  Vessel,  the 
Schooner  Polly  then  on  ground  on  the  Swatch,  they  saw 
a Boat,  which  he  thought  was  a Pilot  Boat,  but  was 
after^rards  informed  by  one  of  the  Pilots  that  it  was 
CapP  Goodrich’s  Boat,  and  that  they  were  Prisoners, 
for  she  was  a King’s  Tender ; that  when  Capt.  John 
Goodrich  came  up,  he  ordered  this  deponent  to  deliver 
up  his  Papers,  which  he  did  to  the  said  Goodrich,  who 
told  this  deponent  his  Schooner  was  a lawful  prize, 
and  that  liis  master  Captain  Wright  was  below,  and 
would  l3e  in  that  night,  who  would  be  on  board  the 
said  Schooner,  or  on  Board  whom  the  said  Buchannon 
must  go ; that  on  the  same  night  the  Schooner  was 
boarded  by  an  armed  boat,  belonging  to  the  said  Capt“ 
Wright,  who  put  a prize  master  and  some  hands  on 
board  said  Schooner,  and  plundered  her  of  all  her  live 
stock,  and  took  a gun  & C from  this  Deponent. 

That  a Sloop  belonging  to  one  Lestrange  run  up  the 
sound  that  night,  which  sloop  the  said  Goodrich  saw, 
and  the  men  on  Board  said  Goodrich  were  desirous  of 
taking,  which  Goodrich  op])os’d  on  account  of  her  be- 
ing an  em]:)ty  vessel,  and  harassed  by  the  Committees 
(as  the  Pilots  told  him  the  said  Sloop  was  not  allowed 
to  load  on  account  of  violating  the  association)  that 
CapP  Wright  next  day  blamed  him  much  for  not  mak- 
ing a prize  of  her,  supposing  her  to  have  Cash  on  board. 
That  when  the  said  Schooner  Polly  was  on  ground  on 
the  Swatch,  Goodrich  desired  CapP  Wright  to  discharge 
]Mr.  Buchannon  A his  schooner,  as  she  was  old  and  could 
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not  be  got  ofE  without  mucli  delay,  and  her  Cargo  Avas 
of  little  A^alue  to  them,  which  Wright  positively  refused, 
cfc  SAvore  she  should  proceed  round  to  Norfolk.  And 
tills  Deponent  further  says  that  Capk"  John  Goodrich 
hailed  a certain  Captain  Adderly’s  Vessel,  and  ordered 
said  Adderly  to  bring  his  Papers  on  board  AAdiich  he 
did,  and  delivered  them  to  said  John  Goodrich,  Avho  told 
him  he  should  deliver  them  to  Caj)t“  Wright,  Avho  AAmuld 
determine  the  matter  in  the  morning ; and  that  the  said 
Capt“  Wright  carried  the  said  Adderly  over  the  Bar 
Avith  him  the  Tuesday  following. 

Jaaies  BucHAmoN. 

SAA'orn  in  the  presence  of  the  said  John  Goodrich,  aaTo 
acknoA^dedged  the  same  to  be  the  Truth,  the  26th 
April,  1776.  Before  James  Hogan  a Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  the  County  of  Halifax  in  North  Caro- 
lina. 


James  Anderson’s  AffidaAut  and  the  aboA^e  copied 
one  of  Ja^  Buchannon  Avith  the  extract  of  a Letter  from 
Bp  HoAve  A further  Beports  hy  the  Committee  of  Se- 
crecy, were  enclosed  to  the  President  of  the  Committee 
of  Safety  here,  A for  Avant  of  time  were  not  copied. 


Froai  Johx  Page. 

W'^^burg,  Ajiril  y®  28^^  1776. 

Dear  Sir, 

I receiA^ed  your  Letter  yesterday,  and  laid  it  before 
the  Committee,  aaJio  ajijDroA^ed  of  the  steps  you  liaA^e 
taken  Avith  respect  to  the  arms  of  the  Minute  men,  but 
Ave  are  pretty  much  divided  in  opinion  about  the  pro- 
jiriety  of  converting  the  College  into  Barracks  or  a 
Hospital.  It  is  true,  it  is  a commodious  building,  and 
there  seems  to  be  no  one  house  in  toAAUi  capable  of 
ansAvering  that  purpose,  but  as  the  College  is  the  only 
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place  in  tlie  Country  wliere  our  youtli  can  be  tolerably 
educated  it  seems  liigldy  improper  to  debar  ourselves 
from  that  invalualjle  advantage,  and  indeed  as  it  is  the 
freehold  of  the  President  & Professors,  we  fear  it  will 
look  like  a violation  of  private  property,  and  induce  an 
a])])rehension  of  military  encroachments  thereon,  as  the 
Building  with  the  Library  & Philosophical  apparatus 
is  so  valuable  that  should  any  accident  happen  by  fire, 
the  expence  to  the  Continent  would  be  exceedingly 
great  ck  might  appear  unnecessarily  incurred.  I would 
therefore  recommend  it  to  you  Sir  to  have  the  sick 
soldiers  lodged  in  the  public  Hospital  or  Madhouse 
which  the  Governors  of  it,  have  already  agreed  may  be 
used  when  absolutely  necessary — This  building  with 
some  others  which  may  be  had  will  easily  and  conimo- 
diously  contain  all  the  sick  that  I hope  will  recpiire  a 
Hospital.  These  are  my  reasons  and  not  the  opinion  of 
the  Committee. 

M"'-  Wormeley  and  his  Papers  were  examined:  these 
were  found  to  contain  nothing  in  the  least  criminal ; 
and  it  appearing  to  the  Committee  that,  although  it  is 
evident  from  his  intercepted  letter  that  he  was  extremely 
inimical  to  the  American  Cause,  yet  he  was  not  found 
to  have  committed  any  of  the  ofiEences  within  the  Ordi- 
nance establishing  a mode  of  punishment  for  the  enemies 
of  America,  and  therefore  he  could  not  be  consigned 
over  to  the  Court  of  Commissioners  of  his  County,  as 
Cha®  Neil  son  was,  who  did  fall  within  the  Ordinance 
having  been  on  board  the  Enemy’s  Fleet  & being  found 
returning  to  it  in  a vessel  under  protection  of  its 
Tenders,  without  any  pass  or  permit,  and  having  with 
him  money  and  provisions.  M'’  Wormeley  therefore 
was  discharged  on  giving  Bond  for  his  good  behaviour, 
A to  appear  before  the  ensuing  Convention  if  required 
to  do  so. 

Such  is  the  defect  of  the  ordinance  that  the  Com- 
mittee are  obliged  under  it  to  discharge  Agnew  also. 
Unless  the  Convention  should  .make  some  new  and 
stricter  regulations  with  respect  to  such  dangerous 


THE  LEE  PAPERS. 


457 


persons,  we  must  labour  under  infinite  disadvantages. 
We  Lave  been  so  pestered  with  business  that  the  Com : 
Lave  not  Lad  time  to  answer  your  letter.  I Lave 
scribbled  tliis  in  a spare  minute.  You  will  tlierefore 
excuse  its  defects. 

I am  Dear  Sir,  witli  great  Respect  & Regard 

Your  most  obedient  Lum'"^®  Serv* 

John  Page. 

P.  S.  Col.  Scott  will  deliver  you  tliis  witL  a letter 
I received  by  tLe  Return  of  our  Express.  Tlie  Con- 
gress resolved  tliat  Eden  & Lis  [Papers]  sLould  be  im- 
mediately seized — We  Lave  not  yet  Leard  wlietlier  tlieir 
order  was  executed  or  not.  TLe  Com  : of  Baltimore 
on  receipt  of  our  Letters  instantly  sent  fliree  of  tlieir 
body  to  Annapolis,  and  were  of  opinion  tliat  tlieir 
Govern  our  & Lis  Papers  ouglit  to  be  immediately  se- 
cured ; but  tlie  Council  of  Safety  tliouglit  it  sufficient 
to  leave  liini  at  large  on  Lis  parole  of  Lonour.  I must 
refer  you  to  Col.  Scott  for  any  news  wLicL  may  be  in 
tLis  Town.  ' 

J.  P. 

April  25^^  Since  writing  tlie  above  tlie  Committee 
Lave  agreed  to  an  answer  to  your  Letter,  in  wliicL  tLey 
acknowledge  tlie  Necessity  of  taking  tlie  College  for 
an  Hospital.  You  will  excuse  my  opinion  on  tLat 
Lead  as  it  proceeded  from  my  partiality  to  tlie  place  of 
my  Education,  and  from  a desire  to  give  you  a Lint  as 
a friend  tliat  tlie  steps  you  Lad  taken  Lad  alarmed  many 
people — but  I Lope  tLe  concurrence  of  tLe  Committee 
will  ]*eniove  tLeir  appreLensions. 


From  Major  Josiah  Parker. 

Sir 

As  I discovered  by  CoP.  Miililenburgs  Orders  tliat 
only  GoodricL,  SLedden,  and  Sjirowles’  Louses  of  tliis 
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Town  were  to  be  destroyed,  I am  convinced  you  did  not 
know  tliat  Jamieson  bad  property  in  this  Town,  be  bas 
several  stores  wbicb  I tbink  ought  to  be  annibilated. 
Should  you  think  so  I am  ready  to  execute  your  Or- 
ders. I yesterday  morning  went  as  near  the  lines  of 
the  entrenchment  of  the  Enemy  as  I cou’d  conveniently 
get ; in  my  march  there  I routed  three  officers  who  were 
looking  out  (as  they  were  as  busily  engaged  within  in 
fortyfying  themselves  as  they  could  be).  When  I first 
discovered  them  it  was  at  the  distance  of  four  hundred 
yards  across  a plain  field  ; I ordered  4 rifie  men  to  turn 
round  the  field  to  get  between  them  and  the  breast 
work ; however,  they  were  not  so  brisk  as  I could  wish 
in  turning  out,  and  an  over  anxiety  in  me  ordered  the 
whole  to  follow  me  through  tlie  field ; a few  of  them 
did,  but  very  few  with  that  alacrity  that  I could  have 
wished.  They  discovered  me  at  al3out  200  yards  dis- 
tance, made  their  advances  to  the  left  end  of  the  breast- 
work, something  turn’d  one  of  them  back,  and  he  got 
to  the  same  place.  I was  not  then  more  than  80  steps 
fi’om  him.  I had  no  gun,  but  called  to  him,  ordered 
him  to  surrender.  By  this  time  one  man  come  up  de- 
sired to  know  if  he  might  then  fire.  I forbid  him  as 
they  were  both  in  full  gallop.  I ordered  him  to  pur- 
sue, which  he  did,  and  Capt.  Mason  was  then  up  with 
about  8 men.  I ordered  him  to  follow  with  those  few. 
He  did,  while  I pushed  down  with  a few  more  where  I 
ex23ected  the  other  two.  They  had  got  on  the  entrench- 
ment, and  mounted.  Just  as  Capt.  Mason  got  in  the 
field  by  the  breastwork.  One  of  the  men  fired,  and  one 
of  the  enemy  fell ; the  few  that  saw  him  are  convinced 
he  was  hit,  as  they  were  then  not  more  than  150  yards 
from  their  lines,  a heavy  firing  of  their  field  pieces 
struck  up  and  the  Otter  gave  us  a few  shot ; tho’  as- 
tonishing to  me  not  one  of  us  was  hurt.  I am  sorry  to 
tell  you  that  when  I meant  to  return  73  of  the  men  was 
missinof — In  the  afternoon  I walk’d  to  the  Town  to  take 
a view  of  the  shipping,  entrenchment  cfe""  While  in 
a Garret  I discovered  a boat  rowing  bet^veen  the  ships 
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and  the  shore.  I found  she  was  within  Gun  shot,  ran 
to  the  Centinels,  and  oi-dered  them  to  fire,  which  they 
did.  It  caus’d  an  opposition  from  the  Otter,  the  Breast- 
wo]‘k,  and  a 23oint  where  a few  of  their  men  turn’d  out. 
Our  shot  prevailed,  and  the  man  leap’d  over  and  SAvam 
to  us.  The  Otter  then  began  at  our  Gentries,  and  the 
Guard  who  has  come  to  our  assistance  fired  several 
balls  thi’ough  the  which  we  were  by,  but 

again  they  did  no  damage.  We  got  the  man,  they  got 
the  boat  which  the  wind  & tide  threw  out  of  reach  of 
our  slmt,  and  the  Otter  sent  a boat  for  her.  The  man 
prov’d  to  be  one  Ballentine,  a Tory  of  the  place,  who 
had  ap})ly’d  to  me  for  a pass  to  remove  his  things  by 
^vater,  which  I had  refused.  We  a few  minutes  before 
took  up  an  old  man,  who  come  through  the  fleet  in  a 
Canoe,  but  we  can  gain  nothing  material  from  him.  I 
discovered  that  they  were  very  busily  emj)loyed,  in 
staking  out  rails  at  the  fordable  part  of  the  breastwork, 
which  convinced  me  that  it  would  be  impracticable  to 
accom})lis]i  anything  material  Avithout  their  getting  in 
confusion,  which  I thought  I could  perfect  by  sending 
Captain  [Parjker  of  Brigade  with  about  forty  men,  to 
embark  [in]  boats  to  set’  on  fire  the  Vessels  in  the  lower 
part  [of]  the  fleet,  which  I found  might  be  accom- 
plished without  a discovery.  His  orders  were  to  begin 
at  4 o’clock,  A.  M.  which  was  just  before  the  appear- 
ance of  day.  At  the  same  time  I had  150  men  at  the 
Enemy’s  lines,  and  150  in  town,  to  begin  the  fire  at 
I past  4.  I was  much  disappointed  when  I found  none 
of  the  Vessels  on  fire.  Capt.  Parker  made  a miracu- 
lous escape,  as  the  Dunmore  in  the  night,  with  two 
Tenders  had  fallen  below  the  whole,  and  he  with  his 
men  and  boats  were  between  the  Enemy  at  not  40 
steps  distance  from  either.  By  his  oars  being  well  muf- 
fled he  escap’d,  and  I found  j^rudence  directed  me  to  let 
their  works  alone.  I shall  not  rest  until  I get  that 
fleet  in  confusion  which  I think  may  yet  be  accom- 
plished. There  is  much  Turpentine  at  Suffolk.  I wish 
some  of  it  was  at  Brickell’s  and  I con’d  have  the  dispo- 
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sal  of  it.  You  will  excuse  this  hint.  I shall  pester 
them  as  much  as  possible,  and  shall  answer  for  it,  that 
no  intelligence  reaches  Dunmore  from  this  quarter. 
Pray  excuse  my  writing  thus  fully. 

I am  Your  Excellency’s  most  oV  h'"^®  Serv^ 

J.  Parker. 

Portsmouth,  28  April,  1776. 


From  Lord  Duxmore  to  the  Commaxdixo  Officer  at 

Portsmouth. 

Ship  Dunmore,  May,  1776. 

Sir, 

As  it  is  supposed  Mr.  Goodrich,  Mr.  Blair,  and  sev- 
eral other  gentlemen  employed  in  his  Majesty’s  Service, 
have  been  so  unfortunate  as  to  fall  into  the  hands  of 
his  Majestys  Enemies  in  North  Carolina,  and  as  these 
gentlemen  must  be  distressed  for  want  of  cloaths 
other  Necessaries,  I have  to  request  you  will  inform 
the  Bearer  where  they  are,  and  if  their  friends  will  be 
j)ermitted  to  send  them  such  necessaries  as  they  may 
think  they  may  want. 

I am  Sir,  Your  most  ob^  humble  Servt. 

Duxmore. 

The  Commanding  Officer  at  Portsmouth. 


From  Major  Parker  to  Lord  Duxmore. 

My  Lord, 

I received  yours  p.  Flag  accompanied  by  Lieut. 
Wools  and  Mr.  William  Goodrich.  It  gives  me  pleas- 
ure to  hear  that  M’'  John  Goodrich,  M’’  George  Blair, 
and  others  are  taken  prisoners  in  North  Carolina  by 
our  Friends,  who  never  mean’d  or  intended  anything 
hostile  to  his  majesty  of  Britain  or  any  of  his  Servants, 
until  hurried  into  it  by  the  equitable  law  of  self  pre- 
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servation.  As  to  Mons''®  Goodricli  & Blair  tliey  deserve 
not  favor  from  the  hands  of  American  Sons  ; they  l)oth 
chearfnlly  subscribed  to  tlie  Continental  Association, 
by  Avhich  means  they  have  stained  their  names  Avith  the 
epithet  of  Traitors  to  the  Country  AAdiich  fostered  them. 
HoAA^eA^er  as  humanity  is  our  all  ruling  principle,  Ave 
are  AAnlling  that  they  should  be  suj^plyed  Avith  any 
cloathing  AAdiich  you  may  send  this  afternoon,  AAdiere 
M""  Goodrich  and  M"’  Blair  are  at  present  I do  not  knoAV. 
Indeed  if  I did,  should  expect  Lord  Dunmore,  con’d  not 
AAUsh  me  to  inform  him. 

I am  your  Lordships  mo.  ob*  Seinmiit 

J.  Parker. 

Cam]3  at  Portsmouth,  May,  1776. 


From  the  Vice  President  of  the  IN’ortii  Carolina 
Provincial  Congress. 

Halifax,  2^^  May,  1776. 

Sir, 

The  inclosed  is  a copy  of  a letter  the  contents  of 
AAdiich  are  extremely  interesting  to  the  Continent. 

I have  it  in  command  from  the  Congress  to  commu- 
nicate them  to  you,  that  you  may  take  such  measures 
as  may  best  conduce  to  the  defence  of  this  Colony.  I 
cannot  omit  to  mention  to  you  that  your  ]3resence  in 
this  Colony  Avould  be  attended  Avith  the  most  beneficial 
purposes,  and  give  spirit  to  our  Military  o23erations. 

I am  Sir, 

Your  obed^  humble  Serv^ 

Allen  Jones, 

Vice  President. 

Major  General  Lee, 

Virginia, 
p Brigadier  Genl.  HoAve. 
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From  Col.  William  Woodford. 

Kemp’s  Landiim,  2*^  May,  1776. 

Dear  Gen^ 

I wrote  yon  by  Cob  Lawson,  since  wliicli  nothing 
extraordinary  has  happen’d.  Cob  Mulenbnrgs  party 
arrived  in  the  rain  on  Monday,  the  detachment  from 
Major  Parker  yesterday,  when  I made  tlie  following 
disposition  of  the  Troops,  which  I hope  will  meet  with 
your  approbation.  At  Ferry  Point  37  men,  between 
this  and  the  head  of  Tanners  Creek  70,  from  Tanners 
creek  to  Korfolk  135,  from  the  head  of  Tanners  Creek 
to  the  month  on  the  other  side  100,  from  the  Pleasure 
House,  on  Bay  side  to  the  Sea  Board  100,  at  North 
Landing  25,  at  Newtown  15 — A letter  just  rec*^  from 
Cob  Eppes  (who  commands  the  party  at  the  Pleasure 
House)  informs  that  many  slaves  had  run  off;  but 
hope  when  these  ditferent  partys  come  to  be  subdivided 
they  will  effectually  put  a stop  to  their  escaping.  We 
lost  some  time  in  furnishing  the  men  with  provisions, 
for  which  we  were  obliged  to  wait  ’till  Indian  meal 
could  be  ground  in  the  Mills,  the  Commissary  being 
quite  out  of  hour,  I have  sent  a waggon  to  the  Bridge 
for  a load,  and  have  ordered  the  ditferent  party’s  to 
endeavour  to  supply  themselves  in  the  Country.  The 
distress  of  these  unfortunate  people  is  hardly  to  be 
described,  its  the  most  disagreeable  service  I have  ever 
been  engaged  in,  you  were  pleased  to  leave  several 
things  to  my  discretion.  I have  ventured  to  give  num- 
bers of  them  passes  to  remove  into  the  interior  parts  of 
N.  Carolina,  and  where  they  could  be  best  accommo- 
dated. I hope  in  this  I have  not  done  wrong,  the  great 
number  of  people,  and  their  inability  to  move  with  Ex- 
pedition, will  prolong  this  business  beyond  the  time 
you  expected  it  to  be  done  in.  I will  use  every  means 
in  my  power  to  forward  it,  and  hope  it  may  be  in  time 
to  answer  the  purpose,  no  more  of  Cob  Beddicks  ex- 
pected carts  are  arrived,  nor  any  of  the  waggons  from 
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Portsmouth,  so  that  we  have  it  not  in  our  power  to  af- 
ford them  any  assistance  in  that  way.  Capt.  Westcoat 
and  some  other  officers  in  the  naval  service  are  come 
down  to  recruit  seamen,  as  I have  no  orders  respecting 
their  taking  them  out  of  the  different  Corps,  I have  de- 
sired them  to  wait  a few  days  ’till  I am  informed  how 
to  act.  We  get  no  papers  here,  nor  any  news  hut  what 
is  brought  by  very  unintelligible  people.  M*"  Morris 
or  M”"  Byrd  would  be  very  obliging  if  they  would  tell 
me  what  was  going  forward,  i shall  receive  your  fur- 
ther commands  with  pleasure,  and  am  with  much  re- 
spect. 

Your  Excellency’s  most  ob^  hble  Servant, 

W^  Woodford. 


To  His  Exc^  Maj.  Gen.  Lee 
at  Williamsburg 
Favored  by  Capt.  Markham. 


From  Edmuxd  Pexdletox. 

Williamsburg,  May  2"^  1776. 
Sir, 

The  Committee  were  not  disappointed  when  they 
received  your  polite  favour  of  the  30^^  as  they  enter- 
tained no  doubt  when  they  formerly  mentioned  the  affair 
of  the  College,  that  the  mode  of  your  Proceeding,  was 
adopted,  on  some  mistake,  and  not  from  any  inclina- 
tion on  you  Sir,  to  establish  any  improper  military 
Power,  which  the  noble  part  you  have  taken  in  this 
important  struggle,  must  acquit  you  from  all  possible 
suspicion  of.  We  do  not  however  repent  of  having 
mentioned  the'  matter  to  you,  as  we  have  done  our  duty, 
and  given  you  an  opportunity  of  explaining  the  trans- 
action so  much  to  your  honor  and  the  satisfaction  of 
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the  public,  if  any  enquiry  should  be  made  relating  to 
it  For  and  by  order  of  the  Comihee  of  Safety. 

I am  with  great  resj^ect  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant 

Major  General  Lee.  Pendleton, 


Eesolves  of  the  Committee  of  Safety. 

In  Committee  of  Safety  at  AYilliamsburg. 
May  3”^"  1776. 

Ui^on  a Petition  and  representation  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  County  of  Princess  Anne,  in  behalf  of  them- 
selves, and  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  County,  setting 
forth  the  distresses,  and  ruin,  which  must  attend  them, 
from  the  carrying  into  execution  the  resolution  of  this 
board  of  the  tenth  day  of  April  last,  for  their  removal, 
And  praying  that  the  same  might  be  revised  and  re- 
scinded, or  in  some  measure  relaxed.  On  hearing  the 
Gentlemen  appointed  to  present  the  said  petition, 
and  advised  with  Major  General  Lee,  and  maturely 
considering  the  subject.  The  Committee  are  of  opinion 
that  many  inconveniences  would  arise  from  carrying 
the  said  resolution  into  Execution,  in  its  fullest  lati- 
tude, and  therefore  do  resolve,  that  William  Pobinson, 
Thomas  Eeynolds  Walker,  Thomas  Olds,  John  Tho- 
rowgood,  James  Henley,  Erasmus  Haynes,  and  William 
Wishart,  Gen^®  or  any  four  or  more  of  them,  do  assem- 
ble themselves  together,  and  having  taken  an  oath  be- 
fore a magistrate  or  committee  men  to  do  equal  and 
impartial  justice,  and  to  keep  each  other  secrets,  pro- 
ceed to  make  strict  enquiry  into  the  temper  and  former 
conduct  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  County  of  Prin- 
cess Anne,  and  certifie  to  The  Hon  : Major  General 
Lee,  or  the  Commanding  officer  at  SufEolk,i  or  its  Neigh- 
bourhood, which  of  them  have  taken  an  active  part  on 
behalf  of  America,  which  have  remained  quiet  at  home, 
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without  taking  an  active  part  on  eitlier  side,  and  wlio 
have  appeared  inimical  to  America,  on  which  Certifi- 
cate the  General  or  Commanding  officer  is  desired  to  suf- 
fer all  such  as  have  been  friends  or  neutrals,  to  remain 
at  their  hal)itations  with  their  familys,  but  to  remove 
all  their  live  stock,  except  such  as  the  Commissioners 
above  named  shall  judge  necessary  for  their  immediate 
subsistence,  and  that  all  the  Enemies  of  America  in  the 
said  County  be  compelled  to  remove  with  their  family’s 
and  effects,  according  to  the  former  resolutions.  And 
the  said  Commissioners  are  desired  to  return  their 
whole  proceedings  to  this  Committee  to  be  laid  l)efore 
General  Convention. 

Edm®  Pendleton. 


In  Committee  of  Safety,  at  Willianisl)urg, 
May  1776. 

On  considering  a verbal  projiosition  formerly  made 
by  Lord  Dunmore  to  this  Committee,  delivered  l^y 
Colonel  Alexander  Gordon  for  the.  exchange  of  pris- 
oners, 

Kesolved,  that  that  the  following  proposals  for 
such  exchange  be  sent  his  Lordship  by  the  (Jommand- 
ing  Officer  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Norfolk,  viz. : 

Col.  Alexander  Gordon,  and  Col.  Jacob  Elligood, 
for  Col.  Anthony  Lawson,  and  Col.  Joseph  Hutch- 
ings. 

All  other  officers  of  like  rank,  to  be  exchanged  on 
equal  terms,  privates  for  2^1‘ivates,  and  if  there  be  not 
officers  on  either  side,  to  give  for  such,  on  the  other,  in 
order  to  eifect  a full  exchange  as  may  be,  that  the  fol- 
lowing rule  be  observed  in  such  case  to  give  for  a Colo- 
nel eight  2:>rivates  ; a Lieut.  Colonel,  seven  ; a Majoi*, 
six ; a Captain,  five ; a Lieutenant,  four ; an  Ensign, 
three ; a Sergeant,  two. 

All  other  non-commissioned  officers,  to  be  considered 
as  privates.  The  prisoners  to  be  exclianged  in  the 
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order  of  their  Captivity,  without  respect  of  persons. 
However  it  is  to  be  iinderstood  that  no  prisoners  on 
either  side,  be  comj^elled  to  return,  who  shall  volunta- 
rily desire  to  remain  with  the  party  they  are  with  at 
present. 

Ed:\C  Penhletoh,  P’' 


Col.  Thomas  Elliott  to  Bihg.  Gen.  Lewis. 

Petersburg,  May  3*’'^  1776. 

Hon®  Sir, 

I arrived  in  this  Town  the  day  before  yesterday  and 
received  such  of  the  Prisoners  as  had  not  made  their  Es- 
cape from  the  Officer  who  escorted  them  from  Carolina, 
the  same  evening,  five  of  the  Prisoners  had  made  their 
escape  from  him;  a list  of  them  you  have  enclos’d;  as 
also  a list  of  eight  Prisoners  that  were  not  enumerated 
in  the  list  you  gave  me.  I was  detained  yesterday  to  get 
provision,  and  to  give  the  Prisoners  a little  respite,  as 
they  seemed  much  fatigued,  and  am  much  perjilexed  in 
crossing  the  river  to  day,  as  the  ferry  Boat  is  very 
small,  and  its  with  difficulty  we  get  a waggon  over.  I 
shall  proceed  with  all  expedition  untill  I meet  the  party 
from  the  Northward  to  receive  the  prisoners,  on  the  de- 
livery of  wdiich  I shall  make  the  best  way  I can  to 
Wmsbiirg.  I have  been  under  the  necessity  of  hiring  a 
waggon  to  carry  the  Prisoners  baggage  as  they  have  a 
considerable  quantity  of  it.  Ten  or  a dozen  of  our  peo- 
ple have  fallen  sick  since  I left  Town,  which  am 
olilig’d  to  leave  on  the  way,  but  have  made  proper 
provision  for  them. 

Your  mo  : obe^  Servant 

Tiio®  Elliott. 
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To  Egbert  Morris. 

AVilliainslmrg  May  8*^  1770. 

My  Morris, 

I liave  just  received  yours  of  y®  23’’^^  and  think  my- 
self still  more  obliged  to  you  for  making  so  iiglit  of  the 
Obligations  you  have  hea])ed  upon  me  i)ut  I shall  trouble 
you  I find  by  insisting  on  the  to])ic.  So  let  it  go  to  sleep 
for  the  present — the  Convention  and  Committee  of  Vir- 
ginia are  certainly  a most  res2:)ectable  Body.  I hope 
I shall  not  inadvertently  run  myself  into  any  dispute 
Avith  ’em — I am  sure  I shall  not  intentionally — but  I 
sincerely  thank  you  for  your  hints — the  force  here 
is  really  inadequate  and  I hope  you  can  spare  us  some 
Battalions — I cannot  see  that  it  will  add  to  the  expense 
of  the  Continent.  I am  vexed  for  my  three  thousand 
pounds  as  I should  have  liked  to  cleared  off  the  pur- 
chase money  of  my  Berkley  estate — when  it  is  time  to 
apply  to  the  Congress  to  advance  a sum  sufficient  for 
this  purpose,  you  will  advise  me.  I do  not  see  at  pres- 
ent any  chance  for  reunion — delay  will  therefore  only 
prolong  the  distresses  and  Calamities  of  war — for  God’s 
sake  declare  yourselves  at  once  what  you  really  are  and 
must  be — an  independent  state.  I am  so  hurried  that 
you  must  excuse  the  shortness  and  incoherence  of  this 
note. 

Adieu  Yours  most  sincerely 

Charles  Lee. 


To  Edmuxd  Pexdletox. 

Williamsburg  May  4^^  1776. 
Sir, 

The  Committee  will  I hope  excuse  my  not  having 
yesterday  made  a Eej^ort  to  ’em  (as  I think  it  my  duty) 
of  every  transaction  which  is  not  merely  military,  l)ut 
they  Avere  so  much  em]3loy’d  in  the  Business  of  the 
Princess  Anne  Petition,  that  I thought  it  better  not  to 
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enter  on  the  subject.  As  I found  that  the  Inhabitants 
of  Portsmouth  liad  universally  taken  the  Oaths  to  Lord 
Dunmore,  and  as  that  Town  was,  I believe  justly  con- 
sider’d as  the  great  channel  through  which  his  Lordship 
i*eceiv’d  the  most  exact  and  minute  intelligence  of  all 
our  motions  and  designs,  I thought  it  incumbent  on  me, 
and  agreeable  to  the  spirit  of  your  instructions  to  re- 
move the  People  without  exception,  for  even  the  Women 
A Children  had  learnt  the  art  and  practic’d  with  ad- 
di*ess  the  office  of  Spies — A considerable  quantity  of  very 
valuable  articles  were  found  in  the  houses  of  Mess’’® 
Sprowde,  Goodrich  and  Jammeson,  such  as  Molasses, 
Salt  A other  things  much  wanted  for  the  Public — A 
list  of  these  articles  will  be  made  out  by  the  Officer 
commanding  the  Party  and  laid  before  your  Board. 
As  the  Town  of  Portsmouth  will  afford  so  convenient 
shelter  and  Quarters  to  refresh  the  Enemy  on  a suppo- 
sition that  they  may  make  this  part  of  the  World  their 
object,  it  perhaps  be  politick  to  destroy  it  totally,  but 
the  houses  of  some  of  the  most  notorious  Traitors  I 
thought  absolutely  necessary  to  demolish  in  hopes  of  in- 
timidating the  Neighbourhood,  from  trilling  any  longer, 
and  hying  in  the  face  of  your  ordinances,  for  it  is  in- 
conceivable, unless  I have  been  grossly  misinform’d,  into 
what  barefaced  and  open  intercourse  with  the  enemy 
they  had  been  encouraged  1;)y  no  examples  having  l)een 
made.  Sprowle’s,  Goodrich’s,  Jemmison’s  and  Shed- 
den’s  houses  were  on  this  princqDle  destroyed,  the  last, 
Shedden,  is  now  a Prisoner  at  Suffolk  accused,  and  I 
believe  convicted,  of  having  been  on  board  Lord  Dun- 
more’s  Fleet,  since  his  acquittal  by  the  Committee  of 
Norfolk.  As  we  had  undoubted  intelligence  that  the 
heet  and  army  of  Lord  Dunmore  were  amply  and  re- 
gularly supplied  with  provisions  and  refreshments  of 
every  kind  from  that  tract  of  country  lying  between  the 
Southern  and  Eastern  Branches,  as  well  as  from  Tan- 
ners Creek,  notwithstanding  the  positive  ordinances 
level’d  against  this  species  of  treason — and  as  from  a 
habit  of  any  sort  of  action,  be  it  ever  so  heinous,  he  who 
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commits  it  infallibly  in  the  end  perswades  himself  tliere 
is  no  crime  in  it  at  all,  so  these  Worthies  not  only  every 
day  o])enly  Sl  constantly  carried  on  this  dangerous  com- 
merce, but  it  is  said  justified  it  in  their  conversation ; it 
therefore,  Sir,  in  my  opinion,  as  well  as  of  the  officers, 
the  Committee  of  GenC"  from  Suffiolk,  became  indis- 
pensably necessary  to  take  some  vigorous  step  on  the 
spot  which  might  intimidate  the  whole  knot  of  these  mis- 
creants from  their  pernicious  traffick — a Mr.  Hopkins 
infamous  for  his  Principles  & conduct,  & who  has  a son, 
now  a Soldier  in  Dunmore’s  Army,  was  fortunately  the 
first  man  detected  : he  was  seized  in  his  return  from  the 
Fleet.  He  j^revaricated  and  perjured  himself  very  hand- 
somely on  the  occasion,  but  at  length  fact  was  proved, 
tfe  he  confess’d — the  sentiments  of  the  Committee  and 
other  officers  concurring  with  my  own — we  determin’d 
after  having  seiz’d  his  furniture  to  set  his  house  on  tire 
in  his  Presence — this  stej)  was  not  cpiite  consistent  with 
the  regular  mode  of  proceeding,  but  there  are  occasions 
when  the  necessity  will  excuse  deviations,  and  this  I hoj^e 
will  aj^pear  to  the  Committee  to  be  one  of  these  occa- 
sions— I must  here.  Gentlemen,  beg  leave  to  repeat  my 
assurances,  that  if  ever  in  my  military  caj)acity,  I should 
fall  into  any  measure,  which  is  more  properly  within 
the  Province  of  the  Civil,  it  will  entirely  proceed  from 
mistake  or  inadvertency,  never  from  design,  and  npon 
these  occasions,  so  far  from  being  oifended  by  the  ad- 
monition or  even  reprimand  of  your  Committee,  I shall 
think  myself  obliged  to  them.  I am  Sir,  with  the 
greatest  respect.  Your  most  obed!  humble  Servant, 

Charles  Lee. 

lo  Ldmiind  Pendleton, 

President  of  the  Committee  of  Safety. 


To  Gexeral  Washixgtox. 

^ ^ Williamsburgh,  May  4^^  1776. 

Dear  General: 

I am  just  returned  from  Suffiolk,  and  the  posts 
below,  and  the  post  is  just  going  out,  so  that  this  must 


470 


THE  LEE  PAPEES. 


rather  be  considered  as  an  apology  for  not  writing  than 
as  a letter.  In  a few  days  I shall  set  out  for  Carolina, 
Init  l^efore  I set  out  shall  send  yon  a full  description  of 
onr  state  and  situation.  AYe  want  arms,  medicines,  and 
blankets,  most  crnelly;  indeed,  we  want  some  battalions. 
I wish,  dear  General,  yon  wonld  prevail  on  the  Con- 
gress to  increase  the  pay  of  onr  engineers — it  is  too 
wretclied ; no  men  cpialified  for  the  business  will  serve 
on  the  terms. — Enclosed  is  an  uncouth  return  of  our 
force.  Adieu,  dear  General, 

Amours  respectfully  and  affectionately, 

Charles  Lee. 


From  Edmund  Pendleton. 


AYilliamsburg,  May  1776. 


Sir, 

I had  the  Honor  of  laying  your  obliging  favor  of 
the  4^^  before  the  Committee  of  Safety,  who  are  perfectly 
satisfied  of  your  intention  not  to  incroach  on  the  civil 
autliority,  Imt  to  confine  your  operations  to  the  proper 
line  of  military  duty  of  wliich  you  are  so  good  a judge. 
On  our  parts  we  lieg  leave  to  assure  you  Sir,  w^e  shall 
always  be  ready,  to  give  you  every  necessary  assistance 
in  our  power  for  accomplishing  the 
all  have  in  view. 


great  purpose  we 


AYhen  we  reflect  on  the  several  reasons  by  you 
assigned  for  your  proceedings  at  Portsmouth,  we  much 
approve  of  the  whole  of  your  conduct  to  those  people. 
It  being  one  of  the  inevitable  consequences  of  this  kind 
of  war,  that  legal  modes  of  enquiry  must  yield  to  neces- 
sity, and  what  the  jmblic  safety  seems  to  require,  should 
be  immediately  done,  even  tho’  some  injury  may  arise 
to  innocent  individuals,  to  whom  the  Community  may 
render  compensation  when  tranquility  is  restored ; on 
this  last  consideration,  we  request  you  will  give  direc- 
tions to  retain  the  Molasses,  Salt  and  other  articles  for 
the  use  of  the  public,  and  that  in  the  Inventory  thereof 
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to  be  returned  each  Individual’s  property  may  V)e  dis- 
tiuguislied  as  far  as  possible,  That  if  in  any  future 
period,  they  can  satisfie  the  Legislature  of  their  inno- 
cence (which  liowever  improl)able  is  yet  possible)  the 
quantum  of  tlieir  loss  may  be  ascertained. 

AYe  are  j)leased  that  you  confined  the  confiagration 
at  present  to  the  houses  of  a few  of  the  most  notorious 
oifenders ; since  the  reasons  you  urge  appear  forcil)le 
for  the  destruction  of  the  Avdiole.  It  may  give  more 
general  satisfaction,  to  have  the  subject  first  discussed 
by  the  Ee])resentatives  of  the  people,  to  whom  in  their 
approacliing  Session  we  will  communicate  your  favor 
and  transmit  you  their  Ilesolution  thereupon. 

AYe  are  much  obliged  by  the  intelligence  sent  us, 
respecting  that  Arch-Traitor,  old  Goodrich,  who  is  so 
notorious  an  offender,  that  we  suppose  there  will  be  no 
difficulty  in  his  Conviction. 

AYe  shall  always  have  pleasure  in  keeping  up  a free 
and  friendly  corresj^ondence  with  you,  and  are  with 
great  respect,  Sir,  Y^our  most  obedient  Servants, 

(For  the  Committee) 

Edm®  Peadletox,  P*". 

Alajor  General  Lee. 


From  James  Hendricks. 

Hampton,  6*^  May,  1776. 

Please  your  Excellency, 

A few  days  ago  the  Liverpool  Frigate  with  two 
merchant  Brigs  set  sail  (as  I have  since  learn’d)  for 
Delawai'e  Eiver  in  order  to  give  the  Eoe-Buck  their 
assistance  in  getting  off  some  Flatts  where  she  is 
grounded  in  nine  feet  of  water,  someAvhere  about  the 
mouth  of  the  Brandywine.  This  is  told  us  by  a CapP 
liysom  who  is  now  on  shore  on  his  Parole.  I must 
confess  I don’t  much  like  these  people  coming  on  their 
Parole  so  often,  as  I make  no  doubt  but  many  of  them 
are  as  fond  of  carrying  Intelligence  as  bringing  any, 
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tliree  or  four  days  ago  tlie  sloop  IN’antiliis  of  Eighteen 
Guns  came  up,  and  now  lays  in  the  road  in  the  Liver- 
pool’s station,  a glorious-  opportunity  for  our  fleet  if 
they  now  were  here.  I have  prepared  Materials  for 
seven  or  eight  of  the  cannon  at  this  place,  and  would  be 
al)le  to  mount  some  of  them  Immediately,  but  think  it 
not  prudent  untill  they  are  Clean’d  & tryed,  and  as  we 
have  not  powder  enough  here  for  that  purpose  I 
presume  you’l  think  it  necessary  to  order  a Sufficient 
quantity  down  with  a proper  person  to  make  the  trial — 
our  men  all  healthy,  rugged,  & in  good  spirits. 

I am  y""  Excellency’s  most  obt.  lible.  Serv*- 

James  Hexdricks. 

His  Excellency  Charles  Lee,  Esq. 

Cohiander  of  the  Southern  Hist,  of  Xorth  America, 
^ymsj^urg.  IX  Lieut  Peyton. 


To  Daniel  of  S’"  Tiio®  Jenifer. 

Williamsburg,  May  the  1776. 

Dear  Sir, 

I find  that  I am  extremely  censur’d,  not  only  by 
your  Board,  but  by  a multitude  of  others  for  my  letter 
to  Mr.  Purviance,  with  respect  to  the  seizure  of  Mr. 
Eden’s  Person  and  Papers,  but  I really  think,  when  the 
circumstances  are  explained,  that  the  censure  will 
appear  unjust,  and  that  I was  neither  violent,  assuming, 
nor  precipitate.  When  the  Secretary  of  State’s  Letter 
to  your  Governor  was  put  into  my  hands,  I naturally 
concluded  that  could  we  possess  ourselves  of  all  Mr. 
Eden’s  Papers,  the  whole  machinations  of  the  Ministry 
might  be  discovered;  that  this  discovery  might  enable 
us  to  prevent  their  effects,  and  perhaps  defeat  the  whole 
plan — the  possession  of  these  Papers  cou’d  not  be  hoped 
for,  without  previously  securing  his  Person,  and  to  ac- 
conqilish  the  utmost  secrecy  A expedition  were  necessary. 
Now,  Sir,  as  I imagined  you  had  no  Troops  at  Annapolis 
to  execute  the  purpose  (but  in  this  I find  I was  mis- 
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taken)  and  as  I knew  there  were  Troops  in  readiness  at 
Baltimore,  and  as  there  was  no  Continental  General,  or 
other  Officer  in  Maryland,  Mr.  Pnrviance  Chairman  of 
tlie  Committee  on  tlie  spot,  where  I had  conceived 
Troops  alone  to  l)e  stationed,  occurred  to  me  as  the  only 
])erson  to  whom  I could  with  propriety  and  effect  make 
application : had  I known.  Sir,  that  a Begiment  or  any 
Troops  were  stationed  at  Annapolis,  I should  nndoubt- 
edly.  Sir,  have  address’d  myself  to  you  as  President  of 
the  Council  of  Safety. 

It  is  said.  Sir,  that  Maryland  was  out  of  the  district 
of  my  command,  that  consequently  to  intrude  myself 
into  the  business,  and  concerns  of  that  province,  was 
assuming  and  arrogant : I really  conceive.  Sir,  that  when 
the  safety,  or  very  being  of  the  whole  community 
appears  at  stake,  the  part  I have  acted  in  this  affair 
cannot  with  justice  be  esteem’d  arrogance:  I did  not 
presume  authoritatively  to  order,  but  as  one  servant  of 
the  Public  earnestly  to  entreat,  A conjure  another 
servant  who  alone  appear’d  to  me,  to  have  the  means  in 
his  hands  to  take  a certain  step  of  the  last  importance 
to  the  public  cause ; I must  repeat.  Sir,  that  my  reason 
for  addressing  myself  to  Mr.  Purviance  at  Baltimore, 
proceeded  entirely  from  my  ignorance  of  there  being 
any  Troops  at  Annapolis,  and  not  (as  I have  been  told 
has  been  thrown  out)  from  any  diffidence  in  your 
virtue  and  decision — I suppose  the  Committee  of  Safety 
here  view’d  it  in  the  same  light,  for  I read  my  letter  to 
them  A it  was  approved  of. 

In  times  like  these.  Sir,  I conceive,  that  when  we 
have  received  sufficient  evidence  of  traitorous  designs, 
and  the  immediate  seizure  of  the  traitor,  may  probably 
lead  to  the  most  momentous  discovery;  that  the  utmost 
secrecy  is  necessary  to  the  securing  his  person  ; it  is  the 
duty  of  every  good  citizen,  not  to  delay  a single 
moment,  if  a single  moment’s  delay  may  prevent  the 
securing  such  traitor  A his  Papers  when  of  the  utmost 
consequence  to  the  commnnity.  I thought  it  my  duty 
to  j)roceed  in  this  manner  lately,  in  the  case  of  Mr. 
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Worm  ley — immediately  I found  lie  carried  on  a corres- 
pondence witli  tlie  enemy.  I gave  orders  for  tlie 
seizure  of  Ms  Person  & Papers,  & tlien  referred  liim  to 
tlie  projier  tribunal,  tlie  Committee  of  Safety : tlie 
measure  so  far  from  giving  umbrage  or  disgust  met 
witli  tlieir  unanimus  apjirobation,  & I am  mucli 
mistaken  if  in  tliese  cases  it  is  proscribed,  & Councils 
are  2^1‘eviously  to  be  lield  to  the  seizure  of  a Traitor,  if 
every  Traitor  does  not  escape  out  of  your  bands.  I 
must  now,  Sir,  conclude  with  assuring  you,  & the 
HoiP^®  Board  over  whom  you  preside,  that  if  they  think 
I harbour  a wish  to  extend  the  military  authority  or  of 
trespassing  on  the  Civil,  they  do  me  the  most  cruel  in- 
justice. They  cannot  be  more  jealous  than  I am  myself ; 
altho’  I was  bred  in  the  army,  I thank  God,  the  spirit 
of  the  citizen  has  been  always  predominant,  and  I 
solemnly  declare  that  if  I thouglit  it  jiossible  that  I 
should  ever  be  intoxicated  with  military  command,  I 
wou’d  now  whilst  I retain  my  senses,  beg  leave  to 
divest  myself  of  my  present  office  and  serve  as  a 
Volunteer  in  the  glorious  cause,  in  which  I have 
embarked  my  person,  fortune,  cfe  reputation.  As  to  the 
mode  I have  pursued  in  this  affiair,  I hope  I have 
sufficiently  explained  that  whatever  appear’d  to  you 
irregular  or  offensive  in  it,  must  be  attributed  entirely 
to  a mistake  for  which  I am  heartily  concerned  as  it  has 
prejudiced  me  in  the  opinions  of  men  whose  esteem  I 
am  most  ambitious  of  obtaining.  I am  Sir, 

Your  most  oM  humble  Servant 

Charles  Lee. 

Daih  S*'-  Thomas  Jenifer,  Esq. 

President  of  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


From  William  Palfrey. 

New  York,  6th  May,  1776. 

My  Dear  Gexeral, 

If  apologies  would  make  any  atonement  for  my  long 
neglect  of  you,  I could  fill  this  and  another  sheet  with 
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a list  of  tlie  many  engagements  wliicli  liave  liitliei’to 
2)revented  my  paying  you  tliat  respect  wliicli  my  duty 
as  well  as  my  inclination  exacts  from  me.  Ever  since  I 
left  you  have  I been  kept  so  tightly  at  it  from  morning 
’till  night  that  I have  scarce  had  time  to  satisfy  the 
cravings  of  Nature,  which  is  rathei*  hard  upon  one, 
who,  you  well  know,  is  so  often  called  upon  by  that 
insatiable  Dame. 

The  Pul^lic  papers  have  doubtless  announc’d  to  you 
that  I have  retir’d  from  delivering  of  Messages  & writ- 
ing of  orders,  to  thrumming  of  pounds,  shillings  and 
pence  in  the  character  of  a Pay  Master  General ; by 
this  agreeable  transition  I toucli  a cool  hundred  dollars 
^ Month,  and  j^ut  it  out  of  the  ]3ower  of  any  one  to 
say— 

‘‘for  liim  the  Washerwoman  toils  in  vain, 
for  him  in  vain  the  Tailor  sits  cross  legj^’d.”  ' 


I arriv’d  at  Boston  just  time  enough  to  be  present  at 
the  operations  carrying  on  for  an  assault  of  the  Town ; 
the  Bombardment  for  two  nights  was  very  severe.  The 
Enemy  as  you  have  heard,  did  not  think  proper  to  'con- 
tinue in  the  Town.  I had  the  pleasure  of  being  the 
first  person  from  our  Army  who  enter’d  it. 

During  the  little  time  I was  at  Cambridge  I had  no 
leisure  to  attend  to  your  domestic  matters,  but  with  the 
advice  of  General  Gates  committed  them  to  the  care  of 
Mr  Frazer  who  sold  the  wine,  and  some  other  things 
and  paid  the  small  debts.  M^^  Smith  was  gone — having 
found  her  husband  (or  rather  he  found  her)  after  seven 
years  absence.  They  now  live  together  in  the  height 
of  conjugal  happiness  at  Newbury. 

Ten  Begiments  have  been  sent  from  hence  to  Can- 
ada. General  Thompson  went  with  the  first  Brigade, 
General  Sullivan  with  the  last.  General  Ward  has  re- 
signed, & the  Congress  have  accepted  his  resignation — 
You  are  now  the  second  in  Command  in  America — Ge- 
neral Gates  tells  me  there  Avill  be  upwards  of  thirteen 
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thousand  men  in  Canada  when  these  last  Iveo:lments 
arrive. 

I am  very  sorry  to  inform  you  that  before  we  left 
Cambridge  your  mare  met  with  an  accident  by  running 
a nail  in  her  foot,  by  which  she  was  so  much  hurt  that 
for  some  time  her  life  was  despair’d  of.  Mf  Bayler 
took  the  utmost  care  of  her  while  he  stay’d,  Sl  when 
he  came  away  left  her  with  Mf  Hastings  who  has  since 
wuote  him  word  she  is  better. 

Coll?  Read  is  expected  in  Town  every  Moment  to 
resume  his  office  of  Secretary,  his  Salary  is  increas’d 
to  100  dollars  ^ month,  and  he  is  allow’d  two  assist- 
ants. The  General’s  Aid  de  Canlj^s  now  receive  forty 
dollars  ^ month. 

I was  last  week  at  Philadelphia  to  receive  my  Com- 
mission A qualify  myself  for  office — Sorry  that  I am  to 
find  that  a damned  Aristocracy  ” too  much  prevails 
there  which  augurs  no  good  to  the  common  cause.  The 
Dependants,  as  they  are  now  call’d,  carried  the  Election 
for  the  City  against  all  but  George  Clymer,  who  is 
plump  for  Independence. 

The  A.  Yorkers  seem  determin’d  the  General  shall 
not  act  here  without  their  authority,  for  whenever  he 
takes  any  step  in  which  they  are  not  consulted — they 
immediately  ratify  it  by  a resolve  of  their  own — and 
strange  to  tell ! they  voted  unanimously  to  stop  all  fur- 
ther supplies  to  the  Asia  and  Dutchess  of  Gordon. 

.1  l^eg  my  compliments  to  Byrd,  and  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  a Letter  from  him  since  we  parted.  His 
saddle,  that  I bought  of  Thompson,  turn’d  out  a damn’d 
hard  Bargain.  Eustace  deliver’d  me  his  sheets  which 
he  must  charge  me  what  he  thinks  2:)roper  for.  I beg 
your  pardon  for  troubling  you  with  such  trifles,  but  I 
have  not  time  to  write  M**  Byrd  at  present,  but  shall 
do  it  soon.  In  the  meantime  shall  be  glad  to  hear 
from  him  as  often  as  his  leisure  will  permit.  I must 
also  request  the  same  favor  from  you  and  you  may 
depend  in  future,  I will  be  a more  punctual  Corres- 
pondent. 
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Tliat  success,  Health  and  happiness  may  attend  you 
wlierever  you  go  is  the  sincere  wish  of 

Your  most  obedient  and  atfectionate  Servant 

Palfrey. 

Frazer  is  made  a Major  in  Col.  Asa  AYhitcombs 
Peiriment. 

General  Lee. 


To  THE  President  of  Congress. 

Williamsburg,  May  7th,  1776. 

Sir, 

I find  the  part  I have  acted  in  the  business  of  Mr. 
Eden,  has  given  great  umbrage  to  the  Council  of 
Maryland.  I take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  to  you  a copy 
of  my  letter  to  that  Board  on  the  occasion,  as  I hope 
it  will  appear  to  the  Congress  a full  explanation  & 
justification  of  my  conduct.  I shall  not  trouble  ’em 
any  more  on  the  subject. 

Five  Transports  with  Troops  are  arrived  at  Cape 
Fear.  I shall  therefore  set  out  on  Thursday  for  AA^il- 
mington  by  the  way  of  Halifax.  When  we  consider. 
Sir,  the  vast  extent  of  the  vulnerable  parts  of  this 
country;  the  numerous  navigable  intersecting  waters, 
the  multitude  of  slaves,  that  we  have  not  more  than 
five  thousand  regulars  fit  for  duty  in  the  Province,  that 
of  these  five  thousand,  not  more  than  three  are  properly 
arm’d,  that  to  arm  them  (defectively  as  they  are)  the 
province  has  been  drove  to  the  necessity  of  disarming 
the  minute  men : I say  Sir,  when  these  circumstances 
are  consider’d,  I shall  aj)pear,  I hoj)e  reasonable  in 
entreating  the  Congress  to  spare  us  (if  possible)  some 
Battalions,  and  of  those  Battalions  which  are  best 
armed  : if  indeed  our  minute  men  were  jiroperly  fur- 
nished with  musquets  and  ammunition  : if  our  Fivers 
were  already  secured  in  the  manner  I propose  : I should 
think  myself  capable  of  baffling  all  their  attempts  with 
our  present  force ; but  situated  as  we  are,  my  anxiety 
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for  tlie  common  safety  obliges  me  to  solicit  a reinforce- 
ment. A Letter  from  one  of  your  mem])ers,  informs 
me  that  five  thousand  blankets,  and  five  thousand  pairs 
of  shoes  are  on  the  road  for  the  use  of  this  army  ; they 
were  much  wanted ; the  number  is  I believe  sufficient. 
AVe  are  as  I observed  before,  wretchedly  in  want  of 
medicines,  as  well  as  of  a Director  to  our  Hospital. 
D’'  M^'Clurg  is  a very  able  man,  A universally  esteem’d, 
qualified  for  the  Office : the  pay  of  the  Eegimental 
Surgeons  established  by  Congress  is  so  low  that  it  is  in 
this  part  of  y®  AVorld,  (where  the  common  Country 
jDractice  of  Surgery  is  singularly  lucrative)  impossible 
to  find  capable  men,  who  will  accept,  but  I am  in 
hopes  that  the  Convention  will  make  such  additions 
out  of  the  Provincial  Purse  as  to  enable  us  to  fill  the 
Commissions  with  2:)T023er  A competent  Persons ; now 
I am  on  the  subject  of  J3ay,  Sir,  I must  beg  leave  to 
urge  the  necessity  of  consideral^ly  increasing  that  of  the 
Engineers — it  is  im]30ssible  that  men  qualifi’d  for  this 
important  office  should  be  prevailed  uj^on  to  serve  on 
such  miserable  terms.  You  have  no  American  En- 
gineers. They  must  of  course  be  Foreigners,  and 
Foreigners  exY)ect  in  their  language,  de  quoi  manger^ 
that  is  something  which  will  enable  them  to  eat  and 
drink.  T^venty  Dollars  j).  month  will  not  enable  them 
to  eat  and  drink,  and  wear  linen  or  indeed  any  kind  of 
Cloaths,  besides  it  must  be  consider’d,  that  these  Gen- 
tlemen are  obliged  by  the  nature  of  their  duty  to  make 
more  journeys  than  other  officers,  that  Horses  must  be 
jmrchas’d  A Fed,  that  the  expenses  of  travelling  are 
in  these  Southern  Provinces  very  high — from  these 
reasons,  and  many  others,  the  pay  of  Engineers  ought 
to  be  (as  it  is  in  all  other  services)  greater  than  that 
of  other  Officers.  Uj^on  the  whole.  Sir,  I really  do  not 
think  that  they  ought  or  can  do  with  less  than  forty 
Dollars  j).  month  A rations  at  least  for  their  horses — on 
more  moderate  terms  I am  j)erswaded  you  cannot  j^ro- 
cure  men  equal  to  the  task : as  the  Coiqis  is  distinct, 
and  not  numerous,  this  necessary  addition  of  j)ay  will 
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be  an  expense  beneatli  tlie  consideration  of  the  Congress. 
Col.  E,.  Henry  Lee  informs  me  that  it  was  not  the  in 
tention  of  the  Congress  that  Cap*'  Innes’s  company 
should  be  reduced  to  make  way  for  Arundel’s,  but  that 
they  shou’d  both  be  established.  I think,  Sir,  it  would 
be  a useless  expence.  Cap"  Innes  who  must  I am  sure 
be  an  excellent  Officer  in  any  other  department,  pro- 
fess’d himself  ignorant  in  this  branch — his  officers  were 
equally  ignorant,  Arundel  has  got  possession  of  the 
Company,  and  by  his  activity  and  knowledge,  will  I 
am  perswaded  make  ’em  fit  for  service — indeed  to 
establish  an  Artillery  com23any.  Captain  subalterns  and 
non  commissioned  officers,  being  entirely  conqjosed  of 
novices,  can  answer  no  end  or  puiqjose,  it  is  my  opinion 
therefore.  Sir,  that  instead  of  these  two  companies  pro- 
l^rosed  that  the  addition  of  thirty  or  forty  men  to  Caj)" 
Arundel’s  and  two  subaltern  officers  will  not  only  be 
better  but  that  it  promises  more  advantage  to  the 
Service.  Now  I am  on  the  subject  of  Ca}^"  Arundel,  I 
beg  leave  to  remind  the  Congress  of  what  I mentioned 
on  the  subject  of  his  Expenses  on  the  road,  there  is  one 
circumstance  of  which.  Sir,  I could  wish  to  be  ascer- 
tain’d— is  the  expense  of  the  defense  of  these  Livers, 
(that  is  the  construction  of  Low  Gallies,  floating  Bat- 
teries, to  be  brought  to  the  account  of  the  Continent 
or  of  the  Province  ? I wish  to  l^e  ascertained  on  this 
head,  because  if  it  is  at  the  ex})ense  of  the  latter  I 
shall  regulai'ly  j^ropose  to  the  Convention  or  Committee 
of  Safety,  every  scheme  which  may  be  attended  with 
expence  before  it  is  enter’d  uj)on.  If  the  Quarter 
Master  General  or  his  De])uty’s  when  they  disj^atch 
any  Teams  from  Philadelphia  with  Powder,  or  other 
necessaries  were  to  purchase  the  horses  through-out  for 
the  Continental  use,  instead  of  hiring  them,  the  saving 
would  be  considerable  ; for  in  this  country,  the  hire  is 
intolerably  dear,  so  great  indeed,  that  I have  ventur’d 
to  order  a number  of  teams  to  be  purchas’d. 

I have  just  received  a vague  return  of  the  forces  of 
North  Carolina,  of  their  Powder  A Cannon;  it  does 
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not  appear  that  they  have  of  effective  Regulars  properly 
arm’d  more  than  two  thousand,  of  powder  more  than  two 
ton  and  a half,  and  as  to  cannon  they  are  almost  totally 
destitute — As  the  Enemy’s  advanced  Guard,  if  I may 
so  express  myself  is  actually  arrived — I must,  I cannot 
avoid  detaching  the  strongest  Battalion  we  have  to  their 
assistance ; but  I own,  I tremble  at  the  same  time,  at 
the  thoughts  of  stripping  this  Province  of  any  part  of 
its  inadequate  force.  I am  puzzled  how  to  direct  my 
motions  from  the  uncertainty  of  the  Enemies  Plan,  but 
not  dispirited,  as  I am  confident  that  the  Congress 
will  afford  me  every  relief  in  their  power,  and  am  not 
in  the  least  diffident  of  the  courage  and  zeal  of  the 
Men  & Officers.  I am  Sir,  with  the  greatest  respect. 
Your  most  ob^  humble  Servant 

Charles  Lee. 

I have  as  yet  heard  nothing  of  M""  Stabler  the  En- 
gineer. I ought  in  fact  to  have  at  least  half  a dozen, 
for  we  have  a variety  of  posts  to  throw  up,  and  there 
is  not  a man  or  officer  in  the  Army,  that  knows  the  dif- 
ference betwixt  a Chevaux  de  Frise,  and  a Cabbage 
Garden.  I wish  the  Congress  wou’d  indulge  me  with 
Mr.  Smith  whom  I know  to  be  an  able  A active  man. 
Massenburg  is  a treasure:  a little  hurt  in  my  hand 
occasions  me  to  write  by  the  Pen  of  my  Secretary. 

To  the  John  Hancock, 

President  of  the  Continental  Congress. 
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NEW-YORK  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY. 

FOUNDED  1804. 


THE  PUBLICATION  FUND. 

The  New-York  Historical  Society  has  established  a fund 
for  the  regular  publication  of  its  transactions  and  Collections  in 
American  History.  Publication  is  very  justly  regarded  as  one  of  the 
main  instruments  of  usefulness  in  such  institutions,  and  the  amount 
and  value  of  what  they  contribute  to  the  general  sum  of  human 
knowledge  through  this  agency,  as  a just  criterion  of  their  success. 

To  effect  its  object,  the  Society  proposed  to  issue  One  Thousand 
Scrip  shares  of  Twenty-five  Dollars  each.  . Each  share  is  trans- 
ferable on  the  books  of  the  Fund,  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  and 
entitled  the  holder,  his  heirs,  administrators  or  assigns,  to  receive  : 

I.  Interest — Until  the  Fund  was  complete,  or  sufficient,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Trustees,  to  enable  the  publications  to  com- 
mence without  impairing  the  principal  thereof,  interest  on  the 
par  value  of  his  share  or  shares  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent, 
per  annum. 

TI.  Publications — One  copy  of  each  and  every  publication  made  at 
the  expense  of  the  Fund,  amounting  to  not  less  than  one  Octavo 
Volume  of  five  hundred  pages  per  annum. 

The  number  of  copies  of  these  publications  is  strictly  limited  to 
TWELVE  HUNDRED  and  FIFTY — of  which  the  Society  receives  for 
corresponding  Societies  and  exchanges  for  the  increase  of  the  Library, 
TWO  HUNDRED  and  FIFTY  copies — but  no  copies  are  offered  for  sale 
or  disposition  in  any  other  manner  by  the  Society. 

The  conditions  of  subscription  included  a pledge  on  the  part  of 
the  Society  that  the  moneys  received  should  be  applied  for  these 
purposes,  and  no  other,  and  be  invested  solely  in  stocks  of  the  United 
States,  the  City  and  State  of  New-York,  or  on  bond  and  mortgage, 
and  be  held  forever  by  the  President,  Recording  Secretary,  and 
Treasurer  of  the  Society,  as  Trustees  (ex-officio)  of  the  Publication 
Fund. 
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The  first  proposals  for  the  establishment  of  this  Fund  were  issued 
in  1858.  Received  with  much  less  interest  on  the  part  of  the  mem- 
bers than  was  expected,  its  total  amount  up  to  1865  was  so  small  as 
to  suggest  the  necessity  of  abandoning  the  scheme  and  returning  the 
amount  of  subscriptions  and  interest  to  the  subscribers.  An  earnest 
effort,  however,  in  that  year  brought  up  the  amount  to  a point  which 
gave  the  assurance  of  ultimate  and  not  distant  success. 

Admonished  by  the  universal  change  of  values,  which  has  taken 
place  within  the  past  few  years,  and  the  necessity  of  increasing  the 
amount  of  the  Fund,  the  Society  determined  to  terminate  the  issue 
of  shares  at  the  original  price,  and  to  double  the  price  of  the  remain- 
ing shares.  Other  measures  are  in  view  which  promise  to  enhance 
the  value  of  the  shares  without  failure  in  the  full  discharge  of  every 
obligation  to  the  shareholders,  who  will  receive  all  its  benefits  with- 
out any  additional  contribution  to  the  increased  Fund. 

Under  the  authority  and  direction  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
the  series  of  publications  began  with  the  volume  for  the  year  1868. 

Interest  still  due  upon  any  shares  to  January  i,  1868,  will  be 
paid  to  shareholders  on  application  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Trustees 
at  the  library  of  the  Society,  Second  Avenue,  corner  of  Eleventh 
Street,  where  the  volume  for  the  current  year  is  also  ready  for  dis- 
tribution. 

Thomas  De  Witt, 
Andrew  Warner, 
Benjamin  H.  Field, 
Trustees. 

George  H.  Moore, 

Secretary  to  the  Trustees. 

Any  person  desiring  to  procure  these  publications,  may  pur 
chase  a share  in  the  Publication  Fund,  by  enclosing  a check  or  draft 
for  FIFTY  DOLLARS,  payable  to  tho  order  of  Benjamin  H.  Field, 
Treasurer  of  the  New-York  Historical  Society,  for  which  the  certificate 
will  be  immediately  transmitted,  with  the  vokimes  already  published.,  as 
the  purchaser  may  direct. 

Address  George  H.  Moore,  Librarian  of  the  Historical 
Society,  Second  Avenue,  corner  of  Eleventh  St,  New-York  City. 

New-York,  December^  1871 
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43.  David  Thompson,  JSf.  Y.  City. 

44.  James  Stokes,  “ 

45.  George  C.  Peters,  “ 

46.  George  T.  Trimble,  “ 
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68.  Charles  P.  Kirkland,  “ 


486 


SUBSCRIBERS  TO  THE  FUND. 


SHAKE) 

69.  H.  G.  Laweence,  Y.  City. 

70.  Edwabd  F.  DeLanoey,  “ 

71.  Cyeus  Ouetiss,  “ 

72.  Shepherd  Knapp,  “ 

73.  Edward  DeWitt,  “ 

74.  D,  B.  Faterweathek,  “ 

75-  Mark  Hoyt,  “ 

76.  Charles  M.  Connolly,  “ 

77.  Cornelius  DuBois,  “ 

78.  L.  C.  Clark,  “ 

79.  Thomas  Lawrence,  “ 

80.  Dayid  T.  Valentine,  “ 

81.  H’y  Russell  Drowne,  “ 

82.  John  Fowler,  Jr.,  “ 

83.  William  Bowne,  “ 

84.  Henry  T.  Drowne,  “ 

85.  Neiiemiah  Knight,  BrooMyn. 

86.  Williams.  Thorne,  W.  Y.  City. 

87.  Alex’r  MoL.  Agnew,  “ 

88.  Robert  C.  Goodhue,  “ 

89.  George  F.  Nesbitt,  “ 

90.  John  E.  Wool,  Troy. 

91.  John  P.  Treadwell,  New  Mil- 

ford^ Conn. 

92.  Isaac  Fryer,  N.  Y.  City. 

93.  Charles  J.  Martin,  “ 

94.  Franklin  F.  Randolph.  “ 

95.  Samuel  Coulter,  “ 

96.  David  Van  Nostrand,  “ 

97.  Addison  G.  Bickford,  “ 

98.  Jonas  G.  Dudley,  “ 

99.  Theodores  B.  Taylor,  “ 

100.  William  Scott,  “ 

101.  David  Sloane,  “ 

102.  Joseph  G.  Harrison,  “ 

103.  Same,  “ 

104.  Same,  “ 

105.  Same,  “ 

106.  Edward  Walker,  “ 

107.  John  C.  Hewitt,  “ 

108.  Charles  I.  Bushnell,  “ 

109.  Giles  F.  Bushnell,  “ 

110.  John  C.  Calhoun,  “ 

111.  Thomas  J.  Lee,  Boston^  Mass, 


SHARE 


112. 

S.  Whitney  Phcenix,  N.  Y.  City. 

113. 

Same, 

u 

114. 

Same, 

u 

115. 

Same, 

116. 

Same, 

(1 

117. 

Same, 

(( 

118. 

Same, 

(4 

119. 

Same, 

44 

120. 

Same, 

44 

121. 

Same, 

44 

122. 

Same, 

44 

123. 

Same, 

(4 

124.  J.  B.  Bright,  Waltham^  Mass. 

125. 

Robert  L.  Stuart,  N.  Y.  City, 

126. 

Same, 

44 

Alexander  Stuart, 

44 

128. 

Same, 

44 

129. 

George  T.  Jackson, 

44 

130. 

John  A.  Anderson, 

44 

131. 

Charles  P.  Daly, 

44 

132. 

Evert  A.  Duyokinok, 

44 

133. 

Henry  C.  Carter, 

44 

134. 

Andrew  J.  Smith, 

44 

135.  Mathias  Bloodgood, 

44 

136.  J.  Romeyn  Brodhead,  “ 

137.  Jno.  a.  McAllister,  Phila..^  Pa. 

138.  Nath.  W.  Hunt,  N.  Y.  Citij. 

139.  Theo.  S.  Parker,  EohoTcen^  N.  J. 

140.  William  M.  Brown,  N.  Y.  City. 

141.  And.  Brown,  Middletown^  N.  J. 

142.  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  N.  Y.  City. 


143.  Charles  B.  Cotten, 

44 

144.  Alvin  A.  Alvord, 

44 

145.  Wm.  Henry  Arnoux, 

44 

146.  Same, 

(4 

147.  Same, 

44 

148.  Same, 

44 

149.  Albert  Smith,  New  Eochelle. 

150.  M.  C.  Morgan,  N.  Y.  City, 

151.  S.  Howland  Robbins, 

44 

152.  Francis  Bacon, 

44 

153.  A.  Spiers  Brown, 

44 

154.  George  0.  Colburn, 

44 

155.  John  Calvin  Smith,  Manlius. 

SUBSCRIBERS  TO  THE  FUND. 


487 


156.  W.  B.  Eager,  Jr.,  F.  City, 

157.  Isaac  J.  Greenwood,  “ 

158.  Frederic  R.  Fowler,  “ 

159.  Anthony  Dey,  Jr.,  “ 

160.  Seymour  J.  Strong,  “ 

161.  Ebenezer  j.  Hyde, 

162.  William  B.  Taylor,  “ 

163.  Ferd.  j.  Dreer,  Phila.^  Pa. 

164.  Aug.  Toetdeberg,  BrooTclyn. 

165.  Charles  0.  Moreau,  W.  F. 

166.  Charles  H.  Hart,  Phila.^  Pa. 

167.  Henry  Phillips,  Jr.,  “ 

168.  Francis  B.  Hayes,  Boston^  Mass. 

169.  T.  Stafford  Drowne,  Brooklyn. 

170.  CORTLANDT  De  PeYSTER  FiELD, 

N.  Y.  City. 

171.  John  S.  Craig,  N.  Y.  City. 

172.  Charles  H.  Rogers,  “ 

173.  Maurice  Hilger,  “ 

174.  E.  A.  Benedict,  “ 

175.  William  Ever  dell,  “ 

176.  Geo.  R.  Drowne,  Boston,  Mass. 

177.  J.  Watts  de  Peyster,  N.  Y. 

City. 

178.  James  B.  Andrews,  N.  Y.  City. 

179.  Constant  A.  Andrews,  “ 

180.  Loring  Andrews,  Jr.,  “ 

181.  Walter  S.  Andrews,  “ 

182.  Clarence  Andrews,  “ 

183.  William  L.  Andrews,  “ 

184.  Same,  “ 

185.  John  Armstrong,  “ 

186.  Paul  K.  Weizel,  B'^klyn,  N.  Y. 

187.  John  F.  McCoy,  W.  Y.  City. 

188.  Joseph  B.  Hoyt,  “ 

189.  James  Benedict,  “ 

190.  J.  Nelson  Tappan  “ 

191.  Francis  Wigand,  “ 

192.  C.  H.  Isham,  “ 

193.  D.  B.  Fayerweather,  “ 

194.  John  A.  Hardenbergh,  “ 

195.  J.  W.  Weidmeyer,  “ 

196.  Edwin  Faxon,  Boston,  Mass. 

197.  F.  A.  Gale,  W.  Y.  City. 


SHARE 

198.  John  Caswell,  N.  Y.  City 

199.  William  C.  Dornin,  “ 

200.  William  P.  Cooledge,  “ 

201.  John  R.  Ford, 

202.  Israel  Corse,  “ 

203.  Daniel  Morison,  “ 

204.  John  Bridge,  “ 

205.  Wilson  G.  Hunt,  “ 

206.  Charles  H.  Smith,  “ 

207.  John  P.  Crosby,  “ 

208.  Erastus  Corning,  Albany. 

209.  ^ Same,  “ 

210.  James  B.  Colgate,  M.  Y.  City 

211.  Samuel  Marsh,  “ 

212.  Edwin  Parsons,  ‘‘ 

213.  Robert  J.  Hubbard,  “ 

214.  J.  Watts  de  Peyster,  “ 

215.  James  A.  Raynor,  “ 

216.  Robert  J.  Livingston, 

217.  John  C.  Barron,  “ 

218.  Henry  K.  Brewer,  “ 

219.  John  A.  Nexsen,  “ 

220.  Marshall  0.  Roberts,  “ 

221.  William  N.  Blakeman,  “ 

222.  Herman  C.  Adams,  “ 

223.  Thomas  B,  Gunning,  “ 

224.  Abraham  Bogardus,  “ 

225.  John  E.  Lauer,  “ 

226.  E.  M.  Crawford,  “ 

227.  James  C.  Holden,  “ 

228.  Samuel  Colgate,  “ 

229.  William  B.  Ross,  “ 

230.  William  K.  Hinman,  “ 

231.  John  W.  Quincy,  “ 

232.  James  M.  Bruce,  “ 

233.  Miss  Annie  Moreau,  “ 

234.  Lewis  Hallocz,  “ 

235.  The  Library  of  the  City  op 

Amsterdam,  Amsterdamy 
Netherlands. 

236.  Mrs.  Anna  Boynton,  N.  Y.. 

City. 

237.  Rufus  D.  Case,  N.  Y.  City 

238.  Cyrus  Butler,  “ 


488 


SUBSCRIBERS  TO  THE  FUND. 


EHARB 

239.  Riohaed  S.  Field,  Princeton^ 

mj. 

240.  A.  0.  Zabbiskie,  Jersey  Gity^ 

mj 

241.  Michael  Lientatt,  Jersey  GUy^ 

N.J. 

242.  William  A.  Whitehead,  New- 

ar\  N,  J. 

243.  Simeon  Deafer,  K.  Y.  Gity. 

244.  Freeman  M.  Josselyn,  Boston^ 

Mass. 

245.  Theodore  W.  Riley,  N.  Y,  Gity. 

246.  John  Boyd,  Jr.,  “ 

247.  George  K.  Sistare,  “ 

248.  J.  Warren  S.  Dey,  “ 

249.  William  H.  Bridgman,  “ 

250.  Anson  Phelps  Stokes,  “ 

251.  William  0.  Martin,  “ 

252.  A.  Robertson  Walsh,  “ 

253.  Joseph  A.  Sprague,  “ 

254.  Charles  A.  Peabody,  “ 

255.  William  H.  Morrell,  “ 

256.  John  Y.  L.  Peuyn,  Albany, K.  Y. 

257.  Frederick  James  de  Peyster, 

K Y.  Gity. 

258.  William  H.  Macy,  W.  Y.  Gity. 

259.  Thomas  Paton,  “ 

260.  David  Stewart,  “ 

261.  David  Stewart,  Jr.,  “ 

262.  John  E.  Williams,  “ 

263.  John  P.  Townsend,  “ 

264.  William  H.  Morrell,  “ 

265.  Homer  Morgan,  “ 

266.  John  Armstrong,  “ 

267.  Same,  “ 

268.  Same,  “ 

269.  Same,  “ 

270.  M.  Horris  Halstead,  Harri- 

son, Hudson  Go.,  H.  J. 

271.  Wm.  0.  Tallmadqe,  A'.  Y.  Gity. 

272.  Howard  Crosby,  “ 

273.  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Brooks,  “ 

274.  Edward  Hodges,  “ 

275.  Robert  W.  Rodman,  “ 


276.  John  L.  Rikee,  N.  Y.  Gity. 

277.  Walter  R.  T.  Jones,  “ 

278.  Claudius  L.  Monell,  “ 

279.  Byam  K.  Stevens,  Jr.,  “ 

280.  Francis  Many,  “ 

281.  Henry  M.  Taber,  “ 

282.  T.  M.  Peters,  “ 

283.  John  B.  Cornell.  “ 

284.  S.  Alofsen,  “ 

285.  Same,  “ 

286.  Robert  B.  Minturn,  Jr.,  “ 

287.  George  Tugnot,  “ 

288.  Rufus  S.  Bergen,  Green  Point. 

289.  Benj’n  W.  Bonney,  N.  Y.  Gity. 

290.  Benj’n  W.  Bonney,  Jr.,  “ 

291.  John  S.  H.  Fogg,  Boston,  Mass, 

292.  John  H.  Weight,  “ 

293.  William  Wood,  H.  Y.  Gity. 

294.  F.  G.  Van  Woert,  “ 

295.  Alex’r  T.  Stewart,  “ 

296.  John  B.  Cronin,  “ 

297.  Georgf  D.  Morgan,  ‘‘ 

298.  Homer  Tilton,  “ 

299.  Samuel  Frost, 

300.  Same,  “ 

301.  James  H.  Pinkney,  ‘‘ 

302.  William  T.  Pinkney,  “ 

303.  Charles  H.  Phillips,  “ 

304.  James  Eager,  “ 

305.  William  Underhill,  “ 

306.  John  D.  Clute,  “ 

307.  Abraham  B.  Embury,  “ 

308.  Charles  L.  Richards,  “ 

309.  William  Beard, 

310.  James  H.  Welles,  “ 

311.  John  Gallier,  “ 

312.  Charles  Le  Boutillier,  “ 

313.  Thomas  Le  Boutillier,  “ 

314.  John  G.  Lambebson, 

315.  Russell  0.  Root,  “ 

316.  Clarkson  Crolius,  “ 

317.  William  Murphy,  Ghappaqua, 

318.  Daniel  T.  Willets,  H.  Y.  Gity 

319.  Charles  Gould,  “ 


SUBSCRIBERS  TO  THE  FUND. 


489 


SHARE 

320.  John  B.  Bartlett,  iV”.  F.  City, 

321.  Mathias  Clark,  “ 

322. 

323. 

324. 

325. 

326. 


Robert  M.  Roberts,  “ 
Jas.  Hasbrouck  Sahler,  “ 


Frederic  de  Peyster,  “ 

Same,  “ 

Same, 

327.  John  J.  Latting,  “ 

328.  David  Buffum,  “ 

329.  F.  H.  Parker,  “ 

330.  George  W.  Thompson,  “ 

331.  Thomas  F.  Youngs,  “ 

332.  Oliver  G.  Barton,  “ 

333.  Abram  E.  Cutter,  Charlestown^ 

Mass. 

334.  William  E,  Lewis,  N.  Y.  City. 

335.  John  H.  Johnston 


336. 

337. 

338. 

339. 

340. 


William  B.  Clerke, 
John  C.  Connor, 
Henry  T.  Morgan, 


Abram  A.  Leggett, 

James  Davett, 

341.  Erastus  S.  Brown, 

342.  Asher  Taylor, 

343.  Edward  Bill, 

344.  William  H.  Tuthill,  Tipton^ 

Cedar  Go.^  Iowa. 

345.  Henry  S.  Terbell,  N.  Y.  City. 

346.  George  W.  Abbe,  “ 

347.  Sidney  Mason,  “ 

348.  Charles  Shields,  “ 

349.  George  B.  Dorr,  “ 

350.  Gardiner  Pike,  “ 

351.  John  C.  Beatty,  “ 

352.  Lora  B.  Bacon,  “ 

353.  Charles  H.  Ludington,  “ 

354.  James  Brown,  “ 

355.  Charles  O’Conor,  “ 

356.  Charles  B.  Collins,  “ 

357.  John  H.  Wright,  Boston,  Mass. 

358.  Wm.  S.  Constant,  M.  Y.  City. 

359.  Geo.  W.  Wales,  Boston,  Mass. 

360.  John  L.  Deen,  W.  F.  City. 

361.  T.  Matlack  Cheesman,  “ 


SHARE 

362.  Maximilian  Rader,  N.  Y.  City 

363.  J.  Hobart  Herrick,  “ 

364.  Louis  P.  Griffith,  “ 

365.  Barrow  Benrimo,  “ 

366.  Edward  F.  DeLancey,  “ 

367.  Samuel  L.  Breese,  “ 

868.  D.  Henry  Haight,  “ 

369.  John  Adriance,  “ 

370.  Same,  “ 

371.  Joseph  W.  Alsop,  “ 

372.  Henry  Chaunoey,  “ 

373.  Frederick  Chauncby,  “ 

374.  William  Habirshaw,  “ 

375.  Henry  A.  Heiser,  “ 

376.  William  H.  Jackson,  “ 

377.  Elijah  T.  Brown,  “ 

378.  Henry  K.  Bogert,  “ 

379.  Addison  Brown,  “ 

380.  Ernest  Fiedler,  “ 

381.  J.  Watts  de  Peyster,  “ 

382.  William  Remsen,  “ 

383.  Walter  M.  Underhill,  “ 

384.  Samuel  W.  Francis,  “ 

385.  George  Livermore,  Cambridge, 

Mass. 

386.  Same,  “ 

387.  Same,  “ 

388.  Same,  “ 

389.  John  F.  Gray,  N.  F.  Git/y 

390.  Henry  G.  Griffen,  “ 

391.  Thomas  S.  Berry,  “ 

392.  Calvin  Durand,  “ 

393.  Robert  B.  Minturn,  “ 

394.  F.  A.  P.  Barnard,  “ 

395.  William  Bryce,  “ 

396.  James  Bryce,  “ 

397.  Augustus  Belknap,  “ 

398.  Andrew  Wilson,  “ 

399.  William  J.  Van  Duser,  “ 

400.  John  C.  Havemeyer,  “ 

401.  John  T.  Agnew,  “ 

402.  Same,  “ 

403.  Charles  E.  Beebe,  “ 

404.  Nathaniel  W.  Chatkr,  “ 
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405.  George  0.  Collins,  iV.  Y.  City. 

406.  William  H.  Goodwin,  “ 

407.  Charles  G.  Harmer,  “ 

408.  William  Hegeman,  “ 

409.  Peter  V.  King,  “ 

410.  George  W.  Lane,  “ 

411.  Louis  F.  Therasson,  “ 

412.  Henry  F.  Sewall,  “ 

413.  Miss  Elizabeth  Clarkson  Jay, 

W.  Y.  City. 

414.  William  E.  Dodge,  “ 

415.  William  E.  Dodge,  Jr.,  “ 

416.  George  W.  Robins,  “ 

417.  John  D.  Looke,  “ 

418.  John  McKesson,  “ 

419.  Richard  M.  Hoe,  “ 

420.  Robert  Hoe,  “ 

421.  Peter  S.  Hoe,  “ 

422.  Augustus  W.  Payne,  “ 

423.  William  Oothout,  “ 

424.  Edward  Oothout,  “ 

425.  Edward  F.  Hopkins,  “ 

426.  David  E.  Wheeler,  “ 

427.  John  H.  Sprague,  “ 

428.  Theodore  Van  Korden,“ 

429.  George  de  Heart  Gillespie, 

W.  Y.  City. 

430.  Benjamin  G.  Arnold,  “ 

431.  CoRiDON  A.  Alvord,  “ 

432.  Same,  “ 

433.  Same,  “ 

434.  Same,  “ 

435.  J.  Otis  Ward,  “ 

436.  James  Lenox,  “ 

437.  Same,  “ 

438.  Jabez  E.  Munsell,  “ 

439.  Arnold  0.  Hawes,  “ 

440.  Jacob  W.  Feeter,  “ 

441.  Daniel  Spring,  “ 

442.  John  C.  Green,  “ 

443.  David  L.  Holden,  “ 

444.  Joseph  W.  Patterson,  “ 

445.  Gordon  W.  Burnham,  “ 

446.  Samuel  Wilde,  Jr.,  “ 


SHAKE 

447.  William  B.  Taylor,  Jr.,  A.  F. 

City. 

448.  William  Y.  Brady,  “ 

449.  Oliver  Hoyt,  “ 

450.  Charles  W.  Lecour,  “ 

451.  JohnH.  Swift,  “ 

452.  Hugh  K.  Camp,  “ 

453.  W.  WooLSEY  Wright,  “ 

454.  Jed  Frye, 

455.  Henry  Owen,  “ 

456.  William  A.  Young,  Albany.^ 

457.  John  Buckley,  Jr.,  A.  F.  City. 

458.  D.  Eandolph  Martin,  “ 

459.  Samuel  L.  M.  Barlow,  “ 

460.  E.  W.  Kyerson,  “ 

461.  Samuel  Shethar,  “ 

462.  Geo.  Brinley,  Hartford.,  Conn. 

463.  Augustus  F.  Smith,  A.  Y.  City. 

464.  William  H.  Hurlbut,  “ 

465.  Henry  A.  Hurlbut,  “ 

466.  Mrs.  Sophie  H.  Scott,  “ 

467.  The  K.  Y.  Society  Library, 

New  YorTc  City. 

468.  Thomas  K.  Maroy,  N.  Y.  City. 

469.  Jas.  Y.  Smith,  Providence.,  R.  I. 

470.  Wm.  B.  Bolles,  Astoria,  N.  Y. 

471.  Gouv.  Morris  Wilkins,  New 

Yorh  City. 

472.  James  T.  Fields,  Boston,  Mass. 

473.  Horace  P.  Biddle,  Logansport, 

Indiana. 

474.  A.  L.  Koache,  Indianapolis,  In- 

diana. 

475.  Miss  Eliza  S.  Quincy,  Quin<yy, 

Mass. 

476.  Alfred  Brookes,  N.  Y.  City. 

477.  Henry  Youngs,  Jr.,  Goshen. 

478.  Jeremiah  Loder,  “ ' 

479.  Thomas  H.  Armstrong,  “ 

480.  William  0.  Bryant,  “ 

481.  Matthew  P.  Bead,  “ 

482.  Manning  M.  Knapp,  Hacken 

sack,  N.  J. 

483.  Lockwood  L.  Doty,  Albany. 
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484.  TValterL.  Newberry, 

Illinois. 

485.  Hamilton  Fish,  N'ew  Yorlc  City. 

486.  Wm.  B.  Towne,  Boston^  Mass. 

487 

488 

489 

490, 

491, 


Same,  “ 

Same,  “ 

Same,  . “ 

Sidney  W.  Dibble,  M.  Y.  City. 
Charles  J.  Seymohr,  Bing- 
hamton^  N.  Y. 

492. 

City,  Mo. 

493.  Ohas.  H.  Hohsman,  N.  Y.  City. 

494.  James  M.  Chichester,  “ 

495.  William  W.  Greene,  “ 

496.  Francis  F.  Dorr,  “ 

497.  Charles  W.  Whitney,  “ 

498.  Robert  D.  Hart,  “ 

499.  George  H.  Mathews,  “ 

500.  Thomas  Addis  Emmet,  “ 

501.  Andrew  J.  Smith,  “ 

502.  William  D.  Maxwell,  “ 

503.  Charles  A.  Macy,  Jr.,  “ 

504.  Thomas  W.  Field,  “ 

505.  Charles  Gorham  Barney, 

Richmond,  Ya. 

606.  Benj.  B.  Atterbhry,  N.  Y.  City. 
507.  Richard  W.  Roche,  “ 

608.  Thomas  H.  Morrell,  “ 

609.  Smith  Barker,  “ 

610.  Everardus  B.  Warner,  “ 

511.  Aughsths  T.  Francis,  “ 

612.  Wm.  a.  Slingerland,  “ 

613.  Riley  A.  Brick,  “ 

514.  Same,  “ 

615.  Walter  M.  Smith,  “ 

616.  Henry  Elsworth,  “ 

617.  John  Hecker,  “ 

618.  Warren  Ward,  “ 

619.  Charles  G.  Judson,  “ 

620.  J.  Meredith  Read,  Jr.,  Albany. 

621.  John  H.  Yan  Antwerp,  “ 

622.  Wm.  M.  Yan  Wagenen,  “ 

523.  Wm.  T.  Ryerson,  W.  Y.  City. 


SHARB 

624.  Edwin  Hoyt,  K.  Y.  Cit/y 
525.  John  Yan  Nest,  ‘‘ 

626.  Clinton  Gilbert,  “ 

627.  J.  Carson  Breyoort,  Brooklyn, 

528.  Same,  “ 

629.  Isaac  D.  Russell,  N,  Y.  City, 

630.  Henry  Oothout,  “ 

531.  Alexander  P.  Irvin,  “ 

632.  Beriah  Palmer,  “ 

533.  Robert  Schell,  “ 

534.  Alfred  T.  Aczert,  RhinebecTc, 

535.  John  H.  Watson,  N,  Y.  City, 

536.  Abraham  Baldwin,  “ 

637.  Ezra  A.  Hayt,  “ 

538.  William  L.  Lambert,  “ 

539.  Charles  S.  Smith,  “ 

540.  Charles  A.  Macy,  “ 

541.  Samuel  Raynor,  “ 

542.  Lucius  Tuckerman,  “ 

543.  William  Betts,  “ 

544.  William  K.  Strong,  “ 

545.  John  D.  Jones,  “ 

546.  Same,  “ 

547.  Thomas  C.  Doremus,  “ 

548.  Rudolph  A.  Witthaus,  Jr.. 

M.  Y.  City. 

549.  Fred’z  W.  Macy,  M.  Y.  City, 

550.  Joseph  N.  Ireland,  “ 

551.  William  Montross,  “ 

552.  Samuel  R.  Mabbatt,  “ 

553.  Jacob  S.  Wetmore,  “ 

554.  Maryelle  W.  Cooper,  “ 

555.  Abraham  M.  Cozzens,  “ 

556.  Jacob  Yan  Wagenen,  “ 

557.  John  H.  Riker,  “ 

558.  Wm.  Alexander  Smith,  “ 

559.  George  Dixon,  Jr.,  “ 

560.  Hamilton  Odell, 

561.  Charles  B.  Richardson, 

662.  Horatio  Nichols, 

563.  George  T.  Hall, 

664.  Henry  A.  Burr, 

565.  Franklin  H.  Delano, 

666.  James  M.  Deuel, 
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567.  Richard  Trvih,  Jr.,  If.  Y.  City. 

568.  Dudley  B.  Fuller,  “ 

569.  Henry  A.  Smythe,  “ 

570.  JosiAH  S.  Leverett,  “ 

571.  John  S.  Davenport,  “ 

572.  Bronson  Peok,  “ 

573.  William  A.  Allen,  “ 

574.  William  Dowd,  “ 

575.  David  L.  Baker,  “ 

576.  John  Gr.  Shea,  “ 

577.  Clarkson  IST.  Potter.  “ 

578.  David  D.  Field,  “ 

579.  William  H.  Appleton,  “ 

580.  Samuel  J.  Tilden,  “ 

681.  James  W.  Gerard.  “ 

682.  Timothy  G.  Churchill,  “ 

683.  Parker  Handy,  “ 

684.  NTathaniel  Hayden,  “ 

685.  John  G.  Holbrooke,  “ 

686.  Robert  H.  MoCurdy,  “ 

687.  Rush  C.  Hawkins,  “ 

688.  L.  M.  Ferris,  Jr., 

589.  Theo.  Roosevelt,  “ 

690.  J.  Butler  Wright,  “ 

591.  George  Palen,  “ 

592.  George  Griswold,  “ 

693.  0.  D.  Munn,  “ 

694.  Frank  Moore,  “ 

695.  William  H.  Lee,  “ 

596.  H.  P.  Crozier.  “ 

597.  Henry  E.  Clark,  “ 

598.  Jackson  S.  Schultz,  “ 

699.  John  Carter  Brown,  Prov- 
idence^ R.  I. 

600.  John  Carter  Brown,  2d,  Prov- 

idence^ R.  /. 

601.  Peleg  Hall,  KY.  City. 

602.  Charles  L.  Anthony,  “ 

603.  George  W.  Hall,  “ 

604.  J.  T.  Leavitt,  “ 

606.  Joseph  Howland,  Matteawan. 

606.  John  W.  Munro,  N.  Y.  City. 

607.  Parker  Handy,  “ 

608.  Same,  “ 
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609.  Parker  Handy,  N.  Y.  City 

610.  George  Griswold,  “ 

611.  Willard  Parker,  “ 

612.  Alex’r  W.  Bradford,  “ 

613.  Benjamin  L.  Benson,  “ 

614.  Edward  Schell,  “ 

615.  A.  B.  Kellogg,  “ 

616.  Joseph  0.  Brown, 

617.  E.  B.  Oakley,  “ 

618.  Nathaniel  Jarvis,  Jr.,  “ 

619.  David  S.  Duncomb,  “ 

620.  Augustus  K.  Gardner,  “ 

621.  L.  Bayard  Smith,  “ 

622.  Louis  de  V.  Wilder,  “ 

623.  William  E.  Bird,  “ 

624.  Franklin  B.  Hough,  LowvilU. 

625.  Thomas  P.  Eowe,  N.  Y.  City, 

626.  Samuel  Osgood,  “ 

627.  Charles  A.  Meigs,  “ 

628.  Edward  H.  Purdy,  “ 

629.  Joseph  F.  Joy,  “ 

630.  Hezekiah  King,  “ 

631.  Horace  W.  Fuller,  “ 

632.  William  H.  Post,  “ 

633.  Edward  D.  Butler,  “ 

634.  Henry  B.  Dawson,  Morrisania. 

635.  Almon  W.  Griswold,  K.  Y,  City. 

636.  S.  Townsend  Cannon,  “ 

637.  Theodore  M.  Barnes,  “ 

638.  Joel  Munsell,  Albany. 

639.  Same,  “ 

640.  Thomas  A.  Bishop,  W.  Y.  City. 

641.  Same,  “ 

642.  Nicholas  F.  Palmer,  “ 

643.  3.  L.  Leonard,  Lowville. 

644.  David  C.  Halstead,  N.  Y.  City, 

645.  Thomas  Morton,  “ 

646.  J.  F.  Sheafe,  “ 

647.  Henry  A.  Bostwiok,  “ 

648.  Hiram  D.  Dater,  “ 

649.  George  H.  Williams,  “ 

650  . 0.  W.  Reynolds,  “ 

651.  SiLVANUs  J.  Macy,  “ 

652.  Henry  J.  Soudder,  “ 
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653.  N.  W.  Stutyesant  Gatlin, 

F.  City. 

654.  H.  Traoy  Arnold,  N.  T.  City. 

655.  Benjamin  R.  WiNTHROP,  “ 

656.  Same,  “ 

657.  Benj.  R.  WiNTHROP,  Jr.,  “ 

658.  Egerton  L.  Winthrop,  N.  Y. 

• City. 

659.  Franklin  Edson,  Albany. 

660.  Robert  C.  Melvain,  W.  Y.  City. 

661.  Archibald  Russell,  “ 

662.  William  I.  Paulding,  Cold 

Spring. 

663.  John  RometnBrodhead,  W.  Y. 

City. 

664.  John  L.  Kennin,  N.  Y.  City. 

665.  James  Stokes,  Jr.,  “ 

666.  John  A.  Russell,  “ 

667.  E.  M.  Wright,  “ 

668.  Everardus  Warner,  “ 

669.  Everardus  B.  Warner,  “ 

670.  John  0.  Hewitt,  “ 

671.  Peter  Stryker,  PAz'Za.,  Pa. 

672.  Wilson  M.  Powell,  N.  Y.  City. 

673.  Samuel  H.  Brown,  “ 

674.  Ellsworth  Eliot.  “ 

675.  John  T.  Klots,  “ 

676.  Charles  H.  Dummer,  • “ 

677.  Henry  D.  Bulkley,  “ 

678.  J.  K.  Hamilton  WiLLOOX,  “ 

679.  Appleton  Sturgis,  “ 

680.  William  T.  Salter,  “ 

681.  William  Rockwell,  “ 

682.  E.  H.  Janes,  “ 

683.  Thomas  B.  Hewby,  “ 

684.  Louis  de  Y.  Wilder,  “ 

685.  Same,  “ 

686.  Samuel  Coulter,  “ 

687.  Ralph  Clark,  “ 

688.  Thomas  F.  De  Yoe,  “ 

689.  John  Groshon,  “ 

690.  S.  L.  Boardman,  Augusta.,  Me. 

691.  Charles  J.  Folsom,  N.  Y.  City. 

692.  George  Folsom,  “ 


SHARE 

693.  Everardus  Warner,  N.  Y.  City. 

694.  George  C.  Eyland,  “ 

695.  C.  F.  Hardon,  “ 

696.  F.  Wiley,  “ 

697.  Alexander  Wiley,  ‘ 

698.  John  W.  Scott,  Astoria, 

699.  Edward  Anthony,  N.  Y.  City 

700.  Chaunoey  P.  Smith,  Wolcott, 

701.  H’y  Camerden,  Jr.,  JY.  Y.  City, 

702.  George  Bancroft,  “ 

703.  Abraham  R.  Warner,  “ 

704.  James  W.  Purdy,  Suffem. 

705.  CuAs.  CoNGDON,  B'Tclyn.,  N.  Y, 

706.  Long  Island  Historical  Soci- 

ety, Brooklyn,  JY.  Y. 

707.  Brooklyn  Mercantile  Library 

Association,  Brooklyn.,  lY.  Y, 

708.  New  Bedford  Free  Library, 

Mew  Bedford.,  Mass. 

709.  John  David  Wolfe,  A.  Y.  City, 

710.  Miss  C.  L.  Wolfe,  “ 

711.  George  W.  Cook,  “ 

712.  James  L.  Woodward,  “ 

713.  William  Frederick  Poole, 

Boston,  Mass. 

714.  Benjamin  H.  Field,  2Y.  Y.  City. 

715.  Cortlandt  De  Peyster  Field, 

A.  Y.  City. 

716.  John  Fitch,  A.  Y.  City, 

717.  Same,  “ 

718.  F.  Augustus  Wood',  “ 

719.  John  H.  Dillingham,  Raver- 

ford  College,  Pa. 


720.  F.  Augustus  Wood,  A.  Y.  City 

721.  Charles  A.  Peabody, 

(1 

722.  Edwin  F.  Corey,  Jr., 

u 

723.  John  G.  Lamberson, 

u 

724.  Same, 

u 

725.  John  E.  Parsons, 

tc 

726.  Gratz  Nathan, 

C( 

727.  B.  F.  De  Costa, 

u 

728.  Henry  C.  Potter, 

u 

729.  Henry  Niooll, 

u 

730.  George  E.  Moore, 

C( 
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731.  John  F.  Trow,  N.  T.  City. 

732.  Same, 

733.  Same, 

734.  Same,  “ 

735.  Saaie,  • “ 

736.  Same, 

737.  SA.ME, 

738.  Same, 

739.  Same,  “ 

740.  Same,  “ 

741.  George  H.  Moore,  “ 

742.  Same,  “ 


743.  George  H.  Moore,  N.  7.  City. 

744.  Same,  “ 

745.  Same,  “ 

746.  Same,  “ 

747.  Same, 

748.  Same,  “ 

749.  Same, 

750.  Same,  “ • 

751.  William  J.  Hoppin,  “ 

752.  James  W.  Beekman,  “ 

753.  Joseph  F.  Loubat,  “ 
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SHAKE 

41.  James  A.  Roosevelt,  N.  Y.  City. 
111.  J.  K.  WiGGiN,  Boston.,  Mass. 

150.  George  H.  Peeke,  Jersey  City, 
N.  J. 

167.  John  H.  Thompson,  N.  Y.  City. 
174.  Lucie  P.  Benedict,  “ 

187.  J.  K.  WiGGiN,  Boston,  Mass. 
284.  Samuel  C.  Blackwell,  Somer- 
mlle,  N.  J. 

358.  Robert  S.  Miller,  N.  Y.  City. 
426.  Everett  P.  Wheeler,  “ 

450.  Eugene  H.  Lecour,  “ 

470.  William  Bolles  Halsey,  “ 


SHAKE 

508.  Joseph  Sabin,  W.  Y.  City. 

532.  Nathan  B.  Walker,  “ 

643.  The  Trustees  of  the  Low- 
viLLE  Academy. 

670.  Wm.  P.  Prentice,  N.  Y.  City. 

684.  Edward  C.  Wilder,  “ 

685.  C.  V.  B.  Ostrander,  “ 

714.  John  Everitt,  “ 

716.  James  M.  Hunt,  “ 

719.  Haverford  College  Library, 

Ilaverford  College,  Pa. 

727.  David  G.  Francis,  N.  Y.  City. 
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